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CHAP. XXXVI. 

Sack of Rome by Genseric, King of the Vandaki^Hu n«e» 
val Depredations. — Succession of the last Emperors of the 
Ifest, Maximus, Avitus, Majorian, Severus, Anthemiui, 
Olyhrius, Glycerius, NepoSt Augustulus.— -Total Extine^ 
tion of the fVestern Empire.-— Reign of Odoacer the first 
Barbarian King of Italy, 

nr 

JL H E loss or desolation of the provinces^ from the ocean 
to the Alps, impaired the glory and greatness of Rome: her 
internal prosperity was irretrievably destroyed by tiie separar 
tion of Africa. The rapacious Vandals confiscated the pa- 
trimonial estates of the senators, and intercepted the regular 
subsidies, which relieved the poverty, and encouraged the 
idleness, of the plebeians. The distress of the Romans was 
soon aggravated by an unexpected attack ; and the ptovinee, 
so long cultivated for their use by industrious sad obedi^t 
subjects, was armed against them by an ambitldus Barbarian. 
The Vandals and Alani, who followed tlie successful stendand 
of Genseric, had acquired a rich and fertile territory, which 
stretched along the coast above ninety da}^ journey fsom 
Tangier to Tripoli ; but their liarrSIrliihitsw^ pressed and 
confined, on either side, by the sandy desert and the Mediterra- 
nean. The discovery and conquest of the Biach; nation^ 
that miidit dw«U beneath the torrid 90QC,;<^ld not tempt the 
Von. V. B 



S msTOKT or the obcline kih \ fall 

ntieitLi ambi6on of Genseric : but be cast his eyes towards the 
sea; hereaolvcdlto cti^te a naral powe)’, and hU boid reso^u- 
CioD was executed with «tea^ and active perseverance. The 
woods of mount Adas aAfraed an in^haustible nursery of 
timber; his new subjects were skilled 'm the arts of naviga- 
tiuB and ship-building; be animated his daring Vandals to 
embrace a mode of warfere which would render every mari- 
time oopatry accessible to their arms ; tiie Moors and Africans 
were allured by the hopes of plunder; and j after an interval 
of six centuries, tlie fleets that issued from the port of Car- 
thage again claimed the empire of the Mediterranean. The 
success of the Vandals, the conquest of Sicily, the sack of 
Palermo, and the frequent descents on the coast of Leucania, 
awakened and alanned the mother of Valentinian, and the 
sister of Theodosius. Alliances were formed ; and armaments, 
expensive and ineffectual, were prepared, for the destruction 
of the common enemy ; who reserved his courage to encoun- 
ter those dangers which his policy could not prevent or elude. 
The designs of tlie Roman government were repeatedly baf- 
fled by his artful delays, ambiguous promises, and apparent 
concessions ; and the interposition of his formidable confede- 
rate the king of tlie Huns, recalled the emperors from the 
conquest of Africa to the care of their domestic safety. Tin; 
revoiutiom of the palace, which left the Western empire 
without A defender, and without a lawful prince, dispelled the 
apprehensions, and stimulated the avarice, of Genseric. He 
immediately equipped a numerous fleet of Vandals and 
Moors, and cast anchor at the mouth of the Tyber, about 
tiiree OMBths after the death of Valentinian, and the elevation 
of Maximus to the Imperial throne. 

The private life of the senator Petrouius Maximus *, was 
ofitea alleged as a rare example of human felicity. His birth 
was noble and illustrious, since he descended from the Ani- 
cian fiunily ; his dignity was supported by an adequate patri- 
mony in land and mowy ; and these advantages of fortune 

^ SidoiiltM Apoliinarifi composed the thirteenth epistle of the second 
booka itt tlic fMcadax ot* his friend Sermnus, who entertained a singu- 

lar« feneiom, enthusiasm for the deceased emperor. This epistle, 
with toine indulgHice, nmy claim the praise of an elegwt composkion; and 
it throws much light on the charact^ of Maaixnus» 
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wtjro accompanied with liberal arts and decep^t mMners^ 
which %darA or imitate tlie inestimable gifts of genius and 
virtue. The^ luxury of his |^ace and table was hospitable 
and elegant. Whenever Mai^mus appeared in public, he 
Mas surrounded by a train of grateful and obsequious clients*; 
and it is possible that among these clients, he might deserve 
and possess tionie real friends. His merit was reurpirded by 
the favour of the prince and senate : he tlprice exe^^ised the 
office of Praetorian praefect of Italy ; he was twici? invested 
M^ith the consulship, and he obtained the rank of patrician* 
These civil honours were not incompatible with enjoyment 
of leisure and tranquillity ; his hours, according to the de* 
mauds of pleasure or reason, were accurately distributed by a 
water-clock ; and this avarice of time may be allowed to 
prove the sense which Maximus entertained of his own hap- 
piness. The injury which he received from the emperor 
Valentinian, appears to excuse the most bloody revenge. 
Tet a philosopher might have reflected, that, if the resistance 
of his wife had been sincere, her chastity was still inviolate, 
and that it could never be restored if she had consented to 
the will of the adulterer. A patriot would liave hesitated, 
before he plunged himself and his country into those inevita* 
ble calamities, which must follow the extinction of the royal 
house of Theodosius. I’he imprudent Maximus disregarded 
these salutary considerations : he gratified his resentment 
and ambition ; he saw the bleeding corpse of Valentinian at 
his feet ; and he heard himself saluted emperor by the unani- 
mous voice of the senate and people. But the day of his 
inauguration was the last day of his happiness. He was impri«» 
soned (such is the lively expression of Sidonius) in the pa- 
lace ; and after passing a sleepless night, he sighed that he 
bad attained the summit of bis wishes^ and aspired only to 
descend from the dangerous elevation* Oppressed by the 
weight of the diadem, he communicated his anxious thoughts 
to bis friend and qusestor Fulgen tins ; nnd when he looked back 
with unavailing regret on the secure pleasures of his former 

* Clientum, prsTia,p^beqcia, circumfosa, pofmlositas, is the train which 
Sidonius himseu (1. i. epiat. 9.) assigas to another seaatof of coniolar rai^. 

BS 
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life, the einperbr exclaiitied, *' O fortunate Daitiodefi *, (% 
** teign begati aPd ended with the same dinner :*# a well 
khowh allusion, which FulgenUus afterwards repeated as an 
inatructive lesson for pnnceyfnd subjects* 

The reign of Maximus continued about three months. 
Itis hours, of which he had lost the command, were distur- 
bed by r^orse, or guilt, or terror, and his throne was shaken 
by the 8e|iitions ^ the soldiers, the people, and the confede- 
rate Barbarians. The marriage of 'his son Palladius with the 
eldest daughter of the late emperor, might tend to establish 
the hereditary succession of his ^mily; but the violence 
which he offered to the empress Eudoxia, could proceed only 
firom the blind impulse of lust or revenge. His own wife, 
the cause of these tragic events’, had been seasonably removed 
by death ; and the widow of Valentinian was compelled to 
violate her decent mourning, perhaps her real grief, and to 
submit to the embraces of a presumptuous usurper, whom 
she suspected as the assassin of her deceased husband. These 
StjBpicions were soon justified by the indiscreet confession of 
Maximus himself ; and he wtmtonly provoked the hatred of 
his reluctant bride, who was still conscious that she descended 
from a line of emperors. From the East, however, Eudoxia 
could not hope to obtain any effectual assistance : her father 
and her aunt Pulcheria were dead : her mother languished at 
Jerusalem in disgrace and exile ; and the sceptre of Constan- 
tinople was in the hands of a stranger. She directed her 
eyes towards Carthage ; secretly implored the aid of the 
king of the Vandals ; and persuaded Genseric to improve the 
fair opportunity of disguising his rapacious designs by the 
specious names of honour, justice, and compassion f- 

* Districtub eiisis cui tu^rr impi^ 

Cervice pendet, non Sicuia: dopes 
Dulcein claborabunt Baporem: 

Non avitttn Cscbaneqae cautut 

Sonmuni reducent. Horat. Cann. iii. 1. 

Sidoniitt concludes his letter with the story of Damocles, which Cicero 
(Tuscutian. v. SO, 81.) had so inimitably told. 

t Notwithstandiut; the evidence of Procopius, Evagrms, Idatius, Marcel- 
linus, See, the learned Muratori (Anuali dltalhijtom. iv. p. 249. doubts the 
teality of this invitation, and obsorws, wkii t;rtith, " Non si pud dir 
Quauto 6ia tbedo il a segnarc o ffMnsciar voft But iiif aign* 
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WMIev^r at^ilities Maximus might have shewn in a subordi- 
nate stat^on^ he was found incapable of administering an em- 
pire ; and thbugh he might easily have been informed of the 
naval preparations M’hich were\^ade on the opposite shores of 
Africa, he expected with supine indifference the approach of 
the enemy, without adopting any measures of defence, of nego 
ciation, or of a timely retreat When the Vandals disembark- 
ed at the mouth of the 1 yber, the empeior was suddenly 
roused from his lethargy by the clamours of a trembling and 
exasperated multitude. The only hope which presented 
itself to his astonished mind was that of a precipitate flight, 
and he exhorted the senators to imitate the example of their 
prince. But no sooner did Maximus appear in tlie streets, 
than he was assaulted by a shower of stones : a Roman, or a 
Burgundian soldier, claimed the honour of the first wound ; 
his mangled body was ignominiously cast into the Ty her; 
the Roman people rejoiced in the punishment which they had 
inflipted on the author of the public calamities; and the do- 
mestics of Eudoxia signalized their zeal in the service of their 
mistress 

On the third day after the tumult, Genseric boldly advan- 
ced from the port of Ostia to the gates of the defenceless 
city. Instead of a sally of the Roman youth, there issued 
from the gates an unarmed and venerable procession of the 
bishop at the head of his clergy f* The fearless spirit of Leo, 
his authority and eleoquence, again mitigated the fierceness of 
a Barbarian conqueror : the king of the Vandals promised to 
spare the unresisting multitude, to protect the buildings from 
fire, and to exempt the captives from torture ; and although 


nujnt, from the inten'al of time and place, is extremely feeble. The figs 
which grew near Cartilage were produced to tlie senate of Home on the 
third day. 

♦ - - - Infidoque tibi Burgundio ductu 
Extorquet trepidas mactaudi principis iras. 

Sidon. in Parvegyr, Avit 442. 

A remarkable line, which insinuates that Romo and Maximus were betray- 
ed by their Burgundian mercenaries. 

t The apparent success of pope Leo may be justified by Prosper, and tl<c 
Historm Miicellm.; but the improbable notion of Baronius (A. D. 455. 
Ko. 18.), that Genseric spared the three apostolical churches, is not couiuc- 
Danced even by tlie doubtful testimony of the Likr Fontificalis. 
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such orders were neither seriously given, nor striftly 
the mediation of Leo was glorious to himself, aiK|m s^e 
degree beneficial lo bis country. But Rome and its inhabi- 
tants were deliver^ to the lifimtiousness of the Vandals and 
Moors, whose Wind p^ulhs revenged the injuries of Car- 
thage. The pillage lasted fourteen days and nights ; and all 
tliat yet remained of public or private wealth, of sacred or 
pro/kue treasure, was diligently transported to the vessels of 
Ccnseric. Anmng the spoils, the splendid relics of two tem- 
ples, or rather of two religions, exhibited a memorable exam- 
ple of the vicissitude of human and divine things. Since the 
abolition of Paganism, the Capitol had been violated |uid 
abaudoued ; yet the statues of the gods and heroes were still 
respected, and the curious roof of gilt bronze w^as reserved 
for the rapacious hands of Genseric *. The holy instruments 
of the Jewish worship the gold table, and the gold candle- 
stick with seven branches, originally framed accordirtg to the 
particular instructions of God himself, and which were pla- 
ced in the sanctuary of his temple, had been ostentatiously 
displayed to the Roman people in the triumph of Titus, 
They were afterw'ards deposited in the temple of Peace ; and 
at the end of four hundred years, the spoils of Jerusalena 
were transferred from Rome, to Carthage, by a Barbarian who 
derived his origin from the shores of the Baltic. These anci- 
♦'ut monuments might attract the notice of curiosity, as well 
as of avarice. But the Christian churches, enriched and 
adorned by the prevailing superstition of the times, afforded 
more plentiful materials tor sacrilege; and the pious liberali- 
ty of pope Leo, w ho melted six silver vases, the gift of Con- 


The proftTsion of Cotuhis, the first who gilt the mof of the Capito), 
wujy not imivert>uily approved (Plin. Hist. N»lur, xxxiii. IS.); b«tit was far 
exrroded by the etiipcror’s, and the external gilding of the temple cost Do- 
imtian 12,000 talents (2,400,0001). The expressions of Claudius and Ru- 
tilms {luce met alii 4 mu! a . . . fmtigia astrU, and cm/undutiique vagoi delu- 
bra tTiicmUiuvi'ius) maoitestly prove that this splendid covering was not re- 
moved either by tiie Christians or the Goths (see Donates, Roma Antiquh, 
L ii, c. 6. j). 125). It should seem that ilie roof of the Capitol was decora- 
ted with gilt statues, and chariots drawn by four l>orses. 

t Tiic curious reader may consult the learned and accurate treatise of 
Iladriun Reiund, de Spoliis Tempii lliei'osolymitanl in Arcu TiuanoEomft 
conbpicui^, in 12uao. Irajccti ud Rhenum, 1716. 
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each of in hundred pounds weight, is an evidence of 
the damage which he attempted to repair. In the forty-five 
years, t\mt had elapsed sinve the Gothic invasion, the pomp 
and lujrary of Rome were in some measure restored ; and it 
was difficult iither to escape, or to satisfy the avarice of a 
conqueror, who possessed leisure to collect, and ships to trans- 
port, the wealth of the capital. The imperial ornaments of 
the palace, the magnificent fiirniture and wardrobe, the side- 
boards of massy plate, were accumulated with disorderlj 
rapine : the gold and silver amounted to several thousand 
talents ; yet even the brass and copper were laboriously remo- 
ved, Eudoxia herself, who advanced to meet her friend and 
deliverer, soon bewailed the imprudence of her own conduct, 
■She was rudely stripped of her jew^els ; and the unfortunate 
empress, with her two daughters, the only surviving remains 
of the great I'heOdosius, was compelled, as a captive, to fol^ 
low the haughty Vandal ; who immediately hoisted sail, and 
returned with a prosperous navigation to the port of Car- 
thage Many thousand Romans of both sexes, chosen for 
some useful or agreeable qualifications, reluctantly embarked 
on board the fleet of Genseric ; and their distress was aggra- 
vated by the unfeeling Barbarians, who, in the division of 
their booty, separated the wives from their husbands, and the 
children from their parents. The cliarity of Deogratias, 
bishop of Carthage was their only consolation and sup- 
port. He generously sold the gold and silver plate of the 
church to purchase the freedom of some, to alleviate the shi- 
very of others, and to assist the wants and infirmities of a 
captive multitude, whose health was impaired by the hard- 
ships wliich they had suffered in their passage from Italy to 
Africa, By his order, two spacious churches were converted 
into hospitals : the sick were distributed in convenient l:)eds, 

* The vessel whidi transported the relics of the Capitol, was t}>e only 
one of the witolc tlccc tliat suhiered shipwreck. If a bigocted sophist, a 
Pagan bigot, had mentioned the accident, be might have rejoiced tnat tlik 
cargo of saciilege was lost in the sea. 

f bee Victor Vitensis, de Persecut, Vandal. 1. i. c. 8. p. 11, 12. edit. Ruiu- 
art. Deograttas governed the church of Carthage only three years. If 
he had not been ppvately buried, his corpse would have been torn piece* 
meal by the mad devotion of the people. 
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aiid liberal ly supplied wth food and mediciDas ; and ^ 
aped prelate repeated his visits both in the day aitd night* 
with an assiduity that surpassed bis strength, and j^nder 
sympathy which enhanosd |hc value of Ids services. Com^ 
pare this scene with the field of Cannae ; and judge between 
Hannibal and the successor of Si. Cyprian *. 

The deaths of ^Etius and Valentinian had relaxed the ties 
which held the Bari)arians of Oaul in peace and subordina*- 
tion. The sea-epast was infested by the Saxons ; the Ale* 
mannt and the Franks advanced from the Rhine to the Seine ; 
and the ambition of the Goths seemed to meditate more ex* 
tensive and permanent conquests. The emperor Maximus 
relieved himself, by a judicious choice, from the weight of 
these distant cares ; he silenced the solicitations of his friends, 
listened to the voice of fame, and promoted a stranger to thp 
geneml command of the forces in Gaul. Avitus f, the 
stranger, whose merit was so nobly rewarded, descended 
from a wealty and honourable family in the diocese of 
Auvergne. The convulsions of the times urged him to em- 
brace, with the same ardour, the civil and military profes- 
sions; and tlie indefatigable youth blended the studies of 
literature and jurisprudence with the exercise of arms and 
hunting. Thirty years of his life were laudably spent in the 
public service;^ he alternately displayed bis talents in war 
and negociation ; and the soldier of iEtius, after executing 
the most important emipssies, was raised to the station of 
Praetorian praefect of Gaul. Either the merit of Avitus exci- 
ted envy, or his moderation was desirous pf repose, since he 
calmly retired to an estate, which he possessed in the neigh- 
bourliood of Clermont, A copious stream issuing from the 
mountain, and falling headlong in many a loud and foaming 
cascade, discharged its waters into a lake about two miles in 

* The general evidence for the death of Maximus, and the sack of Rome 
hy tl)e Vandals, is cooiprized in Sidonins (Panegyr. Avit.441 — 450.), Pro- 
copius (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4, 5. p. 188, 189. and 1. u. c. 9. p* 955.^ 
Evagrins (1, ii, c. 7.), Jomandes (dc Reb. Gpticis, c. 45. p. <?77.), and the 
Chronicles of Idatius, Prosper, Marceliiaus, and Theophanes, under the pro. 
par jrear. 

t Tl»e private life and elevation of Avitus muvt be deduced, with becctt?\- 
ing suspicion, Irora the paaef|rk pivaouuced hy Sid^aius Apulbnaris, hif 
subject, and his son<4i>-Iaw, 
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length, and the villa was pleasantly seated on the margin of 
the lake. The baths, the porticoes, the summer and winter 
apartments, were adapted to the purposes of luxury and use ; 
and the adjacent ’country afforded the various prospects of 
woods, pastures, and meadows In this retreat, where Avi* 
tus amused his leisure with books, rural sports, the practice 
of husbandry, and the society of his friends f, he received 
the imperial diploma, which constituted him master-general 
of the cavalry and infantry of Gaul. He assumed the milita- 
ry command j the Barbarians suspended their fury; and 
whatever means lie might employ, whatever concessions he 
might be forced to make, the people enjoyed the benefits of 
actual tranqiiility. But the late of Gaul depended on th^ 
Visigoths ; and the Roman general, less attentive to his dig- 
nity than to the public interest, did not disdain to visit 
Thoulouse in the charact^i of an ambassador. He w^as recei- 
ved with courteous hospitality by I'heodoric, the king of the 
Goths ; but while Avitus laid the foundations of a solid alli- 
ance with tliat powerful nation, he was astonished by the in- 
telligence, that the emperor Maximus was slain, and that 
Rome had been pillaged by the Vandals. A vacant throne, 
which he might ascend without guilt or danger, tempted his 
ambition % ; and the Visigoths were easily persuaded to sup- 
port his claim by their irresistible suffrage. They loved tlie 
person of Avitus; they respected his virtues; and they 
were not insensible of the advantage, as well as honour, of 


* After the example of the yomigcr Pliny, Sidonius (!. ii. c. 2,) ha» labour- 
ed tlie ilond, prolix, and obscure description of his vtlia, which bore tisa 
name (Avitacum J, and hud been the property of Avitus. Tlie precise situ- 
ation is not ascertained. Consult however the notes of Savaron and Sit- 
iDond. 

t Sidonius (I- ii* epist. 9.) has described the country life of the Gallic 
nobles, ‘in a visit whicli he made to his friends, w’^iose estates were in th® 
netglibourhood of Nisines. The morning- hours were spent in the sp/i^riste* 
rium, or tennis court; or in the library, which was furnished with Latin au- 
thors, profane and religious; the former for the men, die latter fortht 
ladies. The table was twice served, at dinner and supper, with iiot meat 
(boiled and roast) and wine. During the intermediate time, the com- 
pany slept, took the air on horseback, and used die wanu batii. 

J Seventy lines of panegyric (505 — 575.;, which describe die importuni- 
ty of Theodoric and of Gaul, struggling to overcome the modest reiuctanct 
of Avitus, are blown away by thfee words of an honest historian, ftoa^a 
Hum ambmet Imperram (Greg. Turon. 1. ii. c. 11. in tom. ii. p. lt>3.; 

VoL. V. C 
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giving an emperor to the West. The season was now ap- 
proaching, in which the annual assembly of the sewn pro- 
vinces was held at Arles; their. deliberations might perhaps 
be influenced by the presence of Theodoric, and his martial 
brothers ; but their choice would naturally incline to the 
most illustrious of their countrymen, Avitus, after a decent , 
resistance, accepted the Imperial diadem from the represen- 
tatives of Gaul ; and his election was ratified by the acclama- 
tions of the Barbarians and provincials. The formal consent 
of Marcian, emperor of the East, was solicited and obtained: 
but the senate, Rome, and Italy, though humbled by thvir 
recent calamities, subniitted with a secret murmur to the 
presumption of the Gallic usurper. 

Theodoric, to whom Avitus was indebted for the purple, 
had acquired the Gothic sceptre by the murder of his elder 
brother Torismond; and he jiistified this atrocious deed by 
the design wdiich his predecessor had formed of violating 
his alliance with the empire Such a crime might not be 
incompatible with the virtues of a Barbarian ; but the man- 
ners of 'I’lieodoric were gentle and humane ; and posterity 
may contemplate without terror the original picture of a 
Gothic king, whom Sidonius had ititimately observed, in the 
liours of peace and of social intercourse. In au epistle, dated 
from the com^t of Thoulouse, the orator satisfies the curiosity 
of one of his friends, in the following description f : By 
the m:\jesty of his appearance, Theodoric would command 
the respect of those who are ignorant of his merit; and 
^‘ although he is born a prince, his merit would dignify a 
private station. He is of a middle stature, his body 
appears rather plump than fat, and in his well-proportioned 
limbs agility is united with muscular strength 1 . If you 

^ Isidore, arclibisho[) of Seville, who was him?>clf of the Mood royal of 
the Gothis, acknowledges, and almost justices fliist. Goth. p. 718.;lhecrizmj 
which their slave Joriiandcs had basely dissembled (c. 43. p. 67o.). * 

fThis elaborate description (1. i. ep. li, p. .3—7.) was dictated by sonic 
political motive. It was designed for the public eye, and had been shewn 
by the friends of Sidonius, before it was inserted in the collection of his 
episdes. The first book was published separately. See Tilieinont, JMc 
moires Eccles. tom. xvi. p. '204, 

1 1 have suppressed, in this portrait of Theodoric, several minute cirriim 
:«tances,Hnd technical phrases, which could be tolerable, or indeed init'lligi- 
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** examine his countenance, you will distinguish a high fore- 
hea(^ large shaggy eyebrows, an aquiline nose, tliin lips, a 
" regular set of white teeth, and a fair complexion, that 
** blushes more frequently from modesty than from anger. 
The ordinary distribution of his time, as far as it is exposed 
to the public view% may be concisely represented. Before 
day-break, he rej>airs, with a small train, to his domestic 
chapel, where the service is perlbrined by the Arlan clergy; 
but those who presume to interpret his secret sentiments 
consider tliis assiduous devotion as die eftect of habit and 
policy. The rest of the morning is employed in the ad- 
** ministration of his kingdom. His cliair is surrounded by 
some military oflia^rs of decent aspect and behaviour: the 
“ noisy crowd of his Barbarian guards occupies the hall of 
audience ; but they are not permitted to stand within the 
veils or curtains, that conceal the council-chamber from vul- 
gar eyes. I'he ambassadors of the nations are successively 
“ introduced : Tlieodoric listens with attention, answers them 
with discreet brevity, and either announces or delays, at> 
cording to die nature of their business, his final resolution. 
About eight (the second hour) he rises from his throne, 
^ and visits, either his treasury, or his stables. If he chuses 
to hunt, or at least to exercise himself on horseback, his 
** bow is carried by a favourite youth; but wdien the game is 
marked, he bends it with his own hand, and seldom misses 
“ the object of his aim : as a king, he disdains to bear arms 
in such ignoble warfare; but as a soldier, he w^ould blush 
to accept any military service which he could perform 
himself. On common days, his dinner is not different 
from the repast of a private citizen ; but every Saturday, 
many honourable guests are invited to die royal table, 

** which, on these occasions, is served with the elegance of 
Greece, the plenty of Gaul, and the order and diligence of 
Italy*. The gold or silver plate is less remarkable for its 


UjC, to thos^ only who, like the contemporaries of Sidonius, had frequented 
the markets where naked slaves were exposed to sale (Dubos, Hist. Critique, 
tom. i. p. 404.). 

* Videas ibi clegantiam Grsecam, abundantiam Galiicanam celeritatem 
Italaiu; pubiicam poinpain, privatam, diligentlam, regiuxn disciplinam. 

C2 
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weight, than for the brightness and curious workmanship : 
** the taste is gratified without the help of foreign and costly 
^ luxury; the si?e and number of cups of wine are regula- 
ted with a strict regard to the laws of temperance; and 
the mspectful silence that prevails, is interrupted only by 
grave and instructive conversation. After dinner, Thcodo- 
ric sometimes indulges himself in a short slumber; and as 
soon as he wakes, he calls for the dice and tables, encoura- 
ges his friends to forget the royal majesty, and is delighted 
when they freely express the passions, which aie excited by 
tlie incidents of play. At this game, which he loves as 
the image of war, he alternately displays his eagerness, his 
skill, his patience, and his cheerful leniper. If he loses, he 
laughs ; he is modest and silent, if he wins. Yet, notwith* 
standing this seeming indiflerence, his courtiers chuse to 
solicit any favour in the moments of victory ; and I myself, 
in my applications to the king, have derived some benefit 
from my losses*. About the ninth hour (three o'clock) 
“ the tide of business again returns, and flows incessantly 
till after sun-set, when the signal of the royal supper dis- 
misses the weary crowd of suppliants and pleaders. At 
*• U>e supper, a more familiar repast, buffoons and panto- 
mimes are sometimes introduced, to divert, not to offend, 
“ the company, by their ridiculous wit ; but female singers, 
and the soft effeminate modes of music, are severely 
nished, and such martial tunes as animate the soul to deeds 
of valour are alone grateful to the ear of Tlieodoric. He 
retires from table ; and the nocturnal guards are immedi^ 
^ ately posted at the entrance of the treasury, the palace, and 
the private apartments/’ 

When the king of tlie Visigoths encouraged Avitus to 
assume the purple, he offered his person and his forces, as a 
faithful soldier of the republicf. The exploits of I'heodoric 


* Tunc etiam rg;o aliqnid obsecraturus felicltor vincor, et milii tabula 
perit ut causa saK'«tur, Sidoiiius ot Auvergne was not a subject of Theo- 
doriev; but be might be cotppelled to solicit cither justice or favour at the 
court of Thoulouse. 

t rhcodoiic himself had given a solemn and voluntary promise of fidelity, 
which was understood both lu Gaol and Sp^in, 

Roinsc sum, te duce, Amicus, 

Trincipc tc, Miles, Sidon. Panegyr. Avit. fill. 
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soon convinced the world, that he had not degenerated from 
the warlike virtues of his ancestors. After the establishment 
of the Goths in Aquitain, and the passage of the Vandals into 
Africa, the Suevj, 'who had fixed their kingdom in Gallicia, 
aspired to the conquest of Spain, and threatened to cxtinguisli 
the feeble remains of the Roman dominion. The provincials 
of Carthagena and Tarragona, afflicted by an hostile invasion, 
represented their injuries and their apprehensions. Count 
Fronto was dispatched, in the name of the emperor Avitus; 
with advantageous offers of peace and alliance ; and Theodo- 
ric interposed his weighty mediation, to declare that, unless 
his brother-in-law, the king of the Suevi, immediately retired, 
he should be obliged to arm in the cause of justice and of 
Rome. Tell him,’* replied the haughty Rechiarius, ** that 
** 1 despise his friendship and his arms j but that I shall soon 
try, whether he will dare to expect my arrival under the 
walls of Thoulouse.*' Such a challenge urged Thcodoric 
to prevent the bold designs of his enemy : he passed the 
Pyrenees at the head of the Visigoths : the Franks and Bur- 
gundians served under his standard; and though he professed 
himself the dutiful servant of Avitus, he privately stipulated, 
for himself and his successors, the absolute possession of the 
Spanish conquests. The two armies, or rather the two nations, 
encountered each other on tlie j;>anks of the river Urbicus, 
about twelve miles from Astorga; and the decisive victory of 
the Goths appeared for awhile to have extirpated the name 
and kingdom of the Suevi. From the field of battle Theo- 
doric advanced to Braga, their metropolis, which still retained 
the splendid vestiges of its ancient commerce and dignity 
His entrance was not polluted with blood, and the Goths 
respected the chastity of their female captives, more especially 
of the consecrated virgins : but the greatest part of the clergy 
and people were made slaves, and even the churches and altars 
were confounded in the universal pillage. The unfortunate 

• Quaeque sio^ pelagi jactat se Bmcam dives. 

Anson, (k Claris Urbibus, p. 245. 

From the design of the king of the Suevi, it is evident that the navigation 
from ports of Gallicia to the Mediterranean was known and practised. 
The ships of Bracara, or Braga, cauttoosiy steered along the coast, without 
daring to lost themselves in the Atlantic. 
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king of the Suevi had escaped to one of the ports of the 
ocean; but the obstinacy of the winds opposed his^fligiit; 
lie was delivered to his implacable rival; and Rechiarius, who 
neither desired nor expected mercy^ received with manly con* 
stancy, the death which he would probably have inflicted# 
After this bloody sacrifice to policy or resentment, Theodoric 
carried his victorious arms as far as Merida, the principal 
town of Lusitania, without meeting any resistance, except 
from the miraculous powers of St. Eulalia; but he was stopped 
in the full career of success, and recalled from Spain before he 
could provide for the security of his conquests. In his retreat 
towards the Pyrenees, he revenged his disappointment on the 
yountry through which he passed ; and, in the sack of Pol- 
lentia and Astorga, he shewed himself a faithless ally as well 
as a cruel enemy. Whilst the king of the Visigoths fought 
and vanquished in the name of Avitus, the reign of Avitus had 
expired ; and both the honour and the interest of Theodoric 
were deeply wounded by the disgrace of a friend wiiom he 
had seated on the throne of the Western empire 
The pressing solicitations of the senate and people, per- 
suaded the emperor Avitus to fix his residence at Rome, and 
to accept the consulship for the ensuing year. On the first 
day of January, his son-in-law, Sidonlus Apollinaris, cele- 
brated his praises in a panegyric of six hundred verses ; but 
this composition, though it was rewarded with a brass statue t, 
seems to contain a very moderate proportion, either of genius 
or of truth. The poet, if we may degrade that sacred name, 
exaggerates the merit of a sovereign and a father; and his pro- 
phecy of a long and glorious reign w^as soon contradicted by 
the event. Avitus, at a time when the Imperial dignity was 
reduced to a pre-eminence of toil and danger, indulged him- 
self in the pleasures of Italian luxury ; age had not extinv 
guished his amorous inclinations ; and he is accused of insult-* 


* The Sucvic war is the most autheitic part of the Chronicle of Idatius> 
who, as bishop of Iria Flavia, was himself a spectator and a sudbrer. Jor- 
iiancJes (c. 44. p. 675, 676, 677.) has expatiated with pleasure on the Gothic 
victory. 

I In one of die porticoes or galleries belonging to Trajan’s library, aiapug 
tlic statues of famous writers and orators. iSidoti. Apoli, 1. ix. episL 
p. iJd4. Carm, vai. p. 650. 
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in?, with indiscreet and ungenerous raillery^ the husbands 
whose \«ives he had seduced or violated But the Homans 
were not inclined, either to excuse his faults, or to acknow-^ 
ledge his virtues. The several parts of the empire became 
every day more alienated from each other : and the stranger 
of Gaul was the object of popular hatred and contempt* 
The senate asserted their legitimate claim in the election of 
an emperor ; and their authority, which had been originally 
derived fi*ora the old constitution, viiis again fortified by the 
actual weakness of a declining monarchy. Yet even such a 
monarchy might have resisted the votes of an unarmed senate* 
if their discontent had not been supported, or perhaps in- 
flamed, by Count Ricimer, one of the principal commanders 
of the Barbarian troops, who formed the military defence of 
Italy. The daughter of Wallia, king of the Visigoths, was 
the mother of Ricimer ; but he was descended, on the father’s 
side, from the nation of the Suevif : his pride, or patriotism, 
might be exasperated by the misfortunes of his countrymen; 
and he obeyed, with reluctance, an emperor, in whose elevation 
he had not been consulted. His faithful and important ser- 
vices against the common enemy, rendered him still more 
farinidable X ’* and, after destroying, on the coast of Corsica, 
a fleet of Vandals, which consisted of sixty gallies, Ricimer 
returned in triumph, with the appellation of the Deliverer of 
Italy. He chose that moment to signify to Avitus, that his 
reign was at an end ; and the feeble emperor, at a distance 
from his Gothic allies, was compelled, after a short and una- 
vailing struggle, to abdicate the purple. By the clemency, 
however, or the contempt of Ricimer he was permitted to 


* Luxuriose agore volens fi senatoribus projoctus cst, is the concise ex- 
pression of Gregory' of Tours (1. ii. xi. in tom. ii. p. 1GB.). An old Cliro- 
iiiclc (in tom. ii- p. 649 ) mentions an indecent jest of Avitus, which seems 
more applicable to Home than to Treves. 

t iiidonius (Pauegyr, Anthem. 302, &c.) praises the royal birth of IMcI- 
mer, the lawful heir, as he chuses to iasiiiuale, botli of the Gothic and Suc\ic 
kingdoms. 

t See the Chronicle of Idatius. Jornandes (c. xliv, p. 076 ) styles him, 
with some truth, virum egregium, et pene tunc in Italia ad exercituin singn- 
larem. 

§ Parcens innocentiae Aviti, is the compn.ssionatc, but contemptuous lari- 
cuage of Victor lunnunensiB (in Cbron. apud Sculiger lutsob.). In another 
place, he calls h’.u',, vir tolms simplicitatis. This commendation is more 
humble, but it i; mo: * jlid and sincere, than the praises of .bidomus. 
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dncend from th« throne, to the more desirable station of 
bidioplf Placentia: but the resentment of the senate was 
still unsatisfied ; tind their inflexible severity pronounced the 
sentence of hie detlh. He fled towards 'the Alps, with the 
bumble hope, noft of arming the Visigoths in his cause, but of 
securing his person and treasures in the sanctuary of Julian, 
one of the tutelar saints of Auvergne *. Disease, or the 
band of the executioner, arrested him on the road ; yet his 
remains were decently transported to Brivas, or Brioude, in 
bU native province, and he reposed at the feet of his holy 
patron f. Avitus left only one daughter, the wife of Sidonius 
Apollinaris, who inherited the patrimony of his fether-iii-law, 
lamenting, at the same time, the disappointment of his public 
and private expectations. His resentment prompted him to 
join, or at least to countenance, the measures of a rebellious 
faction in Gaul ; and the poet had contracted some guilt, 
which it was incumbent on him to expiate, by a new tribute 
of flattery to the succeeding emperor j. 

The successor of Avitus presents the welcome discovery of 
a great and heroic character, such as sometimes arise in a de* 
generate age, to vindicate the honour of the human species. 
The emperor Majorian has deserved the praises of his con- 
temporaries and of posterity; and these praises may be 
strongly expressed in the words of a judicious and disinte- 
rested histotian ; “ Tliat he was gentle to his subjects ; that 


• He suSered, as it is supposed, in the persecution of Diocletian (Title, 
mont, Mem. Eccles. tom. v. p 279. 696.). Gregory of Tours, his peculiar 
votary, has dedicated to the ^ory of Julian the Martyr, an entire book (de 
Glom Martyrum, 1. ii. in Max. Bihliot. Fatrum, toiu.xi. p. 861 — 871.), in 
which he relates about fifty foolish miracles performed by liis relics. 

t Gregory of Tours, (1. ii. c. xi. p. 168.) is conciac, but correct, in the 
tcign of his countryman. The words of idaiius, ** caret imperio, caret et 
“ vitA," seem to imply, tfiat the death of Avitus was violent; but it must 
have been secret, since Evagrias (1. ii. c, 7.) could suppose, that he died ot 
the plague. 

I Alter u modest appeal to tlie examples of his br-ethren, Virgil and Ho- 
race, Sidonius honestly conlesscs the debt, aud promises paymenl. 

Sic inihi diverso nuper sub Marte cadenti 
Jussisti placido Victor ut essem aniino. ^ 

Serviat ergo tibi servati lingua poet®, 

Atqae me® vit® laus tua sic precium. 

. Sidou. Apoli. carm. iv. p. 308. 

See Dubos,IIist. Critique, tom, i. p. 448, kc. 
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** he terrible to his enemies ; and t^at hi^ excelled in 
4mrf firtuei ali bis predecessors who had reigned o^r ^the 
Romans Such a testimony may justify at least the 
pan^yric of Sidonius : and we may acquiesce in tim assu^ 
ranee, tliat, although the obsequious orator would have flat-* 
t^ed, with equal zeaU the most worthless of princes, the ex- 
traordiiiary merit of his object confined him, on this occa*« 
sion^ within the hounds of truth f. Majorian derived his 
name from his maternal grandfather, who,, in the reign of 
the great Theodosius, had commanded the troops of the 
Illyrian frontier. He gave his daughter in marriage to the 
father of Majorian, a respectable officer, who administered 
tbc'revenues of Gaul with skill and integrity; and gene- 
rously preferred the friendship of -®tius, to the tempting 
offers of an insidious court. His son, the future enmperor, 
who was educated in the profession of arms, displayed, from 
his early youth, inuepid courage, premature wisdom, and 
Unbounded liberality in a scanty fortune. He followed tliC 
standard of iEtius, contributed to its success, shared, and 
sometimes eclipsed his glory, and at last excited the jealousy 
of the patrician, or rather of his wife, who forced him to 
retire from the service Majorian, after the death of 
dStius, was recalled, and promoted; and his intimate con- 
nection with count Ricioier, was the immediate step by 
which he ascended the throne of the Western einpiro. 
During the vacancy that succeeded the abdication of Avitus, 
the ambitious Barbarian, whose birth excluded him from the 

* The words of Procopius deserve to be transcribed ; vro<; >«p o 
^vfjt/axxrta^ rat wunwrt PvfjMwy etftrff •arutrff; and 

afterwards, am ra f*iv h i»( tat 

meXifMov^ (de Beil. Vaudnl. 1. i. c. 7. p. 194.); a concise but comprehensive 
definition of royal virtue. 

t The Panegyric was pronounced at Lyons before the end of the year 
458, while the emperor was still consul, it has more art than genius, ani 
more labour than art. The ornamenti arc false or trivial ; the expressioh. 
is feeble and prolix; and Sidoaius wants the skill to exrhibii the principal 
figure in a strong and distinct light. The private life of Majorian occupies 
about tw’o hundred lines, 107— 305- 

I She pressed his immediate death, and was scarcely satisfied with his 
disgrace. It should seem, tHat ^tius, like BelHsarius and Marlborough, was 
governed by bis wife; whose fervent piety, though it might woik nuracles 
(Gregor. Turon. 1. ii, c. 7. p. 162.), was not incompSitibie With base and San- 
guinary counsels. 

VoL. V. D 
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Imperia] dignit)t, governed Italy, with the title of Patrician ; 
resign^, to his friend, the conspicuoaa station of master* 
general of the, cavalry and infantry ; and, after im interval 
of some months, consented to the unanimous wish of the 
Romans, whose favour Majoriun had solicited by a recent 
victory over the Alemanni He was invested with the pur* 
pie at Ravenna; and the epistle which he addressed to the 
senate, will best describe his situation and his sentiments. 
“ Your election. Conscript Fathers ! and the ordinance of 
the most valiant army, have made me your emperor f. 
** May the propitious Deity direct and prosper the counsels 
and events of my administration, to your advantage, and 
to the public welfare ! For my own part, I did not aspire, 
'' I have submitted, to reign ; nor should I have discharged 
the obligations of a citizen, if I had refused, with base 
'' and selfish ingratitude, to support the weight of those 
labours, which were imposed by the republic. Assist^ 
therefore, the prince whom you have made; partake tl>e 
** duties which you have enjoined ; and may our common 
endeavours promote the happiness of an empire, which I 
have accepted from your hands. Be assured, that, in our 
times, justice shall resume her ancient vigour, and that 
virtue shall become not only innocent but meritorious. 
Let none^ except the authors themselves, be apprehensive 
which, as a subject, I have always condemn* 
ed, and, as a prince, will severely punish. Our own vigi* 
lance, and that of our father, the patrician Uicimer, shall 

* The Alemanni had passed the Hhetian Alps, and were defeated in the 
Campi Caninif or Valley of BcUinzone, through which the Tesin flows, in its 
descent from Mount Adula, to the Li^o Muggiore (Cluver. Italia Anliq, 
tom. i. p, 100, 101.). This boasted victory over nine hundred B%"irbariaiis 
(Paiu‘«:>r. Majorian, [373, &c.), betrays the extreme weakness of Italy. 

t iinpcratorcm me factum, P. C’. elcctioxiis vcstr» arbitrio, et fortissimi 
cxercitus ordinatioue agnoacite (Novell. Majorian. tit. iii. p. 31. ad Calcem 
Cod. ThcOdos.). Sidouiiis proclaims the unanimous voice of the empire. 

■ — fc^Po&tquam ordine vobis 
Ordo omnis regliufh dederat} pleb^curicy mileSy 

Et colkga siniui. 306. 

This language is ancient alid conslitutlqnal ; and w C may observfe, that the 
cUr^y were not yet considered as a distinct (»f the stale. 

I Kitlier ddaupnes,or drlationes, would afmnl a tolerable reading; but 
there is much more tense and spirit in the latter, to which 1 have therefore 
given the preference. 
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^ Tfgtilate nil mililnry affairs, and provide for the'saffety of 
the ^oman world, which we have saved from foreign and 
domestic enemies*. You now understand the maxims of 
my government: you may confide in die faitbfuHove and 
sincere assurances of a prince, who has formerly been the 
companion of your life and dangers; who still glories in 
the name of senator, and who is anxious, that you should 
never repent of the judgment which you have pronounced 
in his favour.” The emperor, who, amidst the ruins of 
the Roman world, revived the ancient language of law and 
liberty, which Trajan would nut have disclaimed, must have 
derived those generous sentiments from his own heart*; since 
they were not suggested to his imitation by the customs of his 
age, or the example of his predecessors f , 

The private and public actions of Majorian are very im- 
perfectly known: but his laws, remarkable for an original 
cast of tbouglit and expression, faithfully represent the cha- 
racter of a sovereign who loved his people, who sympathized 
in their distress, who had studied the causes of the decline 
of the empire, and who was capable of applying (as far as such 
reformation was practicable) judicious and effectual remedies 
to the public disorders His regulations concerning the 
finances manifestly tended to remove, or at least to mitigate, 
the most intolerable grievances. 1. From the first hour of bis 
reign, he was solicitous (I translate his own words) to relieve 
the weary fortunes of the provincials, oppressed by the accu- 
mulated weight of indictions and superindictions With 
this view, he granted an universal amnesty, a final and abso- 

* Ab externo bostc et tx dgmestica clade libcravinms ; hy the latter, Ma- 
jorian must understand the tyranny of A virus; whose death he consequently 
avowed as a meritorious act. On this occasion, Sidonins is fearful and ob- 
scure; he describe!* the twelve Cajsars, the nations of Africa, &ic, that he 
may escape the dangerous name of Avitos (305 — 369), 
t See the whole edict or epistle of Majorian to the senate (Novell, tit. 

IT. p. 34,). Yet the expressiouj regnum T}ostrum, bears some taint of the 
age, and does uot mix kindly witli the word rtipuhlicu, which he frequently 
repeats. 

J See the laws of Majorian (they are only nine in number, but very long 
and various), at the end of the Tlieodosjan Code, Novell. Liy. p. 32—37, 
(todefroy has not given any commentary on these additional pieces. 

§ Fessas provincialium variH atque inultiplici tributoruin exactione fortu- 
nas, et extraordinariis hscalium solutionum onenbus attritas^ dtc. Novell. 
Majorian, tit, iv. p. 34. 

D2 
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kite discbarge of all arrears of tribute, of all debts, wbiebi 
fiiKier any pretence, the fiscal officers might dcmiyad from 
the people. This fifise dereliction of obsolete, vexatious, 
and unprofitable cliims, improved and purified the sources of 
the public revenue ; and the subject, who could now look 
back without despair, might labour with hope and gratitude 
for himself and for his country. II. In the assessment and 
collection of taxes, Majorian restored the ordinary jurisdic- 
tion of the provincial magistrates ; and suppressed the extra- 
ordinary commissions which had been introduced^ in the 
name of the emperor himself, or of the Praetorian prasfects. 
The favourite servants, who obtained such inregular powers. 
Were insolent in their behaviour, and arbitrary in their de-^ 
mands : they affected to despise the subordinate tribunals, 
and they were discontented, if their fees and profits did not 
twite exceed the sum which they condescended to pay into 
the treasury. One instance of their extortion would appear 
incredible, were it not authenticated by the legislator himself, 
They exacted the whole payment in gold : but they refused 
the current coin of the empire, and would accept only such 
ancient pieces as were stamped with the names of Faustina 
or the Antonines, The subject, who was unprovided with 
these curious medals, had recourse to the expedient of com- 
pounding with their rapacious demands ; or, if he succeeded 
in the research, his imposition was doubled, according to the 
weight and value of the money of former times*. III. The 
municipal corporations (says the emperor) the lesser se- 
^ nates (so antiquity has justly styled them), deserve to be 
considered as the lieart of the cities, and the sinews of the 
republic. And yet, so low are they now reduced, by the 
** injustice of magistrates, and the venality of collectors, 
that many of their members, renouncing their dignity and 
their country, hat’c taken refuge in distant and obscure 
** exile.** He urges, and even compels, tlieir return to their 
respective cities ; but he removes the grievance lyhich had 

• The kamed Greaves (wl. i. p, 329, 330, “331.) 1ms ftwad, by a diligent 
enquiry, that aurei of the Antonines weiglied one hundred and eighteen, and 
those of the fifth century only wxty'.cight, English grains. M^titian gives 
Currency to ailgoM coin, excepting only the Oallk soiidui, from its deficit 

ency, aot in tiie weight, but in the standard. 
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for«ccd ibcm to desert the exercise ol’ th#ir ffmoi^sipal fuucir 
tions. They are directed, laoder the authority of tlie j)m- 
vincial magistrates, to resume their office of levying the tri- 
bute, but, instead of being made responsible for the whol# 
sum assessed on tj||eir district, they are only-required tq pro- 
duce a regular account of the payments which tiiey bavo 
actually received, and of the defaulters who are still indebt^ 
ed to the public* IV* But Majorian was not ignorant that 
tiiese corporate bodies were too much inclined to retaliate 
theinjustice and oppression which they had suffered ; and ho 
therefore revives the useful office of the dejmders of cities^ 
He exhoits the people to elect, in a full and free assemblyi 
lame man of discretion and integrity, who would dare to 
assert their privileges, to represent their grievaoces, to pro- 
tect the poor from the tyranny of the rich, and to inform tha 
emperor of the abuses tiiat were committed under the sanc- 
tion of his name and authority. 

The spectator* who casts a mournful view over the ruins of 
ancient Rome, is tempted to accuse the memory of the 
Goths and Vandals, for the mischief which they had neither 
leisure, nor power, nor perhaps inclination, to perpetrate# 
The tempest of war might strike some lofty turrets to the 
ground ; but the destruction which undermined the founda- 
tions of those massy fabrics, was prosecuted, slowly and 
silently, during a period of ten centuries ; and the motives of 
interest, that afterwards operated without shame or controul, 
were severely checked by the taste and spirit of the emperor 
Wajorian. The decay of the city had gradually impaired the 
value of the public works. The circus and theatres might 
still excite, but they seldom gratified, the desires of the peo- 
ple ; the temples, which had escaped the zeal of the Chris- 
tians, were no longer inhabited either by gods nr men ; the 
diminished crowds of the Romans were lost in the immense 
space of their baths and porticoes ; and the stately libraries 
and halls of justice became useless to an indolent generation, 
whose repose was seldom disturbed, either by study, or busi- 
ness. The monuments of consular, or Imperial, greatness 
were no longer revered, as the immortal glory of the capital ; 
they were only esteemed as an inexhaustible mine of materi- 
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als, eheaper. and more convenient, than the distant qtiaTTj% 
specious petitions were continually addressed to the easy 
magistrates of Romef^ which stated the want of stones or 
bricks for some necessary service : the fairest forms of afdti- 
tectiire were mkly detaced for the sakeWf some paltry, or 
pretended, repairs; and the degenerate Homans, who con- 
verted the spoil to their own emolument, demolished #ith 
sacrilegious hands, the labours of their ancestors. Madorian, 
who had often sighed over the desolation of the city, applied 
a severe remedy to the growing evil ♦. He reserved to the 
I>rince and senate the sole cognisance of the extreme cases 
which might justify the destruction of an ancient edifice ; 
im[)08ed a fine of fifty pounds of gold (two thousand pounds 
sterling), on every magistrate, who should presume to grant 
such illegal and scandalous licence ; and threatened to chas- 
tise the criminal obedience of their subordinate officers, by 
a severe w hipping, and the amputation of both their hands. 
hi the last instance, the legislator might seem to forget the 
proportion of guilt and punishment *, but his zeal arose from 
a generous principle, and Majorian was anxious to protect 
the monuments of those ages, in which he w^ould hare de- 
sired and deserved to live. The emperor conceived, tliat it 
was his interest to increase the number of his subjects ; that 
it was Ijis duty to guard the purity of the marriage- bed : but 
the means which he employed to accomplish these salutary 
purposes, are of an ambiguous, and perhaps exceptionable, 
kind. 'I’he pious maids, w^ho consecrated their virginity to 
ChriwSt, Were restrained from taking the veil, till they had 
reached their fortieth year. Widows under that age were 
compelled to form a second alliance within the term of five 
years, by the forfeiture of half their wealth to their neare. t 
relations, or to the state. Unequal marriages were condemned 

^ The whole edict (Novell. Majorian. tit. vi. p. 36.) is curious. ** Anti- 
** quurum pdmm dissumtur ^>eciosa cOa structio; ct ut aliquid reparctur, 

“ tuagna diruuntur. Hinc jam occasio mncxtiiT, ut etiam unusquisque pri- 
sedificium construens. per gratiam judicum .... pr»siimerc de 
** publicis locis necesasaria, et transferre non dubitet/' &c. With equal zeal, 
bat wid> iete power, Petrarch, in the fourteenth century, repeated tiie same 
complaints (Vie de Petrarque, tom. i. p. 320, 827.)’. If I prosecute this 
History, I shdl not be unmindful of the decline and fall of the of 
Kome ; an interesting abject, to which my plan was Originally confined ' 
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The puniskioexit of confiscation md exile was 
deeme^ so inadeijuate to the gnilt of adulteiy^ that, if the 
criminal returned to Italy, he might, by the express declara- 
tiofa of Mayorian, be slain with impunity \ 

While the emperor Mayorian assiduously laboured to re- 
store the happiiiess and virtue of the Romans, encountered 
the arms of Genseric, from his character and situation, their 
most formidable enemy. A fleet of Vandals and Mootu 
landed at the mouth of the Liris, or Garigliano : but the Im- 
perial troops surprised and attacked the disorderly Barba- 
rians, who were encumbered with the spoils of Campania; 
they were chased with slaughter to their ships, and their 
leader, the king's brother-in-law, was found in the number of 
the slain f. Such vigilance might announce the character of 
the new reign ; but the strictest vigilance, and the most nu** 
merous forces, were insufikieut to protect the long-extended 
coast of Italy from the depredations of a naval war. The 
public opinion had imposed a nobler and more arduous task 
on the genius of Majorian. Rome expected from him alone 
the restitution of Africa ; anti the design which he formed, 
of attacking the ^^andaU in their new settlements, was the 
result of bold and judicious policy. If the intrepid emperor 
could have infused his own spirit into the youth of Italy ; if 
he could have revived in the field of Mars, the manly exerci- 
ses in which he had always surpassed his equals ; he might 
have marched against Genseric at the head of a Komftrrdrmy. 
Such a reformation of national manners might be embraced 
by the rising generation ; but it is the misfortune of tliose 
princes who laboriously sustain a declining monarchy, that, 
to obtain some immediate advantage, or to avert some im- 
pending danger, they are forced to countenance, and even to 
multiply, the most pernicious abuses. Majorian, like the 
weakest of his predecessors, was reduced to the disgraceful 
expedient of substituting Bin*barian auxiliaries in the place of 

* The emperor chides tlic lenity of Rogatian, consular of Tuscany, in a 
style of acrimonious reproof, which sounds almost like personal resentment 
(r^ovcli. tit. ix. p. 47 ,). The law of Majorian, winch punislicd obstinate 
widows, was soon afterwards repefded fey his successor Severus (Noveji. 
Sever, til. i. p, 37.). 

t Sidon, Paiieg)r. Majorian, 3115—440. 
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i«««riike aul^tB : and his ra^rior abilities tonld Ally 
itt ‘iMsplayed ia tiie v^wr and dexteritjr with w|«^ he 
’iridded a dangerous instDonient* so apt to recoil on the band 
tibat used it Besides the confederates, who were already|SBo 
gagedin the servk* of t&« empire, the feme of his HberaUty 
md wdour attracted the nations of the Danube, the Borys* 
jtbemes, and perhaps of the Tanais. Many thnusatds of the 
bravest objects of Attila, the Gepid®, the Ostrogoths, the 
Rugians, the Burgundians, the Suevi, the Alani assembied in 
the plains of Liguria; and their formidable strength was 
balanced by Aheir mutual animosities *. They passed th^ 
Alps in a severe winter. The emperor led the- way, on 
foot, and in complete armour; sounding, with his long 
stair, the depth of the ice or snow, and encouraging the 
Scythians, who complained of the extreme cold, by the 
dbaaful assurance, tliat they should be satisfied with the heat 
of Africa, The citizens of Lyons had presumed to shut 
Uieir gates: they aeon implored, and experienced, the cle- 
mency of Majorian. He vanquished Theodoric in the held ; 
and admitted to his frienship and alliance, a king whom he 
had found not unworthy of his arms. The beneficial, 
though precarious, re-union of the greatest part of Gaul and 
Spain, was tlie effect of persuasion, as well as of force f; and 
the independent Bagaud®, who had escaped, or resisted, the 
oppression of former reigns, were disposed to confide in the 
virtues of Majorian. His camp was filled with Barbarian 
allies ; his throne wax supported by the zcai of an affection- 
ate people ; but the emperor bad foreseen, that it was impos- 
sible, without a maritime power, to atchieve the conquest of 
Africa. In the first Punic war, the republic had exerted such 
incredible diligence, that, widiin sixty days after the first 

♦ The review of the army, and passage of the Alps, contain the most 

tolerable passages of the Panegyric (470 — 332.). M, de Buat (IJist. dcs 
IVupIcs, &:c. totn. viii. p. 35^ is a more satisfactoty commentator, tlmn 

eitlier Savaron or Sirinond. 

* Ta pm rm h is the just a»d forcible distinction of Priscus 

(Batorpti Legal, p. 412.} iu a short fn^ent, winch throws much light on the 
history of Majorian. JorMndes has suppressed the defeat and alliance of 
the Visigoths, wliich wem sdeiaiily proclaimed Qsdhcia > and are marked 
in the Chroiuck of Idatius* 
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of the axe had heeo ^en In the i atie at , sieetiof 
hwidie^ and sixty gallies )}roudly rode at«flclK>r 
Under droamstances much Ims <h»«Mind»le, MigwikwecpMled 
tli%spirit and perseeeranee of the ancient Rcmwim. ' llii 
wd^ of the Apenmne were Ihlled; the arBenala^md^mamv^ 
factnres of Karenna and Miseaum were lestomd) itaiy «iMl 
Gaol Tkd with eath other in liberal contribndonato tbe|iid»«> 
He seiTtee; and the Imperial Davy of three biindfied Hu^ 
gallies, with an adequate proportion of traaspeftsnadsma^W 
'Vessels, was collected in the secure and capacioas bmbour of 
Carthageifa in Spain f. The intrepad ccnintenanoe of Idhjo* 
irieli animated his troops with a confidence of tdctmy ; and if 
we might credit the historian Procopiust his conn^ some* 
times hutrled him beyond the bounds of prudence. Anxious 
to explore, with his own eyes, the stateof the Vandals, ho 
ventured, after disguising the colour of his hair, to vis^<2a^ 
thage, in the character of his own ambassador : and dense* 
rie was idterwards mortified by the diseovery, dmt lieluut 
entertained and dismissed the emperon^ of the Roinms. 
Socb an anecdote may berqectedasan imprcdM^le&xioa; 
but it isa fiction which would not have been imagiaed, uulms 
in the life of a hero J. 

Without the help of a personal interview, Qmsetic was 
sufficiently acquainted with the genius and designs wf his ad- 
versary. He practised his customary arts of fraud and dehqr, 

' but he practised them without success. His applioationsfor 
peace became each hour moR submissive, and pcihap&mtne 
sincere ; but the inflexible Mtyorian had ack^ited the undent 
maxim, that Rome could not be safe, as long as Carthage 


* Floras, 1. ii. c. 9. He atmttes hhnself with the poetiaif that the 
trees had l>een tiansformed ioto ships i and iodced the tr^ 

. as it is related in the first bopk of Polybius, deviates too much from tbepro^ 
bablp cobrsd of htttnan events. 

f Intcrea duplici teals dam littore dasseni 
Inferno supeioqiit aari, oedit onmis in Itqliar 
Sylva tibi, &c.— — — * 

Sidoo/Piiiilgyr. 

The number of whicb Prisoos fiaes al i00» is mliniied, by an indift* 
nite compafison wim the fleets of AgadiOmtioiiy AoMisHis, 

X Proteus de BeH. Vatiilal.t.bc.m#. m. 

Ins unknown into the arsenid of t^ithM ibidiniioMM of 
own accord. llq|Wian bad his yeUbit&cka wi(ila 

Voh. V. £ 
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0Mei iiie*ni^ v»(ite tt^jeas, wA» wm^atermei 
ly South*; he mi^iected th* J3«M^ <!rf‘ 
*i!hE» 'wa qu i ri tei i peopio.'Who abhorred him m an Anna 
aMi ^^'Aestierate nrbisure, nrhkh he executed* of fe«i^ 
i fc mrt tn ft m 4a<» « desart fv cOiild not defeat the 
lAma elf the Sonmn emperor, who was at libntjttohmdilfe 
• 6 oopi*> 4 ^ Bdy part of the African coast 1^ Oenierie was 
anted §om impending and ineeitabie ruin, by the tieachlry 
of soahe powetfiri subjects ; enriou 8 *orapprehensifc*«f their 
master’s suooess. Gnided by their sectec inteiligeiio^hnstfh- 
prised Hne 'ungiafdad fleet in the bay of Cartha|i;am.e many 
of tfaedbips were sunk, or taken, or burnt t and the ^ofawa* 
'tionatl' thrmyears were destroyed in a stogie day Afeer 
lids the behattonr of the twoant^jtMiists sbewod thorn 
mptriof m their fbitutie. The Vandal; instead of being eln> 
ted by tMs dBeMental oietory, immediately renewed bisdoli* 
citatiMit Ibi pease. The etapetor of tlte West, who was 
mynUi of IbMaf gnat deS!gll^ and Of Supporting hea^ 
d is n ppbiiti i t i ea t l^ to « treaty, or tadier to a suspcn- 

stonofimiiaf in thefbH assurance tlmi,befeie he eould restwe 
his nary, he should be supplied with provocations to justdyn 
second war. hfe^ian returned to (taly, to pmseevte his 
labourslbr the ftoblic harness ; and, as he was oonsciom of 
hti toira tofeegrity, he might long rttnaia ignoiant of tiw daik 
'Oittsphncy whi^ thretoen^ ins throne and h» life^ The 
iWMit miyiMtine of Cac^igena sullied tiie g loiy which Jiad 
daficied ihe eyes of the multitude : almost every descrip> 

« Spotiisqoe potkM 

f iisiinftliim; robusr luxii^jam p^dit oinii% 

QHP v*hut dum pat^ erat. . 

Paii«OT». liiptnriaiL dS(K 

Re aftevwiMrda applki to OettSeiici tuijottly as it ihodd see^n^ ^ vices of 

^1^ burnt the vUl^pii poisoned the spriogt (Priscuso pe 41ts). Dbhoi 

(Hist Critique, tom. 1. 0. 476*) observes, that the .magasines whidi tbt 
Moon MM ip M destroctiye seareh: tm ot 

W M each pit cfMi* 

tains UiM iw httsUs qf corn. SWs Timvel^. ISO. 

t wko Ml ^ 4]tfKcrt from^be powes oi'lScmlfec, boldly 

;and 'bofeMi admomtiilt^. ho Mfwbleip 

boncvM wmto t|wt ttaitor, 


■tJmMafymm^mea they fi/lfimYmi 

liMlRier j|»|i«M Ih* itu»i^ia p»fi«ifon$ of 

HffllM 8 pmuM whom he e^twNoed aAihiitefi , Ihf wlMir 

«l MiyiMam ootth) not protect him from the 

tioB, whii^hidteQium tjlrn wmp-pet^^T 

tbeAlfm- Jie ms compelled to oMMo the 

five daps after hU aiMlic8tioi). it wos report thpt hit 

ef 8 dysentery t » and the hamhlft tj^b, which co^eijeid ^ 

nmuiiosb was doaseoated by the respect and gm^itode pf 11^7 

ceidiog; gaowationst. Ttw prwau character of hliyanail 

iaapEwd love aod resiwct. MuUpious calucpy <md sftue 

excited his iadignathm. or. if be bltnseif wtS^ 4 >aolie<;t^h||p 

contempt: hitt he protected tbwlleedpm, jf wit,and hit.% 

bmus which the emperor gave to the fetpiUaj#<aaety,pfi hip 

triwadst he pmdi iadalge his taste for pkassaw;^, Without 

degmdmg the majesty of bis , 

It wa» not pahaps without sojfpe (as.ret» that Rh#tar 
aamificed his friend to (he interest jof his apph^on; Who 
resolved, in a se^d choice^ to ayoid the imPfHd^. prefer 
renee «t superior virtue SAd merit. At his command* thf 
obaaipiious senate of Rome bestowed, the. bmperiai tilde, up 
JUhww Sevoros, who ascended theihrpne of tha lATest witbio^ 
emeipag fram the obscurity of a private conditioio. J|isjtpj^ 
has scarcely deigned to notice, bis bktb, bip elei^c^^ 
cfaamcter, or bis death* Severns expired, as fopa gs Ip hfr 

* Procop. de Bdl. Vand*!. I i. c. 8. p. 194. Tl»c tostimtjiiy of Idtttitt| !i 
fair and impartial ; ** Majorianuoi do Galltis Romamredetiiilem,et Rotiif^ 

** imperio vcl nomkii rea necesaarias ofdmatttom; Ricipfiiir Hforp poect^a 
** ft mmdontm consilio fiaudo mn^dcic circtimvon^um*’’ Some read 
Suevomm^ and I am unwilling to elSfiice either of the wora^ aa t^ expreis 
the difieretit acconqplicea who united in tlie conspiracy against Majortan. 

t See the Spiinwiftef Ennodws, No. cmat. jutar Siiuiond ftfjgrih^^ 
i. p. 190$. It IS Eat and ohaesute ; bet Enpodius wm made tuiilQp of ravia 
mty yean ator the death of Miyeriaapaad Wf iumfm credit and 
tegjard. 

t Sktoniai gm a tedkms ofa suppv 

at Aries^to wUch he was iavited hv Mijoriao, a^hprt time befdn hie 4ea^. 
He bad no mmiuoa of paaiaiug adeemed emperor ; Int a cpi^dismeetu 
mod leimh, ^ Safanm Anmani at 4)fat» auctentate iwfalij epm 
^ aoBMPtiiimai d e d im^ i j m (he 184 iiuei ^ 

▼eoal panegyric. 

E2 



IM mSTORV Oi^tlis AlfB F.ALt 

WtHttt hw {jfctroo*; be m» 

lik^'diMriaibw^ Ilk AoittiAel «eig»is 

between tlw ><le«& ^ M«g 0 rinii^»i 4 <tt^«teift» 
fitt «#iitlidMkaiiw. •« Dariagtlukt fieriod^ the gavcemaoeatjinM 

amd idthoof^. aaiMit 
%>b«rtlkb‘fdhMMaM 4 the Mine of kii^^ Jbe acoMBaihttid 

4 pAlM»iie|ilaraMd a aepaufsteaimy.nei^cKHetedfnvtteoUtM^ 
bki iwled: Italy with the sau^ indepeadetit aad ^teopotie 
tW^^lnty/^evidck^vas afterward* exercued fay Odeaenr tad 
Theedoiict his dcnmnions were bounded hy the Alfni 
aad two BdiaaD g«tmis> MarcelUnas aad j£gidius> 4 »aiw» 
andaed their klegiwMie to the refMibUc, by reje^g,;Wtdidia- 
d|^, the pbaatem which he styledanaoiperor. MaicebNpite 
'bll^a<bM^ to the old religion; and the deroat Fagans, who 
ledMlMy' disobeyed die laws of the cburdi and state, ap- 
fdiuiided his pN^nd skill in the seience of diviaatioD. . But 
he possessed ^ more vahwible qnsdifications of kamiag^ oir*- 
'|;ue,afMl eomi^t « the study of the LatiQilitesatare had: im* 
prohad'^hts t^; smd his military talents had recommended 
him to the eBfa|amaad eonfidence of thegreat jEtius, in wimse 
Ttlin ha Was imrolved. % a timely flight, Maroellinus esca- 
ped tim rage of Valentinian, and boldly asserted hk liberty 
dteiikt' the QoneulsioBs of the Western empae, ,dl&)<?kun- 
^ry, or telQctint, submisktm, to the 8 i^)ority<^ Mugorkm, 
Was rewartkd by the govemment of Sicily, and d» oommaiHi 
of an army, stationed in that island to oppose, or to attack, 
tto Vandals; but bis Barbarian mercenaries, after the ompe- 
yor’s death, were tempted to revolt by the artful liberality of 
jS^imer* Af of a' band of faithful followers, the 

inttepid MareelUmu occupied the province of Dalmatia, 
,p»(ime 4 tfeo title of patrician nf the West, secured the love 

' * 8 kkwh»(PuKW/ Anthem, sir.) dwmwws l^ 4 ahMiM», 

Aatertt Angustus natm Snpm 

■ XliWMvm .-M .v , 

And so. old list of the emiwrore, competed aheot the time (f Jnltwiw, 
fMMutpkiy, «oAfiMslwseskleBoeat Bome/#cmeBdM*t. sd Sidon. 

•|.fflUvttlA • ' ■ 

^ f TiUemoAt, who it eiwiytseeadniiMd liirWmvirtiMtaf loMeKatu^^ 
fniili tfak advuHngWHN poitiak sf MareWliimsfstiBsfa Swdwliw pratet- 
w tiw iwtisIssWai HrMy<^iuttonu^|||iL4psfiBn|^^^ 
vi."p:SS 0 .). . 
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of bis tl<js i !t> % » lBBW 4Bli^ se%B> fttflcHi 

wl|ichflliSiiMA»^4^ of ti^ Hoibiatie, «ad attowilriy 
akHM^ thojeouts of ll% and of A&fMblfl. tlw 

BHMSK^geneyd of Owii, who eqiatted, or at hMt who hia^ 
tatlir^ hetiMof Kodetit Borne t. poel««ed hi»iiMim«4 

MseMoniK ojpinst the astasnm bistbeknaid maiMiv : A 
h«ve.and DatHerous aimy waaalMMd to bistlMiiAl«A« 
^MOgbJie eras foevented by the arte of iUeiiQ«viMdl4te 
«Ma.of the Vnigoths, from niarcbti^ to the gates of ItoOMa 
hemitataioad his iadependent rovefetgnty beyoad tha JUpiy 
and vendeacd the name of ^gidiua rospcctaiiie both m poiigo ' 
aad^antr* : Franks, who had punished with exitii ^ 

yonibhil follies of Cbilderic, elected the Roman general ^ 
hiag ; iiis vanity, rather than hit ambitioiH was gratiSil 
1^ Brat tingtdac honour ; nnd whoi Uie nation^ at the era) if 
£ittr y«ms» t^|iented of Umiiyury which tb^ had to 
the. Merovingian hmaily, he patiently acquiifeed in the 
mstoratkHi of the lawful jarince. The authority ..ll^gidhit 
ended only .with his life; (md>tlie suspicions of pmaonand 
semet Tioloaoe, which, derived some countanaime fram tbs 
tkmtAet of RkiiBer, were eagerly entertained by Urn paisiitMf 
ate orcduiity (d’ the Gauls 

The kkigdom of Italy, a name to which the Westeim ran* 
pire was gradually reduced, was afflicted, under the reign ^ 
Rmitner, by the inoessatd dep^ations of the Vandal piratea^* 


• Procopia* dp Bell, Vundal. 1. i. c. 9. p. 101, In Tsrioia circtunhentes 
orthe life of Msrcetlinas, it is not 'tiaj to recoitoile dto Gteek'liiirate 
wtili tile letiii Cbrooicips nf the times, 

1 1 must apply to £gidius (he praises ebich Sidenins (Pauem. Minivan. 
553.) bestows on a nameless mnster'fpjiwral, wito commanded me mSgltord 
of Migoriaa. Idatiat, ftim paVUc sepnn, commserahis GlnsitiaaiMiy; 
and PriKus atopcimo (?• 4S.) bis militaiT virtues, 

J Greg. Turoii. 1. ii. c. 1*. in tom. li. p, Ifii TbtrPere Dahie^ vraotc 
ideas were sapevfieial and wodem, has started some nl^ections against .^ 
story of Cbilderic (Hist, de France, torn, i. Preface Uistoriqne, p. kxviif 
kc.y. but 4ie; have been fistrly satisfied by Dobes(Hist. Cntique, tom. i. 
p. 460—510.), end by two authors who dispUtMi ^ pro* the Academy 
Sqissons l5l->177. atfiHr369 )' With to ibp term of CbiMa> 
rip's exite, it is accmisary ei;^ to ^ong top Mb of Agiditts bpyond the 
date pssjgned by tbpCbronicle of Idutius; or iQcorrMft toe Met of Ore- 
gory, by i^Miag gmHm>aimo,ffimead td pttoPA 
$ The aipd smref Oemcric is detetibed byJPtisais (Escerpta tegation. 
a. 4«.), PieeopslMMwllall Vaadal, |. i, c. 5. p. 190, raaiindc. SS. p.6K.^ 
Victor VitoMM (de fenecot, VpadN.!. i. c. tf„ and p.467-»Ml,), 
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of '^'«iicb' jroax.<d!i^.«qi#piN|) %■ 

fiOyt ti ^i H w d i^,?«tBltc(wanm>id»d in penoB ihn 
fMt«fli£:Vicpod(|ti«ls«<« 'His>-d«ngst» 

| »< < * W li |li ■ w!ftw ii y^' ' > tafc Ae men 
WnasSH^WoK’triatA by iw pikrt what oiwrw!hA:i^}aitldi.4tf« 
Aitenbi>^4eterahiui^ to-the winds (mpUsd 4ita Baiba* 
* Fiaiiir^Uii pioos arrogwice) ; tAey wiU tiaaapostiiB.Intbt 
*^'|^Ht 3 ^^e«M!sl^;wi«se bdtabitaats liave piovehed ibe. Jiniiia 
^ btft if Genaeric himself deigned m- itaitc saom 

ImMso erdeivy he jttdged the most wealthy to^bet^ nmat 
yhPhta}! ' 'The V repeatedly visUi^.^ coMat«. «f 

Spun,' ligHTta, Tuscany, Campania, Lueania^ .Bmttiimt 
Calabria, Venetia, Daiotatia, Epbas, Gmeea^.aBd 
Stefl]^ ^^hey wera tempted t^stdidue dm kland ' of jhffdhina, 
doainiiti^eoudy piat^ in the cmtre of tite IfediltnaiMBiif 
tad dtek'sums spread desdatioa, or terror, ^om^dte cdunuia 
of Haieuka'to the mouth the Nile. As thijr mtnmmt 
an d i H to i y« ief ^mmI than of glory, diey eddom attacked aqy 
fbrtified- ck)es^ or engaged ai^ Kgular troops in the open 
ikidi^But the eelerity of tlwir nwtioiw enabl^ them, akiwst 
at the same time, to threaten and to attack the mostdiataotob* 
jeeis, Ohscfa attracted their desires; and as they lUiwaya em- 
harked a sufficient nombte of horses, they had no sooner 
bnded, ilnui they swept the dtsmayed country widi a. body 
of light cavalty. Yet, notwithstanding the example of titeir 
kmg» the tteUvje Vaodais and Alani insenublj declined tbie 
iPdDonie and perilous warffire; the hardy gmeration of the 
Bmt oonquems w«s almost extinguished, and their sons, whp 
were bom hi Afidoa,oii^yed the ddicious baths and gaidkns 
jyhjch bad been acquUed by the valour of their ffithers. 
91 eir «piace was readily supplied by a various, multitude 


wem none 

ent that hi^hoistediteU. 


sad jkrfe Sdooios, wlune chrahtdegicsl antw ii af». 

iwdiy iiaoaio«m in dw edidbilt both id and Sinaimd, (Avii. Carat. 

ldiundi^ Cann..r>3S7'^-9tM>..98d-.^^ Anthwa^Bna. 
ii. uoe p|w«se the poc; mnubi intpited bj hi; subject, aiUI 

expresses a strong idea, ^ a ' 

.et wiiostra|t namerodt cl^ libptannit 

Mmcat 



Moon «s«d‘^Rdtfttosi ««ptir^«nd ou^vts 
ilespcnte iinietdli^ alffeid); 

«tMr «etMftry, were tiie floftebeefer to 
aetp whidi dp^ce H>e victorieiii^fnGeeseiac, VvJb tbe tr«i|* 
metit of his enhappy prisonwFs, lie ftonetupop^lioiip^^ 
eWHiwii'end sometimee intielged hu jcriteliff fisatusa- 

'CK of IH«e huildred flobte «itten» e^EoZant 
sriiosetttairgled bodies he cast iteto tbe lohitui se^^wwa^^ 
pilted; by the paWk indignation, to hfe letost poetoity. - - *»> 

‘ Sacfi CTiines couid not be excosed'by any proveoalioBtf 
Ikt Uie War, whielt tlte king of the VandaU; ptoeecatoC 
tgnimt the ftomen empire, was justified bya speckws and 
fetnmndde modve. The widow of Valendniau, £«doxili* 
whoM he trad led cap^ve from Rome to Carthage, wasithe 
«9ie hlircM <of ihe ^eodosian house', her elder dar^htei; 
£tidodai'h«oaioae the lehielant wife of Hannerk, bis eidedt 
iftn; dtnd the stem ikther, userting a legal olaitoi which 
tmdd not eiiily be refuted or satisfied, demanded a just pro^ 
pbitkih of the itnperiai patrimoay. An adequate, on at leaat 
a finable, compensation, was offered the Eastern ^eni'* 
|)tfror, to purdiase a necessary peace. Endoxia and bar 
younger daaj^er, Placidia, were honourably restored, and 
the ^firy of the Vandals was confined to the limits of the 
Wesdim Ihe Itafiatis, destitute td a naral loroe, 

Wtiich alone Was capable of protecting their coasts, implored 
the aid of the more fortunate nationa of the East ; who had 
formerly acknowledged, in peace and war, the supremacy of 
Rome. But the perpetual division of the two empires had 
alienatird their interest and thdr iwciituUkHis ; the faith of h 
fecoiit tfeaiy #as altegfed; and the Western Romans, in- 
stead of aims and ships, could only obtain the assistance of a 
cold and iftfeffectiial medialdbn; Thtf hmtghtyRkhner, who 
iiad strusigled witli the difi^ulties of ifis-iiituation, wap 
at TGdoced to address the throne tff Constantinople, ih 
tite huflchie of a sulyect and |^y " submitted, 

the price and Security of the allianae, to aoeejit a master 
from the choke of the emperor of the east^, It ia not the 

f/ . , ■ . ,A;-' , 

^tWI^jhHdjbsiMFwodiipdlBdte adcsowladiettodteieMof 
PwUrea iaviaus RicioKiyqien jniUtcs&m 
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<if tfie praieitf «r even «f the pnaeot v4k 

liiiNi^ tn eoatiwMthi 4»thictMms 4f the Byzratine bktory^ 
hwt I riwi<W*i tiiir «f tiie twgn and character of die ^pevcc 
lje6v «my wphdslht that were attempted to 4a«e 

ftiM ^ daadi of tha yotmger Theodosina, the domestic 
nqMMo of CoBittetitioO|»le bad never been interrupted by war 
or&etteii. Piilchcria had bestowed her handf and the sceptre 
of the East, on dl« modeat virtue of Mercian : he gratefully 
tavartneed her aagust rank and virgin chastity; and, after 
liar death, ha gave Im people the example of the rehgiota 
vrarriitp, that was due to the memory of the Imperial taint f. 
Allsittive to the prosperity of his own dominions, Matcian 
saemed to bdioid, with indifference, the mkfortnnes of Rome; 
and die obsdsate lafuwil of a fasave and active prince to dmw 
hie sword against the Vandr-ls, was aserHied to a seemt pra- 
miae, whkh bad formerly been exacted from him when he 
was a. captive in the power of 6ensenc|. The death of 
Mtacian, after a reign of seven years, would have exposed die 
East to the danger of a popular election ; if the superior 
weight of a dngle family had not been able to incline die 
balaiwe in favour of the candidate whose interest tbqr sup* 
ported, 'ihe patrician Aspar might have placed the diadem 
on his own heed, if he would have subscribed dte- Niotae 
creed During three genmtknw, the armies of the East 
we» successively conunanded by his fadier, by^hhnsed; fuid 

Respicient, propno solus vix Marte repollit 
Pimam pwwra vagum 

Italy aMwim ber oompta** ** ^ Tytwr, and Rome, at the soKcitation of 
the river god, traatpoitt Imwif to Constantinople, reaonaces her ancient 
daims, and implores tba fi^endship of Aurora, the goddess of the East 
fobtiloiM StaeUBeiy, sAidi m genius of Claudian had ased‘>aBd 
abttSMl, is dm nooiitant and misenble rctource of the muse of Sidonius- 
* The origiDal authon of the reigns of Marcian, Leo, and Zeno, are 
reduced to sSow iwpetfcct ftapnents, wlioae deScieQcies nuist he suppUed 
from tae mors rMtnt ena^iiiiaiis of Theotdwocs, Zonaras, and CedrMUs. 

t St- Piileheria ihed A. D. 4S3, fear jean befere her nominal htubtnd; 
and her fetaval is ooicbMed on die lOdi of Septmber bj dm modem 
Oreelcs: she htfiwthed an hmoense patripionj to pious, or at feast tq e0> 
ete»ast^,uses. See ‘nileinai^ MemoOvs Eccles. Win. sv.p.i8l*>lM. 

I ^ metipins dc Bell. Vandal; L i c.' 4. p. taS;' 
i From this disubilitj of Aspar to ascend the thvHW, it may be inferred 
that die' tans efiferWyvMw pnpdtaid OTd<n dSli M « ,*Mfet l ta t rfW i r l t i n w 
disappeared inthe secoiidtG*o<i*vdon. t 



lit 'TMi^ mwmLW 

hf hii s<l!i AlHab^flus : i)i#B»rliariaif 
laty fojce rhat oteraWwi At patik^ ittnrf 
atid ibt tibtml dlsttibntiofi erf his lAmAir 
rendered Asfwir as po j!)ular* as he ^9 ptWe^fel. He felkejfi^ 
mended the 6bscure nai»e of LtD bf Thrieti a Ifiilitary IIIP 
bime, ilfd the prtatipal sb&wtrd irf his hoiiseiSyld. Bis 
natioft wks ubaotmtusly TStified by Ae ittitte ; iod ‘Ae SW^ 
Vant bf Aspkr rebeived die iMperifti ciisytvh tite haltdi" 
of the |y?4triarch or bishop, who Wa«*pet*ihilte<l 10 etptess,b/ 
this unt^oal ceremony, the suffrage of the Detty YhM 
emperor, the first of the name of Leo, has been distinguished 
by At title of the Great ; from a Succession of princes^ who 
gradually fixed in the opinion of the Greeks a vety hutoWt 
standard of heroic, or at least of royal, perfection. Yet the 
temperate firmness with which Lto resisted the oppression of 
hi^ benefiiCtor, shewed that he was conscious of his duty and 
of his prerogative. Aspar was astonished to find that his in-* 
fluenCe could no longer appoint a pnefect of Constantinople: 
he presumed to reproach his sovereign with a breach of pm-^ 
mi9e,and insolently shaking his purple,^' It is not proper, 
(said he,) that the ttian who is invested with this garment, 
should be guilty of lying.*' ** Nor is it proper (replied 
Leo), that a prince should be compelled to resign his Owit 
judgment, and the public interest, to the will of a subject 
After this extraordinary scene, it was impossible that there^ 
conciliation of the emperor and the patrician could be sin-* 
cere ; or, at least, that it could be solid and permanent. An 
army of Isaurians :j: was secretly levied, and introduced into 
Constantinople ; and while Leo undermined the authority, 
and prepared thk disgrace, of the fertiify Of Aspar, his miM 
and cautious behaviour restrained them from any rash ani 

* TUcophanes, p. 95. Tills appears to be the firet origin of a ceremony, 
which all the Chribtian princes of thd world have since adopted ; add from 
wlitch the clergy have deduced the most fortnidaUe cohietjucitces. 

t Cedrenus (p, 345, 546 ) who was coaversant with the Writers of better 
days, has preserved tht remarkable woids of Aspar, tw avruf rnt 

t Tlie power of' the Lauriad* agit«ted the Ea^em empire in tlie two 
saedeodittg rcigni of Zeno and Anastasius; but it end^d in the ^estmctkdl 
Sarbariaas wlarmatataiiiod thetr fbrt# iadependdnot abotn twp 
hundred and thirty years. •* 

Vot. V. P 
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attempts* which might have beeti ^tal to them^ 
ifives, or their enemies. The measures of peace pnd war 
were aieeted by this internal revolution. As long as Aspar 
degraded tlie majesty of the throne, the secret correspon- 
dence of reWgion and interest engaged him to favour the cause 
of Oenseric. When Leo had delivered himself from that 
ijj^ominious servitude, he listened to the complaints of the 
Italians; resolved to extirpate the tyranny of the Vandals; 
and declared his alliance with his colleague, Anthemius, 
whom be solemnly invested with the diadem and purple of 
the West. 

The virtues of Anthemius have perhaps been magnified, 
since the Imperial descent, which he could only deduce from 
the usurper Procopius, has been swelled into a line of empe- 
rors But the merit of his immediate parents, their ho- 
nours, and their riches, rendered Anthemius one of the n«»st 
illustrious subjects of the East. His father Procopius ob- 
tained, after his Persian embassy, the rank of general and 
patrician ; and the name of Anthemius w^as derived from his 
maternal grandfather, the celebrated praefect, who protected, 
with so much ability and success, the infant reign of Theodo- 
sius. The grandson of the pnefect was raised above the 
condition of a private subject, by his marriage with Euphe- 
niia, the daughter of the emperor Marcian. Tliis splendid 
alliance, which might supersede the necessity of merit, 
hastened the promotion of Anthemius to the successive dig- 
nities of count, of master-general, of consul, and of patri- 
cian ; and his merit or fortune claimed the honours of a 
victory, which was obtained on the banks of the Danube, 
over the Huns. Without indulging an extravagant ambition, 
the son-in-law of Mercian might hope to be his successor; 
but Anthemius supported the disappointment with courage 
and patience ; and his subsequent elevation was universally 
approved by the public, who esteemed him worthy to reign, 

* — Tali tu civis ab urbe 

Frocopio gonitore micas; ui prisca propago 
Augustin vcnic a prmvis. 

The poet (Sidon. Pat^yr. Anthem. 67—306.) then iprocceds to relate the 
pivate lii'e and fortuiiesi of the future tenperor, with which he must have 
been very imperfectly acquainted. 
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iiii be asceMded the throne*^ The emperor of tlm Went 
miircbcd £*oni Constantinople^ attended by several counts of 
liigh distinction^ and a body of guards, almost equal to the 
strength and numbers of a regular army : he entered Rome 
in triumph, and the choice of ieo was confirmed by the 
senate, the people, and the Barbarian confederates of Italy f. 
"Jlie solemn inauguration of Anthemius was followed 1:^ the 
nuptials of his daughter and the patrician Ricimer; a for- 
tunate event, which was considered as tlie firmest security of 
the union and happiness of the state. I'he wealth of two 
empires was ostentatiously displayed; and many senators 
completed their ruin by an expensive eflbrt to disguise their 
poverty. All serious business was suspended during this 
festival ; the courts ot justice were shut ; the streets of Rome, 
the theatres, the places^of public and private resort, resound- 
ed with hyrnenaeal songs and dances ; and the royal bride, 
clothed in silken robes, whh a crown on her head, was con- 
ducted to the palace of Ricimer, wlip had changed his mili- 
tary dress for the habit of a consul and a senator. On this 
memorable occasion, Sidonius, wliose early ambition had been 
£0 fatally blasted, appeared as the orator of Auvergne, among 
the provincial deputies who addressed the throne with con- 
gratulations or complaints I'he calends of January were 
now approaching, and the venal poet, who had loved Avitus, 
and esteemed Majorian, was persuaded by his friends, to 
celebrate, in heroic verse, the merit, the felicity, the second 
consulship, and the future triumphs of the emperor Aijthe- 
mius. Sidonius, pronounced, with assurance and success, a 
panegyric which is still extant; and whatever might be 
the imperfections, eitlier of the subject, or of the composi<^ 
tion, the welcome flatterer was immediately rewarded with 

* Sidonms discovers, with tolerable ingenuity, that this disappointment 
added new lustre to the virtue of Anthemius (910, 6tc.), who declined one 
sceptre, and i^luctantly accepted another (92, dec.). 

t The poet again celebrates the unanimity of al) orders of the state (15— 
99.): anuthe Chronicle of Idatius mentions the forces which attended his 
march. 

I interveni autem nuptiis Patricii Ricimens, cai filia perennis August! in 
spem publics sccuritatis copulabatur. ThtMoumey of Sidonius from Lyons^ 
and the festival of Rome, tue described with some spirit. L. i. epist. 5. p. 
9—13. Epist. 9. p. 21, 

F2 
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tii 9 prefecture 0 f Borne | a dignity which placed afpoog 
the illuatrbus peraouages of the empire^ till be wisely pre<» 
ferred the more ret^pectable character of a bishop mi a 
laiot*. 

Tfee Gredca ambitiously commend the piety and catho*- 
lie feith of the emf)eror whom they gave to the West; nor 
do they forget to observe, tliat whtn he left Constantinople, 
he converted his palace into the pious foundation of a public 
bath, a church, and an hospital for old men f. Yet some sus-^ 
jdcious appearances are found to sully the theological tame of 
4pthemiu8, From the conversation of Philotheus, a Mace^ 
doftiau sectary, he bad imbibed the spirit of religious tokia- 
Uop ; and the Heretics of Rome would have assembled with 
impunity, if the bold and vehement censure which pope 
Hilary pronounced in the church of St. Peter, had not obli- 
ged him to abjure the unpopular indulgence J. Even the 
Pagans* a feeble and obscure remnant, conceived some vain 
hopes from the indifference, or partiality, of Anthemius ; and 
hi<» singular friendship for the philosopher Severus, whom he 
promoted to the consulship, was ascrited to a secret project 
of reviving the ancient worship of the gods §. These idols 
were crumbled into dust: and the mythology which had 
once been the creed of nations, was so universally disbelie^ 
ved, that it might be employed without scandal, or at least 

* Sidonius (1. i. cp’ist. 9. p. 2S, 24.) very fairly states his ipotive, his labour, 
atid his reward. “Hie i|)3e Panegyricus, si non judicium, certe cventum, 
“boni, operis, accepit.” He was made bisijop of Clennoivt, A. D. 471. 
Tillemout, Mcro. Eccles. turn, xvi, p. 750. 

t The palace of Anthemius stood on the banbi of the Propontis. In the 
iMBth century, Alexius, the stm-in-law of the emperor Theophiius, obtained 
parnubfiion to purchase thp ground ; and endet) his days k a monastery 
which be founded on that delightful spot. Ducange, Constantiuopoli's 
Christiana, p. 117- 152. 

I Papa liibrus . . . apud bcatum Petrum Apostolum, palam ne id ficret 
claii voce eonstrin^tit, in tantura ut non ca facienda cum interpositione iu- 
mmenti ickai pvomitterct Impcrator. Oolaaius, Epistol. ad Andronicum, 
apud Bari)n. A. D. 467. J>Io. a. The cardinal observes, with some eornpla- 
cenoy, ‘bftt it was much easier to plant heresies at Constaminopiej than at 

§ Damasciu8,in the life of the plulosopher Isidore, apudPhotinm, p.l049. 
pamaaems, who lived under .Jiiitinian, composed another work, consisting 
of 570 preternatural stovies of souls, diemons, apparitions, the dotage of 
PlatQh«?T»8W#«i- 
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withoitt suspicion, by Christian poets Yet the A’estiges of 
super^titiou were not absolutely obli ted, and tbe festival 
of the Lupercalia, whose origin had preceded the foundatfen 
of Rome, was still celebrated under the reign of AnthemiuSk 
The savage and simple rites were expressive of au early state 
of society befoie the invention of arts and agriculture. The 
rustic deities who presided over the toils and pleasures of thfit 
paslotcil life, Pan, t’aunus, and their train of satyrs, were 
such as tlje fency of shepherds might create, sportive, petu-^ 
Jant, and lascivious; whose power was limited, and whose 
malice was inoffensive. A goat was the offering the best 
adapted to their character and attributes ; the flesh of the 
victim was roasted on willow spits; and the riotous youths, 
who crowded to the feast, ran naked about the fields with lea^ 
ther thongs in their hands, communicating, as it was suppo-- 
scd, the blessings of fecundity to the women whom they 
touched f. The altar of Pan w^as erected, perhaps, by Evan- 
der the Arcadian, in a dark recess in the side of the Palatine 
hill, watered by a perpetual fountain, and shaded by an 
hanging grove. A tradition, that, in the same place, Romu-* 
lus and Remus were suckled by the wolf, rendered itsftill 
more sacred tind venerable in the eyes of the Romans ; and 
this sylvan. spot was gradually surround^ by the stately edi. 
flees of the Forum After the conversion of the Imperial 
city, the Christians still continued, in the month of February, 
the annual celebration of the Lupercalia ; to vrhich. they as- 
cribed a secret anil mysterious influence on the genial powers 
of the animal and vegetable world. The bishops of Rome 
were solicitous to abolish a profane custom, so repugnant to 
the spirit of Christianity ; but their zeal was not supported 

• In the poetical works of Sidonius, which he afterwards condemned 
(1. ix. epist. 16. p. 285.), the fabulous deities are tlie principal actors, If 
Jerom was scourged by the angels for only reading Virgil; the bishop of 
Clermont, for such a vile iinitmion, doterved an additioiai whipping from 
the Muses. 

t Ovid (Fast. 1. ii. 267 — 452.) has Q;iven an amusing description of the 
follies of antiquity, lyhieh still inspired so much respect, that a grave magis- 
trate, running nak^d>hroagh the streets, was not an object of astonishment 
or laughter. 

I See Dionys. BSHicarn. I, i, p. 25. 65. edit. Hudson. The Roman Anti- 
quaries, Donaiu${Lii. c. 18. p. 173, 174.), aud Nardini (p, 336, 337.), have 
laboured to ascertain the trqe siuiaiion of the LupercaJ. 
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hy the authority of the civil magistrate : ibe inveteratift abtrsf 
subsisted till the end of the fifth century, and pope pelasius, 
who purified the capital from the last stain of idolati^^ 
appeased, by a formal apology, the murmurs of the senate 
and people ♦. 

In all his public declarations, the emperor FiCo assumes the 
authority, and professes the affection, of a father, for his sou 
Anthemius, with whom he b;:d divided the administration of 
the universe f. The situation, and perhaps the character, of 
liCQ, dissuaded him from exposing his person to the toils and 
dangers of an African war. But the powers of the Eastern 
empire were strenuously exerted to deliver Italy and the Me^ 
iliterranean from the Vandals ; and Genseric, who bad so 
long oppressed both the land and sea, was threatened from 
every side with a formidable invasion. The campaign was 
iflpened by a bold and successful enterprise of the pracfect 
IleracliusJ. The troops of Egypt, Thebais, and Eibya,wcre 
embarked under his command ; and the Arabs, wdth a train of 
horses and camels, opened the roads of the desert. Hera» 
clius landed on the coast of Tripoli, surprised and subdued 
the cities of that province, and prepared, by a laborious 
march, which Cato had formerly executed to join thelm-^ 

* Baronins published, from die MSS. of thu Vatican, this epistle of 
pope (ielasius (A. D. 496. No, 45.) which is entitled Adversus An- 
thoiasichum Senatorem, caiterosque Romanos, q\ii Lupcfcalia secundura 
morent pr^ti}'»wn colenda constituebiint. Gclasius always supposes dun; 
his ii<lvci>aries are non\inaI Christians, and that he may not yield to 
them in absurd prejudice, \\g impi|te$ tu this harmless festival, alt ther 
(alamif ics. of the age. 

f Itaque iios quibus totius iiuindi regirq^n cominisit super^;?^ provisio 
.... Pius ct triumpliator semper Augustus filius nostcr Anthemius, licet 
Divina Majestus et nostra creatio pietoti ejus plenam imperii coinmiscrit 
potcsiatem, &c. . , . Such is the dignified style of Leo, wlioin Andieiuuis 
rcspeetfully nainch, Doiniuus et Pater mens Princeps sacrutissiiuus Leo. 
See Novell. Anthem, tit ii. iii, p. 38. ad calccin. Cod. Theod. 

I The expedition of Hornclius is clouded with dillicaitics (Tillemont, 
3{ist. des Kmporeurs, tom. vi. p. 64-0.), and it requires some dexterity to 
use the circumstances afforded hy Thcoplmues, without injury to the 
more respecttihie evidence of Procopius. 

§ The march of Cato from Berenice, in the province of Cyienc, was 
much longer than that of lb radius from Tripoli, lie passed the deep 
sandy desert in thirty days, and it was found necessary to provide, liesidos 
the ordinary supplies, a great nuiaber of skins filled with water, and seye- 
Till FsyUi, who were supposed to possess the art of sucking the wounds 
which had been made by tb^ serpents of their native country, iiee Flu- 
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periaJ army under the walls of Carthage. The wtelligence 
of this loss extorted from Gemseric some insidious and inef* 
fcciual propositions of peace: Init he was still more seriously 
alarmed by the reconciliation of Marcellinus with the two 
empires. The independent patrician had been persuaded to 
acknowledge the legitimate title of Anthemius, whom he ac- 
companied in his journey to Rome; the Dalmatian fleet was 
received into the harbours of Italy; the active valour of Mar- 
cellinqs expelled the Vandals from the island of Sardinia; 
and the Janguid efforts of the West added some weight to 
the immense preparations of the Eastern Romans. The 
expence of the naval armament, which Leo sent against the 
Vandals, has been distinctly ascertained; and the curious and 
instructive account displays the wealth of the declining 
empire. The royal demesnes, or private patrimony of the 
prince, supplied seventeen thousand pounds of gold ; forty- 
seven thousand pounds of gold, and seven hundred thousand 
of silver, were levied and paid into the treasury by the Pr«- 
lorian praefects. But the cities were reduced to extreme 
poverty; and the diligent calculation of fines and forfeitures, 
as a valuable object of the fevenue, does not suggest the idea 
of a just, or merciful, ridrainistration. The whole expence, 
by wluitsoevcr means it was defrayed, of the African cam- 
paign, amounted to the sum of one hundred and thirty thou- 
sand pounds of gold, about five millions two liundred thou- 
sand pounds sterling, at a time when the value of money 
appears, from the comparative price of corn, to have been 
somewhat higher than in the present age^. The fleet that 
sailed from Constantinople to Caithage, consisted of eleven 
hundred and thirteen ships, and the number of soldiers and 
mariners exceeded one hundred thousand men. Basiliscus, 
the brother of the empress Vorina, was entrusted with this 

tarch in Caton. Uticens, tom. iv. p. 275. Strabon^ Ceograph. 1. xvii. p. 
1193. 

* The principal sum is clearly expressed by Procopius Cde Bell. Vandal. 
1. i. c. p. 1910; tlie smaller constituent parts, which Tiliemont (Hist, des 
Empereurs, tom. vi. p. 896.) has laboriously collected from the Byzantine 
writers, aie less certain, and less important. The historian Malchus la- 
ments the pubhc misery (Excerpt, ex Suida in Corp. Hist. Byzant. p, 58.); 
but he IS surely unjust, when he charges Leo with hoarding the treasures 
which he axtorted tmm the people. 
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importAni cominand. His mler, the wife of Leo, had exag' 
gemted the merit of hJ* former exploits against thf Scythi- 
ans* But the discovery of his guilt, or iiicapacity, was re- 
served for the Afriean war; and his friends could only save 
his military reputation, by asserting, that he had conspired 
with Aspar to spare Genseric, and to betray the last hope of 
the Western empire. 

Experience has shewn, that the success of an invader most 
commonly depends on the vigour and celerity of his opera- 
tions. The strength and sharpness of the first impressions 
are blunted by delay ; the health and spirit of the troops 
insensibly languish in a distant climate; the naval and mili- 
tary force, a mighty effort which perhaps can never be re- 
peated, is silently consumed ; and every lumr that is wasted 
in negociation, accustoms the enemy to contemplate and 
examine those hostile terrors, which, on their first appear- 
ance, he deemed irresistible. The formidabl6 navy of 
Basilisens pursued its prosperous navigation from the Thra- 
cian Bosphorus to the coast of Africa. He landed his troops 
at Cape Bona, or tlie promontory of Mercury, about forty 
miles from Carthage*. The ’army of lleraclius, and the 
fleet of Murccllinus, either joined or seconded the Imperial 
lieutenant; and the Vandals, who o}>posed ijis progress by 
sea or land, were successively vanquisliedt* If Basilisens 
had seaed the moment of consternation, and boldly advanced 
to the capital, Carthage must have surrendered, and the 
kingdom of the Vandals was extinguished. Genseric beheld 
tile danger with firmness, and eluded it with his veteran dex 
terity. He protested, in the most respectful language, that 
h© was ready to submit his person, and his dominions, to the 
will of tlie emperor; but he requested a truce of five days to 
regulate the terms of his submission ; and It was universally 
believed, that his secret liberality coiiiributed to the success 

* This promontory h forty miles from Carthage (Procop. I i, o. 6. p. 
192.) and twenty leagues from Sicily (Shaw’s Travels, p. 89.). Scipio land- 
ed fartiier in the bay, at tlie iair promontory ; see the animated descrip- 
tion of Ljvy, xxix, 28, 27. 

t Tbeophancs (p. 100.) affirms iliat many ships of the Vandals were 
?innk. 'Hie assertion of Jornandcs (tie Successione Regu.), Bosiliscus 
attacked C arthage, must be understood in a very qaaiihed lensc. 
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whd^e^er ttiddl|;^iicft Itk earneiity idlti3iMd}vAe 

gitiCfy^ or tbe credblodV Ba^ilisous' coo«^n to, the 

iHl'raimiidf coii8y^Ntt'>^<Ualielf r]^ < ifae^^' 
SMig^^i^skowk^^iAi^ the wiiidfbecsadiie £airatMbk lotbe 
d€!$lgiig,of Geoseric. He taanned bit liufgest thip^alflrar 
ix^h liie iM Moom ami Vandals ; and ttiej towed 

^fter :inatiy large bark% filled with oombitstil^ 
riaisl In the obscurity of the nighty these destmctive veatels 
were impelled against the nngnarded and unsuspecting fiee^ 
of the ilaaiulis, who were awakened by the sense of their 
instant dan^r« Their close and crowded order assisted 
progress the fire, which was communicated with rapid and 
irresktibte violence ; and the noise of the wi»df the crack- 
ling of the flames, the dissonant cries of die soldiers and 
mariners, who could neither command nor obey, increased 
tfie horror of the nocturnal tumult. Whilst they laboured to 
extricafe themselves from the fire-ships, and to save at lea^ 
a partof the navy, die gallies of Gensertc assaulted tiiem 
widi* temperate and disciplined valour ; and many of the 
Romans, who escaped the fury of die flames, were destroyed 
or taken by the victorious Vandals. Among the events of 
that disastrous night, the heroic, or rather desperate, courage 
of John, one of the principal officers of Basiliscus, has res- 
cued his name from oblivion. When the ship, which he 
had bravely defended, was almost consumed, he threw him- 
self hi his armour into the sea, disdainfully rejected the 
esteem and pity of Genso, the son of Genscric, who pressed 
him to a;:cept honourable quarter, and sunk under the waves; 
exclaiming, ^ith his last breath, that he would never fall 
niive in hands of those improus dogs. ' Actuated by a 
far diflcreiif Ifinrit^ whose s^doq was the most re- 

mote from danger, disgracefulliy fled in die beginning of the 
engagement, returned to Constaiitinople wit^ the lo^ of moie 
than bahF bis fleet and army, and sbeltmei} ^ guilty he^^ 
the eanclqfry of St. Sophia, till his sister, by hCr tetirs and 
enti^ades, . could, editain his pardon from dm indignant cua- 
peror. HeraeVms eflfected his retreat through the desert; 
Marcellas returned to Sicily, where he was assassinated, per- 
VOL. V. G 
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^ Rlfllmer, lqr«ne vi 

ttM* I VwMi oaifwwwMita wpwe awl 

ilw'AVify i|«ii iW’ter Ibfe 

fiiHwig tW« giMt e»p«cRlio«, < 3 eMei« igdln b*caM< ^ 
ty#int «f the WNi } th* co«ttF«f ltalyj'< 3 ta»#c«y aiid JU^i^wj* 
0 (|aiti« 3 cp<wed>Cli bii wreage stid avbriee^ Tripaii aad'Saru 
diniairetwncdto bu'obedi^wee': bAauMed Stedf 
ber •£ Im ftfebineet^ «in 4 befiMv lie diedy in die^Rblew eil' 
yean and of gler3f^ bb beheld >A)i« final extiiwdotf of^tbe 

iknbng Mf Hmg and awiv* Mlgni the Aftican motttetdi 
hdd oMdloasly eoid^ted the hiendsbip of the Burbnrhmf of 
BitfOpe^ ivhoee erma he- might employ In a seatoitahle and 
diiNStaid di veraioii nga'Utst the two eHi^i'ea. After the dChtth 
of tAttda, he tenetiedha aUhuKsewiththe Vitigathfof Oml; 
and the tone of ehe elder Theedoeic, who succMsiwely rei^* 
ed own dtot wadike nation, were easily persuaded, by the 
•ense'Of hftemet, to forget the ertiel eilront whndt Genkeric 
had ’^Mflioted’On their sister^. Ihe death of the mnperor 
hfajodatt ddlifered Tlreodoric the second from the restraint 
of and perhaps of honour; he ridated his recenttteuty 
with the Ronians; and the ample terrhory of Naihonne, 
wbiohhe fintdy united to his dominions, became die imiie- 
dialeirewaed of his perfidy. ^Ihe selfidi policy of Rtchner 
encoiNnged him to invade the proviiices which were in the 
pOHcdfonnf £gidr»s, his rival; bat the active count, by the 
defettecof Arles, and the victory of Orleans, saved Gaol, and 
chetbedjditriflg his i<fe>time, the progress of the Visigoths. 

i'f., ‘ ' ' ’ 

^ {ililhmscitts ap«d Phot. p. 104S. It'Will chin- 

pafMfthft Ihmishoit times, thtii; Mmtettiitiia hmi 

inear Cartha&Oa and wai hiUed in Sioily. 

t F«MlchhWaTSePro4m^ p. #1 

W&i)f Tlitophaiies (p, 09, 100, 101.), Cedrenus <p« 94^ SdO.X ^ 

iis 1. iiiv,p. Montei^uieu (Ccm«ideiatiami|^ h Gran- 

deur, e. %x. tom. HI p.40t«) has made a judicious obserfdlidn on the 
fbikiedP 

J Jppi^s *1 our guide^ through dm reigus of Theodevie Xt ♦nd 
Faric (de JItebus Geticis, c. 44^ 49, 40, 47. p. h75*w*HS8l.). lidatius ends too 
soon, and Isidore Is toosparii^of ihc mrnrmaiton whidi lie Wo 
given oU tlmi#ulrso^' The events diet idhpi Ki Gaul aiaWbonimsIf 

illustrated in the Uiird bOOk of the Abbe Duhos, Hist. Critique, tom. i. 
p 424-HjeO. , ' 
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Hieir miyiioftWMft toon folmiikdi and tlioiiMsniifontiti*' 
goMiiiif the Boom eMpm mniiHu\wi$mmmwed, 

m^elmotlr ennipktedi in iihe jreigti of £iiiie> nbn astniiiiin^ 
ted Us hrodiet ¥hniidoiie> aiid tHtfdnjtedvi^ n mom tnvagis 
femfmt tnferior nbiiihe^imthin wm Hn pvMoed 

the Pfimiees at the he^ of a numerovs urmy, lMk^ the 
eilm of Snrngossa and Fatnpeknai vanqoiibed in battle tbe 
maftinl; nobles of the Tm-ragooeae province^ enmed bis vic*- 
loiioiit arms imio the heart of Lnsitanim atid porntitted tbe 
,Saeri |Q bold the kingcbm of Gallicia under tlie Gothic 
monarchy of Spain’*^. Tbe efforts of Euite were not less 
vigorous^ or less siu;iCes9ful in Gaul ; and tbreu^itbut the 
country thm extjends from tbe Pyrenees to the Hhone and 
the Loire^ Berry, and Auvergne^ were the only eitiesj or dio- 
casesf which refused to acknowledge bim as liieif snasteit* 
In the defence of Clermont, their principal town, tbs inha- 
bitants o4.Auvergne sustained, with inflentble resotolioiif 
miseries of war, pestilence, and famine; and tbe VitigothS) 
relinquisMog tbe fruitless siege, suspended the hopes of that 
important conquest* The youth of the province werS anir 
mated by the heroic, and almost incrediUe| valour of Ecdi- 
cius, the son of the emperor Avitus %, who made a desperate 
>sally with only eighteen horsemen, boldly attacked the Gothic 
army, and, after maintaining a flying skirmisb, retired safe 
and victorious within tlie walls of Clermont, Hhoharity 
was equal to bis courage : in a time of extreme acaifsi^ fenr 
thousand poor were fed at bis expenee; andhisprivait hiflii^ 
ence levied an army of Burgundians for lUe deliverance of 
/Vi^vergne. From hi$ virtues atone tlie faithful chh^s of 
Gaul derived any hopes of safety or freedom ; and even such 
virtues were insufficient to avert the impending ruin of their 
couutry, sibcc they were anxious to learn from bis authority 
and example, whether they slioukl prefer the alternative of 

♦ See Mabaaty Bin. Hispan. tea». i- k v, c. 5. p. 16^. 

t An bat orifjinjd, pklure of Gam, more tfspedally of AU- 

is sIk>w« by Skbniusj who, as a senator, and afterwards as a bishop, 
was deeply tatsresttd is the fate of bis eotdfitry. i r, i^ist h §•. V, 

. i Stdottiss, 1. iii. ef^t. S. p. 55—48. Gre^g, T«w«, 1. u. c. 341 itt fob;* ii. 
p. tf 4« iarwaadesi c. 45^ p. S75. ‘ PStbaM fcdleitis was dtdy tUe son* hi* 
law of Avitus, his wife’s son by anotiier husband. 

G2 
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bf • I Tbe:|»#Wtc confi^Bi^ibwIost^ tlib 

itMoroM olvilic ■fste V eJtHaoited j md thc Gaii* ba^ 
ta»inticls rewKMt to beltetv, that ABtherahMj Wbo leigawi »«» 
It»^ ilwtt;incaq^aUe ofr f^te^tng b» dirtrCtsei ■tob^t.’ta be* 
|road dib Alpt.^ Tbe feeWe eanpetor coaM only |»K>c«*e'<’of 
their Aefeace the tervice of twelve tboBsand Bcibrft' •axili* 
arie*.: Jltotbjuuusi ohe of the independeot kio||[^' or obkf* 
taiasf of tbe .i$land> was persuaded to traosport histioops to 
the :«08iineat)of Gaul) he sailed up the Loire, aad.esta* 
blmhed his quarters in Berry, where the people complaiaed 
of -these oppressive allies, till they were destroyed, of dis- 
persed, by the arias of the Visigoths'}*. ^ 

Oae of the last acts of jurisdiction, which the Roman se- 
nate exercised over their subjects of Gaul, was the trial and 
oondmuation of Arvandns, the Prmtorian prsefeet. Sido- 
nius, who rejoices that be lived under a reign in which he 
night pity and assist a state criminal, has expressed, with 
tenderness and fnedom, the faults of bis indiscreet and un- 
fbrtnnate friend I'rom the perils which he had escaped, 
Arvandus imlrihed confidence rather than wisdom ; and such 
was the various, though uniform, imprudence of his beha- 
viour, that bis prosperity must appear much more surprising 
than his downful. The second prsefecture, which he obtain- 
ed within tlie term of five years, abolished the merit and 
popularity of Iws preceding administration. H is easy temper 
was fiorrupted by flattery, and exasperated by opposition ; 
he was^Terced to satisfy his importunate creditors with the 
spoils of the province; his capricious insolence offended the 
nobles of Gaul, and he sunk under the weight of the public 

• Si nuUit » republic^ vires, mjlls prasidiu, si nullss, quantum rumor cst, 
Antluunii priucipis opes, suiuit te auctore, nobilitas seu ratriam diuiittcre 
8CU capSios (Sidon. 1, ii. epist. 1. p. 3:>.). The Just words (Sirmond Not. 
p. 25.) may iikswwe denote the clerical tonsure, which wm indeed the 
c'loice of Sidonitis himself. 

t The history of these Britons may be traced in Joroandes (c. 45. 
p. 678.), Sidonms (1. iii, epistol. 9, p. 73, 74.), and Gregory of Tours (I. ii. 
a, 18. in pm.. ik pklTO.). Sidoaias (who styles these mcrowmiy 4roop,s 
arpitoSt POiatM^ tampltiwtot,viitate,nwuero, ooatabernio, contumaties) 
addresses theif general in a tone of Aiendsbip and Abtiliaricy. , 

: See Sidowus, 1, i, epist, T . p. 15—20, with SSrmond’s notes. This letter 
^ bofUHir tp bis heart, as ysril as lo bis understand tng. - The prose of 
Aldouii^, .lww«*«r vitiated by a fake and affected mste, is ukneh superntr 
hjsiiisi{Mdrit»CS' . 
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h;^ti*ed. The mandate of his disgrace sammoaed Writ to jus* 
tify hit conduct before the senate; and he parsed the of 
Tusdftny with a faTOuraWe ^ind> the presage, its . he vaully 
imagined, of his future fortunes. A decent respect wa$ still 
ob^enred for the Prmfectorian rank; and on his arrival af 
Rome; 'Arvand ITS was committed to the hospitality, rather 
than to the Custody, of Flavius Aseilus, theoount of the sa* 
cred largesses, who resided in the Capitol He was eagerly 
pursued by his accusers, the four deputies of Sauli who were 
aH distingurShed by their birth, their dignities, or their elo- 
quence. In the name of a great province, and according to 
the forms of Roman jurisprudence, they instituted a civil and 
crimitiaKaction, requiring such a restitution as might com- 
pensate the losses of individuals, and such punishment as 
might satisfy the justice of the state. Their charges of cor- 
rupt oppression were numerous and weighty; but they placed 
their secret dependence on a letter, which they had inter- 
cepted, and which they could prove, by the evidence of his 
secretary, to liave been dictated by Arvandus himself. The 
author of this letter seemed to dissuade the king of the Goths 
from a peace with the Greek emperor: he suggested the at- 
tack of the Britohs on the Loire ; and he recommended a 
division of Gaul, according to the Jaw of nations, between 
the Visigoths and the Burguncliansf . These perniciouf 
schenies, which a friend could only palliate by the reproachei 
oF'Vanity and indiscretion, were susceptible of a treui^onable 
interpretation : and the deputies had artfully resolved, not 
to produce their mo^t formidable weapons till the deciliye 
mothent of tlie contest. But their intentions were discovered 
by the zeal of Sidonius. He immediately apprised the un- 
Unsipecting criminal of his danger; and sincerely lamented, 
Vrlthocit any mixture of anger, the haughty presumption of 
Arvandus, who rejected, and even resented, the salutary ad* 

• When ihe Capitol ceased to be a temple, it was appropriated to the 
ufiS4>f the civil magistrale; and H is stili the residence of fes Homa^ae- 
itator. The jewellers, te, ml^t be allowed to expose tbeir precious wares 
in the porticoes. 

t Bwe ad rcgemrGothoi 3 ;m(i» ebarta videbatur amittji, pav$m cum G/ageo 
ItupVf^tore dUsaadens, Britaniios super Ligeiiai sites impu^uarioppt^ter^ 
demonstrans, cum Burgundiooibus jure j^entium Gallius divldi deber^- 
confirroaus. 
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^ the Ckpiml m the white mke of e^fsmdii 
ikl^gsceepte4 mdmi^wfLtes&htathm md offers ofmrmcfp 
il^ of the merchaots^ the $iiks and 
with tha indiffarenae of a spectator^ and somai^ 
toea witii the attention of a purcha^r and compiaiiied ol 
the timea, of the aeeate^ of the prince, and of the delayj of 
justice. His complaints wexe soon removed. An early day 
was #Red for bis trial ; and Arvandus appearedt with his ac- 
cuserSf before a numerous assembly of the Roman senate* 
The ntouriUul garb which they affected, excited the compas* 
sim wf the judges, who were scandalized by the gay mid 
splendid dress of their adversary: and when the prmfeet Ar- 
vandaSf with the first of the Gallic deputies, were directed to 
take their places on the senatorial benches, the same contrast 
of pride and modesty was observed in their behaviour# In 
this memorable judgnient, which presented a lively image of 
the old republic, the Qauls exjrosed, with force and freedom, 
the grievances of the province; and as soon as the minds of 
tlie nOdience were sufficiently inflamed, they recited the fiital 
episUe« The obstinacy of Arvandus was founded on the 
strange supposition, that a subject could not be convicted of 
treason, unless be bad actually conspired to assume the pur«^ 
pic. As the paper was read, he repeatedly, and with a loud 
Toice, acknowledged it for his genuine composition ; and his 
wstonismeiit was equal to his dismay, when the unanimotMT 
ipoice wf the senate declared him guilty of a capital offence. 
By their decree^ he was degraded from the rank of a pimfcct 
to the obscure condition of a plebeian, and ignominioiisly 
dragged by servile bands to die public prison. After a fort** 
nighds adjournment, the senate was again convened to pro- 
nounce the sentence of bis death ; but while he expected, in 
tbe island of JEsculapius, the expiratioii of the thirty days 
allowed by an ancient law to the vilest malefactors^, bis 
friendif interposed, the emperor Anthemius relentedjr ehd the 
of Gaul oblaiiied t|ie milder puuishinenl of exile and 

^ Tiiermiwtm (Sirmond T!|et; p. 17.) ; but Hist law 

flowed emy fei) days betwsen Ae sentence and execution 5 ffie reznaioing 
twenty Were added'in (he reign of Theodosius. 
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the yt^blie, tiU foe was cotidemtitd^ H^ci oo ibw 

coutpiaint the people of Auvergne. Thai aali^ 

irisiefj dieCatiiine of liis age and cornitry, held « worat^r^ 
reifiotideiice witii the Vtst^oihs^ to beimy the province which 
foe oppressed ; his iadostry was conutitialiy <ejterdsed in the 
discovery of new taxes and obsolete oftences } and hb ettra^ 
Ti^awt vices would have inspired con tempt^ if they had not 
excited fear and abhorrence* * * § . 

Umh criminals were not beyond the reach of justice ; but 
whatever might be tlie guilt of Ricimer, that powerful Bar- 
barian was abk to contend or to negotiate with the prince; 
whose alliance he had condescended to accept. The peacefnt 
and prosperous reign which Anthemius had promised to the 
Wesb was soon clouded by misfthrtane and discord. Ricftner, 
apprehensive, or impatient, of a superior, retired from Rome, 
and fixed his residence at Milan ; an advantageous situation, 
either to invite, or to repel, the warlike tribes that were seated 
between the Alps ajiid the Danube f. Italy was gradually di- 
vided into two mdependent and hostile kingdoms; and the 
nobles of Liguria, who trembled at the near approach of aoivit 
war, fell ptostmte at the feet of the patrician, and conjated 
him to spare their unhappy country. “ For my own part/* 
replied Ricimer, in a tone of insolent moderation, I mrti 
** still inclined to embrace the friendship of the Galatian j; ; 
but who will undertake to appease his anger, or to mitigate 
the pride, which always rises in proportion to our submis> 
** sion?” They mforined him, that Epiphanius, bishop of 
PaVia §, united the wisdom of the serpent with the intiocence 


• Catillna seculi nostri. Sidonitis, I. ii. epi«t. 1. p. 33.; 1. v, epist. 1^* 
p. 143.; i. vii. eptst. 7. p* IU5> He execrates the crimest^ ati4 
the punishment, of Scronatu% perhaps with the indignation of a virtitoui 
citizent perhaps with the resentment of a personal enemy. 

t Hicimer, under the reign of Anthemius, defeated and slew in battle 
H^rgor, king of the Alaot (Jornaades, c. 4^. p. 673.}* Hk sister had mar., 
ri^ the king of the Burgundians, and he imititained an intimate Cpnr 
nection with the Suevic colony established in Pannooia and Noricum. 

I Galatam concitatum. Sirmond (in bis notes to Ennodius) a|mUi^ 
dus appeliitton to Anthendus himself. « The tmpemr was ortiMdllt lorh 
in die province of Galatia, whose Inhahitants, the Gtllo^Gredate Wcire 
supposed to unite the vices of a savw^ and a corrupted, peoplef 

§ Epiphanius was thirty years bishop of Pavia (A, D. 407—4^^7; sec 
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be im fel^ektcl wiib (he boaparsdiie iojiis iii^if M 
tai^» The wRkia ef^a bi«hpp in fav<ittr pe^ee# mmp hm 
easily sappesed ; heaigued^ (bat in all possible drcaoiBliifieesi 
^ fiifgtveiiess of ia^i4i(ies must be ati act of mercy, or mag- 
nanimity^ or prudence; and be seriously admonished dieem^ 
pemr to anoid a eootesi with a fierce Barbai ian, wbicsb mif bt 
be faml biinielf, and must be ruinous to his dominioiisv 
Antbemiuj acknowledged the truth of his maxims; hot he 
deeply fell, with grief and indignation, the behaviour of lli« 
ektier; and bis passion gave eloquence and energy to hiadis* 
course* Wbat favours/* fife warmly exclaimed, have we 
** refused to this ungrateful man? Wliat provocations have 
we not endured ? Regardless of the majesty of the purple^ 
I gave my daughter to a Gotli ; I sacrificed my owa biood 
to the safety of the republic. The liberality which ought 
to have secured the eternal attachment of llicimer baa ex- 
asperated him against his benefactor. What wars has be 
not excited against tlia empire? How often has be insti*^ 
gated, and assisted the fury of hostile nations ? Shall I now 
accept bis perfidious friendship ? Can I hope that l>e will 
** respect the engagements of a treaty, wlm has already vio- 
lat^tlre duties of a son?” But the anger of Anthemius 
evaporated in these passionate exclamations ; he insensibly 
yielded to Urn proposals of Epipbanius ; and the bishop re- 
turned to bis diocese with the satisfaction of restoring the 
peace of Italy, )^y a reconciliation’*', of which the sincerity 
and ooiitiouiuice might be reasonably suspected. Thccle- 
wmicy of the emperor was extorted from his weakness; md 
Ricimer suspended his ambitious designs, till he had secretly 

Tillemctit^.MeiU. Eccles. tom. x\n. p. 788. \ His name and aettom would 
have faeen uxik^ to posterity, if Ennodius, one of his successoiy, had 
not wriltep^^ life (Sirmoind; Opera, tom. i. p. W 

he represents him as one bf fhe Neatest eharactcYr of the age. 

• Ennodliss (p. 105#— has related thiy embassy 
and his narrative, verbose and tuntid as it must appear,* illustrates some 
curious passages in the fall of me Western empire. 
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prepared the engines with which he resolved to subvert the 
tbi:ot7(^ of Anthemius. The mask of peace and moderation 
was then thrown aside. The army of Ricimer was fortified 
by a numerous reinforcement of Burgundians and Oriental 
Suevi: he disclaimed all allegiance to the Greek emperor, 
inarched from Milan to the gates of Rome, and fixing his 
camp on the banks of the Anio, impatiently expected the ar- 
rival of Olybrius his Imperial candidate. ' 

The senator Olybrius, of the Anician family, might esteem 
himself the lawful heir of the Western empire. He liad mar- 
ried Placidia, the younger daughter of Valentinian, after she 
was restored byGenseric; who still detained her sister Eudoxia, 
as the wife, or rather. as the captive, of his son. The king of 
the Vandals supported, by threats and solicitations, the fair 
pretensions of his Roman ally; and assigned, as one of the 
motives of the war, the refusal of the senate and people to 
acknowledge their lawful prince, and the unworthy preference 
which they had given to a stranger^. The friendship of the 
public enemy might render Olybrius still more unpopular to 
the Italians ; but when Ricimer meditated the ruin of the 
emperor Anthemius, he tempted, with the offer of a diadem, 
the candidate who could justify his rebellion by an illustrious 
name, and a royal alliance. The husband of Placidia, who, 
like most of his ancestors, had been invested with the consu- 
lar dignity, might have continued to enjoy a secure and splen- 
did fortune in the peaceful residence of Constantinople; nor 
does he appear to have been tormented by such a genius, as 
cannot be amused or occupied, unless by the administration 
of an empire. Yet Olybrius yielded to the importunities of 
his friends, perhaps of his wife ; rashly plunged into the dan- 
gers and calamities of a civil war ; and, with the secret con- 
nivance of the emperor Leo, accepted the Italian purple, 
which was bestowed, and resumed, at the capricious will of 
a Barbarian. He landed without obstacle (for Genseric was 
master of the sea) either at Ravenna or the port of Ostia, and 

• Priscus Excerpt. Legation, p. 74. Procopius de Bell. Vartdal. 1. i. c. 
f>. p* 191 • Eudoxia and her daughter were restored after the death of Ma 
jorian. Perhaps the consulship of Olybrius (A. D. 464.) was bestowed as 
a nuptial present. 


VoL, V. 


H 



50 HISTORY OF THE OECLIHE AND FALL 


immediately proceeded to the camp of Ricimer, where he 
was received as tlje sovereign of the Western world 
Tlie Patrician, who had extended his posts from the Anio 
to the Milvian bridge, already possessed two quarters of 
Rome, the Vatican and the Janiculutn, which are separated 
by the Ty l>er froni the rest of tlie city f ; and it may be con- 
jectured, that an assembly of seceding senators imitated, in 
tile choice of Olybrius, the forms of a legal election. But 
the body of the senate and people firmly adhered to the 
cause of Anthemius ; and the more effectual support of a 
Goifjic army enabled him to prolong his reign, and the pub- 
lic distress, by a resistance of three months, which produced 
the concomitant cvilj^ of famine and pestilence. At length, 
Ricimer made a furious assault on the bridge of Hadrian, or 
iSt. Angelo; and the narrow pass was defended with equal 
valour by the Goths, till the death of Gilimer their leader- 
The victorious troops breaking down every barrier, rushed 
with irresistible violence into the heart of the city, and Rome 
(if wc may use the language of a contemporary Pope) was 
subverted by the civil fury of Anthemius and Ricimer 
I’lie unfortunate Anthemius was dragged from his conceal- 
ment, and inhumanly massacred by the command of his 
son-in-law ; who thus added a third, or perhaps a fourth 
emperor to the number of his victims. The soldiers, who 
united the rage of factious citizens with the savage manners 
af Barbarians^ were indulged, without controul, in the li- 


• I'he Iiostile appearance of Olybrius is fixed (notwithstanding the 
opinion of Pagi) by the duration of his reign. The secret connivance of 
Leo is acknowledged bv 'rbeophanes, and the Pasclial Chronicle. We 
arc ignorant of bis motives; but in this obscure period, our ignorance ex- 
tends to the most public and important facts. 

t Of the fourteen regions, or quarters, into which Rome was divided 
by Augustus, only one^ the Janiculum, lay on the T uscan side of the 
1 yber. But, in the fifth century, the Vatican suburb formed a consider* 
able city ; and in the ecclesiastical distribution, w'hich had been recently 
made by Simplicius, the reigning pope, of the stven regions, or pa- 
rishes of Rome, depended on (lie church of St. Peter. See Nardini Uoina 
Aniica, p. 67. It would require a tedious dissertation to mark the cir- 
cumstances, in which 1 am inclined to depart from the topogmriiy of that 
learned Roman. 

I Nuper Anthemii e t Ricimeris civili furore suhtersa cat. Gelasiiis iu 
ad .^ndromach. apud Baron. A. U. 490 . No. 4*. Sigoniu^ (tocn. i 
i. xiv, de occidentali Imperio, p. M2,54S.) andMuratori t^Annali dTtalia, 
turn. iv. p. SOB, S09.)* with the aid of a less imperfect MS. of the Historia 
Miscella, have illustrated this daikand bloody transaction. 
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ccncc of rapine and murder : the crowd of slaves and pie- 
hians^^who were unconcerned in the event, could only gain 
by the indiscriminate pillage; and the face of the city exhi- 
bited the strange contrast of stern cruelty, and dissolute in- 
temperance Forty days after this calamitous event, the 
subject, not of glory, but of guilt, Italy was delivered by a 
painful disease, from the tyrant Ricirner, who bequeathed the 
command of his army to his nephew Gundobald, one of the 
princes of the Burgundians. In the same year, all the prin- 
cipal actors in this great revolutibn, were removed from the 
stage; and the whole reign of Olybrius, whose death docs 
not betray any symptoms of violence, is included within the 
term of seven months. He left one daughter, the offspring 
of his marriage with Placidia; and the family of the great 
Theodosius, transplanted from Spain to Constantinople, was 
propagated in the female line as far as the eighth genera- 
tion f . 

Whilst the vacant throne of Italy was abandoned to law- 
less Barbarians;]:, the election of a new colleague was seri- 
ously agitated in the council of Leo. The empress Verina, 
studious to promote the greatness of her own family, had 
married one of her nieces to Julius Kepos, who succeeded 
his uncle Marcellinus in the sovereignty of Dalmatia, a more 
solid possession than the title which he was persuaded to 
accept, of Emperor of the West. But the measures of the 
Byzantine court were so languid and irresolute, that many 
months elapsed after the death of Anthemius, and even of 
Olybrius, before their destined successor could shew himself, 
with a respectable force, to bis [lalian subjects. During 

• Such liad been the sarva ac deformi* urbe toti facies, when Rome w'as 
assaulted and stormed by the troops of Vespasian (seel'acit. Hist. iii. 82, 
83.); and every cause of Inischief had since acquired much additional 
energy. The revolution of ages may bring round the same calamities; 
but ages may revolve, without producing a 'Tacitus to describe them. 

t See Uucange, Familinc Ryzantin. p. 74, 75, Arcobindus, who ap- 
pears to have nvai ried the niece of the emperor Justinian, was the eighth 
descendant of the elder 'Theodosius, 

J The last revolutions of tlie Western empire are faintly marked in 
Theophancs (p. 102.), .lornandes (c. 45. p. ^70.), the Cbroniclc of Mar- 
ccllinus, and the fnigments of ananniumnus writer, published by Vale- 
sius at the end of Ammianus (p. 71f>, 7 I7.)- R Photius had not l)Cen so 
wretchedly Concise, wv should derive much information from the con- 
temporary histories of Malchus and Candid us. See his Extracts, p. 17^ 
— 170 * 
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that interval, Glycetiaa, aa obscare soldier, was invested 
with tbe'purple of his patron QundobaJd ; but the B^ingiin* 
dian prince w«,^ unable or unwilling, to support his nomina-* 
tion by acivil war: the pursuits of domestic ambition re- 
called him beyond the Alps*, and his client was permitted 
to exchange the Roman sceptre for the bishopric of Salona. 
After extinguishing Such a competitor, the emperor Nepos 
was acknowledged by the senate, by the Italians, and by the 
provincials of Gaul 5 his moral virtues, and military talents, 
were loudly celebrated ; an A those who derived any private 
benefit from bis government, announced, in prophetic 
strains, the restoration of the public felicity f. Their hopes 
(if such hopes had been entertained) were confounded within 
the term of a single year *, and the treaty of peace which 
ceded Auvergne to the Visigoths, is the only event of his 
short and inglorious reign. The most faithful subjects of 
Gaul were sacrificed my the Italian emperor, to the hope of 
domestic. security J ; but his repose was soon invaded by a 
furious seditidn of the Barbarian confederates, who, under 
the cfcmand of Orestes, their general, were in full march 
from Rome to Ravenna. Nepos trembled at their approach ; 
and instead of placing a just confidence in the strength of 
Ravenna, he hastily escaped to his ships, and retired to his 
Dalmatian principality, on the opposite coast of the Hadri- 
atic. By this shameful abdication, he protracted his life 
about five years, in a very ambiguous state, between an em- 
peror and an exile, till he was assassinated at Salona by the 
ungrateful Glycerius, who was translated, perhaps as the 
reward of his crime, to the archbishopric of Milan §. 

* See Greg. Turqn. 1. ii, c. 28. in tom. ii. p. 175 . Dubos. Hist. Cri- 
tique, tom. i. p. 61 s. By the murder, or death, of liis two brothers, 
Guudohald acquired the sole possession of the kingdom of Burgundy, 
whose J’uin was hastened by their discord. 

f Julius Nepos annis pariter summus Augustus ac moribus. Sidonius, 
). V. cp. lO. p. 146. Nepos bad given to Ecdicius tfie title, of patrician, 
which Anthemius had promised, dccessoris Anthemei fidem absolvit. See 
1. viii. cp. 7 * })• 224. 

t Epfphanius was sent ambassador from Nepos tp the Visigoths, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the Jlnes Imperii Itnlici (Ennodius in Sirmond. 
tom. i. p. 1666 — 1669 .). His pathetic discourse concealed the disgrace** 
ful secret, which soon excited the just and bitter complaints of the bishop 
nf Clermont. 

^ 5 MalchuS, apud Phot. p. 172. Ennod. Epigram. Ixxxii. in Sirmond 
Gper. tom. i. p. 1879* Some doubt may however be raised on the id^nr 
!ity of the emperor apd the archbishop. 
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The nations who bad asserted their Independence after the 
death of Auila^ were established by the right of possession 
or conquest^ in the boundless countries to the north of the 
Danube ; or in the Komati provinces between the river and 
the Alps* But the bravest of their youth enlisted in the 
army of confederates^ who formed the defence and the terror of 
Italy*; and in this promiscuous multitude, the names of the 
Heruii, the Scyrri, the Alani, the Turcilingi, and the liu- 
gians, appear to have predominated. The example of these 
warriors was imitated by Orestetf, the son of Tatullus, and 
the father of the last Roman emperor of the West. Orestes, 
who has been already mentioned in this history, had never 
deserted his country. His birth and fortunes rendered him 
one of the most illustrious subjects of Pannonia. When that 
province was ceded to the Huns, he entered into the service 
of Attila, his lawful sovereign, obtained, the office of his 
secretary, and was repeatedly sent ambassador to Constanti- 
nople, to represent the person, and signify the commands, 
of the imperious monarch. The dewih of that conqueror 
restored him to his freedom ; and Orestes might hon^pirably 
refuse either to follow the sons of Attila into tlie Scythian 
desert, or to obey the Ostrogoths, who had usurped the do- 
minion of Pannonia. He preferred the service of the Italian 
princes, the successors of Valentihian ; and, as he possessed 
the qualifications of courage, industry, and experience, he 
advanced with rapid steps in the military profession, till he 
was elevated, by the fp^our of Nepos himself, to the digni- 
ties of patrician, and master-general of the troops* These 
^roops had been long accustomed to reverence the character 
and authority of Orestes, who affected their manners, con- 
versed with them in their own language, and was intimately 
connected with their national chieftains, by long habits of 
familiarity and friendship. At his solicitation they rose in 

* Our knowledge of these roeixenaries, who subverted the Western 
empire, is derived from Procopius (de Bell. Gothico, I. i. c. i. p. 308 ). 
The popular opinion, and the recent historians, represent Odoacer in tiie 
talse light of a strangir, and a king, who invaded Italy with an army of 
foreigners, his native subjects. 

t Orestes, qui eo tempore quando Attila ad Italiam venit, sc illi junxit, 
et ejus notarius factus fiierat. Anonym. Vales, p. 716 . He is mistaken 
in the date; but we may credit his assertion, that tfie secretary of Attila 
was the father of Augustulus. 
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anus against the obscure Greek, who presumed to claim 
their obedience; and when Orestes, from some secret ipotive, 
declined the purple, they consented, with the same facility, to 
acknowledge bis sou Augvstalusj as the emperor of the West 
By the abdication of Nepos, Orestes had now obtained the 
summit of bis ambitious hopes; but he soon discovered, be- 
fore the end of the first year, that the lessons of perjury and 
ingratitude, which a rebel must inculcate, will be retorted 
against himself; and that the precarious sovereign of Italy 
was only permitted to chuse, whether he would be the slave, 
or the victim, of his Barbarian mercenaries. The dangerous 
alliance of these strangers had oppressed and insulted the 
last remains of Homan freedom and dignity. At each revo- 
lution, their pay and privileges were augmented ; but their 
insolence increased in a still more extravagant degree ; they 
envied the fortune of their brethren in Gaul, Spain, and 
Africa, whose victorious arms had acquired an independent 
and perpetual inheritance ; and they insisted on their pe- 
remptory demand, that a third part of the lands of Italy 
sUouHlbe immediately divided among them. Orestes, with 
a spirit which, in another situation, might he entitled to 
our esteem, chose rather to encounter the rage of an armed 
multitude, than to subscribe the ruin of m innocent people. 
He had rejected the audacious demand ; and his refusal was 
favourable to the ambition of Odoacer ; a bold Barbarian, 
who assured his fellow soldiers, that, if they dared to asso- 
ciate under his command, they might soon extort tije justice 
which had been denied to their dutiful petitions. I'rom all 
the camps and garrhons of Italy, tlie confederates, actuated 
by the same resentment and the same hopes, impatiently 
flocked to the standard of this popular leader; and the un- 
fortunate patrician, overwhelmed by the torrent, hastily re- 
treated to the strong city of Pavia, the episcopal seat of the 
holy Epiplmnites. Pavia was immediately besieged, the 
fortificulions were stormed, the town was pillaged ; and al- 
though the bishop might labour, with ‘much zeal and some 
success, to save the property of the church, and the chastity 
of female captives, the tumult could only be aj)peased by 
the execution of Orestes*. His' brother Paul was slain in 


See Ennodius (in Vit. Epipban. Sirmoiul, tora. u p, 1670.), 
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an action near Ravenna; and the helpless Augustnlus, who 
could no longer command the respeRl, was reduced to ira- 
pJore the <?lemency, c)f Odoacer. 

That successful Barbariaa was the son of Edecoa ; who, 
in some reranrkuble transactions, particularly described in a 
preceding chapter, had been the colleague of Orestes him- 
self. The honour of an ambassador should exempt from 
suspicion; and Edecon had listened to a conspiracy against 
the life of his sovereign. But this ^apparent guilt was ex- 
piated by his merit or repentance : his rank was eminent 
.'tnd conspicuous; he enjoyed the favour of Attila; and the 
troops under his command, who guarded in their turn the 
royal village, consisted in a tribe of a Scyrri, bis immediate 
and hereditary subjects. In the revolt of the nations, they 
Still adhered to the Huns; and, more than twelve years 
afterwards, the name of Edecon is honourably mentioned, 
in their unequal contest with the Ostrogoths ; which was 
terminated, after two bloody battles, by the defeat and dis- 
persion of the Scyrri’^. Their gallant leader, who did not 
survive this national ciilamity, left two sons, and 

Odoacer, to struggle with adversity, and to maintain as 
tijey might, by rapine or service, the faithful followers of 
their exile. Onuif directed his steps towards Constanti- 
nople, where he sullied, by the assassination of a generous 
benefoclor, the fame which he had acquired in arms. Hts 
brodier Odoacer led a wandering life among the Barbarians 
of Noricum, with a mind and a fortune suited to the most 
desperate adventures ; and when he luul fixed his choice, he 
piously visited il)e cell of Severinus, the popular saint of 
the country, to solicit his approbation and blessing, 'fhe 
lowness of the door would not admit the lofiy stature of 
Odoacer: he was obliged to sloop ; but in iliat humble al- 
titude the saint could discern the symptoms of his future 
greatness; and addressing him in a prophetic tone, Pur- 

Ho avids wriglit the narrative of Procopius, thon^b we may doubt 
whether the devil acuially contrived the siege of Pavia, to distress the 
hidiop arnl his Hoc k. 

• Jornandes c. Al. p. CpS — GpS. M. do Biiat (flirst. des Pcnplcsde 
i f'.urope, tom. viii. p. — ^28.) has clearly explaintfd the origin and 
ndventures of Otloucer. 1 am almost inclined to believe that he w'as the 
^me who pi liaised A rebels, and eommanded a Hect of Saxon pirates on 
ihc ocean. I’uron 1 il c. IS. in lorn. ii. p. 170. 
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** sue*' (md he) your design ; proceed to Italy ; you will 
** soon cast away thi» coarse garment of skins; an^J your 
wealth will be adequate to the liberality of your mind’^**' 
The Barbarian, whose daring spirit accepted and ratified 
the prediction, was admitted into the service of the Western 
empire, and soon obtained an honourable rank in the 
guards. His fiianners were gradually polished, his military 
skill was improved, and the confederates of Italy would not 
have elected him for their general, unless the exploits of 
Odoacer had established a high opinion of his courage and 
rapacity f. Their military acclamations saluted him with 
the title of king : but he abstained, during his whole reign, 
from the use of tlie purple and diadem J, lest he should 
offend those princes, whose subjects, by their accidental 
mixture^ had formed the victorious army which time and 
policy might insensibly unite into a great nation. 

Royalty was familiar to tlie Barbarians, and the sub- 
missive people of Italy were prepared to obey, without a 
murmur^ the authority which he should condescend to exer- 
cise aa the vicegerent of the emperor of the West. But 
Odoacer had resolved to abolish tliat useless and expensive 
office; and sucli is the weight of antique prejudice, that it 
required some boldness and penetration to discover the ex- 
treme facility of the enterprise. Tlie unfortunate Augus- 
talus was made the instrument of his own disgrace ; he sig- 
nified liis resignation to the senate; and that assembly, in 
their last act of obedience to a Roman prince, still affected 
the spirit of freedom, and the forms of the constitution. 
An epistle was addressed, by their unanimous decree, to the 


• Vadc ad Ttaliani, vade vilissimis tuiuc pt liibus coopertis : sed mul tis' 
cito plurima largiturus. Anonym. Vales, p. 717. lie quotes the life of 
St. Severinus, which Im extant, and contains much unknown and valuable 
history i it vvas composed by his disciple Eu«ippias (A. L). oil.), thirty 
\ curs after his death. See 'rilicinont, Mem. Lccles. tom. xvi. p. I6S 
^ 181 . 

+ Theophanes, who calls him a Goth, affirms, that he was educated, 
nursed in Italy (p. 10^); and as this strong expression will 

not bear a litoral interpictation, it must be explained by long service io 
the Imperial guaids. 

J Nomeu regis Odoacer assumpsit, cum tamcn ncque nnrpura iiec 
regalibus utcMciur in^iguibus. Cassiodor. in Chron. A. D. 47f». He 
seems to have as'^uined the alcstract title of a king, without apjdying it to 
any particular nation or country. 
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OQiperor the soii<4ii4aw and siMK^sliOf of lieo ; who 
had laieljF beea restored ^ after a short rebelUoa^ to the By* 
zaniai^ tfaioae* They soleinnly ** disclaim the necessity^ 
or erea the wish, of catitmuirig any looger the Impeiial 
iuocession in Italy; since, in their opinion^ the 
of a sole monarch is sufficient to pervade and proteo$ffj||K 
the same time, both the East and the Wesl^ In 
own name, and in the name of the people# they conseMU 
** that the seat of universal empire shall be transferred from 
Rome to Constantinople ; and they basely renounce the 
right of chasing their nuistet, the only vestige thet yet 
nemained of the authority which had given laws ^to ihe 
" world. The republic <they repeat that name without M 
blush) might safely confide in the civil and military viiv 
** tues of Odoacer ; and they humbly request, that the 
emperor would invest him with the title of patriman, and 
the administration of the diocese of Italy.” The deputies 
ef the senate were received at Constantinople with some 
marks of displeasure and indignation ; and when they were 
admitted to the audience of Zeno, he sternly reproached 
them with their treatment of the two emperors, Anthemius 
and Nepos, whom the East had successively granted to the 
prayers of Italy. The first” (continued be) you have 
murdered ; the second you have expelled : but the second 
" is still alive, and whilst he lives he is your lawful sove- 
reign.” But the prudent Zeno soon deserted the hopelesi 
cause of his abdicated colleague. His vanity was gratified 
by the title of sole emperor, and by the statues erected to 
bis honour in the several quarters of Home; he entertained 
a friendly, though ambiguous, correspondence with the 
patricinn Odoacer ; and he gratefully accepted the Imperial 
ensigns, the sacred ornaments of the throne and palace, 
which the, Barbarian was not unwilling to remove from th# 
sight of the people*. 

in the space of twenty years since the deatli of Valeii* 
tinian, nine emperors had successively disappeared; and 

* Malcbus, whose loss excites our regret hat preserved (in Excerpt* 
lA^t p 03.) this lextraordinary embassy from the senate to 2eoU. 
apopyiuous fragment (p. 717*), and the extract lipm Cand|ydai^^q^d 
Pb^. p. 176.), arrakewise of tome ute. 

Voj*. V* 1 



Sik'A HlSTOUt drttft triEeLINK A3fi> t\ALL 

tlfc^ s^n erf €)rme«i e* yottth * feeotiim€nded only by hm' 
foodlity, iv4uW be «he least entitled to the notice of pos- 
lOt'lty, if hi» reign, wbich was marked by the eittitiction of 
the Roman empire in the Weit, did riot leave a memorable 
EJm iif the history of^i»ankitid*. The patrician Orestes 

S tialrled Ihe daughter of Count Romidm, of Petovio in 
letttri i the riame of jiugmiUs, notwithstanding the jea- 
lousy of power, was known at Aquileia as a imniliar sar- 
and the appellations of the two great founders^ of 
the city, arid of the monarchy, were thus strangely united 
ih the last of their Successors f. The son of Oreates^sstitned 
awd disgraced the names of Romulus Augustus; but the 
first was corrupted into Momyllos, by the Greeks, and the 
second hris been changed by the Latins into the contempti- 
ble diminutive Augustulos. The life of this inoffensive 
youth Was spared by the generous clemency of Odoacer ; 
who dismissed him, with his whole family, from the Im- 
perial palace; fixed his annual allowance at six thousand 
pieces of gold, and assigned the castle of Lucullus, in 
Cftrapahla, for the place of his exile or retirement:}:. As 
s6on ris the Romans breathed from the toils of the Ihinic 
tvar, they were attracted by the beauties and the pleasures 
of Campania ; and the country-house of the elder Scipio at 
Liternum, exhibited a lasting model of their rustic simpli-- 
dty|. The delicious shores of the bay of Naples were 

.• I'he precise year in which the Western empire was extinguished, is 
not pasitivelv ascertained. The vulirai lera of A. D. 476, appears to 
have the sanction of authentic chronicles. Hut the two dates assigned 
by Jornamles (e, 46. p. 680.), would delay that great event to the year 
470: and though ^1. de Boat has overtoolved evidence, hepioducev 
(tom, viii. p. 26t»— 2SS.) many collateral circunisdlhccs in support of the 
same opinio ti. 

t See his medals in Ducanrje (Fain. Byzanlin. p. 81. }» Prisciis (Fx- 
c^rpt. Legat p. 56. Maftei Osservaisiohi Lettorane, tom. ii. p. Si 4.}. 
We may dllegt a thmous ami similar case. 'I'he meanest sobiects of the 
Roman empiic assumed the illustrious name of Patricius^ which, by the 
conversion of Ireland, has been communicated to a whole nation. 

$ Ifiglrcdfens an tern Ravennam deposuit ^ugnstnlnm de regno, ciijus 
idlimiapi fnisertus concessit ei sanguineui; et quia pwlfher erat, tamen 
dqnavit ei rediturii sex millia solidos, et misit eum intra Campaniatn lum 
liOrcntibus suis libere vivere. Anonym. Vales, p. 716. Jornan<les says 
(d. 46.p. in Lucullitno Cariipanift' castello exilii pcfcna damnuvit. 

; 5 eloquent Peclamatioii of Seneca (epist. Ixxxvi.). Tin? phi. 

losopher might nave fccoUected that at! luxury is relative; and that the 
elder 8cipio, whose manners were polished by .study and cOuvcTSaddn, 
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cfowded mllh viUgs; and %lla applatuled ite inaateriy dcill 
^ his who had seated himself oa the lofly prpmmr 
lary bf Mise^tiaij that comaiands^ on etvery side, itbc aea 
^4 land, as far as ihe boundaries ^of the horizon The 
villa of Marius was purchased,, withiti a few years, by Lu^ 
^eulius, and the price had increased from two thousand &ve 
hondi’ed, to more than fourscore thousand, pounds ster- 
ling f. It wits adorned by the hew proprietor with Grecian 
Arts, and i^siatic treasures ; and tlic houses and gardenis of 
LucuHue obtained a distingtnshed rank in the list of Imperial 
palaces When tlie V anduls became formidable to the sea- 
^ast, the Xiucullati villa, on the promontary of Miseoam, 
gradually assumed the strength and ||ppellation of a strong 
castle, the obscure retreat of die last emperor of the West. 
About twenty years after tliat great revolution,^ it was con- 
verted, into a church and monastery, to receive the bones of 
Si. Severinus. They securely reposed, amidst the broken 
trophies of Cimbric and Armenian victories, till the begin- 
ning of the tenth century; when the fortihcatioas, whidi 
might afford a dangerous shelter to the Saracens, were de- 
molished by the people of Naples.^. ^ 

Nvas himself accused of that vice by his ruder contemporaries QLivy, 
x\i.v. Ij).)* < 

• Sylla, in the langna^^e of a soldier, praised his peritia castramefandi 
(Pliu. Hist. Natur, xviii, 7.). Phaedrus, who oiakcs its shady walks 
(Ufa yirulia) the scene of an insipid fable (ii. 6.) has thus described the 
situation : ' 

Cxsar Tiberius quara petens Neapolim# 

In Misenensem rillam venisset suam ; 

Qua; monte sununo posita Luciilji manu 
^rospectat Siculum et prospicit Tuscum mare, 
t Prom seven inymds and a half to two hundred and fifty myriads pf 
drachma:. Yet even in the possession of Marius, it was a lujeurious re- 
tirement. The Romans derided his indolence: they soon bewailed his 
activity. See Plutarch, in Mario, tom. ii. p. 624. 

J LucuUps liad other villas of equal, though various, magnificence, at 
Baia;, Naples, Tusculum, Sfc, He noasted that he changed his climate 
with the stofks and cranes. PJutarch, in Lucull. tom. iii. p. 193. 

5 Severinus di^ in Nortcum, A. D. 482. Six years afterwards, his 
(hody, which 4 icatiered miracles as it passed, was transported by his disci- 
ples info Italy. The dfvotion of a Ncajmlitan lady invited the .saint to 
tlie Luculkn villa; in the place of An^stulus,* who was nrobaWy no 
more. See Baronius (Annal. Eccies. A. U. 49^. No. .50, 51.) aqtl Tille- 
mont (Mem. Eccles. tom,, xvi. p. 181.), from the original life by 
Eugipius. 'I'he narrative of the last migration of Severinus to Nicies, is 
likewise au authentic piece. ' . 

I C 



BisTORr 0v run auto fall 

Odoaeer was die first l^urbaFioii who reigned in Itmly^ over 
a^fWople who hod oaee asserted their Jast superiority ahove 
the vest of ntankiad. The disgrace of the Bomans sfSH ex- 
htlesourifespectfiilooaipassioii^ and wre fondly sympathise 
with Ihdimagittatj gtttC andindigoalion of their degenerate 
posierity* But the eakmities of Italy had gradually sub- 
dued the proud consciousness of frecd^ and glory. In the 
age ol> Roman virtue^ the. provinces were subject to the 
arinsv and the citizens to the laws^ of the republic; till 
those laws were subverted by civil discord^ and both the 
city and the provinces became the servile property of a 
tyrant* The forms of the consdtniion^ which alleviated or 
disguised their abjecti^flavery, were abolished by time and 
violence ; the Italians alternately lamented the presence or 
the absence of the sovereigus> whom they detested or de- 
spised; and the stmcession of five centuries indicted the 
various evils of military Itoence, capricious despotism, and 
ekborale oppression. During the same period, the Bar- 
barians bad emerged from obscurity and contempt, and the 
w^arriors of Germany and Scythia were introduced into the 
provinces, as the servants, the allies, und at length the mas- 
ters, of the Konians, whom they insulted or protected. 
The hatred of the people was suppressed by fear ; they re- 
spected the spirit and splendour of the martial chiefs who 
were invested the honours of the empire ; and the fate 
of Rome had long depended on the sword of those formid- 
able strangers. The stern Ricimer, who trampled on the 
ruins of Italy, had exercised the power, without assuming 
the title, of a king; and the patient Homans were insensibly 
prepared to acknowledge the royalty of Odoacer and his 
Barbaric successors. 

The King of Italy was not unworthy of the high station 
to which his valour and fortune had exalted him ; his savage 
manners were polished by the habits of conversation ; and 
he respected, though a conqueror and a Barbarian, tbe in- 
stitutions, and even the prejudices, of his subjects. After 
an interval of seven years, Odoacer restored the consulship 
of the West. For himself, he modestly, or proudly, de- 
clined an honour which was still accepted by the emperors 
of the East ; but the curule chair was successively filled by 
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eleven of the mostt illastrious senators^ ; and. ^e Ibt is 
adorned bjr the respectable name of BasiliuSf whose virtues 
claimed the friendship and grateful applause of Sidonins^ 
his client t- The laws of the empeiors were ;stficdy en- 
forced, and the civil administration Italy was still exer* 
eised by the Prmtorian prsefect, and his subordinate ofii# 
cers. Odoacer devoifed on the Roman magistrate the 
odious and oppressive task of collecting the* public rct^cfiue; 
but he reserved for himself the merit of seasonable ai»lj|io^ 
pukr indulgence^* Like the rest of the Barbarians, he 
had been instructed in the Arian heresy ; but he revered the 
monastic and episcopal characters ; and the silence of die 
Catholics attests the toleration which they enjoyed. The 
peace of the city required the interposition of his prasfect 
Pasilius in the choice of a Homan pontiflF: the decree 
which restrained the clergy from aliexiftiag theif lands, was 
ultimately designed for the benefit , of the pebple, whose 
devotion would have been taxed to repair the dilapidations 
of the churchy. Italy was protected by the arms of its 
conqueror; and its frontiers were respected by the Bar- 
barians of Gaul and Germany, who had so long insulted 
the feeble race of Theodosius. Odoacer passed the Ha^ 
driatic, to chastise the assassins of the emperor Nepos, and 
to acquire the maritime province of Dalmatia. He passed 
the Alps, to rescue the remains of Noricum from Fava, or 
Feletheus, king of the Rngians, who held his residence 
beyond the Danube. The king was vanquished in battle, 
and led away prisoner ; a numerous colony of captives and 

• The consular Fasti may be found in Pagi or Muratori. The consuls 
named by Odoacer, or perhaps by the Roman senate, appear to have been 
acknowled^d in the Eastern empire. 

t Sjdonlus ApoJlinaris (1. i. epist. p. p. 22. edit. Sirmond) has com- 
pared the two leading senators of his time (A.D. 468.), Gennadius Avi- 
enus and Ciecina Baailius. To the former he assigns the spedous, to the 
latter the solid, virtues of public and private life. A. BasUius junior, 
possibly his son, was consul in the year 480. 

J ppiphanius interceded for the |)eople of Pavia; and the king first 
granted an indulgence of five years, and afterwards relieved them from 
the oppression of l^elagius, the Praetorian prefect (Ennodius, in Vit. St. 
Epipnan.ln Sirmond. Oper. tom. i. p. l670. 1672,). 

I See Baroniys, Annal# Ecclcs. A. D. 463. No, lO — 15. Sixteen years 
afterwards, th^ irregular proceedings of Basilius were condemned by pope 
Symmachus in a Roman synod. 
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was iniw Italy; and Roma, a^tei a 

long period of defeat and disgtacej might daim the triomph 
of her BarhaHt^^ ® 

Kotwithslauidmg ll|e pfudetice and sueoess of Odoacer, 
his iiagdomexhihitdl the sad prospaet of misery and deso^ 
jfation. Since the age of Tiherms> die de^y of agrieulture 
had been frit in Italy ; and it was a just subject of complaint 
that,|he |iff of the l^oman people depended on the accident^ 
of itto wmd§ nod w^vesf. In the division and decline of 
the empire, the tributary harvests t»f Egypt and Africa were 
withdrawn ; the nunibers of tlio inhabitants continually dimi- 
nisbed with the means of subsistence ; and the country was 
ei'bausited by the irretrievably losses of war^ fc^mine J, and 
))estilence« St. Ambrose has deplored the roii^ of a populous 
district, which had been once adorned with the flourishing 
cities of Bologiia^ h%idena, Regiwm, and Acentia^. Pope 
Oelasius was a subject of Odoacer^ and be affirms^ with 
strong exaggeration^ that in iEinilia, Tuscany, and the adja* 
cent piwtiucys, the human species was almost extirpated j|. 
The plebei|ms of Rome, who were fed by the hand of their 
maktei*, perilled or disappeared, as soon as his liberality w^as 
-boppressed ; the decline of the aits reduced the industrious 
mechanic to idleness and waul; and tlie senators, who might 
support with patience the ruin of their country, bewailed 
their private loss of wealth and luxury. One-third of those 

* The van of Odoacer are cemciscly mentioned by Paul (be Deaeon 
(de Gest. Lan^obard, 1. i. c. 19. p. 757 - edit. Grot.), and in the two 
Chronicles of Oassiodorius and Cuspinian. Tlie life of St. Severinus, by 
Eugipius, which the Count de Buat (Hist, des Peupics, &c. tom. viii. c. 1‘. 
4. 8« 9-) has dilii^ntly studied, illustrates the ruin of Noricum and the 
JBitvarian antiquities, . , , v , 

t, Tacit. Annal. iii. 53. The Recherches sur rAdministration des Terres 
cliei^ leg Rmuaius (p. 35 1—361.) dearly state the progress of internal 
decay. ^ ^ ^ > 

J A families which a69icted Italy at flic time of the nruption of Odoacer, 
king of the Hei uli, is eloquent^ described in prose 4nd veTsc, by a French 
poet (Le Mois, torn. ii. p. 174. «o6. edit, m I am ignorant from 

whence tie derives his information; but i am well assured tliat he relalei 
some fadts incfompatible with the truth of hiftory. ' * ’ 

^ Sec tht^ xxxncth cjnstle of St Ambrose, as it is quoted by Muratori, 
soora le Antichita Italiane, totn. i. Dissert, xxi. p. 954 . ' 

(I Tuscia, cetcraeque urovincia? in qulbus homuiuro pnope nullus 

exsistit. Gclasius, Epist. ad Andromachum, an. Baronium, Annal. Bocles; 
A. D* 496. No. 35. 
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ample |states> to «rhich the rtiin of Italy is originally im* 
puled*, was extorted for the use of the conquerors. Inju- 
ries wcfe aggravated by insults ( the sense of actual sufferings 
was embittered by the fear of more dreadful evils; and as 
new lands were allotted to new swarms of Barbarians, each 
senator was apprehensive lest the arbitrary surveyors shouM 
approach his favourite vil}a> or his most profitable farm. 
The least unfortunate were those who submitted without a 
murmur to the power which it was impossible to resist. 
Since they desired to live, they owed some gratitude to the 
tyrant who had spared their lives ; and since he was the ab- 
solute master of their fortunes, the portion which he left must 
be accepted as his pure and voluntary giftf. The distress 
of Italy was mitigated by the prudence and humanity of 
Odoacer, who had bound himself, at the price of his eleva- 
tion, to satisfy the demands of a licentious aud turbulent 
multitude. The kings of the Barbarians were frequently re- 
sisted, deposed, or murdered, by their native subjects ; and 
the various bands of Italian mercenaries, who associated un- 
der the standard of an elective general, claimed a larger pri- 
vilege of freedom and rapine. A monarchy destitute of 
national union and hereditary right, hastened to its dissolu- 
tion. After a reign of fourteen years, Odoacer w'as oppressed 
by the superior genius of Theodoric, king of the Ostrogoths, 
a hero alike excellent in the arts of war and of government, 
who restored an age of peace and prosperity, and whose name 
still excites and deserves the attention of mankind. 

• Vcrumque confitentibus, latifufidia perdidere Italian. Plin. Hist. Nat 
xviii. 7. 

t Such are the topics of consolation, or lather of patience, which Cicero 
(ad I^timiliafes, Ub. ix. epist. 17 ) suggests to his friend Papirius Pietus, 
under the military despotism of Caisar. The argument, however, of 

yiyere pulcherrimum duxi,” is more forcibly addressed to a Kf^man 
phUdsopher, who possessed the fret tlttrnatirt of lift or dt^th. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

Ori^n, and EJfecis of the Monastic Life. — Gower- 

won of the BmbariansdiO Christianity and Arianism.^Per^ 
secution of the Vandals in Africa. — Extinction of ArmMsfn 
among the Barbarians., 

TPhE indissoluble connection of civil and ecclesiastical 
affairs, has compelled and encouraged me to relate the pro- 
gress, the persecutions^ the establishment, tVie divisions, the 
final triumph, and the gradual corruption of Christianity. I 
have purposely delayed the consideration of two religious 
events, interesting in the study of human nature, and impor- 
tant in the decline and fall of the Homan empire. I. The 
institution of the monastic life*; and, II. The conversion 
of the northern Barbarians. 

I. Prosperity and peace introduced the distinction of the 
2’w/^aruncl Ascetic Christians The loose and imperfect 
practice of religion satisfied the conscience of the multitude. 
Tlie prince or magistrate, the soldier or merchant, reconciled 
their fervent zeal, and implicit faith, with the exercise of 
their profession, the pursuit of their interest, and the indul- 
gence of their passions : but the Ascetics, who obeyed and 
abused the rigid precepts of the gospel, were inspired by the 
savage entliusiusm, which represents man as a criminal, and 
God as a tyrant. They seriously renounced the business, and 
the pleasures, of the age f abjured the use of wine, of flesh, 
mi 

• Tbe origin of the monastic institution lias been laboriously discussed 
by Thomasin (Discipline dc I’Eglise, tOm. i. p. 1419 — 1426.) and Belyot. 
(Hist, des Ordres Monastiques, turn. i. p. 1— u6.). These authors are very 
leaiiied and tolerably honest, and their difference of opinion shews the 
subject in its full extent. Yet the cautious Protestant, who distrusts any 
popish guides, may consult the seventh book of Bingham's Christian An- 
tiquities. 

t See Enseb. Demonstrat. Evangel. (1. i. p. SO, £l. edit. Grace. Rob. 
Stephani, Paris, lOid,)., in his Ecclesiastical History, publislied twelve 
years after the Demonstration, Eusebius fl. ii. c. 17 .) asserts tJie Christianity 
of the I'bcfapeutiX; but he appears ignorant, that a similW' institution was 
actually revived in Egypt 
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and of marriage; chastised their body, mortified their affec- 
tions, and embraced a life of misery, as the price of eternal 
happiness. In the reign of Constantine, the Ascetics fled 
from a profane and degenerate world, to perpetual solitudt^, 
or religions society. Lii(e the first Christians of Jerusalem’*^, 
they resigned the use, or the pi-operty,of their temporal po^ 
sessions; established regular cominunities of the same sex, 
and a similar disposition ; and assumed the names of Hermits, 
Monks, and Anachorcts, expressive of their lonely retreat in 
a natural or artificial desert. They soon acquired the respect 
of the world, which they despised ; and the loudest applause 
was bestowed on this Divine Philosophy f, which sur- 
passed, without the aid of science or reason, the laborious 
virtues of the Grecian schools. The monks might indeed 
contend with the Stoics, in the contempt of fortune, of pain, 
and of death : the Pythagorean silence and submission were 
revived in their servile discipline; and they disdained, as 
firmly as the Cynics themselves, all the forms and decencies 
of civil society. But the votaries ot‘ this Divine Philosophy 
aspired to imitate a purer and more perfect model. They 
trod in the footsteps of the prophets, who had retired tp the 
desert J; and they restored the devout and contcmplktive 
life, which had been instituted by the Essenians, in Palestine 
and Egypt. The philosophic eye of Pliny had surveyed with 
astonishment a solitary people, who dwelt among the palm- 

• Cassian (Collat, xviii. 5.) claims this origin for the institution of the 
Coenobites, which gradually decayed till it was restored by Anthony and 
his disciples. 

*1* U^iXi|««i»T»Toy Ti tanfd 0fu ^ roi^vta 

These are the expressive words ot Sozomen, who, copiously 
and agreeably describes (1. i. c. IS, 13, 14.) the origin and progress of this 
monkish philosophy (see Suicer. Tbesaur, Eccles. torn, ii* P. 144I.)<||^me 
modern writers, Lipsius (tom. iv. p. 448. Manuduct. ad PhilosophTStoic. 
iii. IS.), and La Motbe le Vayer (tom. ix. de la Vertfl des Payens, p. 

have compared the Carmelites to the Pythagoreans, and the Cynics 
to the Capuchins. 

X The Carmelites derive their pedigree, in regular succession, from the 
prophet Eliiah (see the Theses of Beziers, A. D. 1682. in Bayle's Nouvelies 
de la RepUbiiqne des Lettres, GLuvres, tom. i. p. 82, &c. and the prolix 
irony of the Ordres Monastiques, an anonymous work, tom. i. p. 1^433. 
Berlin, ^ 1751.}. Rome, and the inquisition of Spain, silenced the profkne 
criticisms of the Jesuits of Flanders. (Helyot, Hist, des Ordres Mo- 
uastiqu^ tom. i. p. 282*— 300,), and tbeatatue of Elijah, the Carmelite, 
has bieh^rected in the church of St. Peter ( Voyages du P. Labat, teiu. iii. 
p. 87.), 

VoL. V. 
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ttwsis near the Ue«d Sea; who subsisted without moneyi 
wl»} Ai^re{}i^fdgMed without womens; and who deriyied froio 
thdi disgust . and rej^lauc^^ mankind, a |>erpetual supply 
pfriirolmitai:j associates ^ . 

£gyft»iibe iiruitfu) parent of superstition, afforded the 
ftrii|eacample.af the monastic life. iAntony f , an illitexate | 
youth of the; lower . parta^of Thebais, distributed his patri-r 
iii(Qiiy§, deserted his family and native home, and cj^ecnied 
hiamnnastia penance with originai suid intrepid £aj3aticism. 
After a long and painful noviciate, among the tombs, and 
kna ruined lower, he boldly advanced into the desert three 
days Journey to the eastward of the Nile; discovered a 
lonely apot^ iwhich possessed the advantages of shade and 
water^ and d^ed his last residence on uiounl Colzim near 
^e Kcd Sea ; where an ancient monastery still preserves the 
name. and memory of thewiintHi. The curious devotion of 
the. Christiana pursued him to the desert ; and when he was 
obliged to/8ppear at Alexandria, in the face of mankind, he 
supported his fame with discretion and dignity. He enjoyed 
the friendship of Athanasius, whose doctrine he approved ; 
and the Egyptian peasant respectfully declined a respectful 

* PHn. Hist. Natur. v. i.5. Gens sola, et in toto orbe prjcter ceteras 
mira, sioc ullafjcmina, uinni venereabdicalsw pecunia, SQciapalmarun;i. 
Ita j)cr scruloruin inillia (incrcdibile dictu) gens icterna est in qua nemo 
nascitur. Tam foecunda illis aliorum vit^c prenitentia est. He places 
them just beyond the noxious influence of the lake, and names Engaddi 
and Masada as the nearest towns. The Laura and monastery of St. Sabas, 
could not be far distant from this place. See Reiand. Palcstin. tom. i. 
p. tom. ii. pi 7(iS. 874. 880. 890. 

t Athanas.'Op. tom. ii. p. 460—5,05. and the Vit. Patrum, p. 20— 
74. with Rosweyde’s .Annotations. I'he former is the Greek original; the 
iatter'a wry ancient Latin veision byTivagrius, the friend of St. Jerom. 

X pey vk nvfO’xcTo. Athanas. tom. ii. in Vit St. An* 

ton. p. 469.; apd the assertion of his total ignorance has beei) received by 
tnanyjpif tl>e ancients and moderns. But Tillemont (Mpm. Eccks.'tom; 
V#. p. 4kl»b.) shews, by some probable arguments, tliat Antony could read 
and write in the Coptic, Ids native toagne; and ttot he was otuya stranger 
to the ^eek i&tters* Tlw philosopher Synesius (p.51.} ackoowledges^, 
that the natural genius of Antony did not require the aid of learning. 

§ autem erant ei trecentae uberes, et vaide optimal (Vit. Patr. 

1. i. p. fl6.). If the Arura be a square measure of an hundred Egyp^n 
eubits (Eosweyde, Onomasticon ud Vit. Patrum* p. 1014, 1016.), and the 
Egyptian cubit of all ages be equal to twenty-two English incKts (Graves* 
voi. i. p. 9SS.), the arnra will consist of about three quarters of an Engli^ 
acre. , » 

II The description of the monaster^r is given by Jerofn, (top.i. p. |g4$, 
€49- in Vjt. Hilarioii), and (he P.mcard (Misnom idu i.*evtm4 Mb. ri 
p. 122— 900.) Their accounts cannot always he reconciled : 
painted from his ftney, and the Jesuit ffoni his expmejpce. 
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j^riaroh (for Antdny attairted the age of oite handj^ed a«d 
five ycar») beheld the numerous progeny which bn<l beeii 
farmed by his example and his lessons. The prolific Colo- 
nies of monks multiplied with rapid increase on the sands 
of Libya, upon the rOcks of Thehais, and in the cltiCs* of 
the Nile. To'the south of Alexandria, the mountain, aftd 
adjacent desert, of Nitria, were peopled by five thonsfAhirf 
anacborets ; and the traveller may still investigate the rOint 
of fifty monasteries, which were planted in that barren sofi 
by the disciples of Antony’*'. In the Upper Thebais, the 
vacant island of Tabenne f was occupied by Pachomius, and 
fourteen hundred of his brethren. That holy abbot success' 
sively founded nine monasteries of men, and one of womefi j 
and the festival of Easter sometimes collected fifty thousand* 
religious persons, who followed his angelic rule of drsci*^ 
pline The stately and populous city of OxyritiChu^, the 
seat of Christian orthodoxy, had devoted the temples, the 
public edifices, and even the ramparts, to pious and cha- 
ritable uses; and the bishop who might preach in twelve 
churches, computed ten thousand females, and twenty thou- 
sand ovales, of the monastic profession §. The Egyptians, 
who gloried in this marvellous revolution, were disposed to 
hope, ;ancl to believe, that the number of the monks wal 
equal to the remainder of the people |f ; and posterity miglit 

* Jcrom, toai i. p. 146. ad Eustochium. Hist. Lausiac. c. 7. in Vit. 
Putriim, pr 712. The P. Sicard (Missions du Levant, tom. ii. p, ^9 — 79.) 
visitedi and has described, this desert, which now contains four monas. 
teries, and twenty or thirty luonks. Sec D’Anvillc, Description dc 
I’Egyjtte, p.74. 

t 'I’abenne is a small island in the Nile, in the diocese of Tentyra or 
T5e.nde!*a, between the modern tm\Mi of Girgc and the ruins of ancient 
Thebes (D’Anvillc, p- 194.). M. de Tillemont doubts whether it was an 
i^lej bitt I may conclude, from bis own facts, that the primitive name 
was afterwards transferred to the great monastery of fiau or Pabau (Mepi, 
Eecles« tom. vfi. p. 678. 688,). 

J See in the Codex Regularum (published by Lucas TIolstcniiis, Rotnc, 
t66!) a prefiiice of St. Jerotn to his Latin version of the Rule of Pacho- 
mlns; i. |il 61. 

f Rufin, c, 5. in Vit, Patrum, p. 459, He calls it, civitas ampla valdd 
et ahd reckons twelve churches. Stribo (1. xvii. p. 1 166.) and 

AiWnmnnv (xXii. 16.) bavfe made honourable mention of Oxyrinchus, 
whose inhabitants adored a small fish in a magnificent temple. 

II Quanti popqli babentJir in urbibus, tanta pasne babentur in desertis 
mnltiiudlhe^ rnttoaschorum^ Rufin. c. 7. in Vit. Patrum, p. 461. lie 
oongrituitttes the fortunate change. 

Kd 
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fepeal the sajing^ which had formerly been applied to the 
aacred animals of the «ame country, That, in Egypt,^ttw«a 
less didicult to And a god, than a man. 

Athanasius introduced into Rome the knowledge and 
furactice of the monastic life ; and a school of this new phi-* 
iosQphy was opened by the disciples of Antony, who accom- 
panied their primate to the holy threshold lof the Vatican. 
The strange and savage appearance of these Egyptians ex^ 
cited, at first, horror and contempt, and, at length, ap- 
plause and zealous imitation. The senators, and more espe- 
cially the matrons, transformed their palaces and villas into 
religious houses ; and the narrow institution of six Vestals, 
was eclipsed by the frequent monasteries, whicii were seated 
on the ruins of ancient temples, and in the midst of the 
|loman Forum *. Inflamed by the example of Antony, a 
Syrian youth, whose name was Hiiarionf^ fixed his dreary 
abode on a sandy beach, between the sea and a morass^ 
about seven miles from Gaza. The austere penance, in 
which he persisted forty-eiglit years, diffused a similar en- 
thusiasm; and the holy man was followed by a train of two 
or three thousand anachorets, whenever be visited the innu- 
merable monasteries of Palestine. The fame of is 

immortal in the monastic history of the East. With a mind, 
"lhat had tasted the learning and eloquence of Athens ; with 
an ambition, scarcely to be satisfied by the archbishopric 6f 
Caesarea, Basil retired to a savage solitude in Pontus; and 
deigned, for a while, to give law's to the spiritual colonies 
which he profusely scattered along the coast of the Black 
Sea. In the West, Martin of Tours §, a soldier, an hermit; 

* 'Fbe introduction of the monastic life into Rome and Italy, is occa. 
sionally mentioned by Jerom (tom. i. p. 119, 120. 199.). 

t See the life of Hilarion, by St. Jerom (tbm. i. p. 241. 252,). The 
ttorics of Paul, Hilarion, and Malchus, by the same author, arc admira- 
bly told; and the only defect of these pleasing compositions is the want 
of truth and common sense. 

J His original retreat was in a small tillage on the banks of the Iris, not 
far from Nep-Casarea. The ten or twelve years of his monastic life wera 
dwturbed by long and frequent avocations. Some critics have disputed 
the authenticity of his Ascetic rules; but the external evidence is weightv, 
wnd they can oul v prove that it is the work of a real or affected enthusiast. 
See 'nifemont, Mem, Eccles. tom. ix. p. 6JC— 644. Helyot. Hist, dei 
OidresMonastiqueS) tom. i. p. 175— l$i. 

5 hi* Life, and the Three Dialogues by Sulpicius Sevet^s, who 
.^asserts (Dialog.!. 16.). that the booksellers of Rome were delighted with 
the quick and ready sale of his popular work. 
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abisliop, and a samt, established the monasteries of Gaal; 
tmo thousand of bis disciples followed him to the grave; 
and his eloquent historian challenges the deserts of Thebais, 
to produce^ in a more favourable climate, a champion of 
equal virtue. The progress of the monks was not less raptd^ 
or universal, than that of Christianity itself. Every pro** 
vincc, and, at last, every city, of the empire, was filled with 
their increasing multitudes; and the bleak and barren isles, 
from Leri ns to Li pari, that arise out of the Tuscan sea, were 
chosen by the anachorets, for the place of their voluntary 
exile. An easy and perpetual intercourse by sea and land 
connected the provinces of the Roman world ; and the life 
of Hilarion displays the facility with which an indigent 
hermit of Palestine might traverse Egypt, embark for Sicily, 
escape to Epirus, and finally settle in the island of Cyprus^. 
The Latin Christians embrace the religious institutions of 
Rome. Tlie pilgrims, who visited Jerusalem, eagerly co* 
pied, in the most distant climates of the earth, the faithful 
model of the monastic life. The disciples of Antony spread 
themselves beyond the tropic, over the Christian empire of 
jEthiopiaf. The monastery of Banchorif, in Flintshire, 
which contained above two thousand brethren, dispersed a 
numerous colony among the Barbarians of Ireland^; and 
Iona, one of the Hebrides, which was planted by the Irirfi 
monks, diffused over the northern regions a doubtful ray of 
science and superstition 1|. 

* When Hilarion sailed from Paraetonium to Cape Pach 3 rnus, he of- 
fered to pay his passage with a book of the Gospels, rosthumian, a Gallic 
monk, who had visited Egypt, found a merchaiitship bound from Alex* 
andria to Marseilles, and performed the voyage in tliirty days (Sulp. 
Sever. Dialog, i. 1.). Athanasius, who addressed bis Life of St. Antony 
to the foreign monks, was obliged to hasten the composition, that it might 
he ready for the sailing of the fleets (tom. ii. p. 451.). 

t See Jerom (tom. i. p. 126.), Assemaniii, Bibliot. Orient, tom. iv, 
p* 92 p. 8.57 — 919 . and Geddes, Church History of ^Ethiopia, p. 29, io, 
SL The Abyssinian monks adhere very strictly to the primitive ihsti- 
tutioii. 

i Carabdeifs Britannia, vol. i. p. 666, 667 . 

S All that learning can extract from the rubbish of the dark ages it co- 
piously stated by Archbishop Usher, in his Britannicarum EcdesitUvm 
Antiquitates, cap, xvi. p. 425 — .503. 

II This small though not barren spot, Iona, Hy, or ColumbkiU, only 
two miles in length, and one mile in breadth, has been distinguished, 1. 
By the monastery of St. Coluraba; founded A. D. 606 j whose M>bot 
erciAe4 au extraordinary jurisdiction over the bishops of CaledoUiai 9, 
Py a classic library, whicn afforded souie hopes of an entire Livy ; and. 
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mihapfiy ^ilcs frotn fiocial life mrere impetkd hf 
^ dark and impkeable genius df superslition. Tbeir 
mataai resolution was supported by the example ol miU 
Xom^ of either sexi of every age, and of every rank; and 
eacsh prosdyte, who eiatcred the gates of a monastery/ 
wai persooded, that he trod the steep and thorny path of 
eternal happiness*. But the operation of these religious 
motives was variously determined by the temper And litn^ 
ation of mankind. Reason might subdue, or passion tnighf 
suspend, their influence: but they acted most forcibly on 
the infirm minds of children and females; they were 
strengthened by secret remorse, or accidental misfortune ; 
ami they might derive some aid from the temporal conside- 
rations of vanity or interest. It was naturally supposed that 
tbe pious and humble monks, who had renounced the world, 
to accomplish the work of their salvation, were the best 
qualified fcwr the spiritual government of the Christianft^ 
The reluctant hermit was torn from his cel), and seated, 
amidst the acclamations of the people, on tbe episcopal 
throne : the monasteries of Egypt, of Gaul, and of the East, 
supplied a regular succession of saints and bishops ; and am- 
bition soon discovered the secret roarl which led to the pos- 
sesaioa of wealth and honours f . The popular moiiks, whose 
reputation was connected with the fame and success of tbe 
order, assiduously laboured to multiply the number of their 
fellow-captives. They insinuated themselves into noble and 
opulent families ; and the specious arts of flattery and seduc- 
tion Were employed to secure those proselytes, who might be- 
stow wealth or dignify on the monastic profession. Tbe indig- 

3. By the toml>s of sixty kings, Scots, Irish, and Norwegians; who re- 
posed in holy ground. 'See Usher (p. 311. 360—^70.), aiwl Buchanan 
<^4ler, Scot. 1. ii. p, 15. edit. RuddimanJ. 

, t Chrysostom (in the first tome of the Benedictine edition) has conse- 
crated three books to the praise and defence of tbe monastic life. He is 
encouraged, by the example of the ark, to presume, that none but the 
elect ftbe monks) can possibly be saved {1. i. p. 5*5, 50.). Elsewhere in- 
d^l he becomes more merciful (1. iii. p. 83, 84.)^ and allows chfferent 
decrees 0f g|ory<# like tlie sun, moon, and stars. , in this lively compstrieon 
of' a king and a monk (1. iii. p. lit) — Eil.), he supposes (^¥hat is hardly 
ftlrjKthat the king will be more sparingly rewaidcd, and more rigorously 
jjunished. ^ 

Tkwasin <DifH!ipline dTgliae, tom. u p. 142r>*—]409.), and Mabib ' 
1m (Oeuvw Fonthumes, toin. ii. p. 1 15 — *k 58.). I’he moiaks wer# gra- 
quMly a4qj|ted as a pan of the eoclesksticai hieMrehv. 
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H^xitiatlier bewaikd tlie loss^ peiiiaps, of ^aii.oiily the 

eiediii^ua maid was batrayed by mnity to violate liba jaws of 
nature; and tlie matron aspirod to imagmary perfectioiiii 
by lenoaticing the virtues of domestic life. iBaula yielddtl 
to tlie persuasive eloquence of* Jerom f ; and the protane title 
of mother-^in-law of God tempted that iiJustrioug widow^, 
to consecrate the virginity of her daughter \^$tochiun^ 
By the advice, and in the company, of lier spiritual guide, 
Paula abandoned Rome and her infant son; retired to tlie 
holy village of Eethlem ; founded an hospital and four mo^ 
nasteries; and acquired, by her alms and penance, an emi^ 
nent and conspicuous station in the Catholic cliiircii. Such 
rare and illustrious penitents were celebrated as the glory 
and example of dieir age; but the monasteries were filled 
by a crowd of obscure and abject plebeians who gained in 
the cloyster much more than they had sacrificed in the 
world. Peasants, slaves, and mechanics, might escape from 
poverty and contempt, to a safe and honourable profession ; 
whose apparent hardships were mitigated by custom, by 
popular applause, and by the secret relaxation of discipline jjl 
The subjects of Rome, whose persons and fortunes were 
made responsible for unequal. and exorbitant tributes, re* 
llreddrom the oppression of the Imperial govei’nment ; and 

• Dr. Middleton (vol. i. p. 110.) liberally censures the conduct and 
writings of Chrysostom, one of the most eloquent and successful advocates 
for the monastic life. 

t Jerom's devout ladies form a very considerable portion of Lis works: 
the particular treatise, which he styles the Epitaph of Paula (tom. i. p. IhO 
— ^192. )f is an elaborate and extravagant panegyric. The exordium is 
ridiculously turgid: ** If all the members of my body were changed into 

** tongues, and if all my limbs resounded with a human voice, yet should 
** I be incapable," &c. 

J Socras Dei esse enrpisti (Jerom, lorn. i. 140. ad Euslochium). Ru- 
finus ^in llieronym. Op. toin. iv. p. ’223.) who was justly scandalized, 
asks his adversary, From what Pagan poet he had stolen an expression sp 
impious and absurd^ 

§ Nunc autem veniunt/^/rrKTnyMe ad hanc professionem sefvitutls Dei, 
et ex conditione servili, vel etiam iiberati, vel propter hoc a Donjinls Jibe- 
rati sive liberandi; et ex vita rustlcana, et ex opificum exercitatiope# ef 
pleb^io labore. Augustin, de Oper. Monach. c. 2®. ap. Thpmassin. Dis4. 
cipiine de FEglise, tom. iii. p. 1094. The Egyptian, who blarhed Arbe- 
nins, Owned that he led a more conifortable life as a mpnkj'thab as ^ 
shepherd. See Tiileniant, Mem. Kccles. tom. xiv. p. 679. ' ' 

}[ A Dominican friar (V^oyages du P.Latmt, tom. U p. JIO.), who Jodged 
at Cadiz tn a convent of his brethren, sood understood, Jhat tbetf fejibse 
was never mterrupted by nocturnal devotion; ‘‘quOiqugb ne lalsse pai 
de sonner pour Fedification du pcuple.*' 
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pmilkmmom y0uth the penance of a mo&miPqf 

l^«laog!er« of a IHe, The affrighted 

of cf€fy rank, who fled before the Barbarians,E foamd 
•hehelr and sabswteoce; whose Jegioiwf were buried in riieatf 
religioitsaatictuariei ; 4nd the same cause^ which reheved the 
dbtless of individuais; impaired the strength and fortitude 
of the empire *. 

The motiaaiic profession of the ancients f was an act of 
ifiOiluntatj devotion. The inconstant fanatic was threatened 
with the eternal vengeance of the God whom he d^erted.: 
butitbc doors of the monasteiy wei'e still open for repentance. 
Those monks^ whose conscience was fortified by reason or 
passion^ were at liberty to resume the character of men and 
citizens; and even the spouses of Christ might accept the 
legal embraces of an earthly lover J. The eitaiuples of scan- 
dal, and the progress of superstition, suggested the propriety 
of more forcible restraints. After a sufficient trial, the fide- 
lity of the novice was secured by a solemn and perpetual 
vow; apd his irrevocable engagement was ratified by the 
laws of the church and state. A guilty fugitive was pursued, 
arrested, and restored to his perpetual prison; and the inter- 
position of the magistrate oppressed the freedom and merit, 
which had alleviated, in some degree, the abject slavery of 
the monastic discipline §. The actions oF a monk, his words, 
and even his thoughts, were detenuiued by an inflexible 
rule II, or a capricious superior: the slightest offences were 


• See a very sensible preface of Lucas Holstcuius to tbe Codex Regu- 
larum. The emperors attempted to support the ohligatiou of public and 
private duties ; but the feeble dykes wej e swept away by tlte torrent of su- 
perstition ; and Justinian surpassed the most sanguine vvishes of the monks 
(Thomassin, tom. i. p* l7S^i — 1799. and Bingham» 1 . vii. c. 3. p, 253.). 

t Tbe monastic institutions, particularly those of Kgypt, about the year 
400, are dweribed by four curious and devout travelfeis; liufinus (Vit. 
Btitrum, 1 . il, iii. p. 434—- 5S6.). Fosthuaiian (SuJp. Sever. Dialog, i.)., 
Palladia Jfhst. I.au8iac ill Vit. Patrum, p.709— S63.L and Cassian (^jee 
in tdm. yii.^Bmliotbcc. Max. Patnjm, bis four first books of Institutes, and 
tbe twenty-filur Collations or Conferences.}. 

J Tbte example of Malcbus (Jerom, tom, i. p. 256,), and tbe design of 
Cassian and bis friend (Collation xxiv. i.) are incontestable proobi of their 
freeddia^i^llk'b is elegantly described by Erasnius in bis Life of St.,J^roin. 
See Cbaimn, Hist, des Sacremens, tom. Q.p. 279 — 3o<>, 
j See tbe lavs of Justinian (Novel* cxxiii. No» 42.), and of Lewis the 
pious (ip tbe btslofians of France, tom. vi. p. 427.), and the actual jofis- 
prudence of France, in Denissart (Oocisioni, 3tc. tom. iv. p. 853^ &c.)* 

II The ancient Codex Regularum, collected by Benedict Aaianinus, the 
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IwlMlIon ; and disobedi)ance, miirmur^ : W #ela||^ 
si|P|^ in tile /Qata|ogii€ of t\\4 most heinout siiia% ^ A 

Hjil^ssion ito Uie commands of the abbot# however 
fh^Kd^ pr eyen criminal# the; might seem^ was the rtiliBg 
ppil^iple, the hrst virtue of the£gyptian monks ; and their 
patience was frequently exercised by the most e^travaganit 
triaj4* .They were directed to remove an enormous rock ; 
assidiipusly to water a barren staff, that was planted in tho 
g^Qltnd# till, at the end of three years, it should vegetate and 
blossom Uke a tree ; to walk into a her; furnace ; or to cast 
their infant into a deep pond: and several saints, or mad* 
men# have been immortalized in monastic story, by thek 
thoughtless, and fearless, obedience f. The freedom of the 
mind, the source of every generous and rational sentiment# 
was destroyed by the habits of credulity and submission ; 
and the monk, contracting the vices of a slave, devoutly folr 
lowed the faith and passions of his ecclesiastical tyrant. The 
peace of the Eastern church was invaded by a swarm of fa* 
natics# incapable of fear, or reason, or humanity ; and tlie 
Imperial troops acknowledged, without shame, that they 
^ere much less apprehensive of an encounter with the 
fiercest Barbarians , 


refoi nierof the monks in the beginning of the ninth century, and pub* 
Hshed in the seventeenth, by Lucas Holstenius, contains thirty different 
rules for men and women. Of these, seven were composed in E^ypt, oii« 
in the East, one in Cappadocia, one in Italy, one in Africa, four in Spain, 
eight in Gaul, or France, and one in England. 

• The rule of Colurabanus, so prevalent in the West, inflicts one hun- 
dred lashes for very slight offences (Cod. Reg. partli. p. 174.). Before 
the time of Charlemagne, the abbots indulged themselves in mulUatiftg 
Iheir monks, or putting out their eyes; a punishment much less cru6l than 
the tremendous vade in pace (the subterraneous dungeon, or sepulchre), 
which was afterwards invented. See an admirable discourse of the learned 
Mabillon (OEuvres Pofthumes, tom. ii. p. 321 — ^336.) ; who, on this occa- 
sion, seems to be inspired by the genius of humanity. For such an effort, 
I can forgive hh defence of the bSy tear of Vendome (p. 3§l— 399 )^* 
t Ship. Sever, Dialog, i. H, 13. p. 632, &c. Cassian. Instjtut. i. Iv. c. 
26, 27. “ JPrascipua ibi virtua et prin^a cst obcdicntia.” Amqng the verba 
senioruoi (in Vijt. Patrum, 1. v. p. 617.), the fourteenth liM of dkeplipe 
is bn the subieei of obedience; and the Jesuit Rosweyde, whp publi^cd 
that Mge Voietbe for the die of convents, has collected all foe &ca^ered 
pass^ge^ ip hl$ copious indexes. , 

; I i|K Jbftfo (Eefoarjci on Ecclesiastical Histor;ij;, vot iV. p. 16 l> has 
pliaerved the keihdaious valour of the Cappadocian tnonksi which waa 
extimpliiied in (he hanishtnent of Chrysostom. « 

VoL.V. L 
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ti 9 ilte i|»rm«iat» of tbo naonks^t but th^ir 
Ibidtyiotwltiiioa f»i^oie««lB from tb^iruu^^ 
a sbn'^e and f rtiniti^e model, which the revsplutiom 
fa^ve aiade ? i^culoue^ io the eyes of itiaokind. T^ie 
the Beoedictinee expressly disclaims all fciea of difbi#^ ^ 
merit; and soberly exhorts his disdlples to adopt the tObrpe 
and coavenieut dress of the countries which they may itiba-*> 
Wlf. The monastic habits of the ancients varied with life di^ 
iEmte, and their mode of life ; and they assumed, with the 
mdiiitrence, the sheepskin of the Egyptian ^teSsawtsv or the 
eloak of the Greeiaiii^philosophefs. They allowed thetoeli^es 
the Use of Unen in Egypt, where it was a cheap and domfeStie 
masii&cuire; but in the West, they rejected strch an expeh^ 
sive article of foreign luxury if. It was the practice of the 
monks either to cat or shave their hair ; they wrapped their 
heads in a cowl, to escape the sigh t of profine objects ; their 
and feet were naked, except in the extreme cold of win- 
ter ; and their slow and feeble steps were supported by a long 
staff. The aspect of a genuine iinachoret was horrid and dis- 
gusting; every sensation that is offensive to mao, was thought 
acceptable to God ; and the angelic rule of Tabenne Con- 
demned the salutary custom of bathing the limbs in Water, 
and of anointing them with oil^. The austere monks slept 
oia the ground, on a hard mat, or a rough blanket; and tfio 
mine bundle of palm4eaves served them as a seat in the day^ 
And a pillow in the night. l%eir original cells were low nar- 
row huts, built of the slights! materials; which formed, by 
the i^gular distribution of the streets, a large and populous 
Tillage, inclosing within the common wall, a church, an hos^ 
^tOl^ perhaps a library, some necessary offices, a garden, and 



simply, tlwVgh eppibudy, deiwilW tlw rn<n#fie habit 
t. b 1 .), to wmch Son>0ien {L uL atttikutt$ such 


and virtue. 

t No. «S. in ^d. Refill. |«rt,jl. p. ftl. f . ’ 

l^lt R Sj4 ) bBhbt> ofSevitte(N& JS. jh f aa,|fc|i|(l. 

I Sdraie partj,l,wdulfences were grtialed fcr (fa faWs (fat ., » To- 
lum au!^ iorpa* nefmo ungoet niti nusi infirtiiitaiH, tieo 
” aqua and, corpore, nisi lai^mwRertpknus siC IBegul. Pdehom. xdi. 
parti, p, 78*, • ** 





m 

£|tiii|apii| Tliirty or ii^jr |te^ 

t|imr^0liif(^ 9ep«if4i^ disci (i{iBe and 

fbe ffci^ ccmisled o^vihir^ Of ft»j^ 



0kid gnite in!0 synonyinous termti in tbo languign 
monbs; and iHey fend discovercdi by oxperiaEicO/lMt 
Pfid ^nsts and abaiteiiiioi^a diet> ari* •* the inost effexsioal pi^ 
sei^aibi^eA tbc impure desires of the flesh^. Hie rhles 

af abstinence^ which they imposed, or practised, were uni 
or perpetual : the cheerful festival of the Pentecnil 
was balanced by the extraordinary mortification of Lent ; die 
ferfour of new monasteries was insensibly relaxed ; and the 
voracious appetite of the Qauls could not imitate ,the pattent> 
and temperate virtue of the Egyptians fw The disciples^ 
Antony and Pachomius were satisfied with their daily pit*- 
tancelj:, of twelve ounces of bread, or rather biscuit^, which 
they divided into two frugal repasts, of the afternoon, and of 
the evening. It was esteemed a merit, and almost a duty, 
,to abstaki from the boiled vegetables, which were provided 
for the refectory; but the extraordinary bounty of the abbot 
sometimes indulged them with the luxury of cheese, fruit, 


* St. Jerora, in strong, bnt indiscreet, language, ejroresscs the ttK^i 
important use of fasting and abstinence; “Non quod Deus uqiversitatjs 
Creator et Dominus, intestinorum nostrorum rogitu, et inanitate ven- 

•* tris, pulmonisqufe ardore delectetur, sed quod aliter pudicitia tuta esse 
“ non possit.” {On. tom. i. p^ jl37t ad Eustochium.). See die twelfth 
and twenty-second Collations of Cassian, de Qastitatey and de Iliusionidus 
Noctutms. 

t Edacitas in Graecis gula est, in Gallis natura (Dialog, u c. 4. p, 5SU). 
Cassbn fairly owns, that the perfect model of abstinence cannot i|e imi- 
tated in Oaul, on lu^count of the aeiein temperies* and the quiiUt^ 
/raailiMth fl^tut. iv. ii). Among the Western rules, that 
Columoanus is the most austere; he bad been educated amidst thepoverty 
of Irefand; as rigid, perhaps, and inflexible, as the abstemious virtue <tf 
Egypt, The rule of Isidore of Seville is the mildest ; on holidays he al- 
lows the use of nesh. , 

% « whh drink only water, and have no ntitfitious liquor, 

4tt least, tdiutve a pound aad a half ^txtfentj/’four ttunca^) of bread Uvery 
“day.” State of Prisons, p. 4C. by Mfr. Howard. 

‘ 5 Cassian, CSoIlat' I. eo, 21. The small loavdi, 
pf ijix ounces Md hbtaid^fl the nanie oiFaxithatia (ftbswey^ei.^d- 
p. Paeli6rBH»8, hd^vcr, allowed his moiiki soipel^- 

tuifc III % Upmitity of their food s but he made them work in prbportioii 

' ^ ‘ ' 'Eg 
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81111 #/^^ tWe ifiiall dried fish di»e Kile*;>'Aisi6ie aihj^^ 
iaci auid rivir fish was^gradsidlt *istldwed of 
siiiaid t bue^ tht ose was Img ceinflned to the 

tratelim ; aisd when it gr&dosdly prevailed iti die less ilgli' 
tmnasterief of Europe^ Asingirlor disdiictim was inl^ 
mM hifit, whether wilil^or dotnesdc, ibad been less ptoftot 
tliaii the gros^ animals^of the ^d* Water was th^ 
and iotioceht beverage of the pritnitive riiotlfcs; and 
founder of the Benedictines r^etsthe daily poittoti of half 
arptnt nf wiqe, which had been extorted from him by tlio4ifu 
temperance of the agef. Such an allowance might be easily 
supplied by the vineyards of Italy; and his victorious dis« 
ciples^ who passed the Alps, the Rhine, and the Baltic/ 
qttifedi in the place of wine, an adequate compensation of 
strong beer or cyder. . * 

I^e candidate who aspired to the virtue of evangelical po-^ 
veity, abjured, at his first entrance into a regular community, 
the idea, and even the name, of all separate, or exclusive, 
possession:!:. The brethren were supported by their manual 
labour; and the duty of labour was strenuously recommended 
as a penance, as an exercise, and as the most laudable means 
of securing their daily subsistence^. The garden, and fields, 
which the industry of the monks had often rescued from the 
forest of the morass, were diligently cultivated by their hands. 
They performed, without reluctance, the menial offices of 
slaves aiid domestics ; and the several trades that were neces- 

• See the l)4iiquct to whidi Cdfsian (Collation viii. I.) was invited by 
Serenus, an Egyptian abbot. 

t See the Rule of St. Benedict, No, S9> 40. in (Cod, Reg. part ii, p. 41, 
4V.), Licet legamus vinum omnino monachorum esse, fed q^ia npsr 
tris temporibus id monachis nersuaderi non potest; hi allows them a Ro. 
man hmina, a measure wfiictl may be ascertained from AfbiUhaot's 
Tables. 

I Such expressions as book, cloak, wy shoes (^astian. Institiit. 

13.), were not less severely pnnhibitad among tfie Western monks 
iCdd. Re^bl. part ii. p. 174. 935. ^$.) ; and the Rule of Cointnbaims pu- 
nished theih W'itli six lashes. The ironical author of the Ortii^s Mtmm* 
w|ip laughs at the foolish nicety modern convent^ seems igimraift 

that the ancients were equally al)8ard» . ^ 

% Two Wreat masters of ecclesiastical science, the P. Thomassin (pisci- 
tfine dc 1 tfelise, tom. iii. p. 1090—1 1390* A® P* (Etudes 

^op^stimie^ tom. i. p. n6— I33.}f have seriously cxaiidneim 
labour of the monks^ which the farnqef considers axa ikad file 


. • mw' 

mif to pfsc^i^ thiir utensils^ mi ihmrhif^g, 

nem €xmimi wkkin tbe pmein^ ol gpm mooaMriai; 
*£ti& nolina&lie li&¥€ tended^ foi^the most fm%m diirkim > 

miiar Ibaii to dispf )» tbe cioi^ of «upersUtioB« Yet the eitrio^ 
Of ml of tome kotiied tofilmet batcolidtated the ecdo^ 
tiotlieal ami eveiK the profime^ tcieoeet? ood poitei^ity 
gfoiofiiiiy aekoowledge/ diat the moimiDenis of Gieek mi 
Romoo ikeratofe have been preserved and multi pEed by 
their indefatigable pei3i6^. But the more bumble industry 
of the monks# especially in Egypt# was contested with the 
silent# sedentary# occupation of making wooden sandals# or 
of twisting the leaves of the paim*tree into mats and baskets. 
The snperfiuotis stock# which was not consumed in domestic 
nse# supplied# by trade# the w^ants of tl>e community : the 
boats of Tabenne# and the other monasteries of Thebais, de- 
scended the Nile as far as Alexandria; and# in a Christian 
market# tlie sanctity of the workmen might enhance the m* 
trinsic value of the work. 

But the necessity of manual labour was insensibly super* 
seded. The novice was tempted to bestow his fortune on 
the saints# in whose society he was resolved to spend the re- 
mainder of his life; and the pernicious indulgence of the 
laws permitted him to receive# for their use# any fiiture a<s^ 
cmions of legacy or inheritance -f*. Melania contributedi 
her plate# three hundred pounds weight of silver; and Paula 
contracted an immense debt# for the relief of their favourite 
monks; who kindly imparted the merits of their prayers and 
penance to a rich and liberal sinner Time continually 


* Mabillon (Etuni^ Monastiques, tom. u p. 47 — 55.) hla collected many 
curious facts to justly the literary labouraof his predecessors, both in the 
East and West Books were co^d in the ancient monasteries of l^pt 
(Camm InstitUi I. iv. c. 12.)* by the disciples of St , Martin (Sulp. 

in VJt Mfartin. c- 7. p. 473.). Cassiodorius has allowed an ampfe 
scope £^r the studies of the monks ; and>e shall not be scandalized# if ihe|r 
sometiipes wandered from Chrysoltom and Aui^stin, to Homer ipS 

t Thomawin (Oisciplin^ FEgllse* tom. iii. p. T 18. 143# t44 ti}^ 
179,) |ias exam^d the revolution of the civil, caiion, and common# law. 
\ France eoiifirms the death which monks have inflicted on them* 
^y deprives them ofall right of inherifanOe. 

I (totna* p* llie iiioi^lPamboin^a sujl^ 

letania* who wlsiied to specif^ the value of her gift : ** w yon 
f* oiler it lo me# or to God i Jf to God# ua who suspends the mouhtsdus 




mmjm$mi0$^ mbmb sf^md mmir ttie ■Eijmmt 
p!»uMrjr^0i$msfm^ Hke Smce&tmf^y ^iAkmr ^stiMef 
mw^ 4toe ialWel ;Zo»i maUciauriy ^baer^d, ibafe 4wr 

giealfftrlaf ^aQlcifiiii;t0 4i^:«^^ h0ggBt!y % fji» hmg^m 
iMiotHi«»ed their oogitial &rw^>^9, .timy 
selvt^p however, the faithful aM beuem1eiit>ift|afard#f|^it^^ 
charity which was entruat^ to their care. But their diaei^ 
fdijae was corrupted by prosperity : they gradually assuiued 
the pride of wealthy and at last iiidi;d 3 ed the luxury of ey^ 
pence. Their public luxury might be excused by the ma§uifi« 
ceuceof religious worship^ and the decent motive of erecting 
durable habitations for an immortal society. But |^very age 
of tiie church has accused the licentiousness .of the degene* 
rate monks: who no longer remembered the object of their 
institution, embraced the vain and sensual pleasures of 4ie 
world, which they had renounced f, and scandalously abused 
the riches which had been acquired by the austere virtues of 
their founders J. Their natural descent, from such painful 
and dangerous virtue, to the common vices of humanity, 
will nor, perhaps, excite much grief or indignation in the 
mind of a philosopher. 

s. The Jives of the primitive monks were consumed in pe^- 
natioe solitude; undisturbed by the various occupations 
which fill the time, and exercise the faculties, of reason^ 
able; active, and social -beings. Whenever they were per- 

•* in a bdaiTce, need not be infoiJ^ed of the weight of your platc.’^ (P^l- 
lad. )Hst. Lausiac. c. 10. in the Vit. Patrum, J. viii. p. 715.). 

• To toro^sv Ti)j yn; uKuucravro^ waM'Tjsj 

ftraiiTAf (w^ nvrw) mre^xy^ xalarnaraA^ 1. v. p. 325. 
Yet the wealth of the Eastern woUlcs was far surpiii'ssed by the princely 
gie^tne^s of the Benedictines. 

t Tlte sfxfh general council (the Quinisext in Trull^^ Canon xjvii. in 
jj^^idge, tofii. i. p. St 3.) restrains ^men from passing the pigm ht a 
Khale^ ^ female, monastery. The «^vepth geperai counctil ^the 

second Kicene, Canon Xx. in Beveridge, tom. i. p. 325.) prohibits the 
erectioi»;af double or promiscuous motiasteries of both sexes; hufiH 
pean frorn ^'Bsihamon, that the prohibition not, yffcctual. 6n the 
irr^^lar pleasures and exjjences bf the clet^ and see Tboya^in, 

tom. hi. p. I334--1S68." * ' ' ' 

J 1 have eomewhere tu^rd or read the fratilr 
abbot: ** fify vow of p^e/ty has given me ati hundred thoui^nd crowns 
a year i my vow of obeaien<:e has raised* the to the rank of 
** 'pffnce.**—il forget thelionsequenOes' of his vow^ of chastity. * ^ 
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ia#l*i^ to step of tl>o tri^W^asi^xy, 

compaftl^xfs 0^10 the 

other's* actions; and, rfter their, return, thi^* <irere'i^dK- 
Aikiiied to forget, orf ai ICa^st, to sdpfiress, 'wliatev^r thfejf 
h^alt soett or heard in the tvortd.' 'Strangers; who professed 
llie ^Qitthc^ faith, were hos^itabfy entertained in ^ separate 
E|taflfi!Mt ; hut their dangerous conversation wis restricted 
lib some chosetf elders of approved discretion dM fidelity. 
ElaOeptin their presence, the motTa%tic slave might not 
fUve the visits of his friends or kindred ; and itVak dee&t^i 
highly mmi'tOrious, if he afflicted a tender sister, or an aged 
pHreitt, by the obstihatel refusal of a word or look ^. The 
iiionks themselves passed their lives, without personal attach- 
ments, among a crowd, which had been formed by accident^ 
and Was detained, in the same prison, by force or prejudice. 
Rd^ltise fanatics have few ideas or sentiments to coUnhuTii- 
cate ; a special licence of the abbot regulated the time 'and 
dnratren of their familiar visits; and, at their silent meulk, 
they were enveloped in their cowls, inaccessible and almost 
itiVisiWe, to each other f. Study is the resource of solitude: 
but education had not piepared and qualified for any liberal 
studies the mechanics and peasants, who filled the monastic 
communities. They might work : but the vanity of spiritall 
perfection was tempted to disdain the exercise of nianuM 
labour; and the industry must be faint and languid, which 
is not exTited by the sense of personal interest. 

According to their faith and zeal, they might employ ibte 
4ay, which they passed in their cells, either in vocal or 
mental prayer ;^they assembled in the evening, and they 
were awakened.iin the night, for the public worship of the 
monastery. TheA,p?recise moment was determined by the 
stars, which a|ie seldom clouded in the, serene sky of Egypt; 
and a rustic horn or trumpet, the signal of devotion, twi<^ 
interrupted the vast silence of the desert J. Even sleep, the 

Mr, aniEgyptian monk, allowed his sister to see hina; but he 
his eyess. during tfie whole visit. See Vit, Patrum, 1 . iii, p. 504. 
sbeh eiainples might be added. « ^ , 

t .The SOth, Slst, 54th, 57tl|, fiaih, 00th, and J^th 

articles of the Huie of Pachomius, impose most h^lei^bic of 
a,pfi mortificatioa. <*, : v, . 

1 pA diurnal aud nocturnal prayers of the monks are copioudy?4|r- 
cussed by Caspian in the third and fourth books of his Instifutionsj a^ 



HISTORY 0f TH* FjkLL 

^ f«luge#f the uoha{ip}»^ VIMI rigompdj^ iRe^ 

the along, wttJioot hm 

siiiesi or fleaaiire ; and before the dose of each day, he Md 
re|Msatei0y iM^cused ' ^ progiess of tlje Suo^* 411 

tbb xotnfortiess state, aapersution still pursaed and |off 
noM^ated l|er wretched votiMriest* The repose whicfai lhof 
had songhl^pi the cloister was disturbed by tardy repeniapoc^ 
profan# diwbts, and guilty desires ; and, while |hey consj^ 
dered each natural impulse as an unpardonable sip, they 
petpetually trembled on the edge of a flaming and bott()in! 9 i 
less abyss. From the painful sti^uggles of disease and df^^ 
spair, these unlmppy victims were sometimes relieved bf 
madness or deatli; and, in the sixth century, an hospital 
was founded at Jerusalem for a small portion of the austere 
penitents, who were deprived of their senses Their visions, 
before they attained this extreme aud acknowledged terni* of 
frenzy, have afforded ample materials of supernatural bis<* 
lory. It was their firm persuasion, that the air which tltey 
breathed, was peopled with invisible enemies; with innn- 
merable daemons, w'ho watched every occasion, and assumed 
every form, to terrify, and above all to tempt, their un- 
guarded virtue. The imagination, and even the senses, 
deceived by the illusions of distempered fanaticilfti; 
l^nd the hermit, whose midnight prayer w'as oppressed by 
involuntary slumber, anight easily confound the phantoms of 
horror or delight, which had occupied his sleeping, and his 
waking dreams 

be constantly prefers the liturgy, which an angel had dictated to the mo- 
nasteries of Tabenne. 

♦ Casfiian, from his own experience, descril>cs oi Hstlessness 

of mind and body to which a monk was exjK^Jcd, when he sighed to find 
blmsdf alone* Saepiusque egreditur etinjp^editur ofllam, et Solem vdut 
ad occaautn tardiusproperantem crebrius intuetur (Tdstitnt. x. 1.) 
t The temptations and sufi’eriiigs of Stigirius were comnuinicated by 

* kt unfintutmte youth to his friend St. Chrysostom. See Midefieton’s 
orks, yoi. i* v. !07'~>I10. Something similar introduces the life of 
every saint; and the famous Inigo, or Ignatius, the founder of the Je- 
suits (Vkle dlntgode Guipscoa, lom. i. p. may serve as a mc- 

emnabbl example. 

J Fliiury. Hist. Ecclesiastiqite, tom. vii. p. 40. I hare raid sojpewherc 
in the Vita! Vatriyn, but 1 cannot rc*cover the place, that believe 

man of the monks, who did not reveal their rem(Hatioiis to tqe abbot, 
becain^ gj^ly of sukrhtei 

S SteJM seventh and eighth Collatiolls of Cassian, who gravely 
mines, why the dtemons were grown less active and numerous sihet? the 



Dt Tilt AQUiH rMftEiSk if 

^ f!6e ttubtiks Wfrc di4f8ed kto two daises : tlic Camiiteii 
iMhrb lived %tider m oomtnoo, end tegular, disciliiiie; aild>tlie 
wlio indulged their unsocial, iodej^dent, 4tta« 
Ifeisk** The mostdevout, or the most^nibiiioiis', of the 
bkthren, reilouneed^ the eon vent, as they hadfeffe-* 
etddpded the world: The fervent monasteries of Egyi^t, Pa« 
lestine, and Syria, dvere snnrdtinded by a Laum^, a distant 
eireieof solitary cells; and the extravagant penance Of the 
Hermits was stimulated by applause and emulation %, They 
kmk under the painful "weight of crosses and bhaiiis; flUfd 
tbfeir emaciated limbs were confined by collars, bracelets^ 
IkitntledT, and greaves, of massy, and rigid iron. AH su- 
perfluous kicunibrance of dress they contemptuously Oast 
away ; Wnd some savage saints of both sexes have been ad'* 
mired, whose naked bodies were only covered by tlieir long 
bait. They a^ired to reduce themselves to the rude and 
miserable state in which the human brute is scarcely distini 
guished above his kindred animals : and a numerous sect of 
AnacbOtets derived their name from their humble practice 
of glazing in the fields of Mesopotamia with the common 
herd|. They often usurped the den of some wild beast 
whom they affected to resemble; they buried themselves in 
some gloomy cavern which art or nature had scooped out ^ 
the rock ; and the marble quarries of Thebais are still 


time of St. Antony. Rosweyde’s copious index to the Vitae PatriMn will 
point out a variety of infernal scenes, 'fhe devils were most formidable 
111 a female shape, 

• For the distinction of the Cmnobifes and the Hermits, especially in 
Egypt, see Jerom (tom i. p. 45. ad Rusticum) the first Dialogue of Sulpi- 
cins Severus, Rufinus (c. 22. in Vit. Patrum, 1. ii. p.478.)> Iwladiu* («• 7. 
tSp. in Vit. Patrum, 1. viii. p. 712. 75H.), and above all, the eighteenth and 
jnineteentU Collations of Cassian. These writers, who compare the c<^m* 
jmon, and solitary life, reveal the abuse and danger of the latter*^ 
t Suicer. Thesaur. Ecclesiast. tom. ii. p. 205. 218. Thomassin (Dil* 
cipiihe de TEglise, tom. i. p. 1501, 1502.) gives a good account of thi^ 
cells. When Gerafiinus founded his monastery, in the wiklernesa llf 
Jordan, it was accompanied by a Laura of seventy cells. 

> J Tbcodoret, in a large void me (the Philotheus l« Vit Patrum, 1. iiu 
p. has collected the lives and miracles of thirty Anachoftfi. 

Evdgrbis (L i. c. 12.) more briefly celebrates the monks and hefmitl'iif 
Palestine. 

§ Soeomen, L vi. c. 35. The great St. Ephrem composed a pane^'rte 
on these or grazing monks (TUiemont, Mhlli. Sec^iei. toil* vtfl, 

p. 292. 

VoL. V* 
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ouispt'alsi#if j sui^sjor^oiis the m?* ai>u?e *liat. ^atp^ 
w^pift^fei^ nayixIUp^ 

1l5jii|cl,fcii*i^t,#y^^ pm^ft 

$p,theJnclpf9mcy of st^atpiUf 
4mm lwr<w Qf tlje moimticr life the, ijjauje pjid gc^ 
i|^«pf ^ have beea Mii^onalwd hj 

fii^r i«i|if^oMcwa ftf aa aerial pei^ance. At the age of tbinp^ 
^ ympg Syria^ deserted the prof^siou of a sjhepber^y aJi4 
tkew Wibself, ipio aa awstere ;ipop^stery, Afm:a4p4S.4fi4 

pijil?%l,,;aovici in wkjeh Bipmn 
fro^i. pjovs suicide, he ei^tahl^she^ bi^ reidyence,Ojp, ^ mqmr 
tain i^bout tlurty^ or forty to the Easit of Antwjch. 

"^Vbbip spacjp of a nifindara, or pirt;le of stones, to wb|cj^ 
attaoboj^ jhinstelf by a poq^e^oua chain, ascendeef 

%vcoIumn„. which ij^^s successively raised from the height , of 
qjne,, to that of sixty, /eet, from the ground J. In jhis lesIS^ 
l^nd lofty, station, tlic Syrian Anacboret resisted the heat of 
tbh’ly sumniers, and tlie cold of as many winte)rs. Habit 
and exercise instructed him to maintain his dangerous si tua- 
Ifou witliout fear or giddiness, ainl successively to aatume th^ 
(^IFcrent postures of devotion. He sometimes prayed ip m 
erect altitude, with his out-stretched arms, in the figure of a 
hut his most lauiiliar practice was that of bending bis 
meagre skeleton from the foreliead to the feel; and a curious 
sju'ctator, after mimbering tvycl vc himdred and forty-four i*epe- 
lition!^ af length desisted from ihc endless account. The pro- 
gress of an ulcer in his thigh § might .shorten, but it codld not 

# 11hi‘ P: Sicard da i.evant, tom. u, p. ^17— 233.) irv^ined 

tbe cavel®fs of the Lnwer l iirbuis with wooder aiid dtevotion. lha in- 
,jil('riptk»m are in the old Syriac character, which was used by the Chris- 

t iiUf il|bys8lnltt. ^ 

(in Vit. Patnim, 1. j*. p. 84ft— 854.), Antony (in Vif. 
Patrum, 1. h p. 170— 177 )i Cosrnas (in A?;seman. Bibliot. Orientisib 
.i«au. h Evagrius (1. i. c. 13, u >, and Tillemont (Mem. 

teclle«^.'■|^^llU.^Xv,p.347-^-39^^). ' ' 

•^k,' t dream fercnce of t^vo enbits. or three ^er, WbhSli Iva- 

^tius assigns for the sum Hi it oi the <'olamn, is inc^vusistent with reason, 
j^with facts, fid with the rules of ardnteetarc. liie people wlio saw it 
^Ir^m wi^TO^.Jbfe easi ly ^deceivt'd. 

AJE diusi w)lyoWecal d piece of duclcnt scandal conrernin" the ortStbi 
of this Ulcer, it has been reported, that the Drvli, assumin^ au angelic 
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; etpin^/ 

^rdm HU cdlumi^ A pfi^^Hfe who shouM 
4^!^pitk^ ^IMidt ifccfi lofititei,* iro^Id ^ dMWieS 4 tyt&m ; 
Stirit wtitifW sui*pas8 tbej^wer tsf n tyl-aot, w impede lou^ 
aiMV^Ihtiiiiieriibk <^xi«tence on tli« l^BitiOtant Vtetl|fta* 

HfHeHf. This Voltintary naartyrdom ranit havfe gradually de- 
stroyed the sensibility bodl of the mind and body; *rror can 
it be presumed that the fanatics, who toriiietit Ithem^lves, 
tire susceptible of any lively affection for the ^st of tltah<^ 
Kind. A cruel unfeeling temper has distinguisJhed the tObtltl 
bf eycry age and country : their stern indifference, which U 
seldorti mollified by personal friendship, is inflamed by rOlt^ 
gious hatred; and their merciless zeal has sttenuously'^ad^ 
ministered the holy office of the Inquisition. 

The monastic saints, who excite only the contempt and 
pity of a philosopher, were respected, and almost adoted, 
by the prince and people. Successive crowds of pilgriiflii* 
from Gaul and India sainted the divine pillar of Simeon i 
the tribes of Saracens disputed in mins the honour of hU 
benediction ; the queens of Arabia and Persia gratefully 
cohfessed his supernatural virtue; and the angelic Hermit 
was consulted by the younger Theodosius, in the most im^ 
portatit concerns of tlie church and state. Jlis remaijll 
Were transported from the mountain of Telenissa, by a ^ 
lemn procession of the patriarch, the master-general of the 
Eftsti six bishops, twenty-one counts or tribunes, amj si:t 
thousand soldiers; and Antioch revered his bones, as her 
gibrious Ornament and impregnable defence. The fame of 
the apostles and martyrs was gradually eclipsed by thesst 
recent and popular Anachorets; the Christian world fell 
prosttate before their shrines; and the miracles ascribed 
thei¥ relies exceeded, at least in number and ddn-iiion, fbC 
spirifnal exploits of their lives. But the golden legeiid wf 
their lives’^ was embellished by the artful credulity ol tfecw 

form, invited Mm to ascend, like Elijah, into a fiery charmt taW 
i raised b^$^ foo^ and ^atan seized (he moment of inilictiu|' 
chiistisemeui oh his vanity. 

• 1 know not how to select "or specify the miracles contained in the Fif^ 
Patt*um of Rosweyde, as the number very much cxqsstds^ |the itbpimi^ 
pages of tl>at volumh»ou 8 work., Au ^peciiiiw^ be fopsud ip 

the Dialogues.of Sulpicius Severus, and bii life of St* Martin. . ^e revef^ 

M‘2 
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dial t|ie tJiigfote|^iij»pnct> W 
iiiook> l|fi4 b««ti to iiiierrupt ihe dcnitl Ibwi oC 

the uoiv^lie* *llie favoiirit|ft mi Heavfu w€re ««ecti6toaied 

ii^^eierate didef^pei with a touchy a irord^ or a diaipt 
maisaga; and to expel lip post obstioate dpmom from the 
fouls, 01 bodietA wbiob they posseined. They familiarly ac«* 
coated, or imperiously conmianded, the lions and serpents 
of die desert; infused vegetation into a sapless trunk ; susr 
pended iron on the surface of the water; passed the Nile on 
the hack of a crocodile, and refreshed themselves in a fiery 
furnace* These extravagant tales, which display the fiction, 
without the genius, of poetry, have seriously affected the 
reason, the faith, and the morals, of the Christians. Their 
credulity debased and vitiated the faculties of the mind ; 
they corrupted die evidence of history ; and superstition 
gradually extinguished the hostile light of philosophy and 
science. Every mode of religious worship which had been 
practised by the saints, every mysterious doctrine which 
they believed, was fortified by the si^nction of divine reve-^ 
lation, and all the manly virtues were oppressed by the ser- 
vile and pusillanimous reign of the monks. If it be possible 
to measure the interval between the philosophic writings of 
Cicero and the sacred legend of Tlieodoret, between the 
character of Cato and that of Simeon, we may appreciate 
the itneinorable revolution which was accomplished in tbe 
liomau eui|)ire within a period of five hundred years. 

IL The progress of Christianity has been marked by two 
glorious and decisive victories: over the learned and luxu-r 
rious citeens of the Koinan empire; and ovier the warlike 
Baibariitns of Scythia and .Germany, who subverted the em- 
pire, and embraced the religion of the Romans, The Goth? 
irere the foremost of these savage proselytes; and th« na- 
was indebted for its conver^on to a countryman, of, at 
least, to a subject, worthy to be ranked among the inventors 
<^f useful ariSi who have deserved the remembrance and grar 
titude bif posterity. A great number of Roman provincials 

\ht of yet he Insults them with the remark, that they never 
raised the ; Whereas the bishop of Tours had restored three dead 
'meu to file, « 



’I. ^ 

i|waf^ thrGoibie 

im%i^ Ami tii^ ttmf ^ 0aUi«oiim: a»d oi thtse ca{>#ve% 
ifany %ere atid^ifveriil^lielaiiged lo tb# acdem^ 

amicai <Nrda'«r Tbote missionaries^ dii^iefsed as 

siiimi^in die tiUagesiof Dacia, saocessively laboured for die 
saival^cf their ma^rs. The seii^ds^ whkih diey pfemfod, 
of t|ie«$vangelic doctrine, were gradually propagatefl; 
before the end of a century, the pious work was atcbieved 
% the labours of liipiiiJas, whose, ancestors bad been traus* 
ported beyond the Danube irom a smuU town of Cappa? 
doein, 

(Jlphilas, the bishop nod apostle of the Gotlls*, acquired 
diebr Jove and reverence by his bfomeless. life and indefotw 
gable 2 ;eal ; and they received, with implicit oonhdeuce, the 
doctrines of truth and virtue, which be preached and prac^ 
tised. Jtie e^xecuted the arduous task of translating the 
Scriptures into their native tongue, a dialect of the German, 
or Teutonic, language : but he prudently suppressed the four 
books of Kings, as tliey might tend to irritate the fierce and 
sanguinary spirit of tlie Jlarbariaos, Tim rude, imperfect, 
idiom of soldiers and shepherds, so ill-qualified to commU'^ 
uicate any spiritual ideas, was improved and modulated by 
his genius ; and UiphiJas, before be could frame bis version, 
was obliged toconrpose a new alphabet of twenty-four let^ 
ters ; four of which he invented, to express the peculiat 
sounds Uiat were unknown to the Greek, and Latin, pronun-* 
ciation f* But the prosperous state of the Gothic church 
was soon afflicted by war and intestine discord, and the 
chieftains were divided by religion as well as by interesu 
Fritigern, the friend of llie Romans, became the proselyte 
of Ulphilas ; while the haughty soul of Atbanat'ic (jlisdained 

• On the subject of Ulphilas, and the conversion nf the Goths, sec So- 
s;pnien h vi. c. 37. Soerj^tes, 1. iv. c. S3. 'Fheodoret, I, iv. c. 37* 
lostorg. 1 ii. c. 5. The heresy of Philostorgius appears to have given huti 
superior meaqs of information. 

t A imitilated copy of the four gospels, in the Gothic version, wal 
published A. D. 1665, and is esteemed the most ancient moniimeot of the 
Teutonic language, though Wetstein attempts, by some frivolous cotijee-? 
hires, to deprive Ulphilas of the honour ot the work. 'I'wo of the ftnit 
additional letters expi ^ss the IF, and our own Th* See Simon. Hist Cri- 
tique du Nouveau Testanrent, tom. it. p. ei9— -SiiS, Mill. ProkgtVttt. 
p. 161. edit Kuster« Wetstein, Prolegom. tom. i. p. U4. 



''0 mistmt* m i fa u 

tfi^tiip%<ij 

the^ir was?- tM'lqr^iflft fememim ‘H^Wdh 'litl^if 

eiied; ^ %aggiafa^/%^#^ ilMt rhc shaf^eliil ima§|«^,' 4 # 
^f»6fl>ip8, tff ^ clamed aoiatifi prlM 

<!||^i^ttG^::i^l«Krgh^ the 

te werthip th# >€N>^^ of their fathe%* iwfti® 4 
wlA their teeii 

leeter Ilf Uiphi4^ hiitn' ti 'iW estiMi of ^'thel 

Eastern coeit, Wbei^^e iirfoii appealed as the iniirlsri^^l^ 
pcaiaj pl^ed' the #aiti^ -ef 'the- djfeti^fesed ■OtiS||^;)i|li!i|' 
implorei the protection of Valens; and the name of JfOii# 
4af appMed to this spiritual gidde; HHriTO conducted few yido- 
pl^^Hf^iOugh the deep wat^s of the Danube/ to the Lar^ of 
Prottiise The devout shepherds, who were attached to hit 
petfioin, lihd tractable to* his voice, acquiesced in their set- 
tlement, lit the foot of the Msesiaii mountains, in a country 
of whodlands and pastures, which supported their flocks and 
herds, and enabled them to purchase the corn and wine of 
the more plentiful provinces. T^ese harmless Barbat^ans 
multiplied in obscure peace, and the profession of Christiv 

unity t* 

Their fiercer brethren, the formidable Visigoths, univer-^ 
j^ally adopted the religion of the Romans, with whom tiiey 
maintained a perpetual intercourse, of war, of fricrtdship, 
ckr of conquest. In their long and victorious march from the. 
Datfube to the Atlantic ocean, they converted their athes; 
they educate#thlhfii6ing generation; «tid the devotion which 
iCigneil in the camp of Alaric, of the court of Thonlouse, 
might edify, or disgrace, the palaces of Rome and Constant 
tinop1e:{:. During the same period, Christianity was em^ 
hrat^ by almost sdl tie Barbarians, who established their 

kingdoms on the ruins q| the Western empire ; the Burgun- 

. ^ • 'ir * « 

. • lPbi|ipitor£l^s erroneously place! Jlbis passage under the ref|n 
ftantine; but 1 am much inclined to believe that it preceded the great 
^migration. ^ 

t Wci^i? obliged to Jomandes (dc Reb. G6t.'c. 51. p. 

%nd lively picture of these lesser Xjotbs. Gotbi miaomi 

sus/ cum tiro Pontifioe ijyoquepriinate Wulfib. llieJasl Wdrds, iTibey 

are not mire tautology, imply some tempral jurisdiction. 

4 Ab Ubn ita Gothi non ita VandaH; malis ^toiibus inst|tat% 
ineiiorrs tamen ettam in bac parte quafti npsub ^Iviaad^P ;Qubei% pei, 
b vii. p. 243. • 


tbe^^Q^s.»;|||iNc% 

a^ ihe varioiuh baatU Mei^ 
lllparjes, >ti»l!^^ Odoacei throne of It 0 %. The 

^be erfoiO'iJi^FaJfc 
Fr^a obfaiaad lfae mcmarcbj oif 
l;bf^ fi|bmisai^ to lha exam^ 0 f Cio#is; aoi 
oq^uomra of , Britain f ere ^Ipiitoed |roai tbeif au* 

|>er«litioo by mia^iotiaries of^Romo* These Barbaiiati 
|aroa^j:fes dismayed ait airdeai addrtueceaafol aeal ta the 
of the faiib. The Meufoyingltsia^ and 
jl^r ftucsccasors, Charlerpagne and the Othos» extendedi by 
dtelr laws and victai?ie% the dominion of the cross. £ng^ 
laa^ pfoduced U:^ ajmstle of Germany; and ihe efp^ag^lic 
light was gradually diffused from the neighbourhood of the 
Rhine, to the, nations of the ^£1 he, the Vistubi and the 
.^Itict. . , 

Tho different motives which influenced the reison,<(#the 
l^assiofiSj of the Barbarian oon verts* cannot easily be ascer* 
(|iinfd:« They were often cfl^ftciws and accidental ; a dream, 
ap: omen, the report of a miracle, the examplo^of some 
priest, or hero, the charms of a believing wife, and, abode 
all, the fortunate event of a prayer, or vow, which, in a mo« 
menf of danger, they had addressed to the God of the 
Christiansf. The early prejudices of education were insen^ 
sibly erped by the habits of frequent and familiar society^ 
the moral precepts, of the Gospel were protected by the #x* 
tiivagant virtues of the monks; and a spiritual thfology was 
supported by the visible power of relics, and the pomp of 
religious warship. 0ut the rational and ingenious mode of 
persuasion, which a Saxon bishop:!: suggigsted to. a popular 
saint, might .sometimes be employed by the missionaries, 

• Mosheim has slightly sketched the progiess of Chr^i^f in the 
Nortli, from the fourth to the foorteenih CQiitiiry* 'Fhe sub^eqt would 
afford materials for an ecclewastical, and even pliifa^dphicahiJtnlltory. 

t To such a cause has Socrates (1. vii. c. SO^) ascribed dti conymioii 
of the Byguudians, i^hose Christian piety is ceiehraied Jby Orosius (L vih 
c« 19*}* 

X ^e an original ?lhd curious epistle froth Daniel, the first bishop df 
Winchester (Beda, Hist, Eccles. Anglorum, 1 . v. c. ig, p. iOS, 
Smith), to St. Boniface, who preached the (iospel among Ihe 
Hesse and 'rhuringia. EpJstol. Bonifacii, Ixvii. in the Maxima 
theca Patrum, tom. xiii. p. 93. 
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irhillfcifc for tli’'€i trf“’"hrfl#e!i; ^ ^ 

Ae mgficibifii dkpurirtit, iR^iatiiref tb^y M 

** $en of the fabitlonSf mtd oarnal, genealo^ of th^r §btfl 
toit^ who ^ froitt each ' bfher. 

^ PfW #ii# principle 4i<ihi<^ their imperfcfet nature/ anij 
f* llwnaii infirmities, thOa^n^ee th#y wete fcorw, aOif ttie 
lEobtihitiiy that they will rff>. At - What time, by witet 
mebtis^ frcwtl what t*aiis^> were the eWe^ pf the^ gods dr 
goddeises pmdueed f Do they iWH coiitinue, or have 
ceased^ to^pagate ^ If they have teased^ sumhltiji 
** antagonists to declare the reason of this strangd alttJriii : 
tibn. If they still continue, the htimber of the 
danH become infinite; and shall we not rUk, by the iddisi* 
creel wor^ip of some impotent deity, to excite the 'lire- 
sentinent of his jealous saperior ? The visible heavens atid 
** earth, the* whole system of the universe, which may bb 
cinceived by the mind, is it created or eternal r If ere- 
ated> how, or where, could the gods themselves exist be- 
fore the creation ? If eternaf, how could they assume the 
empire of an independent and pre-existing world ? Urge 
** these arguments with temper and moderation ; insinuate, 
at seasonable intervals, the truth, and beauty, of the 
Christian revelation; and endeavour to make the unbe- 
lievers ashamed, without making them angry.’* Tliis me- 
taphysical reasoning, too refined perhaps for the Barbarians 
of^Jermany, was fortified by the grosser weight of authority 
and populltf consent. 7*he advantage of temporal prosperity 
had tit^seried the Pagan cause, and passed over to the ser- 
vice, of Christtaniu. The KomansVlbemselves, tlie most 
powi^rfnl and enligniened nation of the globe, had renoun- 
ced their ancient sppeifstilion ; and, if the ruin of their em- 
pire seemed to accuse the efficacy of theitew faith, the dis- 
grace was already retrieved by the conversion of the ucio- 
ripu3,.0^lhs. The valiant and fortunate Barbarians, who 
subdued |fae provinces of the West, successively received, 
and rVficcted the same edifying example. Before the age 
of Chiurlemagne, the Christiau nations of Europe might 
mtult hi Ibe exclusive possesjsion of the temperate climates, 
of the fertile lands, which produced" corn, wine, and oil ; 



Of THE ROMAK EMfIRB* 

wiiile the faT^ige idolators, and their helpless idoK 

fined to the extremities of the earthy the dark and fiom 

regions of the North*. 

Christianity, which opaied the gates of Heaven to the Bar^ 
barians, introduced an important change in their moral and 
political condition. They received, at the same time, the 
use of letters, so essential to a religion whose doctrines am 
contained in a sacred book, and while they studied the divine 
truth, their minds were insensibly enlarged by the distant 
view of histoiy, of nature, of the arts, and of society. The 
vetsion of tlie Scriptures into liieirmative tongue, which had 
facilitated their conversion, must excite, among their clergy, 
some curiosity to read llie original text, to understand the 
sacred liturgy of the church, and to examine, in the writings 
of the fathers, the chain of ecclesiastical tradition. These 
spiritual gifts were preserved in the Greek and Latin lan- 
guages, which concealed the inestimable monuments of an- 
cient learning. The immortal productions of Virgil, Cicero, 
and Livy, which were accessible to the Christian Barba* 
rians, maintained a silent intercourse between the reign of 
Augustus, and the times of Clovis and Charlemagne. The 
emulation of mankind was encouraged by the remembrance 
of a more perfect state i and the flame of science was secret- 
ly kept alive, to warm and enlighten the mature age of the 
Western world. In the most corrupt state of Christianity, 
the Barbarians might learn justice from the law, and mercy 
from the gospel ; and if the knowledge of their duty was in** 
sufficient to guide their actions, or to regulate their passions $ 
they were sometimes res^ined by conscience, and fnXjuently 
punished by remorse. But the direct authority of religion 
was less effectual, than the holy communion which united 
them with their Christian brethren in spiritual flriend8hip*> 
The influence of these sentiments contributed to secure their 
fidelity in the service, or the alliance, of the Romans, to al* 
leviate the horrors of war, to moderate the insolence of con- 
quest, an# to preserve, in the downfall of tlie empire, a per- 

^ Tbesvirord of Charlemagne added weidtt to the argsment ; bat wliaa 
Daaiel wrote this epistle (A, D. 7S3.), the Mahometans, who fcigiied fsefitK 
India to Spain, migot have retprted it against the Chrittiaai. 

VoL. V. N 
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igpNit mp40tJ^ tbiinme a»4 ifKJtittitioiJs of Kont^ i» 

(4 Gaul, and Gein^iu^ 
r^gt^ed over tli« pfoplc. and coutroul««l (be juriMiv'^oa of 
tbe jtijalous proseixtea ^ranafemd an 
^l{pal,or ipot!aau)|)^e«;«»eaHut 9 . ot devout obedieBce, to tlia 
qf th« jCliriatuui futii, I'bc- sacred character of the 
biaboilB tvaa. supported by tltuir temporal poaseasioua ; they 
obtained an ttonourable scat la the iegi»lative assenihUea of 
aeldieif aad' h'caaiea, and it was their intereat, aa well as 
tjteir duty, to inollUy, by peaceful qouiisels, tlio fierce spirit 
of tha S^actans. I'ba, perpetual correspondeaca of th« 
tAtin.olergy, tlte frequent pilgrieiagla to Rome and Jerusaleatw 
and the growing authority of the Popes, cemented the unioa 
of Itw Christiaii republic ; and gradually produced the slmiiat 
uaonersjund common jurisprudence, which have distiug«i8h>* 
od, front the rest of mankind, the ndependent, and even 
hostile, natioos of modern Europe. 

But the opemtion of these causes was checked and retarded 
^ the unfortunate accident, which iid'uscd a deadly poison 
tntoi the cup of Salvation. Whatever might be Uie early 
sentiments of Ulphilas, his connections with the empire and 
the church were forni_ed during lire reign of Arianism. The 
a(>ostle of the Goths subscribed tire creed of Rimini ; pren 
fisssed with freedorn, and perlraps with sincerity, that the Sort 
waas not equal, or consubstantial to the Father*; commu> 
fikated these errors to the clergy and people ; and infected 
the Barbaric world with an heresy t, which tiite great TU«*r 
dtuMtia proscribed aud extinguislied among the . Romana. 
tjl'h* mBper and understanding of the new proselytes were 


St'..' 

♦ 11i« opinions of Ulphilas and the Gotlis inclined to Semi-Arianfsin, 
a|ii«t (Uey wtmld not say that the Sou was a erso/nre, thou^ the^ held 
.CdWtinunion llwse who maintamed dint liercsy. Their apostle re- 
presented whole controversy as a question of iridmg moment, which 
'to ton fitod by die passions of tlia cler^. Tbeodoret, L iir. c. ST, 
f Tfee Arianiww of Uf Goths has bffesi imputed to tlie emperor V^cni; 
^ l^q[ue justo Dei judicio ipsii earn vivum incenderunt, ^ui propter eum 
’©tiam^tuortui, vitio erroris •afSuri stmt,** Oroskis, I, vii. e, S^p, 

Tbil cruel scutcucc is cuuiirnied -by Tilkmont (Mem. Eccles. tom. vi. p. 
4ito4lQ.X who coolly observes* ^ on setd komme entraiim tosi'etiltr 
de irn^muiwwa, &c.** ^Iviau (4$ Goton, I v. 
p. 1^1.) pito mi eacuM tkdr iovolimtikry erm 
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not adfiptcd to frietapfjysicial subtlrttas • but th<^ 
maititairif^ff, i^ bat they hail piously received, iis 
ecmtine'^iBoctrines of Christiauily. The advantage of J^r^fcaoh- 
init anU expounding the Soriptuves in the Teut(mici Mn^agil 
^moted the apostolic labours of Ulphilas and fti» sucdeisi!& 
sors; and they obtaiiR^l a competent number of btsM^ 
and presbyters, for tiie instruction of the kindred trilMi 
Tlie Ostrogoths, the Burgundians, the Snevi, atid the Vait- 
dals, who had listened to the elo(|uenceof the Latin clergy 
preferre<} the tnoreintelJigihie lessons of tlreir domestic teach*^ 
ers ; and Arianism was adopted as the national taith ctf the 
warlike converts, who wefe seated on the ruins of the West* 
ern empire. This irreconcilable difference of religion wai i 
perpetual source of jealousy and Iratred ; and the repVonoll 
of Burbftrian was imhittered by the more otlious epithet df 
Heretic. The heroes of the North, who had submitted^ with 
some reluctance, to believe that all their ancestors were hi 
hellf; w^e astotribhed and exasperated to learn, that they 
themselves had only changed the mode of their eternal con^ 
demnation. Instead of the smooth applause, which Chriatkni 
kings are accustomed to expect from their loyal prelates, 
orthodox bishops and their clergy were in a state of opposi- 
tion to the Arian courts ; and their indiscreet opposition fre- 
qnenilyWame criminal, andmight sometimes be dangerous 
I'he pulpit, tl^at safe and sacred organ of sedition, resounded 
with the names of Pharaoh and Holofernes § ; the publio 
discontent was inflamed by the hope or promise of a glorious 
deliverance; and the seditious saints were tempted to promote 
the accomplishment of their own predictions* Notwith* 


♦ Orosius affirms, in the yenr 416. (1.7. c. 41. p. r>80.),that the churches 
of Christ (of the Catholics} were filled tvith liuu!», Suovi, Vandals, Bui^un* 
dians, ^ 

t Radbod, king of the Frisons, was so much scandalized by tins rash 
declaration of a missionary, that l»c drew back his foot after he had entered 
tlie baptismal font. See Fleury, Hist. Ecdcs. tom. ix. p. 167, 

I The Epistles of Sidonius, bishop ofCleiinont, under the ViiigQthf, and 
of Avkus, bkhop of Vienna, under the Burgundians, exj^lain, sonfettiiies in 
dark hints, tlie general dispositions of the Catholics. iW history of Clovijs 
and Theodorie will suggest some particular facts. ' " 

^ Oenserk confessed the resembianee, by the severity wilfliVhiell bt 
punished such indiscreet allusions. Victor Vitcnsis, 1. 7. p: tU. 
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these provoofitiomi the Catholics of GaCtl, Spaini 
^ Italy, enjoyed, under the reign ^ the Arians, the free; 
end peaceful, exercise of their religion. Their Iniu^Hy mas*’ 
tens respected the mal of a numerous people, resolved to die 
at the foot of their altars ; and the example of tlieir devout 
constancy was admired and imitated by the Barbarians (hem- 
aeifes. The conquerors evaded, however, the disgraceful 
reproach, or confession, of fear, by attributing their tolera- 
tion to the liberal motives of reason and humanity; and 
while they affected the language, they imperceptibly imbibed 
the spirit, of genuine Christianity.^ 

The peace of the church was sometimes interrupted. The 
Catholics were indiscreet, the Barbarians were impatient; 
and the partial acts of severity or injustice which had been 
tecommended by the Arian clergy, were exaggerated by the 
orthodox writers. The guilt of persecution may be imputed 
to Euric, king of the Visigoths ; who suspended the exer- 
cise of ecclesiastical, or, at least, of episcopal, functions ; and 
punished the popular bishops of Aquitain with imprisonment, 
exile, and confiscation*. But the cruel and absurd enter- 
prise of subduing the minds of a whole people, was under- 
taken by the Vandals alone. Genseric himself, in his early 
youth, bad renounced the orthodox communion; and the 
apostate could neither grant, nor expect, a sincere forgive- 
ness. He was exasperated to find, that the Africans, who 
had fled before him in the field, still presumed to dispute his 
will in synods and churches; and his ferocious mind Was 
incapable of fear, or of compassion. His Catholic subjects 
were oppressed by intolerant laws, and arbitrary punishments. 
TIic language of Genseric was furious and formidable ; the 
knowledge of his intentions might justify the most unfavour- 
able, interpretation of his actions ; and the Arians were 
reproached with the frequent executions, which fc^tairied the 
palace, and the dominions, of the tyrant. Arms and amhi- 


• Such are tlic contjpmporary romphintsof Sidonins his!iop of Clermont, 
fL vii. c. 6 . p» 182 , See. edit. 8irmoi}d). Gregory of Tours, who quotes tlu:* 
Epistle (lu. c, 5J5. in tom. ii. p* 174.) extorts an unwarrantable jwisenkm, 
that of the nine vacancies tn Aquitain, some had been producad by 
pal ^ 
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tioa were^ however, the ruling paesioi^ of the montrcli <3^1^ 
sea. But Himneric, his inglorious son, who seemed to inhe^ 
fit onlyehis vices, tormented the Catholics with tlie samt 
iinreknting fary which had been fatal to his brother^ his 
nephews, and the friends and favourites of histatber; and, 
even to the Arian patriarch, who was inhumanly burnt alive 
in the midst of Carthage. The religious war was preceded 
and prepared by an insidious truce; persecution w^as made 
the serious and important business of the Vandal court ; and 
the loathsome disease, which hastened the death of Hunneric, 
revengeil the injuries, without contributing to the deliverance 
of tile church* The throne of Africa was successively filled*^ 
by the two nephews of Hunneric ; by Gundamund, who 
reigned about twelve, and by 'rhmsimund, who governed the 
nation above twenty-seven years. Their administration was 
hostile and oppressive to the orthodox party. Gundamund 
appeared to emulate, or even to surpass, the cruelty of his 
uncle; and, if at length he relented, if he recalled the bish- 
ops, and restored the freedom of Athanasian w^orship, a pre- 
mature death intercepted the benefits of his tardy clemem^'. 
His brother, Thrasimund, was the greatest and most accom- 
plished of the Vandal kings, whom he excelled in beauty, 
prudence, and magnanimity of soul. But this magnanimous 
character was degraded by his intolerant zeal and deceitful 
clemency. Instead of threats and tortures, he employed Uie 
gentle, but efficacious, powers of seduction. Wealth, dig- 
nity, and the royal favour, w^ere the liberal rewards of apos- 
tacy ; the Catholics, who had violated the laws, might pur- 
chase their pardon by the renunciation of their faith ; and 
whenever Thrasimund meditated any rigorous measure, he 
patiently waited till the indiscretion of his adversaries fur- 
nished him with a specious opportunity. Bigotry was his 
last sentftnent in the hour of death ; and he exacted from his 
successor a solemn oath, that he would never tolerate the 
sectaries of Athanasius. But his successor Hilderic, the 
geptle son of the savage Hunneric, preferred the duties of 
humanity and justice, to the vain obligation of an impious 
oath ; and his accession was gloriously marked by the resto- 
lation of peace and universal freedom. The throne that 
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Ijiougb fa«b |0 B)0oarcbf wai iisorped by hn ^cmmn 
(Winter, a atealotm Ariaii : but the Vandal kingdom, iWbre b# 
fjouW e* * * § \joy or abu^ liis jwwer, was subverted byHhe arms 
ici Beliaarius; and the orthodox party retaliated the iojurks 
which Uiey had endurM 

^ The paasionate declatijations of the Catholics, the sole his» 
iorians of this persecution, cannot atlbrd any distinct aeries 
of causes and events*; any impartial view of characters, or 
councils; but the most remarkable circumstances, that 
deserve cither credit or notice, may be referred to tlie follow^ 
ing lieads: L In tlie original law, which is still extant f, 
Hufliwic expressly declares, and the declaration appears to 
be correct, that he had faithfully transcribed the re^^ulations 
aij^d penalties of the Imperial edicts; against the heretical 
congregations, the clergy, and tl)e people, who dissented 
fmm the established religicni. If tlie rights of conscience 
had been understoodf the Catholics must have condemned 
their ,past conduct, or acquiesced in their actual sufi'erings. 
But they still persisted to refuse the indulgence which tlicy 
ciiuiliod* While they trembled under the lash of persecu- 
tion, they praised the laudable severity of Hunneric himself, 
who burnt or banished great numbers of ManichaKans^:; and 
they rejected, with horror, the ignominious compromise, that 
the disciples of Arius, and of Athanasius, should enjoy a 
reciprocal and similar toleration in the territories of tlie 
Romans, and iu tliose of the Vandals 11. The practice 


* The nri^innl monuments of the Vandal persecution are prcscn'pd in the 
five hooks of the History of Victor Vitensis (de Persccutione Vandalicft),<m 
bishop wiio wHs exiled by Ilunncric; in the life of Sr. Fuljjcntius, wiw> 
distiopuished in the perscentiou of ThraMinund (in Biblioth. Max. Putrum, 
tom, IX. p. 4 — 16.), and in the first hook of the Vandalir War, by the impar- 
tial Procopms (c. 7, 8, p. 190, 197, 198, 199.) Doni. Ruinart, the last «jijtor 
.of Victor, has illustnited the whole subject with a copious and learned 
apparatus of notes and supplement. (Pans, 1694.). 

t Victor* iv. p. 65. Hunneric refuses die name of Catholics to the 
JiofiKiomutm* Ho describes, as the veri Diviuie Majestatis cultores,diis 
own party, who professed the faith, confirmed by more iliau a thousand 
hisho|«, in the synods of Rimini and Selcucia. 

J Victor* ii* i. p. 2J, 12. LaudubiHor . . . vidchatur. Tn the MSS. 
which omit this word, the passage is unintelligible. See Ruinart, Not. 
p. 164 ' 

§ Victor, ii. 2. p. 22, 13. The clergy of Carthago called thcao cppdltio^, 
and they sectn, iodeed) to ha\c beeft proposed ai a snai'o 
" trap t'htj Catholic bi’^hopfe. ‘ 
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wbicb the Catholics had so freqi^etitly used to 
iaauit end ptmbfe their obstinate antagonists, was letoit^d 
against Aetnselves ♦. At the command of Htlnneric, foifr 
iniadfejd and sixty-six orthodox bishops assembled at Car- 
thage; but when they were admitted into the hall of audi- 
ence, they had the mortification of beholding the Arian 
Giriia exalted on the patriarchal throne. The disputants 
were separated, after the mutual and ordinary reproaches of 
Koise and silence, of delay and precipitation, of military 
force and of popular clamour. One martyr and one confes- 
sor were selected among the Catholic bishops; twenty-eight 
escaped by flight, and eighty-eight by conformity ; foity^six 
were sent into Corsica to cut timber for the royal navy ; and 
three hundred and two were banished to the different parts of 
Africa, exposed to the insults of their enemies, and carcfuHy 
deprived of all the temporal and spiritual comforts of lifef* 
The hardships of ten years exile must have reduced their 
numbers ; and if they had complied with the law of Thrasi- 
mund, which prohibited any episcopal consecrations, the 
orthodox church of Africa must have expired with the lives 
of its actual members. They disobeyed ; and their disobe- 
dience was punished by a second exile of two hundred and 
twenty bishops into Sardinia ; where they languished fifteen 
years, till the accession of the gracious Hilderic The two 
isiauds were judiciously chosen by the malice of their Arian 
tyntnix. Seneca, from his own experience, has deplored and 


• Sec the narrative of tliis conference, and the treatment of the bisbopg 
in VicCOf. ii. 13—18. p. 35—42, and the whole fourth book, p. 63—171. 
11)e third ho^k, p, is eiuirtl/ hlied by their apology or confesricpi^ 

of faith. I 

t Sie^ the list of the African bishops, in Victor, p. 117 — 140. and Huih- 
arfs notes, p. 215 — 397. I'he schismatic name of Donat us frequently 
occurs, and iha^r appear to iiave adopted (like our fanatics of the last Age) 
the pious appewbns oi'DeockUm, Deograt msy Quidvulideus {Habetdeum^ ^c,} 
I Fulgent. Vii. c. 16.— 89. Thrasimund affiected the praise of modera- 
tioa and learning ; and Fulgentias addressed three books of controversy to 
the Arian tyrant, whom l»e styles pmsimo Bmp. Biblioch. Max)m. Patram, 
tom. ix. p. 41. Only sixty bishops are mentioned as exiles in the life of 
Falgett^; they are enereiaed to one hundred and twenty by Victor Tun- 
nunensis, and Isidore : bat the number of. two handrad and twenty is spe- 
eded in the Bhioditmmlkj tKsd% short aalhoiitk chrooicio of the times, 
p. iri. ^ 
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ihS^g^crat^d the mWtafble state of Corsica *i an<f the pfe^ 
of Sardinia was overbalanced by the iinwhofsome qiM^ity 
the air t* IH The tealvof Genfeeric, and his succei^sors, for 
the conversion of Catholics, must have rendered tbemf 
still more jealous to ^uard the purity of the Vandal faithv 
Before the churches were finally shut, it was a crime to 
appear in a Barbarian dress ; and those who presumed to 
neglect the royal mandate, Were rudely dragged backward® 
by their long hair The Palatine officers, who refused to 
profess the religion of their prince, were ignominbusly strip- 
ped of their honours and employments ; banished to Sardinia 
aiid Sicily ; or condemned to the servile labours of slaves, 
and peasants in the fields of Utica. In the districts which 
had been peculiarly allotted to the Vandals, the exercise of 
the Catholic worship was more strictly prohibited; and 
acvere penalties ware denounced against the guilt, both of the 
missionary, and the proselyte. By these arts, the feith of the 
Barbarians was preserved, and their zeal was inflamed ; they 
discharged, with devout fury, the office of spies, informers, 
or executioners; and wlienever their cavalry took the field, it 
was the favourite amusement of the march, to defile the 
churches, and to insult the clergy of the adverse faction §. 
lY. The citizens who had been educated in the luxury of 
the Roman province, were delivered, with exquisite cruelty, 
to the Moors of the desert. A venerable train of bishops, 
presbyters, and deacons, with a faithful crowd of four 
thousand and ninety-six persons, whose guilt is not precisely 
ascertained, were torn from their native homes, by the coin- 
mand of Hunneric. During die night, they were confined 
like a herd of cattle, amidst their own ordure; during the 
day they pursued their march over the burning sands ^ and 

^ See the bftsc and insipid epi^ams of the Stoic, ^ho OQuld not support 
exile with more fortitude than Ovid. Corsica might not pxodoce earn, wine, 
or pil ; but it could not be destitute of grass, water, and even fim. 

t Si ob gravitatem coeli interissent, vik daroiiimi. Tacit Annul, ii. $6. 
In this apmication, Thrasimuiid w<h^ have adopted the iiadiug of some 
crit^ vti/e d^num. 

I See these preludes of a gmtr^ perseoution, in Victor* it* 3, 4. 7. and 
the two edicts of Hunneric, 1. ii p. 35. 1 iv. p. 44 ; 

f feee tfocopius de M Veodal. lijc. f. f. mtf m. A Moorialifaiiioe 
endeavoured to propitiate Uie God of the Christians, by hiSv diligea€»^ to 
erase the marks of the Vandal sacrilege. 
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o«f, diijgg^ aippg^ they expired m the hands piT tlieir 
toyrff»nto^ *4 T)»e«e unhappy exiles, wh^ ti^ey 'P^chs.<^l 
the bpt§, Plight excite die ^nj^ssion of a,^jiieople,^ 

prilPM native humanity, jvas neither iin^yed by iidr ^ 

Corrupted by fanaticism: hut if they ‘esiaped the 
they were condemned to share the distress, of ^ saWge life.j^ 
V* It i& incumbent on the authors of persecution previously, 
to reflect, whether they are d«te'’'^i‘^^d to support it in dkej 
last exlseme. Tliey, excite the, flame which they strive, to 
extinguish } and it soon .become« necessaiy to cliasUse the^ 
contumacy, a? w’ell as die Crime, of the offender. THhe fine, 
wbieli he is unable or unwilling to disciiarge, exposes his 
periKm to the. severity of the law; and his contempt. of 
lighter penalties suggests die hse and propriety of capitpi 
Punishment' Tlirough the veil of fiction and declamiCtioh^ 
we may clearly perceive, that the Catholics, more especially 
under the rc^n of Hnnneric, endured the most cruel and 
igaominioi|S treatment f. Respectable citizens, noble ma-' 
Irons, and consecrated virgins, were stripped naked, and 
raised in the air by pulleys, with a weight suspended at their 
feet In this painful attitude their naked bodies were torn 
with scourges, or burnt in the most tender jJ&rts with red-hpt 
plates of iron. The amputation of the ears, the nose, the 
tongue, aijd the right-hand, was inflicted by the Arians ; and 
although the precise number cannot be defined, it is evident 
that many persons, among whom a bishop J and a procon- 
sul I may be named, were entitled to the crown of martyr- 
dom. The same honour has been hscribed to the memory 6f 
count Sebastian, who professed the Nicene creed with un- 

shaketi constancy ; und Genseric might detest, as an heretic,, 

% 

♦ See thisutory in Victor, ii. 8—12, p. 80—34. Victor describes thk 
distress of these confessors ats an eye-witness. 

t See the fifth book of V^ictor. His passionate complaints are confirmed 
by the sober testimony of Procopius, and the pubfic deciaratioB of the 
emperor Jnstkiieo- (C<xi 1. k tit xxvii.), 

I Victor, ii. 18. p. 41. 

f Victor. V. 4i p. 74, 75. ^Hi$ name was Victorianus, and he was a 
wealthy citizen of Adrumetum, who enjoyed the confidence of the king ; 
by whose favour he had obtained the o&ce, or at Joust tite titie^ of pr^cou* 
•aul of AiHca. ‘ 

Vot. V. O 
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jS^etlte, and' btarilt tlfe fl^Vbue, was employi^ ttie'Ailili 
i!liili!8«W«i‘ They Ussptj^, by fraud (^Viblenbe, thefites bf 
baptii^ i^ah^punishbd the apostaby ofthe ^atholie^. if they 
dl^tdthed this odious\nd prttfane^ceremony. whibh scandal- 
bnidy tiotated the freedom of the will, and' the Unity of ini 
sictaihentt. The hostile sects had formerly allowed the 
thfldity of each otliers baptism; and die innovation, sb 
^rCely mainitedned by the Vandals, can be imputed 'only to 
fte ettampfe and advice of the Donatists. VII. The Aiiati 
l^etgy durpaesed, iai religiobs cruelty, the king and hiS Van- 
dals; but they wfere incapable of Cultivating the SpMtOaf 
yineyard, which they were so desirous to posseiiS. A psttri- 
afch t might seat himself on the throne of Carthage ; some 
bishops, in the principal cities, might usurp the place Of thiS^f 
rivals; but the smallness of their numbers, and their ign’o- 
lance of the Latin language §, disqualihed die Barbariani 
fer the ecclesiastical ministry of a great Church ; and the 
Africans, after the loss of their orthodox jmsloifs, were de- 
prived of the public exercise of Christianity. VlII. Tfie 
emperors were the natural protectors of the Homoousian 
doctrine : and the' faithful people of Africa, both as Romans 
idd as Catholics, preferred their lawful sovereignty to fbe 
TiBurpation of the Barbarous heretics. During an interval bf 
peace and friendship, Hunncric restored the cathedral of Car- 
t^lage ; at the intercession of Zeno, who reigned in the East, 
and of Fl:ucid!li, the daughfer and relict of emperors, and 
the sister of the queen of the Vandals H. But this decent 

* Vifitor. i. 0. p, a, V. After r^laSog tlie firm resittSpce anrf drattroui 
rtpl^ of count SebastiuD) he adds, quare alio generis argemezito poster 
)^hmum yirum qeeidit ^ 

t victor. T- Ij, 41 Tillcmont, Mem. Eccles. tom. vi. p. dod. 

$ Frimaie was more properly the title of the bishop of Carfcbag^; fnit 
p^triarc/i wasjjiven by ths sects and natious to tl>eir pfiiunpal 
fcctetttstkx See Thoma^^sinj Discipline dc TEglise, tom. i. p. US. 

§ ,The patriarch Cyrila himself publickty declared, that be i*d loot 
aidbiiMd lAtin (Victor, it 18. p. 43.); J(Iescio Latine; and Ims m^Ut 
oonvene with tolerable without bem^ capable of disputiaE or preachy 

^ipilenoe could be placw m the^ncani^ who had coiUoiinsMi. 

U Victor, ii. 1, 9, p. 28. 



fiftgik|4 wjia fii^rtAm^m; wii 
libtyied JItif emWapi im the reli^on of tile Si^iee. hfr 
9tndio^ wangiog the bloody pe]lii^it^, j»g|[ 
^ principal streets through aaihiS«|^lW 

pi^st |<ass iu his way to the pahiQe;*> ^ toluitotf 

from ^ hisho)]^. who were assemUed at iParthage^ that theOT 
mtotiid support the suGcessioo of his aion HUdsri^ aaid thsit 
they would renounce alj fojeisp qt ■trmsmarme qorr^ppndr 
^oce. This engagement, consistent as it should seem hrith 
their tooxai and religious dutifes, was refused by tlie nin«;y 
sagacioua members t of the assembly. Their .rehiSSU ^tintl^ 
coloured by the pretence thajc it is unlawhil for a Christian to 
swear, must provoke the suspicions of a jealous tyrant. 

The Catholics, oppressed by royal and miljtaiy force, weif 
far superior to their adversaries in numbers and learning. 
With the same weapons which the Greek j and Latin fathers 
had already provided for the Arian controversy, Urey repeatr 
odly stlenoed, or vanquished, the fierce and illiterate succes- 
sors of Ulphilas. The consciousness of their own superict* 
xity might have raised them above the arts, and passionsi of 
rdigious warfare. Yet instead of assuming such honourable 
pride, the orthodox theologians were tempted, by the assu- 
rance of impunity, to compose fictions, which must bp stig- 
matieed with the epithets of fiaud suid forgery. They asr 
cribed tlieir own polemical works to the most venerable 
names of Christian antiquity : the characters of Athanasilis 
and Augustin were awkwardly personated by Vigilius and 
his. disciples § ; and the famous creed, which so cioa^ly 
. ♦ 

^ Victor. T.f. p. ft. He appeals to the amb^sador himself^ wbo^ 
-name was Uranips. 

4* AHutioret, Victor, iv. 4. p. TO. He plainly intimates that their Quotas 
tion of the Gospel Non jurabitis in toto^"" was only meant to elnge 
obligaiion of' an inconvenient oath. I'he forty-six bishops who refu^ 
were liaitished to Cprsiqa ; the three hundred and two who swo^ey we^ 
dislribitled throu^ provinces of Africa. 

{ iP«i%mtius, btshon' of Eusps, in the By^acena protincey was of a 
aaterial famiiy, and had recej^ed a bberal education! He coi 4 d repeal 4 U 
HomOr and Menander bef^ he was allowed to study his native 
loiligQe ^Vit. Fulgent, c. }.), Many Afijcan bish^s might uadoi;St|4|4 
apd ipany Greek thepiogiaQs were tranijated into mip. 

4 <€onipare the two prefaces to the Dialogue of Vigilius of ThipM 
(p. 116^ 119. edit Chmet). He mi^ amuse his learned lieaifer with & 
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the t P!fMte ifet <^ the trinity atid tlie itlcariiAifoitt; t| 
lledkiced, with 9bon|[ JytohaWlityi frond tWs African edriwri •; 
EtMi the Scrijpttinei riiemselres were 'profaned by riieir laslil 
hi^ sBcriii^otts baiai»t ■ TTte tnemoraWe text, which asgettil 
the unity of theTii«EE who hear witness in Heaven f, is COfti^ 
demnet) by the universal silence of the orthodox ihthers, 
venom, and authentic manuscripts It was first 
alleged by the Catholic bishops whom Hunneric summoned 
to fihe conference of Carting §. An allegorical mterpreta- 
tion, in the form, perhaps, of a marginal note, invaded the 
text of the Latin Bibles, which were renewed and corrected 
in a dark period of ten centuries |. After the invetifion of 


inhof^nt fiction ; but the subject was too grave, and the Africans were too 
agdorHivt. 

* Tl»e ?. Qncsnel started this opinion, which has been fiivourahie reoea- 
vcd. But the three following truths, however surprising they niay aee% are 
>iow univfrsnlly acknowledged (Gerard Vossius, tom. vi. p. 516 — 522. T^- 
Jtiipojit, Mem. Eccles. teftn. viiL p. 607 — 071.). 1. .^t. Athanasms is notilie 
author of the creed which is so frequently read in our churches, 2. It 
does not appear to have existed, within a century after liis death. S. It 
was originally composed in tholittioi tongue, and, consequently, in the West- 
tern provi.ices. Genuadiub, patriarch of Constantinople, was so much 
ttftftiied by this extraordirmrv composition, that he frankly pronounced it to 
"he the work of a drunken naan. I^etav. Doginat. Theok^ica, tom, ii. t. vii. 
c. 8. p, 687. 

1 1 ,Tohii,r. 7. See Simon^ Hlfit, Critique du Nouveau Testament, part 
i c. xviii* p. 208— 218,; and perth. c. ix. p.99— 12!. : and the claferkte 
Prolegomena and Annotations of Dr. Mill and Wetsteio bo their nditicina 
of the GreeV Testament. In 1689, the papist Simon strove to be frqo ; jn 
1707, the protestant Mill wislied to be a slave : in tt51, the Armetiiin 
;Wetstciu used the liberty of his times, and of his icct. 

J Of «// the MSS nov\ extant, riho\e fourscore in number, mme of wliicit 
ibdre than 1200 years-old (Wetstein ad loc.). The et-Modhr copies of the 
Vatican, of the Complutensinn editors of Robert Stephens, arc become 
invisible; and the two MSS. of Dublin and Berlin are unworthy to form 
an exception. See Einlyn^s Works, vol ii p. 227 — 153,269 — 290. ; and 
M. de Missy’s four ingenious letters, in tom viii. and ix.of the Journal 8ri- 
tatmiqae. 

§ Or, more properly, bv the /iw/r bishops who composed and pifWtshed 
the profeBsion of faitli ni tne name of their brethrep.^ They styip iiiig acjit 
luce clarius (V’ictor Vitensis tie Persccut. Vandal. 1, lit c, 11. p. 34.). It » 
qiiUlad BOtin afterwards by the African polemics, Vigilius and 

II III the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the Bibles w ere coriccica 
franc, archbishop of Canterbury, and hy Nicolas, n cardinaljtnd rpa of 
Bdmah clmrclq secundum orthodoxam fidem (Wetitem, p. 

84, 85.). Notwithstandinj these correction^ passitge js ati| m 

jtwemy--€ve Utiu MSS. (Wemein ad be.), tlSf oJOfi am) tliq ^ur^at; two 
qaaliyes seldom united, except in manuscfiptf. ^ t 



the editors of the Greek Tottameiit yielded 
their oWo prgodices, or tfiose^ of tlie tiiiTftes + ; and the pioi^ 
fraod^ which was cnibmced with eqsal »eal at Rome and al 
Geaeirai has been infitiitely multipli^ in every countiy 
every language of Modem Europe. 

ITie example of fraud must excite suspicion ; and the speci- 
ous miracles by which the African Catholics have defendeil the 
trutii and justice of their caiuse, may be ascribed, with more 
reason, to their own industry, than to the visible protectioii 
of ' Heaven. Yet the historian, who views this religious con- 
flict with an impartial eye, may condescend to mention one 
preterswitural event, which will ^ify the devout, and surprise 
the incredulous. 1 epasa J, a maritime colony of Mauritania, 
sixteen miles to the east of Csesarea, had been distinguished, 
in every age, by the orthodox zeal of its inhabitants. They 
had braved the fury of the EXonatists § ; they resisted, or elu- 
ded, tlie tyranny of the Arians. The town was deserted on 
die approach of an heretical bishop: most of the inhabitants 
who could procure ships passed over to the coast of Spain ; 
and tlie unhappy remnant, refusing all communion widi the 
usurper, still ‘presumed to hold their pious, but illegal, assem- 
blies. Their disobedience exasperated the cruelty of Huu- 
neric. A military count was dispatched from Carthage to 
Tipasa : he collected the Catholics in the Forum, and in the 
.presence of the whole province, deprived the guilty of their 
right hands and their tongues. But the holy confessors con- 

• The art ^lich the Germans had invented was applied* * * § in Italy to^the pro- 
fane writers of Home and Greece. I'be original Greek of the New Tcfr- 
lament was pnhlished about the same time (A. D. 1514. i5ld. 1550.) by the 
industry of Erasmus, and the munificence of Cardinal Ximenes. The 
Compluteniian Polyglot cost the Cardinal 50,000 ducats. See Mftttaire 
AnhaLT3rpograpli. tom. ii.p. ^ — 8; 155—133.: and Wetstetn, Prolegomena, 
p. 116—157. » » " 

t The three wknesses have been established in our Greek Testaments by 
the prudence of Erasmus ; the honest birotry of the Comphatensian edi- 
tors ; the typographical fraud, or error, ol Robert Stephens m the placing 
a emtehit ; dad* the deltbenite fidsehood, orstrsuige mtsaparebension, of 
Theodore IWaa. » a rr » 

t Piiai. Hist Natural, v. 1. Rmapar. Wei^lkg,p. 15. Cell«i»s, Geo- 
graph. Ahciq. loitt. ii. part ii. j). W. This Tbaea (which wiust not he con- 
fiibhded widi another inNodtidia) was a towm Of soaae note, siaoe Vespa- 
mm etulawttdti with the right ftf T mi ww. 

§ Optatus Milcvitanos de ^hism. ftoimtist I. ii. p. 38*. 



■ Hb HISIOE.t'iW., <A»P# -pall' 

ISUKd to fp^k »itb»ittoB»u«8 f awl this W^e » 
i^Vi(^r, so Mrmf Msvv poblished so histi^^ 00 

peatmition trithia nfterthe ereoA^ "if§nf w,? 

ksrs Victor, *' sbf(«ad dcwbt of the troth, Jet him rejg^t If 
Constantiaople, and listen to Uieolear and perfect IsBjputgf 
1‘ of.^titutus, the subdcstoUt one of these j^orious svifer* 
“ ets, ^fho is now lodged m the palace of the emperor Zepov 
“ and is respected by tlie devout empress.” At CoQStsntir 
nople.w.e are astonished to hod a cool, a learned, and unex* 
ceiAionable witness, without interest, and without pa$skm« 
i^neas of Gaza, a Platonic philospher, lias accurately des* 
cribed his own observations on these African suffer^ ** J, 
“ saw them myself : I heard them speak: I diligently 
‘‘ enquired by what means such an articulate voice cpuld be 
^ formed without any organ of speech : I used my eyes to 
" examine the report of my ears : I opened their mouth, and 
“ saw that the whole tongue Imd been completely tcan awfir 
“by the roots; an operation which the physicians gener^Jy 
“ suppose to he mortal t-” The t»^timony of iEneas of Ga«a 
might be conlirmed by the superfluous evidence of the 
emperor Justinian, in a perpetual edict,; of count Maroellir 
nus, in bis Chronicle of the times ; and of Pope Gregory the 
First, who bad resided at Constantinople, as the minisjau’ «d‘ 
the Roman pontifl'J. They all lived within the compass «f 
a century; and they all appeal to theii personal knowJ«d®q, 
or the public notoriety, for the troth of a miraplc, whiflh ,w^ 
repeated in several instances, displayed oh the greatest 
theatre of the world, and submitted, during a series of years, 
to the calm examination of the senses. This supernatursd 

* Vidor Vitensi*, v. 6. p. Ip. Raiuart, p. (483^487 . 
t.|&uaw t>«wiv in TiwnpMauo- >n hibltodi. P»tntm,.(am. wh- p.Ofil, 
065. He wn» a Christian, and composed lliis .Dialogue (the llteopteaituij) 
PB the asiaortidity of ilie aioul, and the lastuffiption of Ike body ; besides 
twenty<^K«! Epstles, uiU extant. See Caw (Hm- hittewia, p. W.) md 
/Bibia Cmc. totn. i. i).* 

t Jvtuwaii. Codex, 1. Ltit. xsvii.idlwveWs - » CJlirpa. p.ifs, ia Shnsw. 
Temporam Scali^er. Praco;nus,dc Beil. Vandal. I. i. c. 7. Giigfir. 

ni- 3f., ZioBeof thMS<witn<i»eaMwi«w«&ed thoiofiB- 
ber of IM i«3onfittaors, vrhieti f ds«d t*t shttir mon >e)d<BM«Mib«y<i^ 
Twoof .ttow4qwtlii|ir.epe«vb.toiNjMMdaBr^^ 
nunelei»eBi>aiicedbytlie siugidar<MinH><W.^>'h(Q' a^i»d.MMrafBlMii 
be&eeiufUmgtie wwfiBtotta 











ifMl cotmfmd the ji«.«Aif of ilmse, slid of thofie <mfy^ ■ 
%lleve tlkt theif kf^imge wa^ "pure ar# orrh<kfoM 
^ut tie 4Stuhbom ipin^ t>f an Jntidd Jb gtmrderf by secriet, in** 
anapfcion; the Ariati, or Soeinkn^ who has 
setlhtisly f^jecicd the doctrine erf the Trinity, will not be 
•tatken by* the iSost plausifeie evidence of an Athatia^n 
mifacle. * 


The Varidail^ and the Ostro^ths persevered in the prtr^ 
fessioii of Ariattism till the final ruin of the kingdoms which 
they had founded in Africa and Italy. The Barbarmns of 
Gaul submitted to the orthodox dominion of the Franks j 
and Spain was restored to the Catholic church by the volun- 
tary conversion of the Visigoths* ^ 

This salutary revolution * was hastened by the example of 
a royal martyr, whom our calmer reason may style an un- 
grateful rebel. Leovigild, the Gothic monarch of Spainy 
deserved the respect of his enemies, and the love of his 
subjects : the Catholics enjoyed a free toleration, and hi?* 
Arian synods attempted, without much success, to reconcile 
their scruples by abolishing the unpopular rite of a second 
baptism. His eldest son Hermenegild, who was invested by 
his* father with the royal diadem, and the fair principality 
of Bofttica, contracted an honourable and orthodoji alliance 
with a Merovingian princess, the daughter of Sigibert, king 
of Austrnsia, an^^of the famous Bronechild. The beauteous 
Ingundis, who was no more than thirteen years of agkj 
was received, beloved, and persecuted, in the Arian court of 
Toledo ; and her religious constancy was alternately assault- 
ed with blandishments and violence by Goisvintha, ilie 
Gothic queen, who abused the double clniin of maternal 
Jiulhorityf. Incensed by her resistance, Goisvintlia &t'm4 


* See the two general historians of Spain, Mai'iaua (Hiit. da Behiis 
Hispaitiaei tom. i. 1. v. c. — 15. |p* 183—104.) and Perrms (French 
translation, tom. ii. p. 30d— 3470* Mariana almost for^ls that he is t 
Je&ttit, to tlie style and ^irrt of a Roman classic. Ferrem^ ah 

industrious eomptier, reviews his facts^ and rectifits bis chmnolpay; 

+ Golsvtiitha wiiecesiively married two kings of the Visigoihs: Athaiij- 
gild, lo whom llie bm^e Brnaechild* the mother of Ingnndii^ and I^tU 
gild, whpse two soit§ Hermeaegiki and Recare<^ were the issue of a 
aei marriage. 



^CSiMtbo]fcplji}oess^%^ hair^ inhuoiatil; ;da»»h^ 

ii^iitt the groundyi kicked her uH she was covered w|th« 
%looC efid at last gave eiders that she should he i^ripped, 
and thrown into a basoii> or fish^^pond^. l^ve and honour 
night emcite Hermenegild to resent this injurious treatment, 
of his bride ; and he was gradually persuaded that Ingundis 
anflbred for the cause of divine truth, fter leader cdm* 
plaints^ and the weighty arguments of Leander, archbishop 
of Seville, acseomplished hi# conversion ; and the heir of 
the Gothic monarchy was initiated in the Nicene faith by 
the foiemn rites of confirmation f. The rash yoiuli, in- 
ffamed by zeal, and perhaps by ambition, was tempted to 
violate the dpties of a son, and a subject ; and the Catholics 
of Spain, although they cbuld not complain of persecution, 
applauded his pious rebellion against an heretical father. 
The civil war u*as protracted by the long and obstinate 
sieges of Merida, Cordova, and Seville, which had strenu- 
ously espoused the party of Hermenegild. He invited the 
orthodox Barbarians, the Suevi, and the Franks, to the 
dHtruction of his native land : he solicited the dangerous 
aid of the Romans, who possessed Africa, and a part of the 
Spanish coast; and his holy ambassador, the archbishop 
Leander, ejfFectuaHy negociated in person with the Byzantine 
court. But the hopes of the Catholics were crushed by the 
lictive diligence of a monarch who commanded the troops 
and treasqres of Spain ; and the guilty Hermenegild, after 
vain attempts to resist or to escape, was compelled to 
surrender himself into the hands of an incensed father, 
Leovigild was still mindful of that sacred character; and 
the rebel, despoiled of the regal ornaments, was still per- 
mitted, in a decent exile, to profess the Catholic religion. 
His repeated and unsuccessful treasons at length provoked 

• Irittitidia: farorc succensa, adpiehensam per camam capitis puellam 
tn terram conlidit, et diu calcibus vciberatara, ac sanguine cruentatarn, 
jusiit eiKSpoIiairi, et piscinsc iitrmergi. Greg. Turoti. 1. y- c. 89* in 
ij* p, tae. Gregory is one of our best orii»inals for this portion of history. 

t *llb« Catholics who admitted the baptism of heretics, repeated the 
ril^ crtv aa H was afterwards styled, the sacratpent of confirmation, to 
wrihed many tnvMic and marveJIorre prerofpttivei, both visi- 
ble and invisible. Se^Chardon, Hilt. dc« Saeremfpsv tom. i. p. 405— 



indignation tfie dptSW anH^he se^tenc^ ^ 

death, which lie pronounced with apparent reluctance, whs 
priVat^j executed in the tower of' Seville. The ^inflieptlhle 
constancy w ith which he refused to accept the Arian 
munion, as the price of his safety, may excuse the hoppuj;^ 
that have heen paid to the memory of St. Hermeacgllit. 
His wife and infant son were detained by the Romans^ ia 
ignominious captivity: and this domestic misiortuue 
nished the glories of Leovlgild, and enibitteled |be la^t 
inents of his life. , , « « 4 

His sop and successor. Recared, the^ hist Catholiq kipg 
of Spain, had imbibed the faith of his unfor^tjiip^(;^h^*8^^®V 
which he supported with more prudence and succes^^^ 
stead of revolting against his father, Reqared putientjl|; 
pected the hour of his death. Instead of condemning 
memory, he pi^j^usly supposed, that the dyipg monarch ha4 
abjured the errors of Arianism, and recommended ip 
son the conversion of the Gothic nation. iTo accomplish 
that salutary end, Recared convened an asssemhiy of ^hf 
Arian clergy and nobles, declared himself a Catholic, ana 
exhorted them to imitate the example of their prince. K^he 
labbrious interpretation of doubtful texts, or the curious 
pursuit of metaphysical arguments, would have excited ap 
endless controversy ; and the monarch discreetly proposed 
to his illiterate audience two substantial and visible argu- 
ments, the testimony of Earth, and of Heaven. The %art}k 
had submitted to the Nicene synod : ttie Romans, the fiai^ 
barians, and the inhabitants of Spain, unanimously pro-* 
fessed the same orthodox creed ; and the Visigoths resisted, 
almost alone, the consent of the Christian world. A 
sti^oiis age was prepared to reverence, as the testimony of 
Heaven, the preternatural cures, which were performed by 
the skill or virtue of the Catliolie clergy ; baptismal 
fonts of Osset in Boctica’*^, which were spotitaneously te- 

* Osset, or .fulm Constantia, was opposite to SevilU, on ^ 
the Bce^tis (Plia. Hist Natof. lu. 3.J ; a«wl the 
of Gremry of To^rs (Hist Francor. 1- vi. p. 43. p. joore 

(Tedit inan the n^e of Lumtania (de Olcsrla Martyr, c which has 
bfen eagerlv embraced by the vain and superstitious Portuguese (reire^ 
ras. Hist. d’Espagne, tom. ii. p. l66.) ' 
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Ipl" , «I8T<i|‘f FALL , 

each cfn |U| of Eu^* j a^ the miiAr 
idirioe of S^^ila^n of Ton^s, which had aliWdj^ 
»coBver^ the Suevic ^npfeaad people of Galliciaia The 
*t!athplic hiOf encouate^ Mine difficulties on this hn- 
poirtaot tflwnge of the nadona! religion. A conspiracy, se- 
eletly fomented by the qiieen*dowager, was formed against 
hlil^ei and two counts excited a dangerous revolt in the 
Narbdhnele paul. j^MtRccared disarmed the conspirators, 
defeated the rebels, and executed severe jnstice ; which the 
dirians, in their turn, might brand with the reproach of per* 
secntioo. l^ght bishops whose names betray thar Barbaric 
brigin, abjured their errors ; and all t^e books of Arian the> 
'dlbgy Sreit reduced to ashes, with the house in which they 
hiid been purposely collected. The whole body of the Vi- 
a^thS and Suevi were allured or driven into the pale of tlic 
Catholic communion ; the faith, at least of the rising gene- 
rlfion, was fervent and sincere ; and the delout liberality of 
the Barbarians enriched the churches and monasteries of 
Spain. Seventy bishops, assembled in the council of Tor 
|sdo, received the submission of their conquerors ; and tlie 
seal of the Spaniards improved the Nicene creed, by de> 
daring the gpocession of the Holy Ghost, from the Son, as 
well as from the Father ; a weighty po|Dt of doctrine, which 
produced, long afterwvds, the schism of the Greek and 
Larin churches t. The royal proselyte immediately saluted 
and consulted pope Gregory, surnamed the Gmat, a learn- 
ed md holy prelate, whose reign was distinguished by the 
conversion of heretics and infidels. The ambassadors of 
Becared respectfully ofiPered on the threshold of the Vatican 
his rich presents of gold and gems : they accepted, as a lu- 
crative exdfange, the hairs of St. Ji^n tbe B^rist; a 

* This nirsdie was skilfiHly perfermed. An Arian khij; the 
iam, an|ldn| a deep tmuih remid the church, without bdugaile to 
inMtoBpt' the Easter tupfdy of baptinmal water. 

t Perreras (tom. ii. jp. iftoM-ifa. A. D. S&O.) Ins iltustifted the dif- 
feuMai w M di me time and circurostaiieet of the conversion of 

the Soevk' 'fmweve been recently united ha Leovi^d to die Gothic 
"mni. ' . ' 

%<* t tbjMjpNuW'lo the Wceiiei or fadter die CoBstaiftiticpolitau creed, 
wei that flMe In (be Eighth council of ToMOt A. D. dss; but it was 
(ir.dieiMqinlar dibs^rine (Geidrd Vouius, tom. vi. pi ji37. de 



8crape|l from the chains of Si. Peter^. , # 

iThc same Gregcii^^ the spiritual conqueror of Britairii 
courageil the pious Theodelinda, queen of the TLombards, to 
propagate the (HleDe &ith among the vlciorious safagess 
whose recent Christianity was polluted by the Arlan heresy* 
Her devout laboi|» still left room for the industry and suc- 
cess of future missionarfla ; and many cities of Italy were 
still disputed by hostile bishops. But the cause of Arianism 
was gradually suppressed by the \ WB||g ht of truth, of interest, 
and of example; and the controversy, which Egypt bad 
derived from the Platonic school, was terminated, after a 
war of three hundred years, by the final conversion of the 
Lombards of Italy f. 

The first missionaries who preached the gospel to the Bar*- 
barians, appealed to the evidence of reason, and claimed the 
benefit of toleration But no sooner had they established 
their spiritual dominion, than they exhorted the Chnstmn 
kings to extirpate, without mercy, the remains of Roman or 
Barbaric superstition. The successors of Ciovb inflicted one 
hundred lashes on the peasants who refused ta destroy their 
idols ; the crime of sacrificing to the dmmons was punished 
by the Anglo-Saxon laws, with the heavier penalties of im* 
prisonment and confiscation ; and even the wise Alfred 
adopted, as an indispenable duty, the extreme rigour of the 
Mosaic institutions^. But the punishment, and the crime, 
were gradually abolished among a Christian people; the 

* See Gia^r. Magn. 1. vii. epist 1^6, apud Baronium, AuoaL Eedes. 
A. 0. Nu. ts, «6. 

t Faul Waruefrid ^de Gestis Laugobard. L iv. c. 44. p. SSS. edit 
Gr^} allows that Arlaniim still prevailed uadei* the reign of Eoteris 
(A.0. The pious DcacM does not attempt to mark the 

precise aerea of tlie national 6)aversioti, which was aocompltfhed, how- 
ever, before the end of foe seventh century. 

} Ctuorum fide! et conversion] ita coiigratu]||tat esfe rex pc^hUfCtoiv 

ut nullum tamifo ci^ret ad Chrisbantsmum XMioerat eniip, a doc- 

toribus auctortbttsque sue salatis» servibum Chrlsb 00- 

aclibum esse ddb^e* Bed« ficcksiasbc;. t i. c Ufo it /edit 
Smith. , / 

$ See the Hlalarians of Prance, tom. iv. p* U4*; and WHjcifiw t^et 
Angio-Saxonioev. p. 1 1 * SI. Siquit saccificium inuaoiaitefit prasuir ffco 
soli morte moriatur* 

Pa 


enclose a sndt woi^ } ii^ 

that contained some particles of iron which iiad btea 



jal; suspended^ by pro^ 

ignom^ ; 4ipd tjbe ^tolemot spirit^ wbiob cool^ 
« iSiid neither idolatefs njor berettes was reduced to th» perse- 
cution of the Jews. That exiled nation bad founded some 
synagogues in the cities of Gaiil ,* but Spain, since the time 
of Hadrian, was filled with their numerom colonies,*. The 
health which they accumulated by trade, and the manage- 
ment of the finances, invited the pious av^ce of their mas^ 
ters; and tliey might be oppressed |^’Ithouf danger, as they 
had lost the use, and even the remembrance, of arms. Si»c- 
but, a Gothic king, wba reigned in the beginning of the 
seventh century, procee*C at once to the last extremes of 
{Persecution t» I^inety thousand Jews were com|>elled to re- 
ceive the sacrament of baptism ; the fortunes of the obstinate 
ibiidels were confiscated, their bodies were tortured ; and it 
seeuj^ doubtful whether they were permitted to abandon 
their native country. The excessive zeal of the Catholic 
Kihg was moderated, even by the clergy of Spain, who so- 
lemnly pronounced an inconsistent sentence ; f/iaf the sacra- 
ments should not be forcibly imposed; but t/iai the Jews 
had been baptized should be constrained, for the Jtonour 
of (he church, to persevere in the external practice of a re- 
ligion which they disbelieved, and detested. Their frequent 
relapses provoked one of the successors of Sisebut to banish 
the whole nation from his dominions; and a council of To- 
ledo published a decree, that every Gothic king should swear 
to maintain this salutary edict. But the tyrants were unwil- 
ling to dismiss the victims whom they delighted to torture, 
or to deprive themselves of the industrious slaves, over whom 
they might exercise a lucrative oppression. The Jews still 
continued in Spain, under the weight of the civil and eccle- 
siastical laws, which in the same country have been faithfully 

• The Jews prelfUd that they were introduced into Spain by the fleets 
of Solomon, and the arms of Nebiw^adnezzar ; that Hadrian transported 
forty thousand thmities of the tribe of Juda, and ten thousand of the irjljc 
of Benjamin, &c. Basnage, Hist des Juifs, tom* vii. c* 9. p« S40 — 356. 

• t Isidore time archbishop of Seville, mentions, disapproves, and 

cuugratulates, 1^0 zeal of Sisebut (fchron. Goth. p. 728 .\ Baronius ( A^ D. 
614. No. 41 .) ^&igiis the number on the evidence of Aimoin (L 
but the evidence is wcalc, hod I bave not been able to verify the iji^tation 
(Uistomns of France, tom* iii. p. 137 .y 
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transcribed ia the Code of the Iaqutii#a. The Go^o 
kings and bishops at length discovered^ that injuries will 
produce hatred^ and that hatred will find the opportunity of 
revenge. A nation^ thlta^crat^ p|ofefised enetnies of Chris- 
tianity, still multiplietl io^ servitude, and distress; and the 
intrigues of the Jews . proinoted the rapid of the Ara^ 

Wad conquerors** 

As soon as the Barbarians withdrew their powerful support, 
the unpopular heresy of Arias sunk into contempt and obli- 
vion. But the Greeks still retained their subtle and loqua- * 
cious disposition : the establishment of an obscure doctrine 
suggested new questions and new disputes; and it was always 
in the power of an ambitious prelate, or a fanatic monk, to 
violate the peace of the church, and, perhaps, of the empire. 
The historian of the empire may overlook those disputes 
which were confined to the obscurity of schools and synods. 
The Manichseans, who laboured to reconcile the religions o||( 
Christ and of Zoroaster, had secretly introduced themselvel^ 
into the provinces: but these foreign sectaries were involved 
in the common disgrace of the Gnostics, and the Imperial 
laws were executed by the public hatred. The rational opi- 
nions of the Pelagians were propagated from Britain to 
Rome, Africa, and Palestine, and silently expired in the 
superstitious age. But the East was distracted by the Nes- 
torian and Eutychian controversies; which attempted to ex- 
plain the mystery of the^ incarnation, and hastened the ruin 
of Christianity in her native land. These controversies were 
first agitated under tlie reign of the younger Theodosius : but 
tlicir important consequences extend far beyond the limits of 
the present volume. Tlie metaphysical chain of argument, 
the contest of ecclesfasiical ambition, and iheir political in- 
fluence on the decline of the Byzantine empire, may afford 
tin interesting and instructive series of history, from the ge- 
neral councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon, to the conquest of 
the East by the successors of Mahomet. 

• Basnage (tolti.viii. c. 1S> p. SSS— iOO.) faithfully represents the state 
of the Jews; but he mi^t have added from the canons of the Spayi^h 
councils, mud the laws of the many curious circumstancey^ 

sential to mu bjcct, though they are foreign to mine. ^ 




CHAP, xxxvijrr. 

^gn and Comfersion af Fteiaries aver the 

manni, Burgundians, and Fisigoihs.^ Establishment oj' the 
French Monarchy in GauL — Laws of the Barbarians,-^ 
State of the Ramans,— -The Visigoths of Spain.— Conquest 
of Britain by the Saxons. 

The Gauls*, who impatiently supported die Homan yoke* 
received a memorable lesson from one of the lieutenants of 
Vespasian* whose weighty sense has been refined and 
pressed by the genius of Tacitus f. The protection of the 

republic has delivered Gaol from internal discord £^nd fo- 
reign invasions. By the loss of national independence* 
yon have acquired the name and privileges of Koman ci- 
tizetis« You enjoy* in common with ourselves, the perma-* 
** mnt benefits of civil government; and your remote situ- 
atioD is less exposed to the accidental mischiefs of tyranny. 
** Instead of exercising the rights of conquest, we have been 
contented to impose such tributes as are requisite for your 
^ own preservation. Peace cannot be secured without ar- 
mies ; and armies must be supported at the expence of the 
people. It is for your sake* not for our own, that we 
guard the barrier of tlie Rhine against the ferocioiw Ger^ 
** mans, who have so often attempted* and who will always 
desire, to exchange the solitude of their woods and mo- 
rasses for the wealth and fertility of Gaul, The fall of 
Home would be t^tal to the provinces; and you would b^ 

buried in the ruins of that mighty fabric* nihiob has been 

% 

* In this chapter 1 slmll draw my quotations from the Recueil del H]»> 
toriens* des Gauics ct de la France* Paris* 1738—1767. in deven volumes 
in folio. By the labour of Dom. Bouquet* and the otbet BeoedictiiM^* all 
tile original testknonies* as far as A. D« 10^* are disposed im cllKsd«iokki<!3d 
orn^y and illitstrated with learned notes* Such a natic^al wofle* which 
wililw continued to the year l5q<V might provoke our emidatinUf 
f Tfcit. Hist. iv. 73* 74, in tpm- h 445*. To diridze would 

Indeed he presumptuous : hut I may sdect the general ideas which he ap- 
plies io dw present state and future revolutions of Caul. 


Mid wUcbmtif 

" Your ia»gift8iy fi«ed^ would bejnsolted sod dpfwewed 
by a« savage master; and tlje expalsiou of the Romans 
would be succeeded by the etei;nal hostilities of the Bar' 
harian conquerors*.'^ ^ This salutary advice was accepted, 
4^1^ this strengp prediction was accomplished, la the space 
pf Ibur hundred yearsi the h^rdy Gauls^ who had encoun- 
tered the anps of Caesar, were imperceptibly melted into the 
geperat mass of citizens and subjects: the Western empire 
was dissolved ; and the Germans, who had passed the Rhine, 
jSercely contended for the possession of Gaul, and excited 
the contempt, or abhorrence, of its peaceful and polished 
inhabitants. With that conscious pride which the pre-emi- 
nence of knowledge and luxury seldom fails to inspire, they 
derided the hairy and gigantic savages of the North; iheir 
rustic manneia, dissonant joy, voracious appetite, and their 
liorrid appearance, equally disgusting to the sight and to the 
smell. The liberal studies were still cultivated in the schools 
of Autun aud Bourdeaux ; and the language of Cicero and 
Virgil was familiar to the Gallic youth. Their ears were 
astonished by the harsh and unknown sounds of the Oern 
manic dialect, and they ingeniously lamented that the trem- 
bling muses fled from the harmony of a Burgundian lyre. 
The Gauls were endowed with all the advantages of art and 
nature ; but as they wanted courage to defend them, they 
were justly condemned to obey, |iid even to flatter, the vic- 
torious Barbarians, by whose clemency they held their pre- 
carious fortunes, and their lives +. 

As soon asOdoacer had extinguished the Western empire^ 
he sought the friendship of the most powerful of the Barba> 
rian^. The new sovereign of Italy resigned to Eurje, king 
pf^the Vjsigoths, all fha Roman con(|ue$ts beyond the Alps, 
as far as the Rhine and the Ocean : and the senate might 

* Eadem temper causa Cermanis tramceodendi In Oallfas libido atque 
ayarlttas et nUitandte sedit amor ; ut relictts patudibus et soiitudinibus tnis» 
fecundtssimum hoc solum votque ipsot potsiderent . • « Nam pubis Ro* 
xnaob ^id almd ouain bella omnium inter se gentium exsistent? 

t SSJqnius Apoiltnaris rtdiculett, whb affected wit and pleatantr}', the 
hqraship* of hts dtuation (Cartn. xH. in tom. i. p. SI 1.). 

t de Bell. Gotbico, I, i. c. Jt. in min. ii. p. .51. The 

character of (Sroudi inclmet me to believe, that be )»l not fumtituted the 
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iiiirk #i« libemf gifi mtb some ostentation ofpowef, stiS 
without any real loss of revenue or dominion. The lawful 
pretenmoiis of Euric %ere justified by ambition and Success ; 
and the Gpthitj nation mi|^t aspire, under his ebbmand, to 
the monareby of Spain and Gaol. ^Arles and Marseilles sur- 
rendered to his arms ; he oppressed the freedom of AuVergne ; 
and 4he bishop condescended to porchase his recal from exile 
by a tribute of fust, but reluctant, praise. Sidonius waited 
before the gates of the ilakce among a crowd of atnbasi^brs 
and suppliants; and their various business at the court of 
Boardeaux attested the power, and the renown, of the king 
of the Visigoths. The lleruH of the^ distant ocean, who 
painted their naked bodies with its casrulean colour, implored 
his protection ; and the Saxons respected the maritime pro- 
vinces of a prince, who was destitute of any naval force. The 
tall Burgundians submitted to his authority ; tior did bb re- 
store the captive Franks, till he had imposed bn that fiered? 
nation the terms of an unequal peace. The Vandals 5f Africa 
cultivated his useful friendship ; and the Ostrogoths of Pan- 
nontawere supported by his powerfufaid against thcoppres- 
tiod of the neighbouring Huns. The North (such are the 
lofty strains of the poet) was agitated, or appeased, by the nod 
of Euric ; the great king of Persia consulted the oracle of 
the Vilest ; and the aged god of the Tyber was protected by 
the swelling genius of tl>e Garonne*^. The fortune of nations 
has often depended on actlidents ; and France may ascribe 
her greatness to the premature death of the Gothic king, at 
a time when his son Alaric was an helpless infant, and his 
adversary Clovis f an ambitious and valiant youth. 

While^bilderic, the father of Clovis, lived an exile in Ger- 
many, he was hospitably entertained by the queen, as well as 
by the king, of the Thuringians. After his restoration, Bgsina 

IfhinefoT the TUi^ne (llbt. Gothonim, p. 175.) without the authority of 
some MS, 

^ Sidonius, I. viti. epist. S. In tom. i. p. 800. Jomandes (dd ftebus 
Geticis, c, 47. p. 680.) jUiitifies, in some measure, dtis portrait of the 
Gofikfe hero. 

1 1 Ose the ftmiliar appellation of Ciotis, from the Latin Chlod& 0 €cius^ 
or Ckhd<iV4euf, But toe €h evpresses only the German aspiration ; and 
fhe%ud name Is not dKlerent from or £mt (tfte* de l'Acade* 

mfedio loin. im. p.6i.)« ‘ 
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e^oaped her bu^mad'g bed to the of 
freely declarmg^ diat if sbe bad known a man wtser^ sif#nger 
or morc^beaatifulj than Childeric^ that man should have been 
the object of her preference, Clovis was the offspring of 
this voluntary union ; andj when he was no more than fifteen 
years of age, he succeeded, by his father's death, to tfie com-' 
maud of the Salian tribe. The narrow limits of his kingdom f 
wofe coafioed to the island of the BatiArians, with theanoieut 
dioceses of Tournay and Arras J ; and at the baptism of Clo- 
vis^ the number of bis warriors could not exceed five thou-" 
sand. The kindred tribes of the Franks, who had seated 
themselves along the Belgic rivera, the Scheld, the Meuse, 
the Moselle, and the Rhine, were governed by their inde- 
pendent kings, of the Merovingian race; the equals, the 
allies, and sometimes the enemies, of the Salic prince. But 
the Germans, who obeyed, in peace, the hereditary jurisdic- 
tion of their chiefs, were free to follow the standard of a. 
popular and victorious general ; and the superior merit of 
Clovis attracted the respect and allegiance of the national 
confederacy. When he first took the field, he had neither 
gold and silver in his coffers, nor wine and corn in hismaga- 
zines§: but he imitated the example of Caesar, who, in the 
same country, had acquired wealth by the sword, and pur- 
chased soldiers with the fruits of conquest. After each suc^ 
cessful battle or expedition, the spoils were accumulated in 
one common mass; every warrior received his proportionable 
share, and the royad prerogative submitted to the equal regu- 
lations of military law. The untamed spirit of the Barbarianjl 

* Gr^g. Turon. 1. ii, c, 12. in tom. i. p. 168. Basina speaks the hnguage 
of nature ; the Franks, ivho bad seen her in their voatb, mi^t conven»e 
with Gregory in their old age; and the bishop of Tours could not wish to 
defime the mother of the first Chriltian kii^. 

t The AbW Dubos (Hist. Critique de I'Etablissemcnt de la Monarchic 
Fran9ois dans les Oaules, tom. i. p. 630—650.), has the merit of defining 
the primitive kingdpm of Clovis, and of ascertaining the genuine Bumb^ 
of bts suljects. 

I E«c}<»iam iticultam ac negligentid civium Big^orum praeienubiam, 
vimiiiini ctaiitate oppletam, &c. Vit. St. Vedastl, tis tom, iii. p* 

Tub description supposes that Arras was possessed by the Paga«|s» many 
years befisre die baptism of Clov». # . 

^ Gregory of Tours (L v. c. i . in tom* ii. p. 232.) contrasts the poverty 
of Clovif witli iitt weahh of bis grandsons. Yet Remigtus (in tom. iv. p» 
52.) meutioQihbis^ as sufikietit for die redMptkm of calves* > 

Vol.V, Q 
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idiil tittglit t6 tickn^ov^ibdge the advantjiges of regular disti* 
At th^ atinual review of the month of March, thoir 
arm« wer^ diligently Inspected ; and when they trav^nted a 
peaceful territoYy, they were prohibited from touching a 
M&d^ 6f grass. The justice of CloVis was inexorable ; and 
hit careless or disobedient soldiers were punished with in- 
stant death. It would be superfluous to praise the valour of 
a'Frank : but the valour of Clovis was directed by cool and 
consummate prddencef. In all his transactions with man- 
kind, he calculated the weight of interest, of passion, and of 
opinion; and his measures were sometimes adapted to the 
sanguinary manners of the Germans, and sometimes mode- 
rated by the milder genius of Rome and Christianity. He 
intercepted in the career of victory, since he died in t]ie 
forty-fifth year of his age : but he had already accomplished, 
in a reign of thirty years, the establishment of the French 
monarchy in Gaul. 

The first exploit of Clovis was the defeat of Syagrius, the 
son df JEgidius; and the public quarrel might, on this oc- 
casion, be inflamed by private resentment. The glory of the 
father still insulted the Merovingian race ; the power of the 
sbn might excite the jealous ambition of the king of the 
Franks. Syagrius inherited, as a patrimonial estate, the city 
and diocese of Soissons: the desolate remnant of the second 
Belgic, Rheims and Troyes, Beauvais and Amiens, would 
nkturally submit to the count or patrician J ; and after the 
dissolution of the Western empire, he might reign with the 
title, or at least with the authority, of king of the Romans 

^ See Gregory (1. ii. c. 27. 87. in tom. ii. p. 175. 181, 182.). The famous 
story* of the vase of Soissons explains both the power and the character of 
Cloris. As a point of controversy, it has hJjen strangely tortured by 
Boulainvt fliers, Diibos, and the other political antiquarians. 

t The duke of Nivernois, a noble statesman, who has managed weighty 
and dedicate negociations, ingeniously illustrates (Mem. de I’Acad. dcs 
jhserlpdhns, tom. xx, p. 147—184 ) tne political system of Clovisi 


c^Solssons, p. t78*-^«26i^ bas acccurately define<l tlie nature and extent 
^f;%f kin^ni of Syagrmsi, and hw father; but he too readily allowfi the 
sljAievidence of Dubos (to^. ii. p. 54—57.) to deprive him of Beauvais 

aii^Au|ieo»* ' ^ ^ ’ ;■ 

J l may observe that FredepriuSt in his Epitome of Gregory of Tours 
p* wilifituted the name of PatrJiius ii^r the 

incredible title of lUt Botnanorum, 
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Aft R Romap, be had bee^ educated in the hbera], ft,tQ4i^s 
irhetoricaad Jurisprudence; but he was engaged hy accident 
and pdicj in the familiar use of the Germanic idio^n* The 
independent Barbarians resorted to the tribunal of a stranger, 
who possessed the singular talent, of explaining, in their 
live tongue, the dictates of reason and equity. The diligence 
and affability of their judge rendered him popular, the im- 
partial wisdom of his decrees obtained their voluntary obe^ 
dicuce, and the reign of Syagrius over the Franks and Bar- 
guudiaiis, seemed to revive the original institution of civi^ 
society*. In the midst of these peaceful occupations, Sy- 
agrius received, and boldly accepted, the hostile defiance of 
Clovis; who challenged his rival in the spirit, and almost in 
the language, of chivalry, to appoint the day, and the fieldf^ 
of^ battle. In the time of Csesar, Soissons would have poured 
forth a body of fifty thousand horse ; and such an army might 
have been plentifully supplied with shields, cuirasses, and 
military engines, from the three arsenals, or manufactures of 
the city J. But the courage and numbers of the Gallic youth 
were long since exhausted ; and the loose bands of volun- 
teers, or mercenaries, who marched under the standard of 
Syagrius, were incapable of contending with the national 
valour of the Franks. It would be ungenerous, without 
some more accurate knowledge of his strength 'and re- 
sources, to condemn the rapid flight of Syagrius, who escaped, 
after the loss of a battle, to the distant court of Thoulouse. 
The feeble minority of Alaric could not assist, or protect, an 
unfortunate fugitive; the pusillanimous! Goths were intimi- 


• Sidoiiius (I. V. epist. 5. in tom. i. p. 794 ), who stiles him the Solon t 
the Anipbion of the Barliariuns, addresses this imaginary king in the tone 
of friendship and equality. From such offices of arbitration, the crafty 
Dejoccs bad raised himself to die throne of the Medes (Uerodot. 1. i. c. 
DC— 100.). 

t Campum sibi praeparari jussit. M. Diet (p. 226—251) has diligently 
ascertained this field ot battle, at Nogent, a Benedictine abbey, about ten 
miles to the north of Soissons. 'Fhe ground was marked by a circle of 
Pagan sepulchres ; and Clovis bestowed the adjacent lands of Leuilly and 
Cou^ on the church of Rheims. 

J See Csesar. Comment de Bell. Gallic, ii. 4. in tom. i. p. 220. and the 
Notitiae. tom. f. p. 126. The three Fabrira of Soissons were, Svutarm, 
Baiistnria, and CUnabarin. I'he last supplied the complete armour of the 
heavy ebirassiers. 

^ The epithet must be confined to the circumstances ; and history can- 

Q2 
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hy tbe^menaces of Claris ; and the Roman king, after 
W ffhoFt eonfibetnettii was delivered into the hands of the 
execntioncr. The Belgtc cities surrendered to the Iting of 
the Franks; and his dominions were enlarged towards the 
East by the ample diocese of Tongres*, which Clovis sub- 
dued in the tentli year, of his reign. 

' The name of the Alemanni has been absurdly derived from 
their imaginary settlement on the banks of the Leman lakef. 
That fortunate district^ from tlie lake to Avenche^ and Mount 
Jura^ was occupied by the Burgundians j:. The northern 
parts of Helvetia had indeed been subdued by the ferocious 
Alemanni^ who destroyed with their own hands the fruits of 
their conquest. A province, improved and adorned by the 
arts of Rome, was again reduced to a savage wilderness; and 
some vestige of the stately Vindonissa may still be discovered 
in the fertile and populous valley of the Aar From the 
source of the Rhine, to its conflux with the Mein and the 
Moselle, the formidable swarms of the Alemanni commanded 
either side of the river, by the right of ancient possession, or 
Tecent victory. They had spread themselves into Gaul, over 
the modern provinces of Alsace and Lorraine; and their bold 
invasion of the kingdom of Cologne summoned the Salic 


not juftify the French prejudice of Gregory (I. ii. c. 27. in tom. ii. p. 175.) 
ut (jotborum pavere mof cst. 

• Dubos has satisfied me (tom. i. p. 277—286.) that Gregory of Tours, 
bit transcribers, or his readers, have repeatedly confounded the German 
kingdom of T^huringia, beyond the Rhine, and the Gallic ci/y of Tongris^ 
on the Meuse, which was more anciently the country of the Eburones, and 
more recently the diocese of Liege. 

t Populi liabitantes juxta Lemnnnnum latum, Alemantn dicuntur. Ser- 
vius, ad Virgil. Georgic. iv. 278. Dom. Boucpiet (tom. i. p. 817 ) has 
only alleged the more recent and corrupt text of Isidore of Seville. 

J Gregory of Tours sends St. Lupicinus inter ilia Jureusis deserti se- 
crets, quas, inter Burgundiam Alamanniamque sita, Aventicae adjacent 
dvitati, in tom. t. p. &8. M. de Wattevilie (Hist de la Conaideratiqn 
Helveiique, tom. i. p* 0, 10 ) has accurately defined the Helvetian limits 
of the dutchy of Alemannfa, and the Tranjurane Burgundy. They were 
commensurate with the dioceses of Constance and Avenche, or Lauaanne, 
and are still discriminated, in modern Switieriand, by the use of the Ger- 
snan, or French, language. .... 

$ See GuUUman. & ^bus Helveticis, I i. c. 3. p* 11,12. Within the 
ancteiH walls of Vindonissa, the castle of Habsburgh, the of Ko- 
n^^sfield, and the town of Bruck, have successively arisen, The pbilo. 
sophio travelier may compare the monuments of Roman conquest, of 
feudal or Austrian tjrranny, or monkish superstition, and of Inaustriops 
If he be truly a philosopher, he will applaud the merit and 
happiness of his own times* 
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ptince to the defence of his Ripuarian allies/ Clovis eneoun* 
tered the invaders of Gaul in the plain of Tolbiac, about 
liventyifoor miles from Cologne; and the two fiercest na- 
tions of Germany were mutually animated by the memory 
of past exploits, and the prospect of future greatness# The 
Franks, after an obstinate struggle, gave way ; and the Ale- 
manni, raising a shout of victory, impeiitoiisly presseM their 
retreat. But the battle was restored by the valour, the cpn^ 
duct, and perhaps by the piety of Clovis ; and the event of 
the bloody day decided for ever the alternative of empire or 
servitude. The last king of the Alemanni was slain in the 
field, and his people were slaughtered and pursued, till they 
threw down their arms, and yielded to the mercy of the con- 
queror. Without discipline it was impossible for them to 
rally; they Jiad contemptuously demolished the walls and 
fortifications which might have protected their distress ; and 
they were followed into the heart of their forests, by an ene- 
my, not less active, or intrepid, than themselves. The great 
Theodoric congratulated the victory of Clovis, whose sister 
Albofleda the king of Italy hud lately married ; but he mildly 
interceded with his brother in favour of the suppliants and 
fugitives, who had implored his protection. The Gallic ter- 
ritories, which were possessed by the Alemanni, became the 
prize of their conqueror ; and the haughty nation, invincible, 
or rebellious, to the arms of Rome, acknowledged the sove- 
reignty of the Merovingian kings, who graciously permitted 
them to enjoy their peculiar manners and institutions, under 
the government of official, and, at length, of hereditary 
dukes. After the conquest of the Western ptovinces, the 
Franks alone maintained their ancient habitations beyond 
the Rhine. They gradually subdued, and civilized, the ex- 
hausted' countries, as far as the Elbe, and the mountains of 
Bohemia; and the peace of Europe was secured by the obe- 
dience of Germany / 

* Gregory of Tours (I. ii. SO. 37. in tom. ii. p. 176, 177. ISsA, the 
C^sta Fraucorum (in tom. ii. p. 551.) and the epistle of Theodorjc (Cas- 
siodor. Variar. I# ii. c. 41. in tom. iv. p. 4.), represent the def^t of the 
Alemanni. Some of their tribes settled in Hhastia, under the ^otcction 
of Theodoric ; whose successors ceded their colony and thei^ountry to 
the grandson of Clovis. The state* of the Alemanni under the^ferovingian 
kings, may be seen in M^cou (Hist, of the Ancient Gern^i^f ^ 
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Till the thirtieth year of his age, Clovis coutinwed to wot^ 
ship the gods of his ancestors*. His disbelief, or rather 
disregard, of Cliristianity, might encourage him tor^ pillage 
with less remorse the clmrchcs of an ho.'*'»tile territory ; but 
his subjects of Ciaul enjoyed the free exercise of religious 
warship ; and the bislmps entertained a more favourable 
hope of the idolater, than of the heretics. The Merovin- 
gian prince had contracted a fortunate alliance with the fair 
Clotilda, the niece of the king of Burgundy, who, in the 
midst of an Ajiaii court, was educated in the profession of 
the Catholic faith. It was lier interest, as well as her duty, 
to atchieve ihe conversion t of a Pagan husband ; and Clovis 
insensibly listened to the voice of love and religion. He 
consented (perhaps such terms had been previously stipu- 
lated) to the baptism of his eldest son ; and though the sud- 
flen death of the infant excited some superstitious fears, be 
was persuaded, a second time, to repeat the dangerous ex- 
periment. In the distress of the battle of 1 olbiac, Clovis 
loudly invoked the god of Clotilda and the Christians; and 
victory disposed him to hear, with respectful gratitude, the 
elucjuent:{: Remigius§, the bishop of Rheims, who forcibly 
displayed the temporal and spiritual advantages of his con- 
version, The king declared himself satisHed of the truth of 

Annotitfon xxxvi.) and Guilliman (dcReb. Helvet. 1. ii. c. 10 — 12 . p, 
7 $?■— HO.) . 

• Clotilda, or rather Crepjory, supposes tliat Clovis worshipj)ed the 
pods of (i recce and Rome. 'The fact is incredible, and the mistake only 
shews Ik)w completely, in less than a century, the national religion of the 
Franks had been alKilishcd, and even forgotten. 

t Gregory of Tours relates the marriage and conversion of Clovis 
(1. ii. c. 28— ^^1. in tom. ii. p. 175 — 178.). Even Fredegarius, or the 
nameless Epiiomizcr (in torn. ii. p. H98 — 400.). the author of ike Gesta 
Francorum (in tom. ii. p. .*>48 — .552.), and Aimoin liimself (I. i. c, IS. in 
tom. iti. p* S7 — 40 ), may he beard vvitliout disdain. Tradition might 
long preserve some curious circumstances of these important transactions. 

J A traveller who returned fi-oni Rheiras to Auvergne, had stolen a 
copy of his Declamations from the secretary or bookseller of the mode^ 
aii^hhishop (Sidonius ApoUinar. 1. ix. epist. 7.). Four epistles of Remi- 
which are still extant (in tom. iv. p. 51, 52, 53 ), do not correspond 
iviih'lhe splendid praise of Sidonius. 

$ iMMCtnar, one of the successors of Remigius, A. p. 845— iS82.), has 
fompos'fed his life (in tom. iii. p..W — S80.). The ahtimrity of ancient 
MSS. ofuhe church of Rheini4 might inspire some confidence, which is 
destroyedX however, by the selfish and audacious fictions of Ilincmar. It 
is remaricau^* enough, that Remiglus, who was consecrated at the age of 
twenty-two KA. p. 457 ), filled the Episcopal chair seventy-four years. 
(Pugi Critica,\n Baron, tom. ii. p. 384. 572.)* 
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tfic Catholib fkith; and the political reasons which might 
hav^ suspended his public profession, were removed by the 
devout •or loyal acclamations of the Franks, who shewed 
themselves alike prepared to follow their heroic leader, to 
the field of battle, or to the baptismal font. The important 
ceremony w^as performed in the cathedral of Hht*ims, with 
every circumstance of magnificence and solemnity, that 
could impress an awful sense of religion on thC' minds of its 
rude proselytes*. The new Constantine was immediately 
baptised, with three thousand of his warlike subjects ; and 
their example was imitated by the remainder of the gent/e 
Barhariam, who, in obedience to the victorious prelate, 
adored the cross which they had burnt, and burnt the idols 
which they had formerly adored f . The mind of Clovis was 
susceptible of transient fervour : he was exasperated by the 
pathetic tale of the passion and death of Christ; and, in- 
stead of weighing the salutary consequences of that myste- 
rious sacrifice, he exclaimed, wnth indiscreet fury> ‘‘ Had I 
been present at the head of my valiant Franks, I would 
have revenged his injuries if.” But the savage conqueror 
of Gaul was incapable of examining the proofs of a religion, 
which depends on the laborious investigation of historic evi- 
dence, and speculative theology. He was still more inca- 
pable ot‘ feeling the mild iufiuence of the (lospel, which per- 
suades and purifies tlie heart of a genuine convert. His 
ambitious reign was a perpetual violation of moral and Chris- 
tian duties; his hands were stained with blood, in peace as 
well as ill war ; and, as soon as Clovis had dismissed a synod 
of the Galilean church, he calmly assassinated alt'ihe princes 

• A phial (the fsamte A mpoullc) of holy, or rather celestial oil, was / 
broii|>ht (lowu by a white dove, fur the baptism of Clovis, and it is stdl used./ 
and renewed, in the coronation of the Kings of I'rance. fJincmar 
aspired to the primacy of Gaul) is the first author of this fable (in 
iii. p. d77.)» whose slight foundations the Ablie de Vertot (Memoires/rie 
TAcadenaic des Inscriptions, tom. ii. p. 610 — 0.>3.) hai> undermined, /with 
profound respect and consummate dexterity. / 

t Mitis depone cplla, Sicarnber : adora quod incendisti, incende quod 
adorasti. Greg, T'uroii. I. ii. c. 31. in tom. ii. p, 177* / 

^ Si ego ibidem cum Francis meis fuissem, injurias ejiis vityQicassem- 
T his rash expression, which Gregory has prudently concealjw, is cclc- 
htalod by Fredegarius (Epitotn. c. at. in tom. il. p. 400.), ^moin (1. i* 
c. 16. in lonn iii. p. 40,)i and the Chroniques de St. Denys X i. c. In 
ruin. ni. p. 171 .), as an udmiiabie effusion of Christian zeah/ 
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of" the Merovingian race^. Yet the king ol t)ie Franker 
might sincerely worship the Christian God» as a Being more 
excellent and powerful tlmn his national deitiat ; and the 
signal ddivcrance and victory of Tolbiac encouraged Clovis 
to confide in the future protection of riie XiOrd of Hosts* 
Martin, the most popular of the saints, bad filled the 
Western world with the fame of those miracles, which were 
incessantly performed at his Imly sepulchre of Tours. His 
visible or invisible aid promoted the cause of a liberal and 
orthodox prince ; and the profane remark of Clovis himself, 
that St. Martin was an expensive friend f, need not be in- 
terpreted as the symptom of any permanent, or rational, 
scepticism. But earth, as well as heaven, rejoiced in the 
conversion of the Franks. On the memorable day, when 
Clovis ascended from the baptismal font, he alone, in the 
Christian world, deserved the name and prerogatives of a. 
Catholic king. The emperor Anastasias entertained some 
dangerous errors concerning the nature of the divine incar- 
nation; and the Barbarians of Italy, Africa, Spain, and 
Gaul, were involved in the Ariau heresy. The eldest, or 
rather the only son of the church, was acknowledged by the 
clergy as their lawful sovereign, or glorious deliverer; and 
the arms of Clovis were strenuously supported by the zeal 
and favour of the Catholic faction 
Under the Roman empire, the wealth and jurisdiction of 
the bishops, their sacred character, and perpetual office, 
their numerous dependants, popular eloquence, and provincial 
assemblies, had rendered them always respectable, and some- 
times dangerous* Their influence was augmented with the 

I ii. c. 40 — 43. in tom. ii. p. 18S — 185.), after coolly relal- 
! crimes, and affected remorse, of Clovis, concludes, per- 
lly, with a lesson, wbicb ambition will never bear; *• Hi& 

. obiit.” 

othic victory* Clovis made rich offcrinpjs to St. Martin of 
bed to redeem his war-horse by tlw gift of one hundred 
but the cijchantcil steed could not move from tlie stable 
Uis redemption had been doubled. I'his miracle provoked 
aim, Vere B. MartinuH est bonus in auxilio, sefi evua i|i 
^ancorum, in tom. it. p. 654. 555.). 
tie from pope Anastasius to the royal convert (in tom* ij* 
ritus, bishop of Vienna, addressed Clovis on the ^tne suh- 
id many of the Latin bishops would assume him of their 
cht. 
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progress of superstition, and tlie establishmeiit of tW Frencli 
moniiVchy may, in some degree, be ascribed t6 the firm 
anCe oP an hundred prelates, who reigned in the discontent- 
ed, or independent, cities of Gaul. The slight fbnitdiitidns 
of the Arnmrkan republic had been repeatedly shakett, or 
overthrown ; but the same people still guarded their do- 
mestic freedom ; asserted the dignity of the Roman name ; 
and bravely resisted the predatory inroads, and regular 
tacks, of Clovis, who laboured to extend his cbnquests ffoih 
the Seine to the Loire. Thehr successful opposition intro- 
duced an equal and honoui^able union. The Franks esteemed 
the valour of the Armoricans^, and the Armoricans were 
reconciled by the religion of the Franks. The military force 
which had been stationed for the defence of Gaul, consisted 
of one hundred different bands of cavalry or infantry; arid 
these troops, while they assumed the title and privileges 6f 
Roman soldiers, were renewed by an incessant supply of ithe 
Barbarian youth. The extreme fortifications, and scattetbd 
fragments, of the empire, were still defended by their hope- 
less courage. But their retreat was intercepted, and their 
communication was impracticable : they were abandoned b} 
the Greek princes of Constantinople, and they piously dis 
claimed all connection with the Arian usurper^ of Gat 
They accepted, without shame or reluctance, the generr 
capitulation, which was proposed by a Catholic hero; 
this spurious, or legitimate, progeny of the Roman legi 
was distinguished in the succeeding age by their arms, 
ensigns, and their peculiar dress and institutions. Bi' 
national strength was increased by these powerful ar 
luiitary accessions; and the neighbouring kingdoms ( 
the numbers, as well as the spirit, of the Franks. ' 
duction of the Northern provinces of Gaul, instead 
decided by the chance of a single battle, appearf 
been slowly effected by the gradual operation o' 
treaty ; and Clovis acquired each object of his am 

• Instead of the A^?opv;^», an unknown people, who no' 
text of Procopius, Hadrian de Valois has restored the prof 
this easy correction has been almost unive 
Yet an Unprejudiced reader would naturally suppose, 
means to describe a tribe of Germans in the alliance of ’ 
confederacy of Gallic cities, which had revolted from th 
VoL. V. R 
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iucit) or 8ueh concessions, as were adequate to its 

real vabe. Jih savage character, and the virtues of Henry 
IV . suggest llie most opposite ideas of hotnan natr.rc : yet 
some resembiatice may be found in the situation of two 
princes, who conquered France by their valour, tbeit policy, 
and the merits of a seasonable conversion *. 

The kingdom of the Burgundians, which was defined by 
the course of two Gallic rivers, the Saone and the Riidne, 
extended from the forest of Vosges to the Alps and the sea 
of Marseilles f. The sceptre was in the hands of Gundobald, 
That valiant and ambitious prince bbd reduced the number 
.of royal candidates by the death of two brothers, one of 
whom was the father of Clotilda but his imperfect pru- 
dence still permitted Godegesil, the youngest of his brothers, 
to possess the dependent principality of Geneva. The Ariau 
monarch was justly alarmed by the satisfaction, and the 
hopes, which seemed to animate his clergy and people, after 
the conversion of Clovis ; and Gundobald convened at Lyons 
,an assembly of his bishops, to reconcile, if it were possible, 
♦ilcir religious and political discontents. A vain conference 
was ugitated between the two factions. The Arians upbraided 
the Catholics with the worship of three Gods; the Catholics 
'efended' their cause by theological distinctions ; and the 
ual arguments, objections, and replies, were reverberated 
ih obstinate clamour; till the king revealed his secret ap- 
heusoqs, by an abrupt but decisive question, which he 

Su imprtrtant digression of Procopius (dc Bell. Gothic. 1. i, c. 1^. 

1 . ii. p, 29 — ,5G.) illuhtrates the origin of the French monarchy, Yet 
observe, 1. That the Greek historian betrays an inexcusable igna- 
^ the geography of the W est. 8. That these treaties and privileges, 
»ouIa leave some lasting traces, are totally invisible in Gregory of 
ie Salic laws, &c. 

utu circa Rhodamim aut Ararim cum prorincia Massiliepsi rer 
Gi'fjg, Turon. I, ii, c. in tom. ii. p. 178. The proviiicc of 
as fiif as the Durance, was afterwards ceded to the Ostrogoths : 
inures of tweiiiy.five bishops are supposed to represent the 
Burgundy, A. D. 519, (Concil, Eixion. iu tom. iv* p. 10^, 
I wmdd except Vindonisia. I'be bistiop, who lived under 
"unanni, would naturdly resort to the synods of the next 
donv M^fjeou (ip bis four first annotad<>Pft) has explained 
inces tp the Burgundian niopprclty^ 

pf the Geriuiin*# xi. 10.), who very reasonably disjtrusts 
Gi'egOi'y of Tours, has brocluced a passage fropv Avitus 
rove that Gundobaloafiected to deplore me tragic ovenL 
i a^gted to appliiud. 



OP TflE ROMAK 

to the orthodox bishops* If you truly ptofe^ 
the Chmiian reUgion^ why do you Bot restrain the king iof 
the franks? He has declared war against me^ and foiins 
** alliances^ with my enemies for my destruction. A san* 
** gutnary and covetous mind is not the symptom of a sin« 
cere conversion: let him shew his faith by bis a'orlts.^’ 
The answer of Avitus, bishop of Viennai who spoke in 
the name of Ids brethren^ was delivered with the voice and 
countenance of an angel. We are ignorant of the mo- 
** tiires and intentions of the king of the Franks: but we 
are taught by scripture, that the kingdoms which abandon 
the divine law, are frequently subverted ; and that enc- 
mies will arise on every side against those who have made 
** God their enemy. Return, with thy people, to the law 
of God, and he will give peace and security to thy domi- 
^ nions.” The king of Burgundy, who was not prepared to 
accept the condition, which the Catholics considered as 
essential to the treaty, delayed and dismissed the ecclesias- 
tical conference; after reproaching his bishops, that Clovis, 
their friend and proselyte, had privately tempted the allegi- 
ance of hk^ brother*. 

The allegiance of his brother was already seduced; and 
the obedience of Godegesil, who joined the royal standard 
with the troops of Geneva, more effectually^ promoted the 
success of tl»e conspiracy. While the Franks and Burgun*- 
dians contended with equal valour, his seasonable deseniori 
decided the event of the battle; and as Gundobald w^as 
faintly supported by ilie disaffected Gauls, he yielded to the 
arms of Clovis, and hastily retreated from the field, which 
appears to have been situate between Langres and Dijon. 
He distrusted the strength of Dijon, a quadrangular fortress, 
encompassed by two rivers, and by a wail ti^rty feet hi^h, 
and fifteen thick, with four gates, and thirty-three towerif t : 

• Sec the original conference (in tom. iv. p. DP-— 103.). Avitui, the 
principal actor, and proiiably the secretary of the meeting, was bishop of 
Vienna. A short account of his person and works may be found ift Dapin 
(^ibiiotheque Kcclesiastique, tom. r. p. 5—^10.). 

t Gregory of Tours (1. iii, c. 10. in tom. ii. p. 197.) indulges lii||Miuf, 
or rather transcribes some more eloquent writer, in thle dcBZI^on of 
Dijon ; a castle, which already deserved the title of a city. It <&pwbded 
on tlie bislnqis of Langres till "the twelfth century, and afierwar^ INNiutif 

R« 
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^p4|lJ^pd0li^ purss^ <ti Clovis tte impormiit citi^ 
If GuoaoMd still fled 1^iih precK 

|M|iyti^i|f till ii 4 Mci miebad Avigao®^ at fUe distao€<;f»af two 
t^^ildfl^d mHes from tbe fleld of batf¥» A long 

artful uegoeiatioii, admonished the kiitg of the 
danger and difficulty of bis enterprise. Ijk 
il^pofied a ^ibute on the Burgundian prince^ compelled him 
Ca pardon and jreward his brother’s treacheryi and proudly 
returned m bis own domintonfs^ with the spoils and captives 
of thersoutliem provinces. This splendid triumph was soon 
oiouded by the mtelligencei that Gundobald bad violated 
idil recent obligations^ and that the unfortunate Godi^esil, 
who was left at Vienna with a garrison of five thousand 
Franks*, had been besieged, surprised^ and massacred, by 
his inhuman brother. Such an outrage might have ex^aspe- 
rated the patience of the most peaceful sovereign ; yet the 
conqueror of Gaul dissembled the injury, released the tri- 
bute, and accepted the alliance, and military service, of the 
king of Burgundy, Clovis no longer possessed those ad- 
vantages which had assured the success of the preceding 
war ; and his rival, instructed by adversity, had found new 
resources in the affections of his people. The Gauls or 
Komans applauded tlie mild and impartial laws of Gundo- 
bald, tjifhich almost raised them to the same level with their 
conquerors. The bishops were reconciled, and flattered, by 
the hopes, which be artfully suggested, of his approaching 
cpn^ersAon ; and though he alluded their accomplishment 
to the las^ moment of his life, his moderation secured the 
peace, ^ and luspended the ruin of the kingdom of Bur- 

the capital of the dukes of Burgundy. Longuerue, Description de la 
part k p.*«8o. 

• The Epitomizer of Gregory of Tours (in tom. ii. p. 401.) Has sup. 
plied fills number of Franks; but he rasldy supposes that they were cat iu 
pirtJei by Gnadohaki. The prudent Eutgundian spared the soldiers of 
Clovis, and sent these captives to the king of the Visigotb^who setikd 
thill thffie territo^ of Thdnlouse. 

f th thls Burgundiah war I liayc fidlowed Gregory , af Tours (1. ii. 
c. .jhi tom. ii* p* 17$, 1790» whose narrative so incoinpati* 

hl«i that pt Frochjnus (de Btdl. Goth. I. i. c. l«. in tom. h* p. SI* Si. \ 

than sMe critics Lave supposed /«7o dlfhircpt wars. 'Fhe Aw>e DuIk/s 
tom.ii. p. distiiiclly renresented the 



Tff£ AOMilir it# 

( mk impatient ta pursue tbe fififil ruur of tJbai 
which was suxiampUshed uoder the leigu of Signmond, the 
spa of pundohald* Tbe Catholic Sigismoad has acqidteil 
the hoooars of a saint aod martyr * ^ but tbe bands ^ #ie 
royal saint were stained with the blood of his iniKiteent' soti» 
whom be inhumanly sacrificed to the pride and lestmtileiilt 
of a stepmother. He soon discovered bis errorj and kcr 
wailed the irreparable loss. While Sigitmond embraced lire 
corpse of the unfortunate youtl^ he received a sev#e admo^ 
nition from one of his attendants: It is not bis situation, 

O king} it is thine which deserves pity a\id lamentation/' 
The reproaches of a guilty conscience were alteviaied, hosN 
ever, by his libcriil donations to the monastery of Agaanum, 
or St. Maurice, in Vallais; which he himself had founded 
. in honour of the imaginary martyrs of the Thebman legion 
A full chorus of perpetual psalmody was instituted by tbe 
pious king ; he assiduously practised the austere devotion of 
the monks ; and it was bis humble prayer, that Heaven 
would inflict in this world the punishment of his sins. His 
prayer was heard ; the avengers were at band ; and the pro- 
vinces of Burgundy were overwhelmed by an army of vic- 
torious Franks. After the event of an unsuccessful battle^ 
Sigismond, who wished to protract his life, that be miglit 
prolong his penance, concealed himself in the desett in a 
religious habit, till lie was discovered and betrayed by his 
subjects, who solicited the favour of their new masters. 
Tbe captive monarch, with bis wife and two children, were 
transported to Orleans, and buried alive in a deep well, by 
the stern command of the sons of Clovis; whose crucl^ 
might derive some excuse from the maxims and examplet 
of their barbarous age. Their ambttmn, wbibh urged them 
to achieve the conquest of Burgundy, wis inflamed, or die* 

* See his life or le^od (in toni. lii. p. 40S A msftyr I horn strauftly 
has that word been distort^ from its original leaie of a oomi^oa wham*. 
St. Sfjismoiid was remaricable ibr the cure of leven. 

t Before the end of the fifth cebtury, the choreh of St. Maurtc^, 
his Tbebaean legtoti; had rendered Agtanvtm a phjwf of devout pwiin* 
age. A promkiuoui community of both sexes ltd inttodaced tome dfcdt 
of dattness, wydi were aboHsfaed (A. D. 515.) by tbe re|ukf h»df|MteiF 
of Sigismond. Within fitly years, hit mgtistf tigAt made a noapruSl 
sally to murder their and bis clergy. Set in the Bfhlldmdite 

Kniionni6e (iom. itxxrj. p* ddtMiFS.) the enriout reOMilt pf 4 IjMiMd 
librarian of Genera. * 
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filial jiiety f miifi Clotilda, saBctit^ did tiot 

freased them to re- 
Itettgtlifer ftitbef « death oO the fanrily of bia assassin. The 
irehethoiis’ Bargohdiafis, Ter they attempted to break their 
ebam/we#e still pernlitted to enjoy their national laws 
aiitdto* the obligation of tribute and military Service; and 
tilt Merovklgian princes peaceably reigned over a tingdom, 
whcMe glory and greatness had been first overthrown by the 
armsoffJlovis*. 

The Irrst victory of Clovis h:td insulted the honour of the 
Goths. They viewed his rapid progres with jealousy and 
terror; ^and the youthful fame of Alaric was oppressed by 
tfaemore potent genius of his rival. Some disputes inevi- 
tably larose oil the edge of their contiguous dominions; and 
after the delays of fruitless negociation, a personal interview 
•of the two kihgs was proposed and accepted. This confe- 
Tence of Clovis and Alaric was held in a small island of the 
Loire, near Amboise. They embraced^ familiarly conversed, 
abd feasted together ; and separated with the warmest pro- 
fessions of peace, and brotherly love. But their apparent 
confidence concealed a dark suspicion of hostile and trea- 
cherous designs; and their mutual complaints solicited, 
eluded, and disclaimed, a final arbitration. At Paris, which 
*he idready considered as his royal seat, Clovis declared to 
an assembly of the princes and warriors, the pretence, and 
the tnotive of a Gothic war. It grieves me to see that 
llie Arians still possess the fairest portion of Gaul. \jet 
us march against them with the aid of God; and, having 
** vanquished the heretics, we w^ill possess, and divide, their 
fertile provinces f/* The Franks, who were inspired by 
hereditary valour and recent *eal, applauded the generous 
design of their monarch ; expiessed their resolution to con- 

• Manti% bfsliop of AvcKche (Chron. in tom. ii. p. 15.), has marked 
the ftutheiitic dates, and of^fours (1. iil c. 6, 6. jn tom. ii. p. 188, 

11^.) has expressed the principal fedx, of the life of Sigisroond, and the 
of Burgupdy. Procopius (in toni, ii. p. 34-) and Agathias (in 
t6m« IL p. 49.) shew tiieir remote and imperfect knowfedge. 

. , t of Tours o.ikc. 37* in tom. ii. p. I8i.) inserts the abort 

but persuade ^mecii of Qovis. .Valde moleste ferin, quod hi Ariani 
{lArtVtn teneaot Gailiaruih (the apthor of the Gesta Francorun^ §n tom. ii. 
p. 33^ the precious epithet of eamiw cum Dei aviator io, 

>t, stijferaijs cis, redigamus terram Sn ditioneui hostiam. . . ; 



OF tii£ aaiiWi^ ! If? 

quer 4r die, i^ncc deatlb would 

dibble; aud flalemuljr pratei|edit|i»t^tbiey would 
their b^ard$|^ tiU victory should absolve thewi froiu #iai 
jiieouvetiteiu vow. The enterprise was pronioted by the 
public, or priisate^ exhortations of ClottldH* * * § Sbe.reiilinded 
her hosbatid, bow elfectuaily some pious foundathm uNNixld 
propitit^te the Oeijty^ and. his servants: and the Cbdstiaii 
bei'o, darting his battle-ai^e with a skilful and aervous hand. 
There, (said beh on that spot where ray ^Hhidl 

fall, will I erect a church in honour of the holy apostles/' 
This ostetitatiaiu piety conhnned and Justified the attaob* 
aiientof the Catholics, with whom he secretly corresponded; 
and their devout wishes were gradually ripened into a 
inkiable conspiracy. The people of Aquiraiii was alanaied 
by the indiscreet reproaches of their Gothic tynmtt, who 
justly accused them of preferring the dorhinion -of the 
Franks; and their zealous adherent Quintianus, bishop of 
Kodezf, preached more forcibly in his exile than in his 
rliocese. To resist these foreign and domestic enemies, who 
were fortified by the alliance of the Burgundians, Ataric 
collected his troops, far more numerous than the military 
powers of Clovis. The Visigoths resumed the exercise of 
arms, wltich they had neglected in a long and iuxurioui 
peace J: a select band of valiant and robust slaves attended 
their masters to the field § ; and the cities of Gaul were com- 
pelled to fiivuish their doubtful and reluctant aid. Tlieo- 
(doric, king of the Ostrogoths, w)io reigned in Italyi bad 

• Tpnc rex projecit ase in directum Bipennem suam quod eit Frn»r 
cisca, &c. (Gesta Franc, in tom. ii p. 6M.). The form, aud use, of this 
weapon, are clearly described by Procopius (in tom. ii. n. 37.). Exani> 
pies of its national appellation in Latin and Trench, may W foiiiid in the 
Glossary of Ducange, and the large Dictionnaire de Trcvpux. 

I It is singular euongh, that some important and authentic facts should 
be found in a life of Quintianus, composed in rhyme in the old Fatois of 
Rouergue (Dubos, Hist. Critique, drc. tom. fi. p. 1790* 

X Quamvis fortitudini vestrx confidentiam tribuat parentum vestro* 
rum ill numerabilis multitudo; quamvis Attilam potentem reminiscai^iui 
Visigotharum viribhs inclinatum ; tamen quia ^pulorum ferocia c^rd^ 
longs^ pace moUescunt, cavete subito in aleam ijuttcre, quos constat tantia 
tetmioribtis exercitia non habere. Such vm the salutary, but fruitless, 
adyfee of peace, #f reason, and of llieodoric (Cassiodor. I. m. ep* 

§ Montesquieu (Fsprii de$ Wtx, I. xv. c. 14.) mentiom and aiwom 
fhe hw of the Vfsigotbs fl. ix. tit,^ 2 . in tom. iv. p. 425 .), which «U 

masters to arm, and sepq, or lead, into the field, a tenth of their 
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MlliNiiNBd t» iiitintliili tutocfiiilKly df Gant; tie a»* 
moieili er alfeeted #»t Iheitiipaniml character 

H laaediaieri Bat iie sagadoas menarch dreaded itie 
fb)figeiit{)ire efClutta, aad was firmlj engaged to suti- 
l^n ^ ttatbnal and religions cause of tbe Oaths. 

The aed4eatai> or artifidd, prodigies^ whkb adorned the 
ewfieditton of Clods^ were accepted, bj a superstitions age, 
ai the wianiCest declaration of the Divine favour. He 
starched from Paris; and as he proceei^ed with decent reve- 
leooe through the holy diocese of Tours, his anxiety tempted 
Kim lo cohsiilt the shrine of St. Martin, the sanctuary, and 
the^nraek of Gaul. His messengers were instructed to re* 
ntaifc the words of the Psalm, which should happen to be 
ehamted at the precise moment when diey entered the 
ehnreb. These words most fortunately expressed the valour 
and dotory of the champions of Heaven, and the appiica** 
fioii was easily transferred to the new Joshua, tbe new Gi- 
deon, who went forth to battle against the enemies of the 
Lord ^^ Orleans secured to the Franks a bridge on tbe 
Koite; hut, at the distance of forty miles from Poitiers, 
fheh progress was intercepted by an extraordinary swell of 
the fiver Vigenna, or Vienne ; and the opposite banks were 
eovffed by encampment of the Visigoths. Delay must be 
always dangerous to Barbarians, who consume the country 
through which they march ; and had Clovis possessed leisure 
and materials, nt might have been impracticable to construct 
a bridge, or to force a passage, in the face of a superior 
enemy. But the affectionate peasants, who were impatient 
to welootne their deliverer, could easily betray some un- 
known, or unguarded, ford : the merit of the discovery was 
enhanced by tbe useful interposition of fraud or fiction ; 
and a white hart, of singular size and beauty, appeared to 
guide and animate the march of tbe Catholic army. The 
pounsels of the Visigoths were irresolute and distracted. A 

f Thb of divination* by accepting as an otaen tbe first sacred 
wbicb in particnkr «lrcunistance& should be presented to the eve 
pr pkr^ WW derived from the Pagans j and tbe Psalter, or Bibba wn «uV 
Ititufio k w Poems of Homer and Virgil. From tb« fourth to the four- 
teenih century^ these sorfes sancUruWt as they arc styled, were repeatedly 
by tb^ decrees of Councils, and repeatedly praetwed by Itfngs, 
and saints. Bee a curious dissertation of the Abb( du Resneli m 
the Memofres de I’Academie, tom. xix. p. 



TtE IWIiAK 

cfow^ tX pmiiiiiptQmi^ i^il tl^r'f^ 

tod dlidaStimg to fly Wiwe t!lie IM»bm of Ge^twtoy, exiled 
Alarictoimseft in nrins the ntoie aitd blohd of the eoiiqil^t 
of Rome. The adviee oF the graver chiefratni presjted hftti 
to elude the fii^t ardour of the Franks; and to expecty in 
the scmdiern provinces of (Uadi, the veteran and vietorrmts 
Ostrogdths, whom the khtg of Italy had already sent his 
a^istance. The decisive moments were wasted in idle de- 
liberation ; the Goths too hastily abandoned, perhaps, to 
advantageous post ; and the opportunity of a secure retreat 
was lost by their slow and disorderly motions. After Clovis 
had passed the ford, as it is still named, of the Hmi, he 
advanced with bold aad hasty steps to prevent the escape of 
the enemy. Hrs nocturnal marcii was directed by a hamtng 
meteor, suspended in tlie air above theeathedral of Poitiers; 
and this signal, which might be previously toAcerted with 
the orthodox sutwessor of 8t. Hilary, was compared to the 
column of fire that guided the Israelites in the desert. At 
the third hour of the d^y, about ten miles beyond Poitiers, 
Clovis overtook, and instantly attacked, the Gothic army; 
whose defeat was already prepared by terror and confusion. 
Yet they rallied in their extreme distress, and the martial 
youths, who bad daliKjroosly demanded the battle, refused 
to survive the Ignominy of flight. The two kings encotln- 
tered each other in single combat. Alaric fell by the hand 
of his rival; and the victorious Frank was saved by, ihe 
goodness of his cuiras, and the vigour of his horse, from the 
spears of t||ro desperate Goths, who furiously rode against 
him, to revenge the death of their sovereign. The Vague 
expression of a mountain of the slain, serves to indicate a 
cruel, though indefinite slaughter; but Gregory hat oare- 
fuRy observed, that bis valiant countryman ApoiiifiarU, the 
aon ef SldonUis, lost his life at the head of the tiohles^ of 
Auvergne. Perhaps these suspected Catholics had been 
ntalicjously exposed to the hHud assault of the enemy ; and 
perhaps the influence of religion was s^tjperseded ^ 
attachment, or mttitarybooo.ut*» 

• AUsf coff^lug the text, or exciwlng tbr mistalcc of Frooa|iitii^ idio 
jpilacet the defeat of Alaflc near Carcassrme, we may condud^ fitot' llir 
evidence of Gregory, FortUnatus, and the author of the Gesta riaiiborum,r 

VoL. V, S 
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lli¥y fiUH diigaiie cnif 
ig^i^o^ce niisie}^ thAtJt is Ahoosieqnidly 

149 fof^sfe of wiJt^ or to cxpWii ji^r. vm- 

l[4pody ,and com plei* victory baf 
aooiEtWes yielded no more ttfan ihe possession of the field; 
apnd .ti^ Ipsspf ten thousand men has sometimes been su^l* 
c^nl ^0 destroy, 4n a single day, the work of ages* 
decisive battle of Fpi tiers was followed by the conqueH of 
Aquilwin. i^larip had left behind. him an infant son, a bai^ 
tfksd competitor, factious nobles, and a disloyal people; and 
the remaining forces of the Goths were oppressed by the 
general, consternation, or opposed to each other in civil dis« 
cord* The viptorious king of the Franks proceeded without 
delay to the s^cg^ pf Angouleme. At the sound of his 
trjimpet^ tbe walls of the city imitated the example of Je- 
and instantly fell to the ground; a splendid miracle, 
whicb may be reduced to the supposition, that some clerical 
engineers had secretly undermined tlie foundations of the 
rampart At Bordeaux, which had submitted witliout re-, 
sistacce, Clpyis established his winter*quarters; and his pru-» 
cient ifBConoiny transported from Tboulouse the royal trea.^ 
deposited in the capital of the monarchy. 
The conqijefor penetrated as far as the confines of Spain t ; 
restpred the honours of the Catholic church ; fixed in Aqui-. 
tmn a colony of Franks I ; and delegateJf to his lieutenants 


tHit the batde was fought in campo Todademu on the hanks of the Clain*, 
about ten miles to the south of Poitiers. Clovis overtook and attacked 
the VwilptlMf nt^r Vivonoe, and the victory was decided nei^a villapestill 
named Champagne St. Hilare. See tbe Dissertations dRhe Abb^ iC 
BiiMf, mm.4. p.A04--^3l* 

* Angoulense is in tlte road from Poitiers to Bordeaux : apd although 
Gi«j(bry delays the siege, I can more readily believe that he coufoundea 
theWfder df ftitory, thah that Clovis neglect the rutes of war* '' 

d Pyrenwamioiites i^ue Perniuianum subjecit; is the expression pf 
Rorico^ whichbetraj’S his recent date; since Perpignan did not exist be- 
^ fenth cientitry (Marca Htspaniot, p. 45g.). This florid and Rf* 
btiloas Wfilier fpeiteps a monk of Ameins. See tbe Ahb£ le Bmu^. hfem. 
de rAcademic* tom. xvii. p. 228—246.) relates, in the alkporical cliaracter 
avIWfdierik' the i^eral history of his countrymen the Pranks ; bdt his 

author of the Oesta Fancorum n^ifively a^rms. that Clovis 
hndy of Franks in the Saintongeand Bourdeloh; and he k hot te* 
jtjidlcWualy followed by Rorico, electos milites, at<|ue fonisstmos, cum 
k *^**^^^^ y et if sh<?uld arem that they .soow msngled 
i^pitain, ttil Charlemipip introduced a more nume« 
ooiony (Otthps Hist. Critique, tom. n. p. 2i6.]. 
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theietsy iaili dip skbdiiiti^, or dxtlrpatiDg, the Nation of tlie 
Visfgb^i. Bat the Vi*igotli« were protected by tb# wise' 
aod powerful tnonafch of Italy. While the balance was sitil 
eqoki, Tlieodoric had perhaps delayed the march of the 
O^rogoths; bat their strenuous efforts successfully rfesis^d 
the ambition of Clovis ; and the army of the Franks^ and 
their Burgundian ulliesj Was compelled to raise the siog^ of 
ArieS; with the loss^ as it U said, of thirty thousand men* 
These vicissitudes inclined the fierce spirit of Clovis to Ac* 
quiesce in an advantageous treaty of pence. The Visigoths 
were sniffed to retain the possession of Septimania, a nat- 
row tract of sea-coast, from the Rhone to the Pyrenees; but 
the ample province of Aquitain, from those mountains to the 
Loire, was indissolubly united to the kingdom of France*. 

After the success of the Gothic war, Clovis accepted the 
honours of the Roman consulship. The emperor Anastasius 
ambitiously bestowed on the most powerful rival of Theodo- 
ric, die title and ensigns of that entinent dignity ; yet, from 
some unknown cause, the name of Clovis has not been 
inscribed in the Fasti either of the East or Westf. On the 
solemn day, the monarch of Gaul, placing a diadem on his 
head, was invested in the church of St. Martin, with a purple 
tunic and mantle. From thence he proceeded on horseback 
to the cathedral of^Tours; and, as he passed through the 
streets, profusely scattered, with his own hand, a donative 
of gold and silver to the joyful multitude, who incessantly 

• In the composition of the Gothic war, I have used the foHbwihgma* 
terials, with re^rd to tbeir ungual value. Four epistJet fixim' Then- 
doric king of Italy (Cassiodor. 1. iii* epist. 1—4. in tom. iv. p.3i— 
Procopius (de Bell. Goth. 1. i. c. le, in tom. ii. p. 32, S8.), Gregory of 
Tours (I, ii. c. 35, 36, 37* in tom. ii. p, 181—183.), Jomandes (Sb fwb. 
Geticis, c. 38. in tom. ii. p. 28.), Fortunafus (in Vit. St. Hilarii, in tom. 
iii. p. 380.), Isidore (in Cnroo. Goth, in tom. li. p. 702.), the Epitome of 
Gr^ory of T4>uhi (in totn^ ii. p. 401.), the author of the C^ta Franco* 
rum (in tom. ii. p. 333—333 ), the Fragments OfFredegarius(fn toil, ii* 
p. 4d3.), Aimoin (1. i. c. 20. in tom. iii. p. 4il,42«), and Horioo(h W. ito 
tom. ill. p. 14 — 19 .). ‘ 

. t The iWs of Italy would naturaMy reject a constil, the Cntffty^rf 
their sovereign', but any ingenious hypothesis that might 
lence of Constantinople and Egypt (tbie Cbrotttde bf Miroelnnat, 
Paschal), is overturned by the i Imiiar silence of MariitS bhiop of Awih* 
cli4 who composed his FatH in dm Mngdom of Burgundy. If 
deuce of Gregory of I'onrt wcreik«rwft|^ and positi# (1; ii. ^ 
toin. to p* 1S3.), 1 could beliiine that Qovi^ lihe OdlMker, 
lasting title and honours of P«^t««ii (Pagi Critica, tom. ii. p. 
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repealed their acclatnatioiis of Consul atid T}»t 

actuaV or legal, aathority of Clpvi», ooukl not receive any 
ntV^ from, ttie dignity* It waa a name, a 

slmdoer, an empty pageant ; and if tl>e conqueror had been 
in^^ttded to claim the ancient prerogatives of that high of- 
fice^ they must have expired with tlic period of its annual 
4uiniio!i. But the Kotnans were disposed to revere, in the 
person of their master, that antique title which the emperors 
condescended to assume : the Barbarian himself seemed to 
contract a sacred obligation to respect the majesty of the 
republic; and the successors of Theodosius, by soliciting bis 
friendship, tacitly forgave, and almost ratified, the usurpation 
of Gaul. 

Twentj'-five years after the death of Clovis, this important 
concession was more formally declared, in a treaty between 
his sons and tlie emperor J ustinian. The Ostrogoilts of Italy, 
unable to defend their distant acquisitions, had resigned to 
the Franks the cities of Arles and Marseilles : of Arles, still 
adorned with the seat of a Pnetorian prcefect, and of Mar- 
seilles, enriched by the advantages of trade and navigation"^. 
This transaction was confirmed by the Imperial authority; 
and Justinian, generously yielding to the Franks the sove- 
reignty of the countries beyond the Alps, which they already 
possessed, absolved the provincials from their allegiance; 
and established on a more lawful, thoi%h not more solid, 
foundation, the throne of the Merovingians f* From that 
ahral, they enjoyed the right of celebrating at Arles the 
games of the Circus; and by a singular privilege, which was 
denied even to the Persian monarch, the gold coirf; impressed 
with their name iuid image, obtained a legal currency in the 
empire^. A Greek historian of that age has praised the 

♦ Uader the Merovingian kings, Marseilles still Imported from the East, 
paper# winci* oil, linen, silk, precious stones, sf)ices, &e. The Gauls, of 
Franks^raded to ISyria, and the Syrians were established in Gauh ^ 
M» dc Guignes, Mem. cle T Academic, tom. xxxvii. p. 471—475. 

ym^ fovT®, r«XXui; fvrry onri^Xii MKrfHr^m H 

taro y*. I'his strong declaration of 
Ffncxaphit (de Bvll* Gothk. 1. iii. cap. 3S. in tom* ii. p. 41.), would almost 
to justify the AbbS Dubos. . # 

.:}^ The Franks^ who probably used the mints of Treves, Lyon^ and 
Afkis imitated the cohiage of the Hotnan empei^ of seventy^two sMi, 
to the pound m gold. But aa<4he Franks establUhed only a 
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virtues, of tbe ]Pwks?j wid^ a 

tH«»iaf9it wbip b cannot >e sufficiently justifi# Vj tbejif 4o-j 
nie^tic aoniuilf * < He cele^mt^s tl>ei^ politeness aii^ urbli^i^tt* 
their re^uiar.govetiwent^ and orthodox religion ? and holdlyi 
asier^ th^ those, ParWians could be distUjigaisbj^dop^ibyi 
thfiir dress and language from the subjects of lloaief /iPer^y 
haps the Franks already displayed the social di^ositioui and} 
lively graces, which in every age have disguised ffieii viqes, 
and sometimes concealed their intrinsic merit. Porhops4®a^ 
tbias, and the Gnjeks, were dazzled by the rapid progress ofi 
their anna, and the splendour of their; empire. Since the 
conquest of Burgundy, Gaul, except the Gothic province of 
Septimunia, was subject, in its whole extent, to the sons of, 
Clovis. They had extinguished the German kingdoiU of 
Thuringia, and their vague dominion penetrated beyond the; 
Rhine, into th,e heart of their native forests. Tbe.41eiitl^ni^i 
and Bavarians, rv ho had occupied the Roman provinoffi .of. 
Rhjetia and Noricum, to the south of the Danube, confessed 
themselves the humble vassals of the Franks; and the feebic 
barrier of the Alps was incapable of resisting their ambition^ 
When the last survivor of the sons of Clovis united the inhe- 
ritance and conquests of the Merovingians, his kingdom 
lended far beyond the limits of modern France. Yet modern 
France, such has been the progress of arts and policy, far 
surpasses, in wealth*, populousness, and power, the spacious 
but savage realms of Clotuire or Dagobertf. 

The Franks or French, are the only people of Europe who 
can deduce a perpetual succession from the conquerors of 
the Western empire. But their conquest of Gaul was fdl- 


decuple praportion of gold aud silver, ten shillings will he a sufficleitt va 
luation of tneir solidus of gold. U was the common standard of the Bar. 
baric fines, and contained forty denarii, or silver threepences. Twelve of 
these denarii made a soiiiius, or shilling, the twentieth part of the |K>nderal 
and numeral Itvre, or pound of silver, which has been so strangefy feddcH 
in modern France. See Le Blanc Traite Historique des Monnoybt ^e‘ 
France, p. 37— 48, &c. 

* Agatbias, in tom. ii. p. 47- Gregory of Tours esrhibfts a very 
picture. Perhaps it would not be ^asy, within the samehistorscalaigduie, 
to find more vice and less virtue. We arc continually sbodcied by the 
uqbii of savage and corrupt manners. , : 4> 

f hf, de Fonceitmgne has traced, in a correct and blegam disserliitibn . 
(Mem. eje rAeadeniie, torn, viib p. &0o— the extent atid iimiteof 
the French monarchy. ; v > 
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hftfeA ten centa^iel of anarehy and igwrai^. Or ^ 
tefWti of leamitigi ^ itoidents who had been formed in the- 
of Athena imd Rofie^ disdaioed their Barbadali ar^' 
c^tof^; and 4 long }mo4 elapted before ^tient iabonr 
epnld inrdvide the xequbnie materials to satisfy, or rather to 
e^teile^ the cwriosity of more enlightened ttines^. At length 
thn eye of crilidsm and philosophy was directed io the anti- 
qailies Of France; but even |:M)osophers have b^n tainted 
by the contagion of prejudice and passion. The most ex- 
treme and exclusive systems of the personal servitude of the 
Gauls, or of their voluntary and equal alliance with the 
Franks, have been rashly coriceivedmid obstinately defended : 
and the intemperate disputants have accused each other of 
conspiring against the prerogative of the crown, the dignity 
of the nobles, or the freedom of the people. Yet the sharp 
conflict has usefully exetcised the adverse powers of learning 
and genius; and each antagonist, allemately vanquished and 
victorious, has extirpated some ancient errors, and established 
some interesting truths. An impartial stranger, instructed by 
their discoveries, their disputes, and even their faults, may 
describe, from the same original materials, die state of the 
Koman provincials, after Gaul had submitted to the amis 
and laws of the Merovingian kings f. 

The rudest, or the most servile, condition of human society, | 
is regnluted however by some fixed and general rules. When 
Tacitus surveyed the primitive simplicity of the Germans, he 
discovered some permanent maxims, or custoin?^, of public 


♦ The Abb^ Duboi (Histoire Critique, torn. i. p. 29 — $6.) bns truly and 
agreeably represented ilie slow progress of these studies; and he observes, 
that Gregory of 'fours was only once printed before the year 166u. Ac- 
cortGyw to the complaint of Heinecdus (Opera, toxn. iii. Sylioge hi.p. V48, 
%jrtuaa^ received with iodifierence and contempt the of ]^r- 
bari|p, which were jmbli^hed by Heroldus, Lindinibrogtiis, At 
pre^f pure li\ys {as far as they relate to Gaul), die history of Gregory of 
Tpuri^ ^aU the luonuiiieiils of the MeroViugian race, appear in a pure 
and perto state, in the fini four volunies of the hisroriant of France. 

^ m the tpace of thirty years 07^8—1765) this ioteretting subject has 
be^ i|ilauia by Ike free spirit of the Count lie Roulamviiliem (Memoires 
de la France particularlv tom. i. p. the 

idPiM |a|p»mty the Abbs Bubm (Hittoire CiatM|u€ de rEtablissement 
de laMonarcbif Francois dans Jes Gauls, ii vols. in 4to^} $ the «otnpreh|^. 
tlvu ifomitvf the president de.MQDlefquieu (Fspril desLoix, ptl^tculam 
1. xxviiC 31 ^. xxxi.) ; and the |ood sense and diligence of the AbbI de 
lilg% ,(Q|pervatwns sur i'Histoue de France, a vol. If mo;} . 
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priTalte life, , which wer^ preserved by faStbfel ^ 

6U the ietcydiiction of the ait of writing, lusd of &e 
tohgae^^f Before the election of fee M^^vfegian binft# 
the mpst powerful tribe, or aation, of fee Franks, appc^hl^ 
four venerable chieftains to compose fee Sa/ic laws f ; i|n4 
their labours Were examined and approved in three suc^Sr 
sive assemblies of the people. After the baptism of 
be re formed several articles that appeared incompatible wife 
Christianity : the Salic law was again amended by his satis ^ 
and at length, under the reign of Dagobert, the code 
revised and promulgated in its actual form, one hundre4 
years after the establishment of the French monaichj* 
Within the same period, the customs of the lUpuarians were 
transcribed and publ^hed ; and Charlemagne himself, the 
legislator of his age and country, had accurately studied the 
two national laws, which still prevailed among the Franks J- 
The same care was extended to their vassals; and the rude 
institutions of the Alemamn and Bavariam were diligently 
compiled, and ratified by the supreme authority of the Me^ 
rovingiao kings. The Visigoth and Burgundians, whose con^ 
quests in Gaul preceded those of the Franks, shewed less 
impatience to attain one of the principal benefits of civilized 
society. Euric was the first of the Gothic princes who ex- 
jj^ressed in writing the manners and customs of his people; 
and the composition of the Burgundian laws was a measure 
of policy rather than of justice ; to alleviate the yoke, and 
regain^ the affections, of their Gallic subjects Thus, by a 

• I have derived much instruction from two learned works of 
cius, the History and the Elements of the Germanic law. In a judicious 
preface to the dements, he considers, and tries to excuse, the defects of 
that barbarous jurisprudence. 

t Eatin appears to have been the origiaal langua^ of the Salic It 
was probably femimsed in tiie begioiung of the fifth century, be^i^e the 
acra (A* 0* 491.) of the real or fabulous Pharamonti. The prefit^e iiieil» 
tions tbe Cantons which produced the four legitlators; sifid thany 
provinces, Franconlai Saxony# Hanower, Brabant, &e. have claimed th^ 
as their own. See an exceyent Dissertation of Heinecciuii,de he^ S|lic|L 
tom^ iy. SyBoge iiif p» 

t Egipliafi}, in Vit, Caroli Hagm, c. 29. in tens. v. p. 100. By these 
tw^ l|wV tnbst critica understand fee jklie abd fee Ripoarian* The JbrV 
iner^xtended from the Carbonarian forest to tbe Loke (tom. tv. p. 
and ^ might be obeyed < from the me ^ifest to the Rbtiie 

$ Consult fee mient and modem prefaces of the several Coder hifed 
fourth vdlume of 'fee BUcorians of France. 'Fhc original prologue to fee 
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«riilglilicr coincidenefe, Gertnaus framed tbeir artim 
tutiOnK/at a time wften tbe elaborate system of Ronmu jufia- 
}»f udeitce fioally conkmroated. In the Satie hwsV an4 

th^ Pimdeets of JusHnian^ we may compare the first rudi- 
Mnts, and the full maturity, of civil wisdom^ and whatever 
^^ttdices inay be suggested in favour of Barbarism, our 
edihet rejections will ascribe to the Romans the superior 
advanteges, not only of science and reason, but of humanity 
and justice. Yet the laws of the Barbarians were adapted 
to their wants and desires, tJieir occupations and their capa- 
city: and they all contributed to preserve the peace, and 
promote tlie improvements, of the society for whose use they 
were originally established. The Merovingians, instead of 
imposing an uniform rule of conduct on their various sub- 
jects, permitted each people, and each family of tlieir em- 
pire, freely to enjoy their doniestic institutions^ ; nor were 
the Romans excluded from the common benefits of this legal 
toleration t- The children embraced the laiv of their pa- 
rents, the wife that of her husband, the freedman that of his 
patron ; and, in all causes, where the parties were of different 
nations, the plaintiff, or accuser, was obliged to follow the 
tribunal of the defendant, who may always plead a judicial 
presumption of right or innocence. A more ample latitude 
was allowed, if every citizen, in the presence of the judged 
might declare the law under which he desired to live, and the 
national society to which life chose to belong. Such an in- 
iJulgence would abolish the partial distinctions of victory ; 
and the Roinaq provincials might paiienily acquiesce in tl)e 
hardships of their coadiiioa; since it depended on themselves 

Salk law expresses (though jn a foreign dialect) the genuine spirit of the 
FranlEi more forcibly than the ten books of Gregory of 'l ours* 

• Tile Ripoarian law declares, and defines, this indulgence In favour 
of thefdaintiff (tit. xxxi, in tom. iv. p. 240.) j and the same toleratioh is 
uiiderstoad, or expressed, in all the codes, except that of the Visigoths 
of Spam* Tanta diversitas legiim <says Agol^rd in the ninth century) 
quanta two solum in regionibui, mi civitatibn*, sed etiam in multis do- 
mibus habetur. Nam plerumqoe cpntiogit lit stmul eatft aut sede^nt 
miiAqufe hoaSriOes, etnuwilseorum’communein l^cm cam altero hali^t 
Cisi tom- vj. p. $56.). He fimlishty'^proposes to introduce an unifoTnfiiity 
0 fiaw, as weli as of fidtb. 

f t Inter Romanos negatta eausarum Romanis legfbus pnectprimis tertnh 
nart* Such are the words of a general constitution promulgjctad hy Clb* 
take, tbfeson of Clovis, and sole monarch of the Franks 0® tv. i\ 
lid.), about the year 6d0. 
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%o assnnte the privilege, if they dared to assert the i^hUtWc^r, 
of free and Warlike Barbarians^. 

Wbeii jiiitice inexorably requires the death of a niurdei^r, 
each |>rtVate citizen is fortified by the assurance, thflit the 
laws, the magistrate, and tl^ whole community, are tfelift 
guardians of his personal safety. But in the loose society of 
the Germans, revenge Was always honourable, and often me- 
ritorious : the independent warrior chastised, or vindicated, 
with his Own hand, the injuries which he had offered, or re- 
ceived ; and he had only to dread the resentment of the sons^, 
and kinsmen, of the enemy, whom be had sacrificed to his 
selfish or angry passions. The magistrate, conscious of his 
weakness, interposed, not to punish, but to reconcile ; and 
he was satisfied if he could persuade, or compel, the contend- 
ing parties to pay, and to accept, the moderate fine which 
had been ascertained, as the price of blood f. The fierce 
spirit of the Franks would have opposed a more rigorous sen- 
tence; the same fierceness despised these ineffectual restraints; 
and, when their simple manners had been corrupted by the 
wealth of Gaul, the public peace was continually violated by 
acts of hasty or deliberate guilt. In every just government 
the same penally is inflicted, or at least is imposed, for the 
murder of a peasant, or a prince. But the national inequa- 
lity established by the Franks, in their criminal proceedings, 
was the last insult and abuse of conquest In the calm mo- 


• This liberty of choice has been aptly deduced (Esprit des L(^x# 1. 
xxyiii. 2.) from a constitution of Lothaire I. (Leg. Lmigobard, 1. ii. tit. 
ivii. in Codex Lindebrog. p. 6(54.) : thqugh the example is too recent and 
partial. From a various reading in (he Salic Law (tit. xliv. not 
the Abbe de Mably (tom. i. p. 290 — 293.) has conjectured, that, alt first, 
a Barbarian only, and afterwards any man (consequently a Roman) might 
live according to the law of the Franks. 1 am sorry to offend this inge- 
nious conjecture by observing, that the stricter sense (Barbarum) is ex- 
pressed in the reformed copy of Charlemagne j which is confirmed by the 
tloyai and Wolfenbuttle MSS. The looser interpretation {hominem) i« au- 
thorized only by the MS. of Fulda, from whence Heroldus published bis 
edition. See the -four original texts of the Salic law, in tom. iv. p. 147. 
173. 19fi- 220. 

t In the heroic times of Greece, the guilt of murder was expiat^ ^ a 
peenniary satisfiictioQ to the family of the deceased (Feithius Anttcmitat. 
Homeric. 1. ii. c. 8.). Heineccius, in his preface to the Eiements or Ger- 
manic Law, frvourably suggestv that at Rome and Athens homicide was 
onl^ pitiduhed with exile. It is true: but exile waaa c4^itai pooishn^ent 
fof a citiaen of Heme or Athens. v 

J This proportion is fixed by the Salic (tit. xliv. in tom. iv« p. I47f) aho 
VTju. V. T 
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ipjillti qf legij^lijition t,hey solen^nly pronouqqqdi, ttiat the lifij 
of a Roman was of smaller value than that of a Barbarian. 
The JntrustioTp^, name expressive of the most ipustrious 
birth or dignity amopg llie Franks, was appreciated at the 
inm of six hundred pieces of gold ; while the noble provin- 
cial| who was admitted to the king’s table^ might be legally 
murdered at the expence of three hundred pieces. Two hun- 
dred were deemed sufficient for a Frank of orffinary condi-r 
tion ; but the meaner Romans were exposed to disgrace and 
danger by a ivifling compensation of one hundred, or even 
fifty, pieces of^ld. Had these laws been regulated by any 
principle of equity or reason, the public protection should 
have supplied in just proportion the want of personal strength. 
But the legislator had weighed in the scale, not of justice, 
but of policy, the loss of a soldier against that of a slave : 
the head of an insolent and rapacious Barbarian was guarded 
by an heavy fine ; and the slighted aid was afforded to the 
moat defenceless sulyects. Time insensibly abated the pride 
of the conquerors, and the patience of the vanquished ; and 
the boldest citizen was taught by experience, that he might 
suffer more injuries than he could inflict. As the manners 
of the Franks became less ferocious, their laws were rendered 
more severe j and the Merovingian kings attempted to imi- 
tate the impartial rigour of the Visigoths and Burgundiansf. 
Under the empire of Charlemagne murder was universally 
punished with death ; and the use of capital punishments has 

the Ripuariap (tit. vii. xi. xxxvi. in tom. iv. p. 237. 241 ) laws; but ti)e 
letter does not distinguish any difference of Romans. Yet the ordeirof 
the clergy are placed above the Franks themselves, and the Burgundians 
a«d Alcmanni between the Franks and the Romans. 

* The AnirustioncSf qxd in trusie Dominica , sunt, kudi, fideles, un- 
doubtedly represent the first order of Franks j but it is a question whether 
their [rank was personal, or hereditaiy. The Abbe de Mably (tom. i. p. 
S34— :S47.) is not displeased to mortify the pride of birth (Eisprit, 1. xxx. 

W dating the origin of French nobility from ffie reign of Clolaire 

• (A. B,. 615.^. 

t See the Burgundian laws (tit. ii. in tom. iv. p. 257.), the Code of the 
Visigoths (l.vk tit. V. in tom. iv. p. 564.), and the constitution of Childe- 
|jqt pf Paris, but most evidently of Austrasia (in tom. iv# p. 112.). 

. Their premature severity was sometimes rash, and excessive, fchildebert 
(^demuae^ murderers but robbers : quomodo sine lege involavit, 

sioelegqmqrtghtr^ and even the negligent judge was involved in the same 
sendee* .The Visigoths abandoned an unsuccessful surgeon to the fiimily 
deceased patient, ut quod de co facere yoluerint mbeant potestatem 
( 1 . xi. tit, i« in tom. iv. p. 455.). 
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been liberftDjr Ritiltiplied m the jurisprndcnee of mbderai^,: 
Europe*. ^ v 

The divii and military professions, which had been sepa- 
fated by Constantine, were again united by the Barbanans. 
The harsh sound of the Teutonic appellations was mollified 
into the Latin titles of Duke, of Count, or of Praefect; and 
the same officer assumed, within his district, the command of 
the troops, and the administration of justicef. But the fierce 
and illiterate chieftain was seldom qualified to discharge the 
duties of a judge, which require all the faeries of a philo- 
sophic mind, laboriously cultivated by expeTOnce and study ; 
and his rude ignorance was compelled to embrace some sim- 
ple, and visible, methods of ascertaining the cause of justice. 
In every religion, the Deity has been invoked to confirm the 
truth, or to punish the falsehood, of human testimony; but 
this powerful instrument was misapplied and abused, by the 
simplicity of the German legislators. The party accused 
might justify his innocence, by producing before their tri- 
bunal a number of friendly witnesses, who solemnly declared 
their belief, or assurance, that he was not guilty. According 
to the weight of the charge, this legal number of compurga- 
tors was multiplied ; seventy-two voices were required to ab- 
solve an incendiary, or assassin ; and when the chastity of a 
queen of France w as suspected, three hundred gallant nobles 
swore, without hesitation, that the infant prince had been 
actually begotten by lier deceased husband ^. The sin and, 
scandal of manifest and frequent perjuries engaged the magis- 
Ifetes to remove these dangerous temptations; and to supply 
the defects of human testimony, by the famous experiments 
of fire and water. These extraordinary trials were so capiici- 


* See in the sixth volume of the works of Heineccius, the Elementa Ju- 
ris Gernianici, 1. ii. p. ii. No. 261, 262. 280 — -283. Yet some vestiges of 
these pecuniary compositions for murder have been traced in Germany, 
as late as the sixteentn century, 

t I’he whole subject of the Germanic jud|:cs, and tbelr jurisdiction, is 
copiously treated by Heineccius (Element. Jur. Germ. Liii* No. 1—72. 
I cannot find any proof, that under the Merovingian race, the or 

assessors, were chosen by the people. 

J Greg. Turon. 1. viii. c. 9* in tom. ii. p- 8l6« Montetoiafiin ooihnrea 
(Esprit^ des Loix, I. xxviii. c. 13.), that the Salic law did imt admlllhese 
negatip^ proofs so universally estaWished iii the Barbaric codes. Ifft 
obscure concubine (Frede^ndis), who became the wift of the grapdlioil of 
Clovis, must have followed the Salic law. 

T 2 
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contrived^ that^ ia some cases^ guilty and innocence in 
ihers, could not be proved without the interposition of a 
miracle. Such miracles were readily provided«by frfiud and 
crediiity ; the most intricate causes were determined by this 
easy and infallible method ; and the turbulent BarbarianSj 
who miglit have disdained the sentence of the magistrate, 
submissively acquiesced in the judgment of Cod’**. 

But the trials by single combat gradually obtained superior 
credit and authority, among a warlike people, who could not 
believe, that a brave man deserved to suffer, or tliat a coward 
deserved to livef* Both in civil and criminal proceedings, 
the plaintiff, or accuser, the defendant, or even the witness, 
were exposed to mortal challenge from the antagonist who 
w'as destitute of legal proofs; and it was incumbent on them 
either to desert their cause, or publicly to maintain their ho- 
nour, in the lists of battle. They fought either on foot or 
on horseback, according to the custom of their nation and 
the decision of the sword, or lance, was ratified by the sano 
tion of Heaven, of the judge, and of the people. This san- 
guinary law was introduced into Gaul by tlie Burgundians; 
and their legislator Gundobald§ condescended to answer 
the complaints and objections of his subject Avitus. Is it 
not true,'" said the king of Burgundy to the bishop, that 
the event of national wars, and private combats, is directed 
by the judgment of God ; aud that his providence awards 

^ Muratori, in tlie Antiquities of Italy, has given two Dissertations 
(xxxviii. xxxix.) on the judgments of God, It was expected, that fre 
would not burn the innocent; and that the pure clement of water wou||^ 
not allow the guilty to sink into its bosom. 

t Montesquieu (Esprit des Loix, I. xxviii. c. 17.) has condescended to 
explain and excuse “ Ja maniere dt* penser de nos peres," on the subject 
of judicial combats. He follows this strange institution from the age of 
Gundobald to that uf St. Lewis; and (he philosopher is sometimes lost in 
the legal antiquarian. 

} Ina meiitorable duel at Aix-la-Chapelle (A. D. 820.), before the em- 
peror Lewis the Pious, his biographer oliscr ves, secundum legem propriam, 
utpote quia uterque Gothus erat, equestii pugna congressus est (Vit. Lud. 

in tom. vi. p. lOS.). %inoldus (1. iii. 643'-^()a8. in 

tom. vi. p. 48^50.), who de^ribes the duel, admires the ars nova of fight- 
ing on |iv^back» which was unknown to the Franks. 

S In bis original edict, published at Lyons (A. D, ^Oh) Gundobald esta* 
bllsWs amljustifies the u$e of judicial combat (Lea. Hurgund. tit. xlv. 
in toil, v ji. efi8,). Three hundred years afterwardi?, Agohard, 

t)}shoip;|i^ Lyons, sblicited Lewis the Pious to *al;»piish the law an Ariati 
tyrant (in tom* vb p, Be relates the conversation of Gundo^ 

bald and Avitus. 
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‘^th€ victory to the juster cause r” By such prevailhig ar|| 
gumentSj the absurd and cruel practice of judicial duels^ 
which bad been peculiar to some tribes of Germai}||9 was 
propagated and established in all the monarchies of Eiirope^ 
from Sicily to the Baltic. At the end of ten centuries, the 
reign of legal violence was not totally extinguished ; and the 
ineffectual censures of saints, of popes, and of synods, may 
seem to prove, that the influence of superstition is^vreakened 
by its unnatural alliance with reason and humanity. The 
tribunals were stained with the blood, perhaps, of innocent 
and respectable citizens ; the law, which now favours the 
rich, then yielded to the strong ; and the old, the feeble, 
and the infirm, were condemned, either to renounce their 
fairest claims and possessions, to sustain the dangers of an 
unequal conflict*, or to trust the doubtful aid of a mercenary 
champion. This oppressive jurisprudence was imposed on the 
provincials of Gaul, who complained of any injuries in their 
persons and property. Whatever might be the strength, or 
courage, of individuals, the victorious Barbarians excelled in 
the love and exercise of arms; and the vanquished Roman 
was unjustly summoned to repeat, in his own person, the 
bloody contest, which had been already decided against his 
country f. 

A devouring host of one hundred and twenty thousand 
Germans had formerly passed the Rhine under the command 
of Ariovistus. One third part of the fertile lands of the 
Sequani was appropriated to their use ; and the conqueror 
sioii repeated his oppressive demand of another third, for 
the accommodation of a new colony of tw'cnty-four thousand 


• ** Accidit (says Agobard), ut non solum vakntcs viribus, sed etiam iw- 
“ firm! et senes lacessantur ad pugnain, etiam pro vilissimis rebus. Qui- 
“ bus fpralibus cerlaminibus contiiigunt homicidia in justa; et crudetes ac 
" perversi cvcntus judiciorutn.” Like a prudent rhetorician, he suppressesf 
the legal privilege of hiring champions. 

t Montesquieu (Esprit des Loiv, xxtiii. c. 14 .), who understaods^ty/f^ ' 
the judicial combat was admitted by the Burgundians, Kipuariqns, Ale- 
inannl, Bavarians, Lombards, Thuringians, Prisons, and'Saxons, is satis* 
(and Agobard seems to countenance the asse« tion), that i| Wag not 
allowed by the Salic law. Yet the same custom, at least in of Ire^n, 

is mentioned by Ermoldus Nigellus (i. iii. 543. in tom. vj. p. 48.), 
anonymous biographer of Lewis the Pious (c. 46. iatouivvi. p. l a* 
the nioB antiquua Prancorum, more Francis solito/' &c. cxpressidli t<x> , 
general to exclude thf tioblcst of their tribes. 
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lilirbaria»s, whom he had invited to shkre the rieh harvest 
c^ Gatil ♦. At the distance of five hundred years^ the Visi- 
goths #id Burgundians^ who revenged the defiiat of Ario- 
vistus, usurped the same unequal proportion of two thirds 
of the subject lands. But this distribution^ instead of 
spreading over the province, may be reasonably confined ta 
the peculiar districts where the victorious people had been 
planted by their own choice, or by the policy of their leader, 
in these districts, each Barbarian was connected by the lies 
of hospitality with some Roman provincial. To this unwel- 
come guest, the proprietor was compelled to abandon two 
thirds of his patrimony : but the German, a shepherd, and 
a hunter, might sometimes content himself with a spacious’ 
range of wood and pasture, and resign the smallest, though 
most valuable, portion, to the toil of the industrious hus- 
bandman f. The silence of ancient and authentic testimony 
has encouraged an opinion, that the rapine of the Franks 
was not moderated, or disguised, by the forms of a legal di- 
vision ; that they dispersed themselves over the provinces of 
Gaul, without order or controul ; and that each victorious^ 
robbef, according to his wants, his avarice, and his strength, 
measured with his sword the extent of his hew inheritance. 
At a distance from their sovereign, the Barbarians might 
indeed be tempted to exercise such arbitrary depredation ; 
but the firm and artful policy of Clovis must curb a licen- 
tious spirit, which would aggravate the misery of the van- 
quished, whilst it corrupted the union and discipline of the 
conquerors. The memorable vase of Soissons is a monu- 
ment, and a pledge, of the regular distribution of the Gallic 
spoils. It was the duty, and the interest, of Clovis, to pro- 
vide rewards for a successful army, and settlements for a 
jiumerous people ; without inflicting any wanton, or super* 

• Caesar de Bell. Gall. 1. i. c. 31. in tom. i. p. 213. 

t The jihscure hints of a division of lands occasionally scattered in the 
laws of the Burundians (tit. liv. No. l. 2. in tom. iv. p. 27U )» and 

Visigoths (1. X. tit. i. No. 8, 9- l6. in torn. iv. p. 428, 429, 430.), are skil- 
fully explitin^ by the president Montesquieu (Esprit des Loix, 1. xxx. 
c. 1 fhsul only add, that among the Goths, the division seemf 

to hiive ascertained by the judgment of the neighbourhood j that the 

Barl^riahs firequently usurped the remaining andi that theEomai|« 
might f^cdver tbdf right*, unless^ they were barred by. a prescription cf 
fifty years. 
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fluous injuries, pn the loyal catholics of Gaul. Tho Wp|| 
fund, which he might lawfully acquire^ of the Imperial pa« 
trimonjr, vacant lands, and Gothic usurpations, woul^ dimit 
nish the cruel necessity of seizure and confiscation; and the 
fumble provincials would more patiently acquiesce in the 
equal and regular distribution of their loss*. 

The wealth of the Merovingian princes consisted in their 
extensive domain. After the conquest of Gaul, they still 
delighted in the rustic simplicity of their ancestors; the 
cities were abandoned to solitude and decay ; and their coins, 
their charters, and their synods, are still inscribed with the 
names of the villas, or rural palaces, in which they success 
sively resided. One hundred and sixty of these palaces, a 
title which need not excite any unseasonable ideas of art or 
luxury, were scattered through the provinces of their king- 
dom; and if some might claim the honours of a fortress, the 
far greater part could be esteemed only in the light of pro- 
fitable farms. The mansion of the long-haired kings was 
surrounded with convenient yards, and stables, for the cattle 
and the poultry ; the garden was planted with pseful vege- 
tables; the various trades, the labours of agriculture, and 
even the arts of hunting and fishing, were exercised by ser- 
vile hands for the emolument of the sovereign ; his maga- 
zines were filled with corn and wine, either for sale or con- 
sumption ; and the whole administration was conducted by the 
strictest maxims of private oeconomy f . This ample patrimony 
was appropriated to supply the hospitable plenty of Clovis, 
ttn4 his successors ; and to reward the fidelity of their brave 
companions, who, both in peace and war, were devoted to 
their personal service. Instead of an horse, or a suit of ar- 

* It is singular enough, that the president de Montesquieu (Esprit det 
Loix, 1. XXX. c. 7.)> the Abbe de Mably (Observations tom. i. p. 2!, 
22.), agree in this strange sup^position of arbitrary and private rapine. 
The count de Boulainvilliers (fetat de la France, tom. i. p. 22, 2S.J sneWa 
a strong understanding, through a cloud of ignorance and prejudice. 

t See the rustic edict, or rather code of Charlemagne, which contains 
seventy distinct and minute regulations of that great monarch (in tom. v. 
p, 652— 657.)* He requires an account of the horns and skins of the 
goats, allows bis fish to be sold, and carefully directs, that the krger 
Aillas {Capitanea) shall maintain one hundred nens and thirtjr and 

the Analler {Mnnsionaies} fifty hens and twelve geese. Mabjlmn (|e Re 
Diplomatica; has investigated the names, the number, and the sittiallbii of 
the Merovingian villas. ^ ' 
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each companion, according to bis raink, or merit, ot 
favour, was invested with a heriejice, the primitive name, and 
most simple form, of the feudal possessions. TTiesc gifts might 
be resumed at the pleasure of the sovereign ; and his feeble 
prerogative derived some support from the influence of hi» 
liberality. But this dependent tenure was gradually abo- 
lished by the independent and rapacious nobles of France, 
who established the perpetual property, and hereditary suc- 
cession, of their benefices; a revolution salutary to the 
earth, which had been injured, or neglected, by its preca- 
rious masters +. Besides these royal and beneficiary estates, 
^ large proportion had been assigned, in the division of 
Gaul, of allodial and Salic lands : they were exempt from 
tribute, and the Salic lands were equally shared among the 
male descendants of the Franks J. 

la the bloody discord, and silent decay of the Merovin- 
gian line, anew order of tyrants arose in the provinces, who, 
under the appellation of Seniors, or Lords, usurped a right 
to govern, and a licence to oppress, the subjects of their 
peculiar territory. Their ambition might be checked by the 
hostile resistance of an equal : but the laws were extin- 
guished ; and the sacrilegious Barbarians, who daied to pro- 
voke the vengeance of a saint or bishop^, would seldom 
respect the land-marks of a profane and defenceless neigh- 
bour. The common, or public, rights of nature, such as 
they had alwa}s been deemed by the Roman jurispru- 
dence ||, were severely restrained by the German conquerors^ 
whose amusement, or rather passion, was the exercisf o( 

* Trom a passaj^eof the Burgundian law (tit. i. No. 4. in tom. iv. p. 257.) 
it is evident, that a deserving son might expect to hold the lands which 
his father had received fi oin the royal bounty of Gundobald. The Bur- 
gundians would firmly maintain their privilege, and their example might 
encourage the beneficiaries of France. 

t The revolutions of the benefices and the fiefs are clearly fixed by the 
Ahhi de Mably. His accurate distinction of times him a merit to 
which even Montesquieu is a stranger. 

J See the Salic law (tit. IxiL in tom. iv, p. 156.). The origin and na- 
ture of these Salic lands, which in times of ignorance were perfectly no- 
derstood, now perplex our most learned and sagacious critics. 

5 Many of theitwo hundred and six miracles of St. Martin (Oreg. 
I'uron. in Maxima Bibliotheca Patrum, tom. xi. p. 896 — 932.) were re, 
peatedly performed to punish sacrilege. Audite haec omnes (exolaimi 
the bishop of Tours), potestatem habentes, after relating, bow some horses 
run mad, that had been turned into a sacred meadow. 

11 Betnec. Element. Jur. German. 1. ii. p. 1. No. 8. 
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hunting. The vajruc dominion, which Man has assumed 
over thcMvild inhabitants of the earth, the air, and the waters, 
was confined^ to some fortunate individuals of the human 
species. tJaul was again overspread with woods; and the 
animals, who were reserved fur tlie use, or pleasure of the 
lord, might ravage, with impunity, the fields of his indus- 
trious vassals. The cliace was the sacied privilege of the 
nobles, and tbeir domestic servants. Plebeian transgressors 
were legally chastised with stiipes and imprisonment* ; but 
iu an age which admitted a slight composiiion for the life of 
a citiz^^n^ it was a capital crime to destroy a iftag or a wild 
bull within the precincts of the royal forests f. 

According to the maxims of ancient w'ar, the conqueror 
became the lawful master of the enemy whom he had sub- 
dued and spared X • and the fruitful cause of personal slavery, 
which had been almost suppressed by the peaceful sovereignty 
of Rome, was again revived and multiplied by the perpetual 
hostilities of the indei)endent Barbarians. 'Phe Goth, the 
Burgundian, or the Frank, who returned from a successful 
expedition, dragged after him a long train of sheep, of oxen, 
and of human captives, whom he treated with the same bru- 
tiil contempt. Tlie youths of an elegant form and ingenu- 
ous aspect, were set apart for Uie domestic service; a doubt- 
ful situation, which alternately expo^ed tliem to the favoura- 
ble, or cruel, impulse of passion. The useful mechanics and 

* Jonas, bidiop of Orleans (A, D. 821 — 826. Cave. Hist. Litteraria, P. 

4 i3.) censures t\w Ic^al tyrmniy of the nobler. Pro sens, quas cura horal- 
nuin non ahiit, sed^ l)cus in commune niortaiibus ad utendum concessit,. 
jjaupcreSi u potentioribus spobautur, ilagp'iantur, cr^ti'lnlis dctrudiuitur, et 
niulta alia paliuntur. Hoccnim qui facamt, Ic^cmundi se facert juste posse 
contendant. l)e Instiiutione Lajcoruin, 1. ii. c. ‘^3. apud Tbomassin, Dis- 
cipline dc I’Ei^bsc, tom. iii. p. 1848. 

t On a mere suspicion, Chundo, a cliamborlain of J outran, king of 
Purgundy, was stoned to dealli (Ore;;. 'J'liron. 1. x. c. 10. in tom. ii. p. 3G9.). 
John ef Salisbary (Policrat. 1. i. c. 4.) asserts the rights of nature, and 
exposes the cruel practice of the twelfth century. Sec Ileincccius, Elem, 
Jur. Germ. I. ii. p. 1. No. 51 — 57. 

t The custom of cnslavmu; prisoners of war writs totally extinguished in 
the thirteenth century, by the prevailing influence^ gf Christianity; but it 
might be proved, from frequent passages of Gregory of Tours, &c. that it 
was practised, without censure, under the Merovingian race; and even 
(irotiiiK himself (de Jure Belli et Pacis, 1. iii. c. 7.), as well as his commen- 
tator Barbeyrac,' have laboured to reconcile it with the laws of nature and 
•reason. ^ 

VoL. V. 


U 
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servants (smiths, carpenters, taylors, shoemakers, cooks, 
gardeners, dyers, and workmen in gold and silver, &c.) 
ployed their skill for the use, or profit, of their mas|er. But 
the Roman captives, who were destitute of art, but capable of 
labour, were condemned, without regard to their former 
rank, to tend the cattle, and cultivate the lands of the Barba- 
rians. The number of tlie hereditary bondsmen, who were 
attached to the Gallic estates, was continually increased by 
new supplies; and the servile people, according to the situa- 
tion and temper of their lords, was sometimes raised by pre- 
carious indulgence, and more frequently depressed by capri- 
cious despotism An absolqte power of life and death was 
exercised by these lords ; and when they married their daugh- 
ters, a train of useful servants, chained on the waggons to 
prevent their escape, was sent as a nuptial present into a dis-» 
tant country t« The majesty of the Roman laws protected 
the liberty of each citizen against the rash ellects of his own 
diw«5tress, or despair. But the subjects of tlie Merovingian 
kings might alienate their personal freedom ; and this act of 
legal suicide, which was familiarly practised, is expressed in 
terms most disgraceful and afflicting to the dignity of human 
nature The example of the poor, who purchased life by 
tlie sacrifice of all that can render life desirable, was gradually 
imitated by the feeble and the devout, who,^ in times of 
public disorder, pusillanin»ously crowded to shelter them- 
selves under the battlements of a powerful chief, and aroimd 
the shrine of a popular saint. Their submission was accepted 

l^y these temporal, or spiritual, patrons ; and the hasty trans- 

* 

f The fctJite, professions, &c. of the German, Italian, nncl Gallic slaves, 
during: the mitlcllc a^xes, are explained by ileinccclus (Kleiuenr. Jur. Germ. 
1. i. No 28—47.), Munitori (Dissertat. xiv. xv.). Ducangc (Gioxs sub vocc 
SkrDi)t and the ./ibbe de Mably (Observations, tom. ii. p. S,\c. p. 237, tVc.). 

t Ciegory of Tours (1. 6. c. 45. in tom. ii. p. 2BP.) relates a meniorable 
examples, in wbicb Cbilperic only abused the private rights of a tuasler. 
Many families, which belonged to his domus Jhiulcs in tlic neighboudiood of 
Paris, were forcibly sent away into Spain. 

t Liccntiaiii habeutii^ milu qualctacunque volueritis disciplinain ponerc : 
X(©1 venunidare, aut quod vobis phicuerit do me lacerc. Marcnlf. Fonnul. 
1 . ii. 28. in tom. iv. p. 497. The Fcrpivla of linden hrogiu'> (p. 559.), and 
tb»U: of Anjou (p, 56*5.) are to the same elfect, ' Grcji^ory of Fours (1. \ii. r. 
45 . in toin. ii. p. 311.) speaks of imiuy person^ who sold diemselvcs for 
bre^, in grotft fignlpe. 
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action irrecoverably fixed their own condition, and that of 
their latest posterity. From the reign of Clovis, during fire 
successive centuries, the laws and manners df Gaul uniformly 
tended to promote the increase and to confirm the duration, 
of personal servitude. Time and violence almost obliterated 
the intermediate ranks^of society; and left an obscure and 
narrow interval between the noble and the slave. Tliis arbi- 
trary and recent division has been transformed by pride and 
prejudice into a national distinction, universally established 
by the arras and the laws of the Merovingians. The nobles, 
who claimed their genuine, or tabulous, descent, from the 
independent and victorious Franks, have asserted, and abused, 
the indefeasible right of conquest, over a prostrate crowd of 
slaves atid plebeians^ to whom they imputed tlie imaginary 
disgrace of a Gallic, or Roman, extraction, 

I’lie general state and revolutions of France^ a name 
which was imposed by the conquerors, may be illustrated by 
the particular example of a province, a diocese, or a senato- 
rial tamily. Auvergne had formerly maintained a just pre- 
eminence among the independent states and cities of Gaul* 
The brave and numerous inhabitants displayed a singular 
trophy ; the sword of Cuesar himself, which he had lost 
when he was repulsed before the walls of Gergovia*. As 
the common offspring of I’roy, they claimed a fraternal alli- 
ance with the Romans f ; and if each province had imitated 
the courage and loyalty of Auvergne, the fall of the Western 
empire might have been prevented, or delayed. They firmly 
maintained the fidelity which they had reluctantly sworn to 
the Visigoths ; but when their bravest nobles had fallen in 
the battle of Poitiersi they accepted, without resistance, a 
victorious and catholic sovereign. This easy and valuable 
conquest was atchieved, and possessed, by Theodoric, thOv 

* When Cffisar saw it he laughed (Plutarch, in Cfesar. in tam. i. p. 400.): 
jret he relates his uhsuccesful siege otOergovia, with less tVank ness than 
tie might expect frdm a great man to whom victory was tamiliar. He ao 
knowiedges, liowever, that in one attack he lost iorty-six centurions and 
seven hundred men (de Bell. Gallico, 1. vi c. 44 — 63. in tom. i. p. 2f0— 
272. 

t Audebant se quondam fratres Latio dicere, et sanguine ab Iliuco popo- 
los cornputafe (Sidon. Apoliinar. 1. vii. cpist. 7. in tom. 1. p. 799.). 1 aia 

.not informed of the degrees and circumstances of this fabulous ptdigrGt. 

U 2 
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oldest fon of Clovis : but the remote province was separated 
from his Aastraskti dominions, by the intermediate kin^^ 
donis of Soissons, Paris, and Orleans, which formed, after 
their fathers death, the inheritance of his three brothers. 
The king of Paris, Chihlebert, was tempted by the neigh* 
bowrhood and beauty of Auvergne'**. The upper country, 
which rises towards the south into the mountains of the 
Cevennes, presented a rich and various prospect of woods 
and pastures ; the sides of the hills were clothed with vines; 
and each eminence was crowned with a villa or castle. In 
the Lower Auvergne, the river Allier flows through the fair 
and spacious plain of Lirnagne ; and the inexhaustible fer- 
tility of tlie soil supplied, and still supplies, without any 
Jnterval of repose, the (’onstant re petition of the same har- 
vests f. On the false re[)ort, that their lawful sovereign had 
been shin in Germany, the city and diocese of Auvergne 
were betrayed by the grandson of Sidonius Apollinaris. 
Childebcrt enjoyed this clandestine victory ; and the fre^ 
subjects of Theodoric threatened to desert his standard, if 
lie indulged his private resentment, while the nation was en* 
gaged in the Burgundian war. But the Franks of Austrasia 
soon yielded to the persuasive eloquence of their king. 

Follow me,*' said Theodoric, into Auvergne : I will 
** lead you into a province, w^here you may acquire gold, 
silver, slaves, cattle, and precious apparel, to the full 
^ extent of your wishes. I repeat my promise; I give you 
the people, and their wealth, as your prey ; and you may 
** transsport them at pleasure into your own country.” By 
the execution of {this promise, Theodoric justly forfeited the 
allegiance of a people, whom he devoted to destruction. 

i * Either the first, or second, partition among t)ie sons of Clovis, had 
given Berry to Childehert (Greg. Turon.I. iii. c. 12, in tom. ii. p. 1Q2.). 
Veliin (snitl he) Arvernani Lemanm, qua? lanla jocunditatis gratis refulgere 
dicitur oculis cernerj^l. iii, c. 9. p. 191). The face of the country was 
concealed by ,a tliick fog, wiiea the king of Paris made his entry into 
CkTuiont. . I . . , ^ . 

t For the ncscription of Auvergne, see Sidonlus (1. iv. epist. 21. m tom. i. 
p. 793.), with the notes of Savuron and Sirmond (p. 279. and 51. of their 
jnespective editions). Boulainvilhers (Etat de la France, torn. ii. p. 242 — 
jjJdS.^and the Abbe dc la Longuerue (Description de ia France, part i. 
p. 139.), ... 
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His troops, reinforced by the fiercest Barbarians of' Gemia- 
ny spread desolation over the fruitfdJ face of Anvergiie; 
and two places only, a strong castle, and a Iioly shrine, were 
saved, or redeemed, from their licentious fury; The castle of 
Meroliucf? was seated on a lofty rock, which rose an hun- 
dred feet above the surface of the plain ; and a large reser- 
voir of fresh water was inclosed, with some arable lands, 
witifm the circle of its fortifications. Tlie Franks beheld 
with envy and despair this impregnable fortress: but they 
surprised a party of fifty stragglers : and as they w^ere op- 
pressed by the number of their captives, they fixed at a tri- 
fling ransom, the alternative of life or death for these wretched 
victims, whom the cruel Barbarians were prepaid to massa- 
cre on the refusal of the garrison. Another detachment pe- 
netrated as far as Brivas, or Brioude, where the inhabitants, 
■With their valuable effects, had taken refuge in the sanctuary 
of St. Julian. The doors of the church resisted the assault; 
but a daring soldier entered through a window of the choir, 
and opened a passage to his companions. The clergy and 
people, the sacred and the profane spoils, were rudely torn 
d’rom the altar; and the sacrilegious division was madeat^a 
small distance from the town of Brioude. But this act of 
impiety was severely chastised by the devout son of Clovis. 
He punished with death the most atrocious ofi’enders ; left 
their secret accomplices to the vengeance of St. Juliait; 
released the captives ; restored the plunder ; and extended 
the rights of sanctuary, five miles round the sepulchre of the 
holy martyr 

* Furorrrn jrontium, qnaj deulteriore Rlicni amnis parte venerent, supe- 
rnre non pot^rai (Orcfj;. Turoii. 1. iv. c. 50. in tom. ii. 2^29.), was the excuse 
of another kinr; of Austrasia (A. D. 57 i.), for the ravages which his troops 
committed in t!ie neighbourliood of Paris. 

f From the name and situation, the Benedictine editors of Gregory of 
Tours (in- tom. ii. p. 192.) have fixed this fortress at a place named Castel 
Merliac, two miles from Mauriac, in the Upper Auvergne. In tiiis ck- 
scription, I translate infra as if 1 read intra; the two prepositions are per- 
petually confounded by Gregory, or his transcriber^; and the sense must 
always decide. 

t See these revolutions, and wmrs, of Auvergne in Gregory of Tows 
(l ii. c. 37. in tom. ii.Jp. 183. and I. iii. c. 9. 12, 13. p. 191, 192. de Miraculis 
St. Julian, c. 13. in tom. li. p. 466.). lie frequently betrays his extraordi- 
• naj’y attent o.i to his native country. 
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Before the A ustrasiar* anhy retreated from A uvergne^ Tlte- 
odoric exacted pledges of the future loyalty of a peo- 
ple, whose just hatred could be restrained only by^ their tear. 
A select hand of noble youths, the sons of the principal sena- 
tors, was delivered to the conqueror, as the hostages ot the 
feith of Childeberty and of their conutrytneiL On the first 
rvmour of war, or conspiracy, these guiltless youths were 
reduced to a state of servitude; and one of them, Attalus 
whose adventures are more particularly related ^ kept his mas- 
ter’s horses in the diocese of Treves. After a painful search, 
he was discovered, in this unworthy occupation, hy theemis- 
vaxies of his grandtather, Gregory bishop of Langres ; but 
his offers of ransom were sternly rejected by the avarice of 
the Barbarian, who required an exorbitant sum of ten pounds 
of gold for the freedom of his noble captive. His delive- 
rance was effected by the hardy stratagem of Leo, a slave 
helonging to the kitchens of the bishop of Langres f* An 
unknown agent easily introduced him into the same family. 
The Barbarian purchased Leo for the price of twelve pieces of 
gold ; and was pleased to learn, that he was deeply skilled in 
the luxury of an episcopal table : ‘‘ Next Sunday,'’ said the 
FrankJ I shall invite my neighbours, and kinsmen. Exert 
^ thy art, and force them to confess, that they have never 
^ seen, or tasted, such an entertainment, even in the king's 
house.” Leo assured him, that if he would provide a suf- 
ficient quantity of poultry, his wishes should be satisfied. 
The master, who already aspired to the merit of elegant hos- 
pitality, assumed, as his own, tlie praise which the voracious 
guests unanimously bestowed on his cook ; and the dexte- 

• The story of Attalus is related by Gregory orT()urs(l. iii. c. IG. in tom. 
iL p. 193—195.). His editor, the P. Huinart, confounds tliis Attalus, who 
was a youth (ptier) in the year 532 with a friend of Sidonius of the same 
name, who was count of Autun, fifty or sixty years before. Such an error^ 
which cannot be imputed to ignorance, is excused, iu some degree, by its 
own magnitude. , ^ 

t This Gregory, the great graudfntlior of Gregory of Tours (in tom. ii. 
p. 197. 490.) lived aincty-cwo years; of which he passed forty ms count of 
Autun^ and thirty-two as bishop of Langres. According to the poet Fortu- 
Aatus, be displayed equal merit in these different stations. 

Nobiiis antiqufi decurrens prole parentum, 

Nobilior gestis, nunc super astm manet. 

Arbiter anttj ferox, dcin pins ipse sacerdos, 

Quos domuit judex, so vet toore patris^. 
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rous Leo insensibly acquired the trust and manugero^nt of 
his hnuseliold. After the patient expectation of a wlioje 
year, he cautiously whispered his design to Attalus>and eK-v 
horted him to prepare for flight in the ensuing night. At tha 
h()ur of midnight, the iiftenjjjemte guests retired from table; 
(ind the Frank’s son in-law, whom Leo attended to hi# 
apartment, w^ith a nocturnal potation, condescended to jest 
on the facility with which he might betray his trust. Tti# 
intrepid slave, after sustaining this dangerous raillery, entered 
his master’s bed-chamber; removed his spear and shield; 
t;ilentiy drew the fleetest horses from the stable; unbar* 
Yvd the ponderous "ates; and excited Attalus to save 
his life and liberty by incessant diligence. Their apprehen* 
y'ions urged them to leave their horses on the banks of the 
Mmise ^ ; they swam the river, w^andered three days in the 
adjacent forest, and subsisted only by the accidental disco* 
very of a wild plum-tree. As they lay concealed in a dark 
tlncket, they heard the noise of horses ; they were terrified 
hy the angry countenance of their master, and they anxioiis- 
}y listened to his declaration, that, if he could seize the guilty 
fugitives, one of them he would cut in pieces with his .sword, 
and would expose the other on a gibbet. At length, Attalus, 
and his faithful Leo, reached the friendly liabitation of a 
presbyter of Rheims, who recruited their fainting strength 
with bread and wine, concealed them from the search of 
their enemy, and safely conducted them, beyond the limits of 
the Austrasian kingdom, to the episcopal palace of Langres. 
Gregory embraced his grandson with tears of joy, gratefully 
delivered Leo, with his whole family, from the yoke of ser* 
yitude, and bestowed on him the property of a farm, where 
he might end his days in happiness and freedom. Perhaps 
this singular adventure, which is marked with so many cir- 
cumstances of truth and nature, was related by Attalus him- 
self, to his cousin, or nephew, the first historian of the 
Franks. Gregory of Tours f was born about sixty years 

* As IVf . dc A^alais, and th« P. Ruinart, are determined ta change the 
Moselh of the text into it becoinebine to acquiesce in die altc'i'utioiu 
Yet, atcer some examination ot the topography,! could defend tlie common 
reading. 

* t Tl»c parents of Gregory (Gregorius Florentins Georgius) were of noble 
extraction ( mUditus . . . illustr€s), and they possessed lar^jo estates (lata* 
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tbe death of Sidoniiis ApoHioaria; and tlieir ^ittiation 
was almoat similar^ since each of them was a native of An*- 
wgh^»'a senator, ahd a bishop. I’he difference of tijeir 
style and sentiments may, therefore^#expre^s the decay of 
GmA ; and clearly ascertain how much, in so short a space, 
the human mind had lost of ifs energy and refiiienient 
We are now qualified to despise the opposite, and, perhapiS, 
artfiil, misrepresentations, which have softened, or cxaggera- 
Iffd, the oppression of the Romans of Gaul under the reign 
of the Merovingians* The corKjuerors never promulgated 
any umvenal edict of servitude, or confiscation : but a de- 
lenerate people, who excused their weakness by the speciotis 
names of politeness and pc^acc, was exposed to the arms and 
laws of the ferocious Barbarians, who contemptuously in- 
sulted their possessions, their freedom, and their safety. 
Their personal injuries were partial and irregular; but the 
great body of the Homans survived the revolution, and still 
preserved the property, and privileges, of citizens. A large 
portion of their lands was exacted for tl)e use of the Franks: 
but they enjoyed the remainder, exempt from tribute 1 5 and 
the same irresistible violence which swept away tlie arts and 
manufactures of Gaul, destroyed the elaborate and expensive 
system of Imperial despotism. The Provincials must fre- 
quently deplore tlie savage juris j)rudence of the Salic or 
Kipuarian laws; but their private life, in the imjx)rtant con- 
cerns of marriage, testaments, or inheritance, was still regulat 
led by the Theodosian Code ; and a discontented Roman 
might freely aspire, or descend, to the character and title of 
a Barbarian. The honours of the state were accessible to his 

fundia) both in Auvergne nnd Bunrirndy He w^s bora in the year 539*, 
wiis consecrnU'tl hinliitjp of Tours in 57d, and died in 393, or 3D3, soon after 
be bad tcnninaiod bis history. 6 cp Ins life b^ Odo, abbot of t>iu;;i»y ((14 
tom. ii. p. 129 — 13.') ), ninl a new Life in liie JMcinoirts dc rAcadciiwc, &c. 
torn. xxvi. p. 301> — 637. 

♦ Deretiente atquc imino potius perounte ab urbibns Gnllicanis libera- 
bum cuhurA litcrannn, praefut. in tom. ii. p. 137.), is ti»e comj Idnt 

of lb<^j;ory himself, wlnvt\ be fully verifies by his own work. His style is 
cmially devoid of clesrnnce and simplicity. In a conspicuous station lie 
itib ixrnamcd a .sirainjer to l»is own age anti country; and in a prolix work 
ftbe five last hooks contain ten yeai«) he has omitted almost every tbiiij: 
tiiat posif rity learn, I have tediously acquired, by a painful pc- 

nisni, tin* richl of prononin ing this unfavourable sentence, 

t liie Abbe dc Mablv aoiii. 1 . p. Si47 — 267) has diligently confirmed this 
hptnwn of I Itc* preside III do *)l.ouU‘sqni^ti (L.'*pik dcs i*oix, L xxx. c. 13.). t 
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anMtion : the education and temper of the Romana tnnre 
peculiarly qualified them far the offices of civil 
atod, as soon as emulation had rekindled their milimry*iltfoar, 
they wer? perniittedgto march in the ranks, or even at th«* 
head, of the victorious Germans. 4 shall not attempt to 
enumerate the generals and magistrates, whose names* 
attest the liherai policy of the Merovingians. The supreme 
eonimaijd of Burgundy, wiilitlie title of Patrician, 
cessively entrusted to the three Romans ; and the last, and 
most powerful, Mumriiolus+, who alternately laved and 
disturbed the monarchy, had supplanted, his father in the^ 
station of count of Autun, and left a treasure of 
talents of gold, and two hundred and fifty talents of silver. 
The fierce and illiterate Barbarians were excluded, during 
several generations, from the dignities, and even from the 
oiders,of the church The clergy of Gaul consisted almost 
entirely of native provincials; the haughty Franks fell pros* 
tratealthe feet of their subjects, who were dignified with the 
episcopal character ; and the power and riches which had 
been lost in war, were insensibly recovered by superstition 
In all temporal affairs, the Theodoslan Code was the univer- 
sal law of the clergy ; but the Barbaric jurisprudence had 
liberally provided for their personal safety : a sub-deacon was 
equivalent to two Franks ; the antrustion, and priest, were 
held in similar estimation ; and the life of a bishop was 
appreciated far above the common standard, at the price of 


* See Dubos, Hist Critique de la Monarchic Fran9oise, tom. ii. 1. vL c. 

0 10. The Frelich Antiquarians establish as a principie^ that the Romafti 
and Barbarians may be distinguished by t{ieir names. Their names ua- 
deubtedly Ibrm a reBSonahla presumption; yet in reading Gregory ofToun, 

1 have obscn’ed Gonduiphus, of Setiatonian or Roman extraction* 0. vi. c. 
11. in tom. ii. jp. 273.); and Claudius, a Barbarian (1. vii. c. 19. p. 303.). 

• t Eupius Mummolus is repeatedly mentioned by Gregory of Toors, 
from the fourth (c. 42. p. 224.) to the seventh (c. 40. p. 310.) book. The 
computation by talents is singular enough; but if Gregory attached any 
meaning to that obsolete word, the tre^res of Mummolus must have 
ceeded 100,000 1 sterling. 

t See FlCury, Discours iii. sur PHistt^c Fccleslastique. 

§ The htsliop of Tours himself has recorded die complaint of Chilpeitc^ 
the gmudsQn or Clovis.^^ £cce paup^ remansit Fiscus noster ; ecce oivitifi 
nostrte ad dccleaias stmt tmtsla^ : ppoitus nisi soli £piscx>|» rsgumit 

(1. vi. 9. 43. in tom. ii. p. 201v). 

Vot. V. X 
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|i|i^Jhu»d|i^ pieces of jolfj •. The Romans commuRio^ 
conquerors the use qf .the Christian, religjjon afid 
l!atiri||ngua^t. but their language and their religion h|4 
a^ke df^enanikd iremn the simple pu | || v of the ;^qguslA^, 
an^Apqstahc, age. Tilp progress of superstition.aod ,Barbfr 
riftp .was rapid andv universal : the wor-'liip of the saints 
it^acealed from vulgar eyes the God of the C|iristians; ,aQd 
irj«t|c dialect of peasants and sokfiers was corrupted Ijy 
a tdioiu and pronunciation. Yet, such. intercourse 

of sacre4>%nd social couimutijon eradicated th^ distinctions 
of birth and victory ; and the riations of Gaul ; were gradually 
under the name and government of the Franks, 
s, after they mingled with tlieir Gallic subjects, 
might have imparted the most valuable of human gifts, A 
spirit, and system, of constitutional liberty. Under a khjg 
hereditary hut limited, the clriefs and counsellors might have 
debated, at Paris, in the palace of the Caesars : the adjacent 
field, where the emperors reviewed their mercenary legiops, 
would have admitted the legislative assembly of freemen and 
warriors ; and the rude model, which had been sketched in 
the woods of Germany J, might have been polished tmd im- 
proved by the civil wisdom of the Romans. But die careless 
Barbarians, secure of theii personal indejiendence, disdained 
the labour of government: the annual assemblies of th* 
mouth of March were silently abolished ; and the nation was 
separated, and alijio,st dissolved, by the conquest qf Gaul |« 
The monarchy was left witliout any regular establishment of 

• Sec the Ripe jvnan Code (tit. x!ixTi. in tom. iv. p. 241). The Salic 
laiiwiloe? not provide fiir the safety of the clei|^, and wjf, anight suppose^ 
on ihe behalf of the niqre civilised tribe, tWt they l»ad not foreseen suci||iti 
impious ait as the murocr of a priest. %et Prajtextat w.s, arohbisljop of 
!l^ueu, was assassinated by the order of queen Frcdc^aadis a 
tar (Greg. Turon. 1. viii c. 31. in tom. ii. p. 326.), ^ 

t M. Bonainy (!Mcm. dc rAcadeihie des Inscriptions, tola, jtxiv. p. 
iiiis ascertained the Ungva Bomm Bmfim, which, through ilie 
medium of the Bsmance^ has gradually been polished into tJie aotuaf form 
e^tbe Freacb laoguff e- Vadt^pLie Cariovingian race,, the hinge and no* 
of France sttfl understood the dialect of their German ancestoiV 
t Cc beau system^ a i«i bois. Montesquieu Esprit dcs 

, 4 Sec die de Mahly. Ob!s^n|atmns;i&c. tom. 154;-^. H 
abpdd fhjit^the msUtiij^on j^jsatmnai as^hhlies, vlncb are ^ 
With wlfrendlt xmtion^ Batc lim bongemal to its ^mper. 


; i^Blpuncled 
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foStlfce, i>f arms, or of revenue. .The succeasbi^ of 
tviinted resolution to assuihe^ of 'kreiigth t6 exerciseVlJie 
kgi'ilative and executive poweri^,, which the peSSffe had 
the roy^rerogative was distinguished oily by a 
ample |riviiege of rapine aticf^feurder ; and the lolre of 
jf^eedoiti, so dfien invigorated and disgraced by private 
ambition, was reduced, among the licentious Franks, |0 the 
irontempt of order, and the* desire of impunity^ "S^etity- . 
five years after the death of Clovis Jiis gra^dsoh, Gontrats 
king of Burgundy,' sent an army to itivadd* the Gothic 
possessions of Septimania, or Languedoc. The troops ^ 
Burgundy, Berrj^ Auvergne, and the adjacent territorj^* 
vriere excited by the hoj)es of spoil. They marclied, without 
discipline, under the banners of German, or Gallic, counts; 
their attack was feeble and unsuccessful ; but the friendly 
arid Irostjle provinces were desolated wit!) indiscriminate 
rage. I'he corn fields, the villages, the churches themselves, 
were consumed by fire; tlje inhabitants were massacred ot^ 
dragged iutd captivity ; and, in the disorderly retreat, fivdl 
thousand of these inhuman savages tv^ere destroyed by hunger 
or intestine discord. When the pious Gontiun reproached 
the guilt, or neglect, of their leaders; and threatened to 
inflict, not a legal sentence, but instant and arbitrary execu- 
tion ; they accused the universal and incurable corruption of 
the people. ** No one,’' they said, any longer fears or 
respects hie king, his duke, or his count. Each man loves 
to do evil, and freely indulges his criminal inclinations. 

** The most gentle correction provokes an immediate tumult, 
and the rash magistmte, who presumes to censure or re- 
J* strain his seditious subjects, seldom escapes alive from 
their revengl^.” It has been reserved for the same nation 
to expose, by their intemperate vices, the most odious abuse 
of freedom; and to supply its loss by the spirit of honour 

• Gregory of Tours (1- viii. c. ao. iis tora. ii. p. 3^3, 826.) relates' with 
much iadiflfercuce, the crimes, the reproof, and the apology. NuUus Re- 
pciu memit, nullos Ducem, nuilus Coiwitem revereiar ; et si fortassis abpui 
JSta displiceut, et ea, proioogteyiiii^ yifte vesfrie, etneiidare conatur; gtiitmi 
)ti populo, staum lamukus cWiuir, et in tantum uitusquisque contra 
seuiorom, $!ey& intentione graimtur, cred’tt evudere, si taudm si- 

lere nequiverit. . * ,,, 

xe 
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umanity, which tmw w 

ohjbrffrnc^ to 2 tb absolute / i 

The|!feigoth8 nad re^|t>ed to (Jlovis the greatest p^rt «C 
their Gsdlic possessions ; but their loss w^i||iinpty copJpensateC 
by the Asy conquest, secure enjoyment, of the province , 
of Spkin. From the monarchy of the Gotha, which mm 
inyolted the Suevic kingdom of Gal the modern Spa^ 
niwdt still derive some national vanity ; but the Uistoriau of 
the Hainan Empire is neither invited, nor compelled, to 
pursue the obscure and* barren series of their annals^. The 
Goths of Spain were separated from the rest of mankind, by 
|he lofty ridge of tlie Pyrenjean mountains : their manuera 
an|* institutions, as far as they were common to the Germanic 
trices, have I>een already explained. I have anticifrated^ m 
the preceding chapter, t1>e most important of iheir ecclesiastic 
tal events, the fall of Arianism, and the perseculion of tliei 
Jews : and it only remains to observe some interesting cir* 
^cumstances, which relate to the pivil and ecclesiastical con-^ 
j|titution of the Spanish kingdom. 

After their conversion from idolatry or heresy, the Franks 
and the Visigoths were disposed to embrace, with equal sub- 
mission, the inherent evils, and the accidental benefits, of 
siiperstitipn. But the prelates^ of France, long before the 
extinction of the Merovingian race, had degenerated into 
fighting and hunting Barbarians. They disdained the use of 
synods ; forgot the laws of temperance and chastity; and 
preferred the indulgence of private ambition and luxury, to 
the general interest of the sacerdotal profession The 
bishops of Spaiq respected themselves, and were respected by 
the public: their indissoluble unipn disguised their vices^f 
and confirmed their authority : and the regular discipline of 
the church introduced peace, order, and stability, into the 

* in these dark aaes, has been peculiarly unfortunate. The 

Franks had n Gregory of Tours ; tlie Saxons, or Angles, a Bede ; the Loin- 
barcis#« Patti Warnerrid, Src. B«t*the history of the V^isigotlis is contained 
in the shott and imperfect chronicles of Isidore of Seville, and John of 
Biclar. 

t Such arc the complaints of St. Boniface, the apostle of Gennady, and 
the r^pformcr of Gaol (in torn. iv. p. P-t.y The fbm#ore years, whicii he 
dcpldi'^, of licence and corroptjw, would seem to insintmie, that the Bar* 
'j»riahs were admitted ktlo the dergy about the year 660 . • , 
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gotewm^t of the state. From the reigo of, thft 

first Catholic king, to tha^ of Witi^ the immediate 
cessor of t^e nnfortun|^ Roderic, sixteen national 
were saodessively convfened . The six metropolitans* 

SetHle, Merida, Braga, Tarragona, and Narbonne, preside^ 
accotding te their respective seniority; the assembly wp. 
composed of their suffragan bishops, who app^^aredJn person 
or by their proxies ; and a place was assigned to th^ 
holy or opulent of the Spanish abbots. During th^ fim% 
threes days of the convocation, as long as they agitated the, 
ecclesiastical questions of>doctrine and discipline, tine profane 
laity was excluded from their debates; which were conducted! 
however, with decent solemnity. But on the morning of th^ 
fourth day, the doors were thrown open for the entrance of 
the great officers of the palace, the dukes and counts of the 
provinces, the judges of the cities, and the Gothic nobles; 
and the decrees of Heaven were ratified by the consent of 
the people. The same rules wele observed in the provincial 
assemblies, the annual synods which were empowered to 
hear complaints, and to redress grievances; and a legal 
government was supported by the prevailing influence of the* 
Spanish clergy, llie bishops, who, in each revolution, were 
prepared to flatter the victorious, and to insult the prostrate, 
laboured, with diligence and success, to kindle the flames of 
persecution, and to exalt the mitre above the crown. Yet 
the national councils of Toledo, in which the free spirit of the 
Barbarians was tempered and guided by episcopal fx^iicy, 
have established some prudent laws for the common benefit 
of the king and people. The vacancy of the throne was' 
supplied by the' choice of the bishops and palatines; and 
after the failure of the line of Alaric, the regal dignity was 
still limited to the pure and noble blood of the Goths. Ihe 
clergy, who anointed tlieir lawful prince, always recommend- 
ed, and sometimes practised, the duty of allegiance : and the 
spiritual censures were denounced on the heads of the im- 
pious subjects, who should resist his authority, conspire 
against hh lifejOr^yiqlate, by an indecent union, the chastity 
eyen qf fos widow. But tire monarch himself, when he 
I aecended the throne, was bonnd by a reciprocal oath to God 
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Mi his peopf, that he faithfully exMnit his 

*n»t real or iiti^iiTary failts of his adralhiis^tW^ 
were labject to th| controul of a i)oj|;erful aristopaey : ahd 
th^ hlMrops and palatines were guarded by a fundamental 
Iniyileg^# that, they should not be degraded, in»[»risohddt 
|pitured, nor punished with death, exile, or confkc^iti«!Hi> 
by the free and public judgment of tlieir peers 
One of these legislative councils of Toledo examined and 
l^ihed the code of laws which had been compiled by a sdc* 
Cession of Gothic kings, from the fierce Euric, to the devout 
Egica. As long as ilje Visigoths themselves were satisfied 
f^ith the rude customs of their ancestors, they indulged their 
Sibjcctsof Aquitain and Spain in the enjoyment of the Roman 
law. Tlieir gradual improvement, in arts, in policy, and ait 
length in religion, encouraged them to imitate, and to 
supersede, these foreign institutions ; and to compose a code 
of civil and criminal jurisprudence, for the use of a great 
and united people. The s5me obligations, and the same 
privileges, were communicated to the nations of the Spanish 
monarchy; and the conquerors, insensibly renouncing the. 
Teutonic idiom, submitted to the restraints of equity, and 
exalted the Romans to the participation of freedom. Th6 
merit of this impartial policy was enhanced by the situatioir 
of Spain, under the reign of the Visigoths. I’he Pioviricials 
were long separated from their Arian masters by the irrecon- 
cilable difierence of religion. After tlie conversion of Recared 
had removed the prejudices of the Catholics, the coasts, both 
of the Ocean and Mediterranean, w^ere still possessed by the 
EasterU Emperors; who secretly excited a discontented 
people to rqect the yoke of the Barbarians, and to assert the 
Imme and dignity of Roman citizens. The allegiance of* 
d6ubtful subjects is indeed most effectually secured by their 
persuasion, that tiiey hazard more in a revolt, than they 
can hope to obtain by u revolution ; but it has appeared m 

* Tlie acts of the councils of Toledo arc still most authentic records 
of the church and constiiuiirm of Spain. The foljowmg passages afc 
tkobriy impoHaal (iii. 17, Uh iv. 75. v. % 3, 4, 5. U. vi, 11, li, 13, 14. If, 

la, vih 1 ; xiii. S, 3. 6.). 1 have foiMjd Mascud (fifet of the aticieut 

inans, xv, 29. and Atinotation^, xxvi. eud xxxhh) and f^rrems (Mist. 
lie iTbongiic, turn ii.) very ■useful mi accurate guides. 
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«>ppipss thp^ we hate aad fear» t;liat the 
cg^ql^iy sygtem weU' ^serves t]||l praise of w|!^lwi tod 
Kiodej^ioft *. ,, ■ 

While %lie kingdoibs of the Franks tod VisifOt^ W^re 
estahli^h^d in Gaul and Spaiu« the Saxons atchieybd the 
cpnqji^ ^ Britain, the third great diocese of the Pr^aefectutse 
of tlie wist. Since Britain was already separated, from t|je 
Boman einpirei I might, without reproach, decline a 
familiar.to the most illiterate, and obscure to the most learnedp 
of my readers. The Saxons, who excelled in the useof 
oar, or the b%ttle^axe, were ignorant of the art which conJ^ 
aion€, perpetuate' the fame of their exploits : the provincial^, 
relapsing into barbarism, neglected to describe the ruin ^ 
their country j and the doubtful tradition was almost 
tinguisbed, before the missionaries of Rome restored the 
light science and Christianity. The declamations ot‘ 
Gildas, the fragments, or fables, of Nennius, the obscure 
^hints ot the Saxon laws and chronicles, and the ecclesiastical 
tales of the veaerable Bede f, have been illustrated by the 
diligence, and sometimes embellished by the fancy, of suc- 
ceeding writers, whose works I am not ambitious either to 
censure or to transcribe %• Yet the historian of the empire 
may be tempted to pursue the revolutions of a Roman pro^ 
vince, till it vanishes from his sight ; and an Englishman may 
curiously trace the establishment of the Barbarians, from 
whom he derives his name, his laws, and perhaps his origim 

♦ Th^ Code of the Visigoths, regularly divided into twelve books, has 
been correctly published by Dom Bouquet (in tom. iv. p. 275 — 460 ). It 
has ,.b©en treated by the prelident de Montesquieu (Esprit des Leix, 
1, xx%ii. c. 1.) with excessive severity. I dislike the style; I detest the su- 
per^tkion; but 1 *5hail presume to think that the civil jurisprudence dii- 
pkiya a more civili^ and enlightened state of society, than that of the 
jpurguudians, or even of the Lombards. 

' r^ee GitdaS tie Bxddk) Britanniae, c. 11 — 95 p. 4—9. edit. Gale. 
Neftuiu» Mist Britouum, c. 98. 85— 105— edit. Gale. Bedfe 
Hist. Ecclesiast. Geotis Anglormn, I. i c. 12— 16. p. 49—58 c. 92. p. 5»: 
edit. Sipith. Chron. Sponicum, p. 11—93, &c. edit Gibson. Tl^e Anglo^ 
ISaxon laws were published by \Vilkms, London, 1731, in folio; and tlup 
Lepes Waliica^ by Wotton and Clarke, London, 1730, in folio, 

L Xbc hibtwioai Mr. Carte; aod die ingehious Mr. Wliitaker, are the twnf 
hkOdam writers to wh(jjn I am principally indebted. Tfie particular 
rian of Mmchetim embraces, uafe that obscure title, a subject almost Alt 
extensive as the geoarid of Boglaiui. , 



HISTOKV'OFYiH^'CfccnK* Alfto'f'ALI. 

" Ab»ut fefty y«rt tlie duj^i^ytion t})« E<^d 
goVehiinerrt, Vfertlgeit ^pkant to hitre obtained the 
though precarious, command of ,Ahe princes and cities of 
Britai^. ‘ That imforttmatc monarch' has been almost 
tidanimously condemrted for the weak and rafechievous policy 
inciting* a formidable stranger, to repel tli| 
i^toads of a domestic foe. His ambassadors are dkpatchedt 
by tbe gravest historians, to the coast of Germany j they 
address a pathetic oration to the general assembly of the 
Silxons, and those warlike Barbarians resolve to assist with a 
and army the suppliants of a distant and unkriowa 
Mand. If Britain had indeed been unknown to the Saxons^ 

? ie measure of its calamities woukl^ have been less complete. 

ut the strength of the Roman government could not always 
guard the maritime province against the pirates of Germany : 
the independent and divided states were exposed to their 
attacks; and the Saxons might sometimes join the Spots and 
the Piets, in a tacit, or express, confederacy of rapine and 
destruction . V ortigern could only balance the various perils^ 
which assaulted on every side his tlirone and his people ; and 
his policy may deserve either praise or excuse, if he preferred 
the alliance of those Barbarians, whose naval power rendered 
them the most dangerous enemies, and the most serviceable 
a|Ues. Hengist and Horsa, as they ranged along the Eastern 
coast with three ships, were engaged, by the promise of an 
ample stif^end, to embrace the defence of Britain ; and their 
intrepid valour soon delivered the country from the Caledo* 
nian invaders. 1'he isle of Thanet, a secure and fertile dis^ 
trict, was allotted for the residetce of these German 
Earies, and they were supplied, according to the treaty, with 
i plentiful allowance of clothing and provisions. Thk 
layourable reception encouraged five thousand warriors to 
ikobark with their tamilies in seventeen vessels, and the 

* • This invitation^ which may derive some countenance from the loosi 

aipresstoRs of Gildas and Bede, is framed into a rejdar story by Witikbdi 
a Saxuu monk of the tenth century (Sec Cousin, Hist, de rEmpire 
flight, tom. if. p. asd ). Eapin, and even Home, liave too 
ftu^icious evidence, without regarding the precise nid pnobable testimoilf 
eflNeiinius: fnterbii Vbierunt uei Coitlhn 

quibasenmt Hors ct Hengist. ^ ‘ ; 
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■^e it j Wl i W e; S(sii^forc<?oiw}, The C3|fty Ba(|b^i«n, 
to y<^rtigfjr« the pbYio«»«»<lywtage of fixing, i*i 
,hoyrlM)qd \>i tjje Pitts, ^ ,Qi4o«y of faithful ^iest ^ thw 
.fieet of forty ships, under the commaiui of hW fon a«4 
|je(disfflr,< ^ed from GermaBy, ravaged Uie Orhnoys, «ia^ 
dmmhaihed u new army on the coast of Nprthutuberlan^# 
or Lothian, at the opposite extremity of the devplpd laod* 
It was eptsy to- foresee, hut it was impossible to prevent, iha 
injpendmg evils. The two tiatjons tyese soon 4‘vided at^ 
exasperated by mutual jealousies. The Saxons magnified all 
tiiat'they had done and sufiked in the cause of an ungrateful 
jwople; while the Briton»iregretted tlie liberal rewards which 
could not satisfy the avarice of those haughty mercenaries* 
1'he causes of fear and hatred were inflamed into an irrecOur 
cilable quarrel. The Saxons flew to arms; andj if they 
|>erpetrated a treacherous massacre during the security of p 
feast, tliey destroyed. the reciprocal confidence which sustains 
the intercourse of peace and warf. 

Hengist, who boldly aspired to the conquest of Britain, 
exhorted his countrymen to embrace the glorious opportunity: 
he painted in lively colo\irs the fertility of the soil, the wealth 
of the cities, the pusillanimous tenaper of the natives, mid 
fete convenient situation of a spacious solitary island, acce^sh* 
ble on all sides to the Saxon fleets. The successive colonies 
which if^sued, in the period of a century, from Uie nioutbp of 
.the. Elbe, the Weser, and the Rhine, were principally com- 
posed of three valiant tribes or nations of Germany; the 
Jn^eSy Ihs ul4 Saxons, and the Angles. The Jutes, whp 
fought under the peculiar banner of Hengist, assumed tbp 
:«(erit of leading their countrymen in the paths of glory, and 
of erecting, in Kent, the first independent kingdom. The 
fame of theenterprise was attributed ^o the primitive Sxxqbs; 
and the common laws and language of the conquerors are 

f ! Htiintits imfitties to tb« Saxons the murc^er of thre^ btindfc4 
a crime mt unsuitable to their miumecs* But we are 

obliged to believe Jeifvey di Idanmoutbp I vdii. c. that ^i|gr 

lienge is their amomipatf whiclulfe giants had formeriy traasportad 
4iyi0a to la^and^ iii4 wea j:emo?ed to %itiai|i kf the Qldac 
hroMusy aod the art oCMeri&k « . . . . . 

‘ V0L.V0 Y 
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hy the natiotKd appellation of a people, at 

0le eirf of four hundred yw8, produced the first motuirchi of 
South Britain. The Angles were distinguished by their 
nuinheTs and their success ; and they claimed the honour of 
fixipsg a perpetual name on the country, of which they occu- 
|fed the most ample portion. The Barbarians, \rho followed 
tl^ hopes of rapine eitlier on the land or sea, were inSensiMy 
blended with this triple fconfedtracy ; the Frisiam, v/ho had 
been tempted by their vicinity to the British shores, might 
balance, during a short space, the sirengtli and reputation of 
the native Saxons; the DaneSythe Prunians, tht Rugianstire 
faintly described; and some adventurous /iw/zs, who had 
Wandered as far as the Baltic, might embark on board the 
German vessels, for the conquest of a new world K But this 
arduous atchievement was not prepared or executed by the 
nmon of national powers. Each intrepid chieftain, accorcb- 
ing to the measure of his fame and fortunes, assembled his 
followers; equipped a fleet of three, or perhaps of sixty^ 
vessels; chose the place of the attack; and conducted his 
subsequent operations according to the events of the war, and 
the dictates of his private interest. In the invasion of 
l&ritain many heroes vanquished and fell ; but only seven 
victorious leaders assumed, or at least maintained, the title 
of kings. Seven independent thrones, the Saxon Heptarchy, 
were founded by tlie conquerors, and seven families, one of 
which has been continued, by female succession, to our 
present sovereign, derived their equal and sacred lineqgevfrom 
Woden, the god of war : it has been pretended, tha?P thi3 
republic of kings was moderated by a general council and a 
supreme magistrate. But such an artificial scheme of policy 
Is repugnant to the rude and turbulent spirit of tiie Saxons: 
their laws are silent ; and dieir imperfect annals aflbrd only 
a dark and bloody prospect of intestine discord f. 

* AH these tribes me expressly oittimeiuted by Bede (i. i. c. 15. p. 59. 
I. V. c. 9. p 190.), mi thoegh 1 have censideved IMc. Wiiitalcer*» reamrl^ 
(liist. of Mtttchiiter, vol u. p. 5S8 — 543.), 1 do not poisceive the absuidity 
Uf pippesing that tiie Frisians, &c. were tmngled with the Aii|^9^Saxon9. 

fjiede has enainemted seven kings^ two fiaxon% a Jnte, and fear An* 
, who •ttocessiwlya* »miied in the ^ptai^hy* iadehnite sapremai^ 

of power and renown. But their rcig^ waatiiediBct,iiotoflaw, hiit|f 



THE ROlliAW'fi'MMRIBr' 

^ A who m the profound ignorance of hutnan life> 
has {^resumed to exercise the office of historian, stranget^ 
disfigures Jhe state of Britain at the time of its separation 
from the western empire. Gildas* describes in florid laii* 
gnage the improvements of agriculture, the foreign tmdb 
wliicli flowed with every tide into the Thames an<l tho 
^vem, the solid and lofty construction of public and private 
edifices : he accuses the sinfnl luxury of the British peopleV 
of a people, according to the same writer, ignorant of the 
most simple arts, and incapable, without the aid of thi 
Romans, of providing walls of stone, or weapons of iron, fot 
the defence of their native land f. Under the long doniinidtt 
of the emperors, Britain had been insensibly moulded inte 
the elegant and servile form of a Roman province, wfaoJie 
safety was entrusted to a foreign power. The subjects of 
Honorius contemplated their new freedom with surprise and 
terror; they were left destitute of any civil or military con*» 
stitution ; and their uncertain rulers wanted either skill, of 
courage, oi authority, to direct the public force against the 
common enemy. The introduction of the Saxons betrayed 
their internal weakness, and degraded the character both of 
the prince and people. Their consternation magnified the 
danger; the want of union diminished their resources; and 
the madness of civil factions was more solicitous to accuse^ 
than to remedy, the evils, which they imputed to the mis-» 
conduct of their adversaries. Yet the Britons were not 
ignorant; they could not be ignorant, of the manufacture or 
the use of arms ; tlie successive and disorderly attacks of the 
Saxons, allowed them to recover from their amazement, and 
rile prosperous or adverse events of the war added discipline 
and experience to their native valour. 

While the continent of Europe and Africa yielded, with- 

conquest ; and be observes, in, »milar terms, that one of tlicm subdued the 
Isles of Man and Anglesey; and that another imposed a tribute oa the 
and Picts^ (Hist. Eccles- 1. ii. c. 5. p. 83.). 

• Sec Gildw de Excidio Britannise, c. i. p. 1. edit. Gale. » ; 

t Mr. Whitaker (History of Manchester, voL ii. p. 303. 516.) has ttildiC* 
ly ex|K>8ed this ghuing absurdity, which had passed unnoticed by the ||eae- 
rai histeriiUis^ as they wm Imstening tx> mofe interefting and 
fvents. 

YS 
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^t¥^sfmtin^ to the feriiariaiisi the British Islansiriililt ind 
uOaided^ ntarntained a long»a vigorous, though ah iltistio* 
^#rfhl“i!*rti|^1e,agtthBt the’ formidable pirates, w,ho, almost? 
at t&d ^lye iheJtatic; assaulted the Northerii, the Eastern, and 
fita Southern coasts. The cities which Imd been fortified 
llill slriil, wem defended with reshhition; the adf#itageS of 
jgtoiand, hills forests, and mdrafi?»es, were diligently improve# 
the inhabitants; the conquest of each district wast 
pdtchas^d with blood and the defeats of the Samsons are 
Stifongly attested by the discreet silence of their annalist, 
Rfengist might hope to atchieve the coirquest of Britain ; but 
|®S ambition, in an active reign of thirty fwe yearsi, was con-> 
filled to the possession of Kent; and the numerous colony 
whkh he had planted in the North, was extirpated by the 
Word of the Britons. 1'he monarchy of the West-Saxone 
#as laboriously founded by the persevering eftoris of three 
martial generations. The life of Cevdic, one of the bravest 
of the children of Woden, was consumed in the conquest of 
Hampshire, and the iile of Wight; and the loss which he 
iustained in the battle of Mount Baclon, reduced him to a 
ifcate of inglorious repose. Kenric, his valiant son, advanced 
into Wiltshire ; besieged Salisbury, at that time seated on a 
Commanding eminence; and vanquished an army which ad- 
vanced to the relief of the city. In the subsequent battle of 
Marlborough^, his British enemies displayed their military 
fcience. Their troops were formed in three lines; each line 
consisted of three distinct bodies, and the cavalry, the archers, 
and the pikemen, were distributed according to the principles 
bf Eoman tactics. The Saxons charged in ont weighty 
ootemii, boldly encountered with their short swords the long 
lances of the Britons, and maintained an equal conflict till thu 
approach of nighu Two decisive victories, the death of 
, three British Kings^and the reduction of Cirencester, Bath, 
iiMi Olouceaterj estabUslied the feme and power of (?eaulin> 

• At Berthing, or Barba^^castle, near Marlhoroagh. iTbe SiMibii 
tbmmde aligns tlie naihe and date. Cambden (brkaunia, voL i. ^ 1^8.) 
hiOEHrtains the place ; and Heiiijf of Huntingdon (S^iptore» post Bedfii^ 
rfSates tbe clit^staiieet of this battle. Tliey are probable ^nd 
^d fee bnstorians of the twtMh century might consult some 
Smteriais that no longer exist ^ 


of Gerdic, who carried his Tictoriotoaritit 
the hAriksof the Severn. t « , . 

. After a war of an hnndred years, tiie independent Biit«Wfll 
oceiipied tlie whole extent of the Western coast# ffotn 
the wall of Antoninus to the extreme promontory of Gotm 
Wrail ; and the principal cities of the inland country stiM oppor* 
the anns of the Barbarians,, Resistance became .mole 
languid, as the numlwr and boldness of tlje assailant cjonliTt 
nuaily increased. Winning their way by slow and painful 
eftbrts, the Saxons, the Angles, and their various confpd«^r 
rates, advanced from the North, from the liast, and from 
the South, till their victorious banners w®ere united in Ihc 
centre of the island. Beyond the Severn the Britons still 
asserted their national freedom, which survived the heptar^ 
cby, and even the monarchy, of the Saxons. I'he bravest 
warriors, who preferred exile to slavery, found a secure rm. 
fuge in the mountains of Wales : the reluctant submission of 
Cornwall was delayed for some ages ^ ; and a band of 
fugitives ac(|uired a settlement in Gaul, by their own valour, 
or the liberality of the Merovingian kings t- The Western 
isitigle of Armorica acquired the new appellations of CornwiUU 
and the Lessor Britain ; and the vacant lands of the Osis- 
mii were filled by a strange people, w^ho, under the authority 
of their counts and bishops, preserved the laws and language 
of their ancestors. To the feeble descendants of Clovis and 
Charlemagne, the Britons of Armorica refused the customary 


* Corn^frall was finally subdued by Athelstan (A D. 927— 941.), who 
planted an!!^nglish colony at Exeter, and confined tiie Britons beyond the 
pvt r Tamar. See William of Malmsbnry, 1. ii. in the Scriptores pdst Bedam, 
p. irO I’he spirit of the Cornish knights was degraded by servitude; aud it 
should seem, from the Romance of Sir Tristram, that their cowardice was 
almost proverbial. 

t The establishment of the Britons in Gaul is proved in the sixth emUi- 
ry, by Procopius, Gregory of Tours, the second council of Tours (A. D. 
507.), and the least suspicisous of their chronicles and lives of saints. The 
subscription of a bishop of tlie Britons to the first council of 'Tours (A; D. 
461. or rather 481.), the army of Riothamas, and the loose declamation of 
Oildas (alii transmarinas petebant regiones, c. 25. p. 8*), way oounteaauce 
an emigration as early 4s the middle of the fifth century. Beyond that 
thb Britons ot* Armorica can be found only in romanco ; and 1 amsuipf^ipd 
that Mr. Whitaker ^Genuine Histoiy of t^ Britous, p.214— 
faithfully transei4h« theAtuif^ ifooraiilf of whose venial 
‘ W^o n£oix>usly thailttea. 
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ididued the n^Mwtiring ()ioc«8e« of 
ne«, and Nantes, smd formed a powerful, though vassalyState, 
which has been united to the cromi of Fiance * * * § . 

4 Ina ocnturjr of perpetual, or at least implacable, war, much 
eouiage, and some skill, must bare been exerted for the de* 
feapc ^ Britmo. Yet if the memory of its champions is 
ahaoet buried in oblivion, we need not repine •, since every 
age, however destitute of science or virtue, sufficiently abounds 
with acts of blood and military renown- I’he tomb Of Vorti- 
nier, the son of Vortigern, was erected on the margin of the 
ssa^sbore, as a landmark formidable to the Saxons, whom he 
hadtiirice vanquished in the fields of Kent. Amlnosius Aure- 
lian was descended from a noble family of Romans f, his mo- 
desty was equal to his valour, and his valour, till the last fatal 
kctioot, was o-owned with splendid success. But every 
British name is effaced by the illustrious name of Abthuu 
the hereditary prince of the Silures, in South Wales, and the 
elective king or general of the nation. According to the 
most rational account, he defeated, in twelve successive bat- 
tles, the Angles of the north, and the Saxons of the West ; 
but the declining age of the hero was embittered by popular 

* The antiquities of BretagnCy which have been the subject even of poli- 
tical controversy, are illustrated by Hadrian Valesius (Notiiiu Galliunmi, 
»ab voce Mritanniu Cismarinaj p. 98—100.). M. d’AnviIIe (Notice de i'An- 
cieime Gaul, Comopiti, Curionolites. Osismit Vorgumum, p. 248. 2^8. 608, 
720. and £tats dc l*Kurope. p. 76 — 80.), Loii'j^uei'uc (Description de la 
Fm«>ce, tom. i. p. 84— 94.)i «id the Abbe de VtTtor(llist. Critique de TEa- 
luhlisbcu^nt des Bretons daiib Jes Gaules, 2 vol. lu 12uio. Pans, 1720.). 
1 may assume the merit of examining the original evidence which they 
have oroduced. 

t iWle, who in his chronicle (p. 28.) places Ambrosiut under the 
reign of Zeno (A. D. 474 — 191.), observes, that his parents had been 

purpuri induti f which he explains, in his ecclesiastical history, by “ re- 
•gium nomen ct irtsigne ferentibus” (1. i. c. 16. p. 53.). The expression of 
Nennius (c. 44. p. 110. edit. Gale) is still more singular, “ Unus de cxnuui^ 
Imgmth Romaiiica; est pater mens.” 

I By the unanimous, though doubtful conjecture of our antiquarian^ 
Ambrosius is confounded w'ith N'atanleud, who (A. D. 508.) lost his own 
lilb, and five thousand of his subjects, iu a battle agatD.st Cerdic, the West 
Saxon, p. 17, 18 ). 

§ As I aa^ A stranger to the Welsh baids Jdyrdhin, Dc^arch^ and Tal|- 
my faith in the existence and exploits of Arthur principally rests oti 
theiiin|ild eircomstantial testimonv of Nennius (Hist, firit. c. ^2,6^. 

Mr, Whitaker (Hi«t..ctf ManeWter, volii. p.41— *71.) hasftW 
interesting, an<| even prahrdilei feitTatiy^ of ifie wfare of Arthpi; 
thot^ it is Impossibk to allow thCTtality of the . 
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and domestic miafaartunes. The evwts nf life 
life are' less interesting, than the singular revolutions of his 
fame. During a period of five hundred years the ttaditiill 
of his expfoits was preserved, and mdely embellished, by the 
cd)scure bards of Wales and Armorica, who were odious to 
the Saxoaa, and unknown to the rest of mankind. The pride 
and curiosity of the Norman conquerors, promfvted them to 
enquire into the ancient history of Britain: they listened 
with fond credulity to the tale of Arthur, and eagerly ap 
plauded the merit of a prince, who had triumphed over the 
Saxons, their common enemies. His romance, transcribed 
in the Latin of Jeffrey of Monmouth, and afterwards trams* 
lated into the fashionable idiom of the times, was enriched 
with the various, though incoherent, ornaments, which were 
fiuniliar to the experience, the learning, or the fancy, of tlm 
twelfth century. The progress of a Phrygian colony, from 
the Tyber to the Thames, was easily engrafted on the fable 
of' the iEneid ; and the royal ancestors of Arthur derived 
their origin from Troy, and claimed their alliance with the 
Clears. His trophies were decorated with captive provinces, 
and Imperial titles; and his Danish victories avenged the 
recent injuries of his country. The gallantry and supersti* 
tion of the British hero, his feasts and tournaments, and the 
mcmomble institution of his Knights of the hound Tabie, 
•were faithfully copied from the reigping manners of chivalry; 
and the fabulous exploits of Uther’s son, appear less incredi- 
ble, than the adventures which were atchieved by the enter- 
prising valour of the Normans. Pilgrimage, and the holy 
wars, introduced into Europe the specious miiucles of Arabian 
magic. Fairies, and giants, flying dragons, and enchanted 
palaces, were blended with the more simple fictions of "the 
West; and the fate of Britain depended on the art, or tl^e 
predictiotis, of Merlin. Every nation embraced and adorned 
the popular romance of Arthur, and the Knights of the 
Round Table : their names were celebrated in Greece aiilt 
Italy; and the voluminous tales of Sir Lancelot and Sir 
Tristram were devoutly studied by the princes and nobles, 
Wto disregarded the genuine heroes and historians of an^- 
quity. At the light of science and reason was r^on- 
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IHe#5 tte laHstMn waiiiirok€iirthevi«ionaiy 
into air and hy a nat ura I , tlmugh unjust, reverse of thf pob- 
ifc ojnnion, tfce le^ty of the pfosent age is inclmed ta^iits- 
tidn the firistfiiis itf Arthur 

ftesktance, if it cannot avert, m^st increase the miseries 
if 'ccm<|uest ; and conquestims never appeared more dreadAil 
and destructive dian in the hands of the Saxons ; who hated 
ibhe valour of their enemies, disdained the faith of treaticffi, 
and violated, without remorse, the most sacred objects of the 
Christian worship. The fields of battle might be traced, 
almost in every district, by moiiumems of bones; the frag- 
USents of felling towers were stained with blood the last of 
ithe Britons, without distinction of age or sex, was massa- 
©red t in the ruins of Anderida % ; and the repetition of such 
calamities was frequent and familiar under tlie Saxon heptaa^ 
chy. The arts and religion, the laws and language, which 
^he Romans had so carefully planted in Britain, were extir- 
pated by their barbarous successors. After the destruction 
of the principal churches, the bishops, who had declined the 
crown of martyrdom, retired with the holy relics into Wales 
and Armorica ; the remains of tlieir flocks were left destitute 
of any spiritual food ; the practice, and even the remem- 
luance, of Christianity were abolislied ; and the British clergy 
might obtain some comfort from the damnation of the idola* 
trous strangers. The kings of France maintained the privi- 
leges of their Roman subjests ; but the ferocious baxous 
trampled on the laws of Rome, and of the emperors* I'be 
pyroceedings of civil and criminal jurisdiction, tlie titles of 
honour, the forms of office, the ranks of society, and even 

• Tli« prpgrpw of ropanc€!, aad state of in middle ups, 

are illustmtcd by Mr. Thomas Whurton, yvidi the t^stc of ^ poet, and 
tninotc diligence of uu antiquarian. I have derived much instruction from 
twtf dissertations prehxcd to the of Ins History of 

t Hoc iinuo (490) iElla ct Cissa obsederunt Andrcdes«C caster; et inter-- 
Aioerttfic omiusii 'qtti id incolnerunt; adeo »t ne unus Brno S>i snper^s 
feerk (Chroq. Sajtofi; p. 15.) an expression more drpa^lfqi in i^, 

1^11 ati thCvaguc qud tedious lamentations of the Bptish Jeremiah. 

} Attdmdis-Leaster, or Anderida, is placed Cambden (Butaunyi, vbl. 
i p.24U.) ^ Nqivepd^n, in die marshy mundstd* 

Ibjtmedy covered by the se^and on the edge gmat mrcft (Auderlai)* 
MiUi overiprM large a portion of Hampehim ak^fiossex. ; 



4lie dMiistieAigiits of marriage^ testameiil acid mtievtlaaoe, 
w<*re 6iialiy suppressed; and the indiscrifiiinate crowdaof 
noble and ^plelieian slaves was governed. by the ir^itionisrjr 
customs, which had been coarsely framed for the shepherds 
and pirates of* Germany. The language of science, of bu- 
siness, and of conversation, which had been introduced by 
the Romans, was lost in the general desolation* A suffi«ji- 
ent number of Latin or Celtic words might be assumed by 
the Germans, to express tlieir new wants aiul ideas ; but 
those illiterate Pagan.s preserved and established the use of 
their national dialect t- Almost every luune, conspicuous 
either in the church or state, reveals its/leutonic origin 
and the geograpliy of Eftgland was universally inscribed 
with foreign characters and appellations. The example of 
a revolution, so rapid and so complete, may not easdy be 
found ; but it will excite a probable suspicion, that the arts of 
Rome were less deeply rooted in Britain tliau in Gaul or 
Spain; and that the native rudeness of the country and ha 
inhabilauts, was covered by a thin varnish of Italian man-* 
ners. 

vThis strange alteration has persuaded historians, and even 
philosophers, that the provincials of Britain were totally exr 
terminated; and that the vacant land wa§ again peopled by 
the perpetual influx, and rapid increase, of the German colo- 
nies, 'i'hree hundred thousand Saxo..s are to have 
obeyed the summons of flengist^; the entire emigration of 
t^e Angles was attested, in the age of Bede,^ by the solitude 

* Dr. Johfisoa aflfirrns that /f»i Kuplish words arc of British extraction. 
Mr. Whitaker, who uiidcTstaods the British language, has discovered more 
tfma tkr&s thunmnd, and aciuaiiy produces a long and various catafiigu^ 
(Vol. ii. p. 235 — 329.). . It is possible, indeed, that many of these word^ 
n^ay have been imported from the Latin or Saxon into tfie native idiom of 
Britain. 

t In the beginning of the seventh century, the Franks and dije Anglo* 
Saxony inutualiy understood each other’s language, which was derived from ‘ 
the same Teutonic root (Bpde, k i. c. 25. p. 60.). 

I A^r the brst genenition of Italian, or Scottish, missionaries, t^e djgai^ 
ties of the cinirch were filled with Saxon proselytes. 

^ Ristory of England, vol. i. p, 195. Re quotes die British his^; 

torians j but 1 much fear, tluit Jeffrey df Monmouth (1. vi. c. l5.) is his onfjf 
WitU)S6S/ 

‘VoL. V. 
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ofefMirfiative etntulry ^ ; %ni our oxperieaot ba»4l4i#D 
{let f»rop(iga.tioii of the human race^ if they ait Oait on * 
fbittful wikteriiessj where their steps are unootifiiie4| m4 
their fobsistenoe is plentifui. The Saxon kingdoms display* 
ed the face of recent discovery and cultivation : the town! 
were small> the villages were distant; the husbandry was 
languid and unskilful ; four sheep was equivalent to an acre 
of the best land f ; an ample space of wood and morast was 
resigned to the vague dominion of nature ; and the modern 
tishopric of Durham^ the whole territory from the Tyne to 
tile Tees, bad returned to its primitive state of a savage and 
solitary forest:^. Such imperfect population might have 
been supplied, in some generationsy by the English colonies $ 
but neither reason nor facts can justify the unnatural supposi* 
tion, that the Saxons of Britain remained alone in the desert 
which they had subdued. After the sanguinary Barbariani 
bad secured their dominion, and gratified their revenge, ti 
was their interest to preserve the peasants, as well as the catt 
tie, of the unresisting country. In each successive revolu* 
tion, the fiatient herd becomes the property of its new maS^ 
ters ; and the salutary compact of food and labour is silently 
ratified by their mutual necessities. Wilfrid, the apostle of 
Sussex §, accepted from his royal convert the gift of the 
peninsula of Selsey, near Chichester, with the persons and 
property of its inhabitants, who then amounted to eighty* 
seven families. He released them at once from spiritual attd 
temporal bondage ; and two hundred and fifty slaves of both 

• Bede, Hist. Eedesiast. I. i, c. 15. p. 53. The fact is probable, and well 
' attested : yet such was the loose intermixture of the German tribe^that ws 
tod, in a sabsequent period, the Wof the Angli and Wirini oftiertaaDV 
^ndenbfog. Codex, p. 471^— 486.). 

t See Dr,. Henry's useful and laborious History of Great Britain, vol. 8. 
p.9a8. ‘ ^ 

I Quicquid fsays lohn of Tmemouth) inter Tynam et Tesaim tovbs ex- 
ttlit sok eremr vasticudo tunc cemporis fuit, ct kJetreo nulliusditiotii seiifriidt, 
eo quod sola indomitorum ec sylvestrium animaliatii spelunca «t hfcbiktb 
fWtfimnid Cane, vol. i. p. 195,). From bishop Nicholson (Enribh BHitofi* 
cil iSwrarjt, p. 65.98.), I understand, that tor copies of Icin of lltKS. 
lilloadA are preserved in the libraries ofOxfbid, lLBi!tii^ 

lla. > ^ ^ ‘ '■*’ . 

I See the mimon of Wilfdd, &c. in Bede, Hist. Eedes. 1. iv. c. 
J55jfm.l59. / 
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ipf ft jbipliiidl by their indulgent meitftr# Tht liiiigr 
d^m oC S«i^ex# which spread from the sea to ibt Thaniit 
cootaioid; ueven thousand families; twelve hundred were aih 
cribed 10 the Isie of Wight; and, if we multiply this vaget 
oompatalioii, it may seem probable, that England was cnltlf* 
V4ted by a million of servants, or tiV/oias, who were attached 
to the arbitrary landlords. The indigent Barbarians were 
olienJempled to sell their children or themselves into perpo*- 
tual, and even foreign bondage *;yet the special exemption^ 
which were granted to slaves f# sufficiently declare^ 

that they were much less numerous than the strangers and 
captives, who had lost their liberty, or changed their masters, 
by the accidents of war. When time and religion bad miti^ 
gated the fierce spirit of tbB Anglo-Saxons, the laws encou<* 
raged the frequent practice of manumission ; and their subH 
jectSy of Welsh, or Cambrian extraction, assume the respeo 
table station of inferior freemen, possessed of lands, and life* 
titled to the rights of civil society Such gentle treatment 
might secure the allegiance of a fierce people, who had been 
recently subdued on the confines of Wales and Cornwall. 
The sa^^ Ina, the legislator of Wessex, united the two nar 
tions in the bands of domestic alliance; and four British 
lords of Soinersetabire may be honourably distinguished in 
ihe CQUitof a Saxon monarch 
The independent Britons appear to have relapsed into the 
atateof original barbarism, from whence they bad been im- 
perfectly reclaimed. Separated by their enemies from the 
itst of mankind, they soon became an object of scandal and 


* PiUmdiU csncurrent testimony (^Bed^(l. ii. c. 1. p. 78.)» and William 
of Malmsbury (L iii. p. lOe.), it appears that the Anglo-Saxoos, from the 
irst, to the hist, fi|ct, persisted in this unnatural practice. Their youths 
were publicly sold in the market of Rome, 
t Aceofdifig to the laws of Ins, they could not be lawfully sold beyond 

1 Tap of a or CamhrUus, hmo^ who possessed a hvde of land, 

is fixed at ISO thiUings, by the same laws (of Ina, UL xxxii. in Anglo- 
Sjuani^ p. which allowed 200 sliiliings Ibr a free Saxon, and 1900 for a 
Ihliia Leg. Atiglo-Saxon, jp. 71.). We saay observe,, 

^ ihm Mpdators, die West Saxons and Mercians, continued tbmr 
MHWMts after they becanm !Sliristiiui|« The laws of the imn ku]||iof 
mm% do net eoadesoeud to notice the extsience of any subject Bnlm. , 
i Soe Carte’s iiist. of England, vol. i. p. 278. 
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VKId ' FALL 

IoiIki Cutbolic world*/ Cl»ri»lfiiiiiiy*#as fliill 
I fimfi^ssed io the ntoeniams of Wales ; but the r#de schismA’^ 
tic% in the fnrm clerical tonsure, and in the of 

the celebration of fiaster, obstinately resisted the impei^)es 
Oiandateft of tlie Eoman (lontilfs. The use of the Latin lati- 
^nagc was insensibly abolished, and the Kritons wei*© depri^ 
yed of the arts iotd Icanring which Italy communicated to 
Ijer'Siixon proselytes. In Wales and Armorica, the Celtic 
tongue, the native 4diom of the West, was preserved and 
propagated ; and tlie Hards, who had been the companions 
tyf the Druidi?, vyere still protected, in the sixteenth cclUtiry, 
by the laws of lilizabeth. Their chief, a respectable officer 
of the courts of Pengwern, or Aberfraw, or Caerinathaen, 
accompanied the king’s scrvantll to war: the monarchy of 
tpe Britons, which he sung in front of battle, excited their 
courage, and justified their depredations ; and the songster 
daiined for his legitimate prize the fairest heifer of the spoil. 

insubordinate ministers, the masters and disciples of vocal 
^nd instruiueutal music, visited, in their respective circuit#, 
the royal, the uuble, and the plebeian houses; and tlie pub** 
lie poverty, almost exliausied by the clergy, was oppressed by 
the importunate demands of the bards. Their rank and 
mertt were ascertained by w)lemn trials, and the strong belief 
of supernatural , inspiration exulted the fancy of the pocti 
and of his audience f. 'fhe last retreats of Celtic freedom, 
tlie extreme territories of Gaul and Britain,, were les# 
adapted to agriculture than to pasturage : the Vealtli of the 
Britons consisted in their flocks and herd •> ; milk and /flesh 
were their ordinary food; and bread was sometimes esteemed 
or I'cjectcd, as a foreign ta.xuiy- Liberty bad poopJed Hie 
feoiintains of Wales and the morasses of Armorica; but 

( 

• At the coiwksMin of his liiftory (A. D. 7S1.), Bede dc60iib4^%h^'€cclf* 
state of the niul cciimiits the iruplacabir, though 

hictred Of die liritoiis ttgaiitst flie natioti, atid the 

' 

^ f ftlt. Pcaaaat^s Tour in Wales (p. 42(1—449.). Aas ftimisMi 
"diimas and imeVo^ntnu; account of tt»e Welsh bards, Ii» the 

lic4d at C aerwys by tW hpectal cominand bf^uee^ ' 

util regukir in vocal lind iof^tromenulmuskt weii» ctiideM 

miiistrek. "the pwae (a silver Uorp) whb adjadpd bjr ijitf MolIjS 
faiuliy. ^ 



ikeir f o|>utoufm^ has been maliciously ascnbect toUi ibdse 
ipmctme of poly jjatny ; and the houses 6f thesfe^licelttS^^i 
JBarbarian^ have been suppo^d io contain ten wiveli 
haps fifty* children *. llieir disposition was rash and «ch&l6^ 
Tic: they were bold in action and in speech f; and as they Weie 
ignorant of the arts of peace, they alternately indulged fhMir 
passiom in foreign and domestic war. The cavaliy of Aroiti^ 
rica, the spearmen of* Gwent, and the archers of Me tiOiiitIt, 
were equally formidable ; but their poverty could seldom pro- 
cure either shields or helmets ; and the inconvenient weight 
WouM have retarded the speed and agility of their desultory 
operations. One of the greatest of the English monarliis 
was requested to satisfy the curiosity of a Greek elnperor 
concerning the state of Britain ; and Henry IL coUld assert^ 
from his personal' experience, that Wales was inhabited by4 
race of naked warriors, who encountered, without ^oar, the 
defensive armour of their enemies \ ^ 

By the revolution of Britain, the limits of science, as 
as of empire, were contracted. The dark cloud, whidfi had 
been cleared by the Phcenician discoveries, and finally dispel- 
led by the arms of Caesar, again settled on the shores of the 
Atlantic, and a Roman province was again lost among the 
fed)ulous islands of the Ocean. One hundred and fifty years 
after the reign of Honorius, the gravest historian of the 
times § describes the wonders of the remote isle, whose east^ 
ern. and western parts are divided by an antique wall, thte 

Regi6 longe lateqiie diffusa, militc, magis quam credibile «it, refertn. 
Rartibiis oquidem m lUis miles anus quinquuginia general, ibrtitus %Wip& 
barbarq Ueimb nut arnplius uxores. This reproach of William of Poitiers (ia 
the Iflstoriatis of France, tom. xi. p. 88.) is disclaimed by the Ifenedicline 
editors; ? 

t Giraldus Cambronsis confines this gift of bold and ready eloquence t(^ 
the Romans, the French, and tlic Britons. Tlie malicious Welsnman in- 
sfyiuat^ thit the English tacitumixy might posbibly be tbc efiTertjof their 
servitude under the Normans. 

I 'I he picture of Welsii and Annorican manners is drawn from Giraldus 
(BN»cribi. Cambrias, c. 8 — 15. inter script. Cambden. p. 88d-^-459i.), Imd 
Abb^ de Vertot, (Uiat. Critique, tom ii. p. S5|> 

— ■ 

Rrotopitis de BeU. Gothic. !. iv. c. 20. p. 620 — 625. The 
himseif 90 confounded by the wonders which he thut^hb 

iMUy litei^pwito dis^ mlandi of tnd Brif Afn, wbicb^lib 

has idenuBed by go imiJiy itutpambld qirctiiiitancee. ^ 



11^ siSToin^ |ir« jr|if osG&xvE amb fall 

pt, more prepo^y, ^ troth raii 
^0^. Hlfe «Mt ill » foir country, inimbited by a cifiliw^ 
(iMbair ittjbp^Uiyf the watera are pare and pleoti&i, 
the «Mth yiaiida Imf J tsuhff and firuitfui iocreatie. In tht 
the wait* the air is infectious and mortal; th* 
mil^ ^ povcifd with serpents; and this dreary solitude is 
^ of departed spirits, who are transported from the 
mpQjl^. lbores i» substantial boats, and by living rowm 
4iiiAd.iMNiiita of Jsberroen, the subjects of the Franks, are 
^}|tipscd firona tribute, in consideration of the mysterious 
omen which is performed by these Charons of the ocean. 

ini his turn is summoned, at the hour of midnight, to 
hm the voices, and even the names, of the ghosts ; he is 
tiUe«of thnir weight, and he feels himself impelled by an un> 
k^vrn hut irreawtible, power. After this dream of femey, 
we read with astooisluaent that the name of this island is 
Bfitlia ; that it lies in the ocean, against the mouth of the 
lUdot, and lees than thirty miles from the continent ; that it is 
{MMessed by three nations, the Frisians, the Angles, and the 
mtona; and that some Angles Itad appeared at Coiwtand- 
B<a|)le, in the train of the French ambassadors. From these 
Wnbasaadois Procopius might be mformed of a singulat, 
though an improbable, adventure, which announces the spi« 
lil; rather than the delicacy, of an English heroine. She 
had. been betrothed to Radiger king of the Varoi, a tribe of 
Germans who touched the ocean and the Rhine: butjdie per.* 
fidious lover was tempted, by motives of policy, to prefer hi* 
fidbor’s widow, the sister of Theodebert king of ibe Franks *. 
The fersaken princess of the Angles, instead of bewailing, 
tovea^- hfr disgroce. Her warlike subjects are sat’d tphave 
been ignorant of the use, and even of the form, of an horse ; 
hut she boidfy sailed from Britain to the mouth of the Rhifie, 
witha Bbefi ^ four.hundred Ships, and an army of one hun* 

* U lto Ori t Wt, irsedtoB of Clwit, sad king of Austriws, «w tlx west 
poworfol Md wimike prince of , the age; m tfaii itauukdble adveoune 
si^ be dteed'W'wetm the yean S34 and 547, the extranw (emitif kia 
nkn. Hb daWrUWedecbiMis retired tu Sena, Wiwn aba fiwMledniiimi* 
Mnts, SMl d iu d b i itad ataas (tee the notes of the BeUSdiedM edtHn^ It 
tto|. it P. HO). If tSe nay eaedk die pmiaea of Fottunataafl. vL cabb'd. 
iaamd. u.p.Mr.bRM^prWwdeiMwedsfs-noltndvstile'#^. , 
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Ottniim and f»virtt«HNitKMf^ 

H^flt Ew^pe. Tbt majeaty <rf lUaap^af 

the pii^ «f Gewtffittinefd^c the 
dwkSCidifpiw df Av^mak^^ ' 

jy iUjigil 1fl i nljrn' mii llK^ East^ from the Danube to tUe 
Gotbio ami ▼nodal’kingdeoMe^.Jteafy, 
Aifiim ttibeoted by the arms of Justimim ; ai^ 
^iMeiy, «f the ;Creek . emperors may afford <^,lens 
. Mimkibfl^bBlnieU^ and interesting reyplutiona. 
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GcnemL Obscrmtiotts m the Fdllof tki Fdman JSmmV^ III 
>■>;, . the West. 
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A H E <^reeks, after their country had been reduc^'4i^;a£ 
pl^ym^et imputed the triumphs of Rome, not to the 
but to the FORTUKE, cif the republic. ' The inconstant plii 
dess, whef so blindly distributes and resumes her favours^ had 
k0W consented (such was the language of envious flattery) to 
resign her wings, to descend from her globe, and to fix her 
firm and immutable throne on the banks of the Tyber^. A 
wiser Greek, who has composed, with a philosophic spirit, 
the memorable history of his own time?5j depritfed his 
countrymen of this vain and delusive comfort, by opehiii^ 
to their view the deep foundations of the greatness of 
Rome f. The fidelity of the citizens to each other, and 
to the state, was confirmed by the habits of educatton, 
and the prejudices of religion. Honour, as well as virtue, 
was the principle of the republic ; the ambitious citM^IIS 
laboured to deserve the solemn glories of a triumph ; and the 
ardour of the Roman youth was kindled into active emuta* 
lion, as often as they beheld the domestic images of their 
ancestors :j;. The temperate struggles of the patricians and 
plebeians had finally established the firm and etjual balance 
of the constitution ; vrhich'%nited the freedom of popular 
assemblies, with the authority and wisdom of a senate, and 
the executive powers of a regal magistrate^ When tRe con* 

♦ Such are the figurative expressions of Plutarch (Opera, tom. ii. p, StS. 
edit. Wcchel), to whom, on the fate of liis son Lamprtas (FabridUs, Bijbtiot. 
Gr«c. tom, iii. p. S4l.), I shall boldly impute the malw^ous dedlamafiojlf 

The same opinions had preii^led among 
Greeks two hundred and fifty years before Plutarch; and to confute themi 
is the professed inteatiou of Polybius (Hist I. i. 0. 9U. edit^^Gronov. Amswl 
1670 .). ' ^ ^ ' _ . , ' 

t See the inestimable remains of the sixth book of Polybius, and many 
other pam Of his general history, partkuiarl|;^i digrcisioii in ifte )ieven* 
teenth book, in which he companss the phalansi: giid tOe legion. t 

♦ S»llnst de Bell. J u^urthin. c. 4. Simh were the genercTu^ profeasiofUeof 

P. Scipio and Q. Maximus., The Latin historian hadvread* and most 
Jiably transcribes, Polyhtt^ Uieir eoatempoxary fn<^. * 
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^{ajfed the ^tanct^ of the republic, ^ah'«»IMhldiQital 
tfw Uri^fc ation’ of m o^. to dwyifeateweotd in 
U>f hi^ ^^ ry, tUi be bhd,^M:ba||^ tbe^acm^ 
by h' mjlitaiySvicc of ten yeaw, TM«* i«t|^ti«|i 
htinualiy ^oor^iuiu the fields |t*ti(ii|^i^bnerati4n» of 
pn and e^diere;^ nutl their ouatbdUiNwere ntiuafon^cl by 
Warlike and^pepuluufr states of Jtaly, ¥ihi|^aSi^rn brave 
'Staucc, had yielded, to the val«te‘ and embraced 4he 
aiCiance, of t^e KomanB. The sage \|»storigta, who excited 
the virtue of the younger Scipio^ and beheld the ruin 
tJurthage*, has accuflateiy described their military systent,;^ 
«lheir levib, arips, eAfercises, suboidinatioU, igiarclics, encaiii|tr 
inent|; and tint invincible legion^ superior in active stieogth 
to ll>e ptfiusedoniati phalanx of Philip and Alexander, from 

t i&e institoioni of peace and war, Polybius has deduced the 
irit ibepess of a people, mcapuble of feaj-, and iia- 
putjontof repose. The ambitious design of conquest, which 
jniglit have been defeated by the seasonable conspiracy of 
tlilinkiud, wa»,jfittempted and achieved ; and the perpetual 
Violsdion of justice was. maintained by the jiolitical virtues of 
prtjdencc and courage. The arms of the republic, some- 
tidies vanquished in battle, aK^ays-nivictorious la war, advan- 
ced with rapid steps to tlie Eupiliratj^i^the Danube, the llbine, 
and the Ocean ; and the images or gold, or silver, or brass, 
might, serve to represent tht)i;tptior»««nd their kings^were 
sticcmt^dy broken by the i>n|||Bonarchy of Komeii. 

' Theiii rwtt, of,k» ■*<ii^ty, wliich swelled into !an empire, pay 
deprv^s a singular|x^igy, the reflection of a pldiobc^hic 
uiiu<|^Bm tbn| di^ne of Rome wa« tte.««ural vaftd 


^ * 


)[he i 


iiik«l (Mfc^c^ptor 

wiiilc. he ref " 
plied them to 


tiid k flames, Sci^ 
OH of Troy, acB 



linos pf the tliad, 
to Po^^bkri^ hib fnciui 


in dte Virtut. Vit^ tom., ii, pt 


the ^l^itudes of hnind^ 
oeidtiuties of Home ' ^ 


^ he iwytfsbidly np- 
tfk Libyeis, p." ISd 




the fourth Unei^ shnll he strong as 
^ in pieces, and xkugs 

_ of xroii and ck^) was acc^i^ 

im, |(is ov u tjme. hicm enm in Tprnjc^io 
ct flltrtos, ita in^flue remm mhil hnWillyus: 

B(Open^-totn.v.i^^pfc). ,, . 




OP i^aiAji kiiisf^sw 

jneviti^^|P^^t9i|umi^erategrent!B?s*. Pro. 
ed tti« (kr^ J €h« causes i|estruc|j 

plied ai conquest; a||ih’^n | 

accidt«t' nl4 l*np)ved tfi« art}fi<-i.tl sup|%|i^ the stil^ndhtu 
tiibri^ yielded tp the of its owif sl^" 

of it&rainV sitnplttind obvious; bud jinst<lia«<pf inqui^n^ 
f»Ay thq empfrq was destroyed, we sbotiU ratii^-'l^ 

surprised that it li^ ‘^Iwisted , so long. Tfie victq'^®^ 
legions, who, in distad^ wais, acquired tlie vices dif strangers 
(,and merceoaries„drst oppressed* the freedom of tberepuhlic, 
and afterwards violated tlie mnjesi^.^Qi’ the purple. The 
emperors, anxious for tlieSr pstsonal Safety hnd the public 
peace, weie reduced to the base expffalient of'ootrupting the 
discipline winch rendered them alike formidable to their 
sovereign and to the enemy; the Vigonr of pe 
government was lelaxed, and tin.dly (|issolved,^y|||te pail||d 
institutions of Constantine ; and the Homan worldT was 
ovei whelmed by a deluge of Baibarians. 

The decay of Rome has been fiequently asciibed to t^e 
translation of the seat of eiupnt ; but tins histoiy has 
alie.idy shown, that the powers of govern rtient weie divided, 
rather than removed. The throne of Constantinople was 
erected in the East ; while thq West was still possessed by a 
series of euipeiors whd held their residence in Italy, and 
claimed then equayilhefitance of the legions and provinces. 
This dangerous novelty im|)atred the strength, artd fomehied 
the vices, of a*double reign; the instruhieii|s of anjbppres- 
aive and arbitrary system were iqultiplied ; and a vain emula- 
tion of luxury, not of merit, was introduced and a^ppurted 
between the degenerate successors of ^eodopius. 
distfess, whl^lv unilj* tl^l virtue of a free 
the factious of a dediuiog moHaj5|fay. Tb|^ 
of Arcadius abd'lftonorius betra^W theifflpu^ie to its'^com-^ 
mcwi enemies; and the Byzantine court bel^ with iadilFer- 
ence, perhaps %ttlr pleasiile, the disgiac^of Rome, tin 
.misfortunes of ftaly, and the the W^st. the 

^cceeding reigns, the allti^i|e Of the two > 
restored; but the ^ of tbe'iMeuwf.’^iliat^ was 
, doubtful, and ii|p|l^taal » aod^tni 
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Latip# waa.ieiilaffed by rt»e pti 

S &a^mmm, of mtep^fc #n| 

twjyii*® approved in fo*i»e%ej|«wra^e in^- 
During a long peiiqd of bts 
c^ repelled the victorlon* aTOW >df Hftr^^ans, 
ted tlie^mltb of Asia, andcodiillhndi^^^oK^ 
ar, Ihe ii^ortant sttaits whic|i^ connatet the JEuxina 
fet^miAean s^as^ The foandution of Ccwjstaptitiople 
<«>n)^‘bnted to the^preseivaypn of the East, 
thin to ifte rtiin of, We»t., ^ i a 

A* the a future is the great ohjeet of 

i^ljgton.ivp may Wlar; without stjrprise or spandal, that dta 
l^l^uction, oral least the abuse, of Christianity, had sooite 
in|ueno#^ thh tJeclioe and fall of the Roman empire, 
'ftp cler^^epcc^folly preached the doctrines of patience 
^1 pusillaidmity’; t^ active virtues of society War© dis", 
copraged the last remains of military spirit were 

b||^ted in4he cloister; a large poition of public and private 
w^lth If as conapcrpted to the specious demands of chai ity 
a|iyd ^devotion ; a^d the soldieis’ pay was lavished on the 
ihl^]^ muUitudea of both sexe^, who could only plead tli© 
l^rits of abstinence and chastity, faith, zeal, curiosity, and 
tite^ht'ore earthly passions oj^ malice pnd ambition, kindle^ 
tfae'^Same^ of theological dispord; Ihl ^nrch, and even the 
•|||te,were distracted by iiijgie|ie,)4sptions, whose conflicts 
nrtre Woody, and dlways implacable i theatten- 

diverted from camps to synods; 


tton ot 



V*8 oppressed by a new species of tyranny; 
rpecatei^ i^it^Cts became the secret enemies of Uwh 
I' Yet jpty-spint, bowey^j pcmiciaus pr absurd, is 
^pl^ple o|''hi^n as wpll os of ^ssensipn^t JTltp bishops. 


freqnhnt assenjiffies,' ^d ipdrpemal correspondence, mtain- 
taioM,^efoiQmuni;|j|io1^<||tant churches; .andihe bbneve- 
Ijeat lgn^of^ gospel was strengthened, though confined, 
il^ idHance of^the Catholics. The sacred 
was jdevqptly em^ajped by a sennU 
-j ' — not afot^A 





sMiift iriees would bAve 

nn#»rtljf^ IRiOTOWM to doieit, from baser moUves,' ^ 
aid«F the^t«|wriPb. • Religious precepuare ebdl^ip] 
which indulge and eanctil^ the Uatiiral ih]^inations of^ . 
votar^j W the pore aitd genuine indnencgjd* Cliriraan«|r 
may be tmced in its'JiMlBefidal, diOugh imi^ec^ effects^el 
thet^dfbariau |U-oselyte8 «f the Nortli. If ih^^clit^^il^ 
Roman* empire was hastened bji the touversion of Cnn^^pF 
tine, his victorious religion bA>he die Vtatput^ of.%he fatl^an^ 
lUollified ferocious temper rOf ^Ihe i|^|uerorst * 

"This awful ■WevoluiioO maj^ be usefeR^ a^pli^ to the ui> 
strtlofiob of i£e present ago. It is the duty of a {mtriot to 
prefer and promote the exclusive ifitere«t ail^Wilp^ of hw 
native country ; but a pbdosophef tnay ^ ^Voiltted to 
enlarge his views, pnd to consider Europe*' ns one greM 
republic, Whose various inhabitants have attsined almost tlm 
same level of politeness and.cuUtvatioln'. The balance of 
power will continue to fluctuate, and the prosperity of onr 
own, or the neighbouring kingdoms, may be alternately 
exalted or depressed; but these partial events cannot essenti* 
ally injure our general state happiness, the system of lutib 
and laws, and manners, $^1oh sb advantageously distii^;uii||j^ 

f mve the rest of mat^lia,yhe Europeans and their colonleih^ 
he savage nations of^tjbe glote a're the common enemies^4l| 
civilized society ^ and ^eSna^ in^'nirn with anxious caiiosjty 
whether Eoropejs still threatl^d Wife a rfpftitiba of vfeu^ 
calamities, Which formerly o]!)prelled tbO iwms ^d institu- 
tions of Rome. Perhaps the saihe reflebtionls'l^ plustraM^ 
the fall of that mighty empire, and ex^feia’tlie ptobtfeW 
Cduses of our actual secuiky. ’ '‘ jii, V' M 

I. The Eofeaus Were %norant oIT the 
danger, and the Immber oi^etr en^^^ *B^piid “dm 
TtK]tu.nn<i nio4siW'-iW<nof^gj4i couq&t^ of Eurojpe and 


Rhine and DM^’ 

ilsm were filled wi^ 'innul^rab^^ t|*^8 fef%febntetf‘ imd 
shepherds, poor, voracious, and Wafetdifet ; bold fe/ 0|8i^ 
and impatient to ravish the fr|uts of iiidusto'*, 
rian world was 
fei*|Me‘of Gai 
INWF Cbintt. 


wk tMfen % dhti^ant revoloi^ 





riBtx nzciim akb vali 

*'1 Ti ,1 

tMr inarch towards the W«fit 

gradual acces^n of cspttmatid 
wli*» fljiwj^^bes wlio yielded toiPe Huasi asshmed 
^^rit of conquest; the endless column of 
edoh the Roman empire witif accumulated 
the foremost were destroyed, the vacant 
fly replenished, by new aiswlants. Such 

f cun no longer issoe fiom the North ; 

has "Been imptlted to the dccrr ge 
SuMj-ioonsequence of tb^profeess of 
_ Itts&^'tof sotpe rude yill^tluniy 

•catleipdialt^hg its^oods and morasses, Geridany wow pro* 
duces n'Sf 'of two thousand three hundred walled towns: 
l^ie ChristVd tittgiom of Denmark, Sweden, and Poland; 
^ve been st&cessively estahlished; and the Banse mer- 
fnants, wi^ the Teiftonic knights, have eittetided their 
colonies afeng the icoast of t^ Baltic, as far as the Golf of 
llniand. Fr6m the Gulf of Finland to the Eastern Ocean, 
^sia now assudies the form of apoweiful and civilised 
*®*®^^*, The plough, the loom, and the forge are introduced 
fn the banks of the Volga, the C^y, and the Lena ; and the 
fercest of the Tarta/ Jhotdgs hakjheen taught to tremble 
obey; The reign of ind'epeh^ht Raibarism is now 
’^^Iraeted to a naifrow spaltf andt^remnant of CalmuS 
. k^VHkbkB, whose forces tp^ie impost numbered, cannw 
1iei%H)s|y extlite fbe' appreh%sioii^ o^ the gieat republic of 
JEatope*. dlls apparent sfecurity sliould not tempt us 
% loiget and mikhbw^ dangers, may 

Bn^'ft!tHlK''^oine obscure people, scarcely visible in 
i iaap of, ll^^iorld, HigvArahs tw Sitdwcens, who spread 
luests -ft^Undia to^^hr, bad languished in 

P** hwiadi’ed ioto those 

lies of tntli&ffiiiiw . -0 

T*. editors of t}ic Ilkory of tl* 

SMnri t^^noos, though iropcrfiwt, description oftlieir 
j5:,®l“>P?1“«non tlie wdcpeudcnce of the Ctdrourhs or 
"ceudv vanqmshea by tl«rChincse, whol m 
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of BwhiksliMl _ 

twn/i. p. thc9e.*cxmnu^$iijs%Vv 

lure tcrl£$i|to the safetv of liitj-'Cltiacsc cihpl^ 


Buebarin, atttd j 
^rces, of rjie Of " 


^vaoced 
*“TnoiTes sdf 
ttnoub, aor 
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orTimnoMArfiM^^ttfe' ^ 

Ui-ThUt eridpiie of R<Wne was^firnrfy 
singakr and per&c coaliUoa.«f ita tneoiben, 1^ ao)||»:t 
nations, resignin^te ho{)e^ and even die^wisb, of tiulepMiid- 
ence, emluneed tbe character* of Romaii ’citizens *, the 
provinces of the West were reluctantly tor^Ay itheiBarhaf^, 
nans from the bosom of their rnwher boulwjSj^^, 
onion was purchased byti|e !os8„dr.iia|io^pMiee 
militatyj spirit; and the servile provinces^^d^itufe’of 
and motion,' expected their safety from jSjijAmeifcenary troppii 



fdersof adisiaot 
lions depended o<^ 


and gi^yei^’brs, who were diret^o4|i>. 
court. ^|i*he ijn^ppiness of atf'Hhnared 
the pej-SOnal meiit of one or two metb {^|ips cjri^rep, 
whose minds Were corrupted by education,- Injury, apd 
despotic power. The deep^ Wounds werelnflipted on the 
empire d;^rlng tliC ninonties of the sons and grandsons ^ 
Ttieodo^os; and after those inhapible punce^ seemed ra . 
att,ain the age of manhood, they abandoned liie church to ^he 
bishops, the state to tlw eunuchs, and the provinces to the 
Baibarian*. Europe is now divided into tWelve powerfa|« 
though unequal, kingdoms, three respectable common- 
wealths, and a variety -of* smaller, though independentf 
states: the chances. p|i^oyal’' tdbd jpjnisterial talents are 


multiplied, at least xfil^hc number 6f its rulers ; and ,a 
^lian, or Semirami8,ife^re}gd% the Npltb, while dreadi^ 
and Honoiius again sflumhet on the thrones of ^hfe Sotitlv* 
The abuses of tyranny «rb restttiined by tl^ mutual indueneb 
of fear and shame**; reptiWicshave acquired Oil^r and stabi- 
lity; monaichtesAave imbibgd* die prpiCipl^f fieedoi^, 
or, at least of moderation ; and 'some honour ad^ 

justice is introducii|#iuo tho ||o$t clefecdVih boiuititutions la| 
the geueralmanners-oi^lil^^mes. In peacefthe .progress W 
knowledge aibdimJpsM|4liii|^eraied by^^eapejate-'' ^ “ 


many petive dvajst UpropcaS^iorcqs 

cised by temperate ^anlvrnd^sfyf^cbnt^ts. If a 4rag4 
conqueror shonlii i^ie |rom the des^ of ^ n»ii| 

***'" «' m t 

* Tbo prudent reader wiS detchnine liow propositiup is 

wdy^iypiefiby the Tevi>|:i o 


f 15ritajn’iin4 
Spain, 
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tepea!^^ ' robust iKasants of Ru«si»,- the 

the gall«i3^obIef of France, 
«ni(ifthe|ltUF^^Yl(iee^ of Britain; Wib, pe^upi might 
coB&diertidto for tiiehr common defence. Should the victorioua 
slavery and desolation as far as the Atlantic 
4d|Deao, tea thdnsand vessels would transpoit beyond their 
li^aiik the cpaaiflis of civilized aobiety *, and Europe would 
in the Ameri^ world, which iwa^ready 
£Ued with her ebliifiiiss, and institutions*. 

. llli Cold.. .poWj || y^ aM a life of danger and fatigue, 
fortify the strength and courbge of Barbarjan*.*, ;ln ev^ry 
ege they have oppressed the polite .and peaceihl nations of 
Chine, Ihdia, And Persia, who neglected, and still neglect, to 
counterbalance tliese natural powers by the resources of 

f plitary art. The warlike states of antiquity, Greece, Mace- 
onia, and Rome, educated a race of soldiers, exercised their 
bodies, disciplined their courage, multiplied their forces by 
regular evolutions, and converted the iron which they 
possessed into strong and serviceable weapons. But this 
a^uperionty insensibly declined with their laws and manners; 
nod the feeble policy of Constantine and his .successors 
firmed and instiiicted, fur the.rui^<^f the empire, the rude 
talour of the Bai^nrian merceaari%%v The military art ^ 
changed by the in Vf ptio^ pf gunpowder } whicl 
eqables men tp command the two jeapst powerful agents, of 
wature,iair arid fire. Mathematics, chyjpistry, mechanics, 
«rchitecture,$^ve been applied to the service of war; and 
the adverse^afties oppose "to' each othei'lfoe most elaborate 
Inodes, Sf attac^. '^nd of d^feip;e. Hi^rians may indig- 
Itontly t^ef ve, that the pre{pirations of a siege would found 
f^d maiiitain a fiobrislnhg colbnyf ; yet ifo cannot be 

now contains about «* millions of European blood and de- 
numbers, et^east in the North, ate coatinuaHy increasing. 
Wh&lc ♦nr be the clianz^ of tteir polidcal .situation, they must pre- 

leree tfae;maatiws of Europe ; and' we um mfleet with sonie pleasure, that 
the «i[i4#obably be diffused over an imuiemc and popu- 
lous eonthaiitb. ■ " ' 

, t <A» (fe» the siege of Twnt) 140 pieces de canon ; et it 

1st « ranarqubreiae chaque gros canon montd tevient b environ fiO^nSus s 
il,<y nvqk 110,000. bO^ts ;)t0(!,000 cartou nte MftMe &^n, et 300,m|rune 
atttte; li|^9^>boiab<H} ST^TOO gKaBdeqP|l^|ip«acs i 



te pMe^ted % yi^ Mt^; «&rvi«e M!||p%f tfa^ 
vinMe^* ‘C^pliM|:4M# 

<01)* MMkiMVgAaliiie iiArj^ •gaw* lb0jI^rWiiaiw''|t4M^ 
fiovope k «e00t* ftom tmy imre vnif^ «f |ti#<i|i|iM; 
«iiey-aw,«9ai[^ar» 

kwras.. ' lIlKtir gifuMwi 9drw9%if? tbe-ip)*ne!Q4^.w^’f|^]4 
ihra^ft ke vccoorpaaucd^ m we ney leva frwk'yift 
wff 'fttkiatt witb a pp!9piE>)*io8abjk iiblire'^eii|tiia (be of 

|IM« 1 4tR4*iitU ppH^ ; an4 (bey rtienBsplws q*)a| ^((kiffFe a 
^MMaioesf tbe poli$bed 9 ^iong wlM^:(hey ?. 

iSimM gpeo)i)»(io*g bo 4(9ub(fui qr ^bicfdns» 
yvere (kubibs » moye b(i#We. souyce <rf’ eoiisft>k ’»od 
bjope, * Tbe (bgcoverieg of ati<;>eQ( end i^pdern niay}gifby$i 
md doofiestic hkWJj or tradition, of the mjii«#?en- 
li^teiiocl nations, (eprOseBti the. huma/f ^vage, nak;^. %>th 
)« 1*1*4 hn4 body, and deititi^te of laws, of ayte, of i|||as, 
•*4 almost: itmgaage * . From (his abject condition, j^r- 
il$||li (be primitive and universat state of )*<*>> t9ie b<k gra* 
4«aUy arket) to commaod the ioimals, (o fertility, the eiftib, 
f» (tawetse tlte ocean, and to meawe i^ie beayepa, Pk 
.progress in the mproyement and excise of .liis mental 
and corporeal faenltiesf has been irreguitMr apd vbylonji; [’in> 
finitely slow in the beginning, and increasing by 
with redoubled aelocitgr : ages of tab«ji^op 8 , 4 ^e*t;bpve feePh 
' ' '• < , '.' ' - * 

Strumas {)our le ofotswe} 1,200,000 livir^ dp^ndrc* Ajjoufc* a ces 
in oh I dons, le pWtnbf k fer, et k lW*blapc, Ics covda^'i^.c, kii? ce qtlii 
le ks outiii) de toute e.^ece. ll 

ies fra|i a« ^ms ces pr^ratif's de cie^trucddisumroknt pour 
fendcir faii^ lieurir la pru« Aohdireuse coUmka ' Yolui^a 'Skcle 

ide Ixmil Xlv, <?, ifn, in hk p* W* 

• It would b(p an tasy» tedious ta?!*, to pirpdnce imilioritieft 

of p«tia pliMosaplia^ am Inttorttiisi 1 sfa^l tlierefoiw cr^liit 
)w ith apfsalini; to rbo ^cisiv4 andaiHbeti^ tmx^mmy Piodonoa u» 

Itom* ii i it p. Uf4$l. t iiis p* We tkc. edit WesseVag*). The Icthyo- 
^hafu til hii ttoi^^^dered along tlM m me taa 

onlf W itoiiifiared taf ^ liaitim of Maw flidtend (%tfnpierlf Yoys^es» 
vat I p, 4P4'--4<5Q.)* BwJi prh^iw r«w>o». may still foppoit im «»- 
trefna and m &r below the^etjjof these 

wbo^ad ac^tfedl sMieartf and tm^rusn^ata. 

/Oiiigme det lx>ix de» Am ’4t lies S4etim« Hi iraeel wietig^oe 
eonjectura (tom. i. p. U7«--dS7. «dit l2mo.}» ^iimaa4ii|pfldi||<m 
steps of human inventniis ' 

VoL.V. SB "" 


m HISTOftt ot tfttisietiwt AtfD FALt 

ifoTIdWM by V woment of' rapid dbwnfal; and linf mvmi 
climate of ttte gtebe hit^ felt tHe vicissitodfc of lij^ 
darkifess. Yet the experience of four thousanid yejii;s shouhi 
enlarge our ^ hopes/ a^nd diminish otir apprehensions: wfe 
eahhot deiertnine to what height the human species may 
aspire in thefr adtahees towards perfection ; hut It may 
safely he pfesumed^ that no people, tmless the face of nature 
is changed, WillVelapsc into their original barbarism. ‘ The 
impiro^emehts 6f society may be viewed under a threefold 
asj^ct. I . The poet or philosopher illustrates hk age and 
country by* the efforts of a single mind ; but these superior 
powers of reason or fancy are rare and spontaneous produc- 
tions, and the genius of Homer, or Cicero, or Newton, 
would excite less admiration, if they could be created by 
the win of a prince, or theleSsonsof a preceptor. 12. ITie 
benfefits of law and policy, of trade and manufactures^ of 
airts and sciences, are more solid and permanent ; and metny 
indkiduals may be qualified, by education and discipline, 
to promote, in their respective stations, the interest of the 
community. But this general order is the effect of skill and 
labbur; and the complex machinery may be decayed by 
time, or injured by violence. 3. Fortunately for mankind; 
the mofe useful, or, at least, more necessary arts, can be 
performed without superior talents, or national subordina- 
tion; without the powers of one, or the union of many. 
Each village, each family, each individual, must always 
possess both ability and inclination, to perpetuate the use of 
fire’* and of metals; the propagation and service of domes- 
tic animals; the methods of hunting and fishing; the rudi- 
ments of navigation; the imperfect cultivation corn, or 
other nutritive grmn; and the simple practice of the me^ 
^chanic trades. Private genius and public industry may be 
extirpated ; but these hardy plants survive the tempest, and 
strike an everlasting root into the most unfavourable soil. 
The splendid days of Augustus and Trajan were eclipsed by 
a cloud of ignorance; and the Barbarians subverted the 

• It ii certain, however strange, that many nations have been ignorant 
of the use of fire. Even the ingenious natives of Otaheite^ who are desr 
$titute of mtUlfh have not invented any eartbern vessels capable of su^ 
taining tliie action fire, and of communicating the beat to the liquids ^ 
which they contain. 
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iaiirs aod paluces of Rome. But the scythe, the invei^tioa 
or emblem of Saturn still continued annually to mow the 
harvests of Italy; and the human feasts of the limstri^onsf 
have never been renewed on the coast of Campania. 

Since the first discovery of the arts, war, commerce, and 
religious zeal have diffused, among the savages of the Old 
and New World, these inestimable gifts: they have been 
successively propagated; they can never bo lost. We may 
thacefore acquiesce in the pleasing conclusion^ that every 
age of the world has increased, and still increases, the real 
wealth, the happiness, the knowledge, and perhaps the 
virtue of the human race;]:. 


• Plutarch. Quast. Rom. in tom. ii. p. 275 . Macrob. Sltornal. 1. i. 
c. a. edit. London, 'fbe arrival of Saturn (of his religious 

worship) in a ship, may indicate, tliat the savage coast of Latium was first 
discovered and civilised by the Phmnicians. 

t In the ninth and tenth books of the Odyssey, Homer has embellished 
the tales of fearful and credulous sailors, who transformed the cannibals 
of Italy and Sicily into monstrous giants. 

t The merit of discovery has too often been stained with avarice^ 
cruelty, and fanaticism; and the intercourse of nations has produced the 
communication of disease and prejudice. A singular exception is due to 
the virtue of our own times and country. The five great voyages, ««c- 
cessively undertaken by the command of his present Majesty, were •In- 
spired by the pure and generous love of science and of mankind. The 
same prince, adapting his benefactions to the different st^es of society, 
has founded a school of painting in his capital; and has introduced into 
the islands of the South Sea, the vegetables and animal* most uMiful to 
human life. 
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0»A1>. XXXIX, 

fZ^ko iki JMUMsfus, Emperdrs Edm»- 

Md firkt Exploit Tb&tdc^k ike Q$l¥ogoik*^*'^i» 

ffitaiion 'Cottqmt nf Guhk Kmgdom 

*Jtktyi*^St(ite ef 'the Wei^.^Militurif end CwU^ Gemm- 
ihefif.-^Tke StHdtbf Acts md D&Ah 

Tl'kMoHe. 


J^fTKR the fall of the Roman Empire in the West, ati 
interval nf fifty years, till the memorable reign of Justinian^ 
is'fiiftftly marked ‘by the obscure names and imperfect annah 
\)f ^lerio, Anastasias, ond Justin, ivho successively ascende4 
*theihrbde bf Con^tantrnople. During the same period, Italy 
revived and flourished under the government of a Gothic 
1<}rig,^Whb might Ifnve deserved a statue among the best and 
Ibliivcst of the ancient Homans, 

^iPheodovic theGsfrogoth, tbe fourteenth in lineal descent 
dl^ the royal line of the Amali^, was born in the neigh-* 
^ouriiood of* Vienna t two years after die death of Attila. 
A /(fib%b’t tidtdty 'bad tcstored the independence of the'Gstro* 
goths; and the three brothers, Walamir, Theodemir, and 
Widimir, who ruled that warlike nation with united counsels, 
had separately pitched their habitations in the fertile though 
desolate province of Punnonia. The Huns still threatened 
their revolted subjects, but ih.eir hasty attack was repelled 
by the single forces of Walamir, and tire news of his victory 
reached the distant camp of liis brother in the same auspi- 


• Jaraandei (de Rubiis Geticis, c. IS, 14. p, 629 , 630. edit. Grot) has 
drawn tfie pedigree of "t'heodoric from Gapt, owe of the Anses or Demi* 
gods, wIk) lived about the time of Uomitiap. Cassiodorius, the first who 
celebrates the royal rate of the Amaii (Variar. viii, 5. ix. 25. x..2» xi. 1.^ 
reckom the grandson of llieodoric as the xviith in descent. Peringseioid 
(the Swedish commentator of Cochbeus. Vit. Tbeodoric. p271t &c. 
Ktuc'kholni, 16 ^.) labours to connect this genealogy with the legends or 
traditions iA his native country, 

+ More correctly on tlm' banks of the lake Pdso (Nicusicdler-see) near 
Carnuntun^ almost on the same spot where Marcus Antoninus emposed 
his meditations (Jornandes, c. 52« p. 659. Severtn. pannoniii lllustrata,. 
p. 22. Cellunus, Gcograpb. Ant%. tom. i. p. 350.). 



OP wftM 110*411 muPittA 


clous tnotticnt ilitt itie fa^urite coticublne 4f Tlieodettfltk 
^as rfclivei^ df a Son and iiair. In the eighth year of hia 
age, Theljdoric was reluctailtly yielded by his father to the 
public Interest, as the plisdgb of an alliance which Leo, 
emperor of the East, had consented to purchase by an an-* 
ntiiftl Subsidy of three pOniids of gol4 The royal 

hostage rtasCfldcated at Consttititroople with care nnd tea*? 
ddrness. Mfehody SraSfoirned to the e^^rcises of war^ 
hfs hrifid was Cjrpatided by ^be habits of liberal converse 
tion ; he frequented the schools of the most skilful masteri^ 
but he disdained or neglected the arts of Greece, and so 
ignorant did he always remain of the first elements of science, 
that a rude mkrk was contrived to represent the signature Of 
the illiterate king of Italy As soon as he had attained the 
a^ of eighteen, he was restored to the wishes of the Ostro* 
gdths, whom the emperor aspired to gain by liberality and 
confidence. Walamir had fallen in battle ; the youngest of 
die brothers, Widimir, bad led away into Italy and Gaul am 
afihy of Barbarians, and the wliole nation acknowledged for 
their king the father of Theodoric. His ferocious subjects 
adttiired' the strength and stature of their young prince 
and he soon convinced them that he had not degenerated 
from the valour of his ancestors. At the head of six thou- 
sand volunteers he secretly left the camp in quest of adven- 
tures, descended the Danube as far as Singidunum or Bel- 
grade, and soon returned to his father with the spoils of a 
Sarmatian king whom he had vanquished and slain. Such 
triumphs, however, were productive only of fame, and tlie 
invincible Ostrogoths were reduced to exueme distress by 
the want of clothing and food. They unanimoiisly resolved 
to desert their Pamionian encampments, and boldly to ad- 


• The four first letters of name (0EOA) were inscribed on a gold 
plate, and when it was fixed on the paper, the king drew his pen through 
the intervals (Anonym. Valerian, ad Calcem A mm. Marcellin. p. 722.). 
n*hrs autlieiTtic fiict, with tlie testimony of Procopius, or at least tlie 
contemporary Goths (GothK\ 1. i. c. 2. p. 311.), far outweighs the vague 
praises of Ennodius (Sirmoed, Opeta, tom. i, p. Id06.), and X'be<j|ibanes 
(Chronograph, p. 112.). 

t Smturaest quatJ resignet proceritatc regnantcni (Ennodiui,’ p. 1614.1. 
The Wldiop of Pavia (t meaji the ecclesiastic who wished to be a bishop) 
then;prbefeds to celebrate the complexion, eyes, hands, ’®rc. of hi* save- 
rHgn. 
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]0t(» the warm and wealthy jieigbbotithood of tlie 
Byzaiittne courts which already maintained in pride and 
luxury so many bands of confederate Goths. After proving 
by some acts of hostility that they could be dangeious^ or at 
least troublesoinc enemies, the Ostrogoths sold at a high 
price their reconciliation and fidelity, accepted a donative 
of lands and money, and were mitrusted with the defence of 
the lower Danube, under the command of Theodoriq, who 
socceeded after his father’s death to the hereditary throne of 
the Atnaii 

An hero, descended from the race of kings, must have 
despised the base Isauriau who was invested with the Roman 
purple, without any endowments of mind or body, without 
any advantages of royal birth, or superior qualifications. 
After the failure of the Theodosian line, the choice of Pul- 
cheria and of the senate might be justified in some measure 
by the characters of Martian and Leo, but the latter of tliese 
princes confirmed and dishonoured his reign by the perfi- 
dious murder of Aspar and his sons, who too rigorously ex- 
acted the debt of gratitude and obedience. The inheritance 
irf Leo and of the East was peaceably devolved on his infant 
i^rai|dson, the son of his daughter Ariadne ; and her Isaurian 
husband, the fortunate Trascalisseus, exchanged that bar- 
barous sound for the Grecian appellation of Zeno. After 
the decease of the elder Leo, he approached with unnatural 
respect the throne of his son, humbly received, as a gift, 
the second rank in the empire, and soon excited the public 
suspicion on the sudden and premature death of his young 
colleague, whose life could no longer promote the success of 
bis ambition. But the palace of Constantinople was ruled 
by female Infioence, and agitated by female passions : and 
Verina, the widow of Leo, claiming his empire as her own, 
pronounced a sentence of deposition against the worthless 
and ungrateful servant on whom she alone had bestowed the 
sceptre of the Eastf. As soon as she sounded a revolt in 

• The ttateof the Ostrogoths, and the first years of Theodoric, are 
found in Jornandes (c. 52 — M). p. 689— 696.) and Malchus (Ejq^erpt. 
Legat p. who erroneously styles him the son pf W'akmir.^ 

t TneopbaiWt (p* I U*) inserts a copy of her sacred letters to fhe pro- • 
Vinces: m in m • • • xoi 6 ti 

Tpat<r)taXXi(r«i<if, &c. Such female pretensions would have astonished the 
•laves of tUejfnrf Cicsars. 
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theearsof ZeQ 0 » be fled with precipitation into ibe 
tains of Isauria^ and her brother Basiliscus^ ali^y 4nfai9MMi| 
by his African expedition ^was unanimously proclaiii^ 
by the servik senate. But the reign of the usurper ims 
short and turbulent. Basiliscus presumed to assassinate the 
lover of hissbter; he dared to offend the bver of his wife^ 
the vain and insolent Harmatius^ who# in>tbe midst pf Asiatie 
Itrxorj^ affected the dress^ the demeanour, and the surnajai|i 
of Achilles f. By the conspiracy of the malecontents, Zenf 
was recalled from exile ; the armies, the capital, the pelnsoii 
of Basiliscus, were betrayed ; and his whole family was con* 
demned to the long agony of cold and hunger by the in* 
human conqueror, who wanted courage to encounter or to 
forgive his enemies. The haughty spirit of Vcrina was still 
incapable of submission or repose. She provoked the en- 
mity of a favourite general, embraced his cause as soon as 
he was disgraced, created a new emperor in Syria and Egypt, 
raised an army of seventy thousand m^n, and persisted to 
the last moment of her life in a fruitless rebellion, which, 
according to the fashion of the age, bad been predicted by 
Christian hermits and Pagan magicians. While the East, 
was afflicted by the passions of Vcrina, her daughter Ar hid i|c 
was distinguished by the female virtues of mildness and fide- 
lity ; she followed her husband in his exile, and after his res- 
toration she implored his clemency in favour of her mother* 
On the decease of Zeno, Ariadne, the daughter, the mother, 
and the widow of an emperor, gave her hand and the iinpe- 
perial title to Anastasius, an aged domestic of the palace, 
who survived his elevation above twenty-seven years, and 
whose diaracter is attested by the acclamation of the people. 

Reign as you have lived J.” 

Whatever fear or affection could bestow, was profusely 
lavished by Zeno on the king of the Ostrogoths; the rank 

* Vol. vi. Pi 901—204. 

t Suidas, tom. i. p. 339, 333. edit. Kiuter. 

X The contemporary histories of Malclius and Candidns are lost; but 
some extracts or fragments have been saved by Photius (Ixxviii, Ixxix. 
p. 100—109.), Constantine Porphyrogenitus (Excerpt. I^g. p. 
and in various articles of the Lexicon of Suidas. The Chronicle of Mar- 
cellinuf (Imago Historiae) are originals for the reigns of Zeno mi JIitiM- 
.tasius; and I must acknowledge, almost for the last time, my obligations 
to the large and accurate coUectiohs of Tiilemont (Hist, des Bmp. tom. vi. 
p. 479-452.). 
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ii|| patiidam and consuli the eommaiid 0i tbe vPakliiie 
an eq aestriaa statae^ a trea^^are in gqM aifiMl of 
^ny thoi^and pouuik$ the name of aon, and tbe pi^iae 
of a rk?h and botmupjbk wife. As long as Ipiieo^orio. con-^ 
desctndeA lo serve^ he supported with courage aiul fidelity 
eansie of ^s benisfactor: bis, rapid maicb eontiibnted to 
4ir restoration ofJZmo; and in the second reirolv tbe /fa* 
as they were called, pursued and pressed ihe Astadc 
hl^ts, till they left an easy victory to the Imperial troops 
But tb^ servant was suddenly convened intoafor^ 

midable enemy, who spread the flames of war ftom Con* 
stantinople to the Adriatic; many flourishiog cities were 
reduced to ashes, and the agriculture of Thrace was almost 
esetirpated by the wanton cruelty of the Goths, who de* 
prived their captive peasants pf die right band that guided 
the plough f. On such occasions, Theodoric snstained the 
loud and spedoos reproach of disloyalty, of ingratitude, and 
of insatiate avaiice, which could be only excused by the 
hard necessity of his situation. He reigned, not as the 
monarch, but as the minister of a ferocious people, whose 
^spirit was unbroken by slavery, and impatient of real or 
ipligWiiry insults. Their poverty was incurable ; since die 
nibiit libera] donatives were soon dissipated in wasteful 
luxury, and the most fertile estates became barren in their 
hands; they despised^ but they envied, the laborious pro- 
vincials; and when their subsistence had failed, the Osiro* 
gotbs, embraced tlto familiar resources of war and rapine. 
It hii4 been.the wish of Theodoric (such at least was his de- 
claration), to lead a peaceful, obscure, obedient life, on 
the confiiles of beythia, till the Byzantine court, by splendi^ 
and ffillacious promises, seduced him to attack a confederate 
tribe of Goths, who had been engaged in the pmty of 

♦ In ipsis conjtrmlonis tux foribu? result invasor, cum prqfugo per (e 
sceptia recidereiUur (ie salurr dubitanti. Emiodius then proeetd^ fp* 
I>97, tom. ii Sirmoud.) to traiispoit his hero (on a flym^ dra*?onl) 
into Ethiopia* bey ond the ti opk of Cancer. The evidence of the Valcsiau 
fragtnent m 7170» Biberatus (tirev. Eutych. c. p. 116 ), and fheo- 
(pn If,), is more Sober and ratioiml. 
f This cruet practice is specialty imputed to the Tnatmn (JdthJ?, lesf 
harWods, as it should seem, than the Waiami^: htn the f on of t hen 
demir is chained with the ruin of many Homan citiff {Mal^hus Ejfcerf t 
Brg.p 96 f 
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Bftiiittcfii* He nsttfched from his statioii in Maesin^ on the 
soleiiiii nssnraace that before he reached Adrianophs he 
sbotild meet a plentiful convoy of provisions^ and a rein* 
forcetnent height thousand horse and thirty thousand fbot^ 
while the I^ions of Asia were encamped at Heraoka po 
second his dperatioiis. These measures werh disappoittl^ 
by mutual jealousy. As he advanced into Thface, tfae^Mi 
of Tbeodemir found in inhospitable solitude^ and his Gi^p 
followers^ ;with an heavy train of horses, of mules, andjK; 
waggons, were betrayed by their guides among the rows 
and precipices of Mount Sondis, where he Was assaulted 
the arms and invectives of Theodoric the son of Triarius. 
From a neighbourhig height, his artful rival haiangim^j^thei 
camp of .the Walamm, and branded their leader with the 
opprobrious names of child, of madman, of perjured traitor, 
the enemy of bis bipod and nation. Are you ignorant/^ 
exclaimed the son of Triarius, that it is the constant 
policy of the Romans to destroy the Goths by each 
other's swords ? Are you insensible that the victor in this 
unnatural contest will be exposed^ and justly exposed, to 
their implacable revenge: Where are those wariiorsi my 
kinsmen and thy own, whose widows now lament that 
their lives were sacrificed to thy rash ambition i Where 
is the wealth which thy soldiers possessed when they 
** were first allured from their native homes to inlist umleic^ 
thy standard f Each of them was then master of three or 
four horses; they now follow thee on foot like slaves, 
through the desarts of Thrace ; those men who were 
** tempted by the hope of measuring gold with a bushel, 
‘‘ those brave men who are as free and as noble as thyself." 
A language so well suited to the temper, of the Goths, ex- 
cited, clamour and discontent; and the sou of Theodemir, 
apprehensive of being left alone, was compelled to em- 
brace his brethren, and to imitate the example of Roman 
perfidy 

* Jornandes (c. 56 , 57. p. 696.) displa5^s the stn'vices of Thsod^lk# 
conlbses rewards, but oissemblcs nis revolt, of which such curious 
details have beott,*|MreServed by Malcbus (Excerpt Le^ p T®*^*^^* 
IVlarcelUous, a domesbepf Justiniaft, under whose ivtfaconsmship^dKP./ 
534.) he composed bis Chronicle (Scalier, 'rhesaurus Tempomni^ 
p. 34— .57 .)i wtravs hiS prejudice and passion: in Grarciaih dehjic€Mi|t, 

VoL. V ■ 2 C ^ 
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« "In itvery siite ^ctf foileiine> ^he ptndaicft anififiiilieM 
€if Tbeod<^ic wcne cottfpicnou*| whether be thtmu 

ened OotisfAtitinople HI the bead of tbife confederate Gotha, 
or wkh a band to the tnounliiifia and sea- 

coaal 0f> Epirus* Al length the accidental death of the son 
dif^fiarius^ destroyed the balance which the .Romans had 
lieft 90 anxious to preserve, the whole nation acknowledged 
llHiiktipreiiiacy of the Atnalti and the Byzaiitine court sub^ 
ailltlMil an ignoEtiinious aad oppressive treaty f. The senate 
had already deeiared, that k was necessary to cbuse a party 
aiauhig the Goths, since the |>ub!ic was unequal lo the sup- 
port^ of’ their united forces*, a subsidy of two thousand 
poOiidi of gold, with the ample pay of thirteen tliousaod 
men, were required for the least considerable of their 
ariilie9|:| and the Isaurmns, w1h> guarded not the empire 
blot the emperor, enjoyed, besides the privilege of rapine, 
HU aiHiual pension of five thousand pounds. The sagacious 
mind of Theodoric soon perceived that he was odious to Uic 
Soitians, and suspected by the Barbarians; be understood 
the popular murmur, that bis subjects were exposed in their 
ftStoen hulH to intolerable hardships, while their king was 
disiOlved in the luxury of Greece, and he prevented the 
pomiul alternative of encountering the Goths, as the ebatn- 
pioni ar of leading them to the field us tlie enemy, of Zeno. 
Etsibfactfig an enterprise worthy of his courage and ambi- 
tterif Theodoric addressed the emperor in the following 
WbrdS! " Al^Ottgh your servant is maintained in affluence 
^ ‘hy your libetality, graciously listen to the wislres of my 
heart! Italy, the inheritance of your predecessors, and 
Roitie itself the head and mistress of the world, now' 
fluctuute under the violence and oppression of Odoacet 
the mercenary* Direct me, with tny national troops, to 
mareh against the tyrant. If I fall, you will be relieved 
from an expensive and troublesome friend : if, with the 

Icm • . . Zcuonis miinificenfi| pene pacatus . . . benefidis nunquam 
satktas, dtc. 

• As he was riding in his own camp, an unruly horse threw him against 
ll^ point of a soear whicii hung betpre a tent, ot was hxed on a waggon 
{llafctliint ia Evagrius. 1. iii. c. 95 .). 
f See h&ldbks (p. Pl.) and Evagrius (I iii. c, 35.). > 

i Matchiis, p. 8^. In a single action, which was derided by the skill 
discipline bf Sabin'ian, Theodoric could lose 6000 rueii. 
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^ BiVme ftrmimlm, I ^uececd, I shall govern it ymk 
a»4 10 yoar glory, the lloiBan senate^ and iHie 
part pf ti>e repoblic deiivared from slayory by tiolo*- 
riotts The proposal of Tbeodoi'io waa ao^opfeedf 

and perhaps had been suggested^ by ibe % 2 »atiao oovin* 
Put the fotms of the cominissioa or graot, lappeir jto baii^ 
been expressed with a prudetit aoibiguity, y^hich siMghi^^^ 
explained by the events and it was left dvabifu), wlif^Hr 
the conqueror of Italy should mgn as the beutepapjt^.thf 
vtissali Of the^^ally of the entperor of tfee > 

The reputation both of the leader and of tbe.waf 4ilN^ 
an universal ardour i the Walamir^ were moUipbed by^lbe 
Gothic swarms already engaged in the service, oir seibid jie 
lire provinces^ of the empire; and each bold jBiu*barian> jiylso 
had beard of the wealth and beauty of Italy, ^as ifupatieAi 
to seek, through itie most perilous adventures, the posBOfr 
sion of such enchanting objects. Tb^ march of Tbeodorio 
must be considered as the emigration of an entire people i 
the wives and children of iheGotlis, tlieir aged parenlv, and 
most precious cIFects, were carefully iransporled ; and some 
idea may be formed of the heavy baggage that now fol^ 
^wed the camp, by the loss of two thouiiiaud waggonst 
which had been sustained in a single action in the wm 
Bpirus. Vor their subsistence, tbe Gotlis depended oa tho 
magarines of corn which was ground in poitablo wills by 
the hands of their women ; on the milk and flesh of tbeic 
flocks and herds ; on the casual pioduce of the chace,. and 
upon the contributions which they might impose^O ah who 
should presume to dispute the passage, or to refuse tb«i« 
friendly assistance. Noiwitlistanding these precautions,; they 
w ere exposed to the danger, and almost to the diiiUess of 
famine, in a march of seven hundred nides, which bad been 
undert^en in the depth of a rigoroas winter. Since the 
fall oP the Roman power, Dacia and Panoonia no hmger 
exhibited the rich prospect of populous cities, well*culu*t 
vated fields, and convenient highways : the reign of bar- 

♦ Jfornandes (c. :57. p. 60^ 697.) has abridged the gr«U bbt^qr of 
Cmipcbriiis. See, compare, and recpocile, Procppo^ (Crdthk. J* h c. J.) 
^ Yalesi^nJfragmo^t,iP 718.), Xheoj^nes (p. l4p.), and tlarifehiiiuff 
(in Chrou') 

2 ClJ 
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tttMsm Bfid d«8o1fit!€9^ Was teiitored> llie tribes of Bui- 
g^anSi Oejpidse^ aiid S«nnatfans> wbo luM occupied the 
ir^nt province, wens prompted by their native fierce- 
tOesSf or the solicitaticms of Odoacer, to resist the pro- 
gress of his efieroy. In many obscure though bloody 
bitdes, Theodoric fought and vanquished; till at length,- 
idmloanting every obstacle by skilful conduct and persc^ 
sirring courage, he descended from the Julian Alps, and 
diipla3red his invincible banners on the confines of Italy *. 

pdoacer, a rival not unworthy of his arms, had already 
ocoupied the advantageous and weH-lraown post of the river 
Sontius near the ruins of Aquileia; at the head of a power- 
ful bost, ^hosc independent kings f or leaders disdained the 
duties of subordi nation and the prudence of delays. No 
aconer had Theodoric granted a short repose and refresh- 
ment to his wearied cavalry, than he boldly attacked the 
fbrtificationS of the enemy ; the Ostrogoths shewed more 
ardour to'acquire, than the mercenaries to defend, the lands 
of Italy ; and the reward of the first victoiy was the posses- 
sion of the Venetian province as far as the walls of Verona. 
Iti the neighbourhood of that city, on the steep banks of the 
rapid Adige, he was opposed by a new army, reinforced i^ 
its numbers, and not impaired in its courage: the contest 
wa^ more obstinate, but the event was still more decisive; 
OdoaCer fled to Ravenna, Theodoric advanced to Milan, 
and the vanquished troops saluted their conqueror with loud 
acclamations of respect and fidelity. But their want either 
of constancy or of faith, soon exposed him to die most im- 
minent danger; his vanguard, with several Gothic counts 
which had been rashly entrusted to a deserter, was betrayed 
-and destroyed near Faenea by his double treachery ; Odoacer 
again appeared master of the field, and the invader, strongly 
entrenched in his camp of Pavia, was reduced to solicit the 
aid of a kindred nation, the Visigoths of Gaul. In the 
jcouiae pf t4ii# ^istory^ the most vpracious appetite for war 

• Tbeodorie's march is supplied and illustrated by Emiodius (p. 1508 — 
|6oa), wjieu the bombast pf the pratiop is translated into tlic language of 
cbpfmqaiiehiip* * 

t p. !6oa.). We must recollect how much 

to royal tifle imiliiplied and ii«|paded, and that the tnefcenaries of 
jitoly were the fragments of many tithes and nations. 
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norean I moch liuneDt that <nif 
<lark and iinpeffeot material do not afford a more ampla 
tiarrattv^ of the distreis of Italy, and of ilie fierce cooflicC# 
wbteh was fioally d^ided by the abilities, experience^ and 
Vffionf of the Gothic king. Imniediately before the battfai 
of Verona, Me visited the tent of bis mother* and sister, mod 
requested, that on a day, the most illustrious festival of iiis 
Hfe, they would adorh him with the rich garments wfbich 
they had worked with their own hands. Our glory#'^ 
said he, ** is mutual and inseparable. You are known to 
the w'offd as the mdtber ol‘ Tbeodoric; and it becomes 
me to prove that I am the genuine offspring of those 
Heroes from whom I claim my descent.*' The wife or 
concubine of Theodemir was insfured with the spirit of the 
'German matrons, who esteemed their son'vs honour far above 
their safety; and it is reported, that in a desperate action, 
when Theodoric himself was hurried along by the torrent of 
a dying crowd, she boldly met them at the entrance of the 
camp, and, by her generous reproaches, drove them back 
on the swords of the enemy f. 

From the Alps to the extremity of Calabria, Tbeodoric 
l^igned by the right of conquest: the Vandal ambassadors 
surrendered the island of Sicily, as a lawful appendage of 
his kingdom ; and he was accepted as the deliverer of Rome 
by the senate and people, who had shut their gates against 
the flying usurper j. Ravenna alone, secure in the fortifica- 
tions of art and nature, still sustained a siege of almost three 
y^ars; and the daring sallies of Odoacer carried slaughter 
Mri dismay into tlte Gothic camp. At length, destitute of 
provisions and hopeless of relief, that unfortunate monarch 
yielded to the groans of bis subjects and the clamours of 

r 

' * See Eunoilius, p. |603, 1604. Since the orator, in the kind's pre- 
sence, could theiitton and praise bis iiiotlier, we may conclude tliat the 
magnanimity of rheoduric was not hurt by the vulgar reproadies of con- 
cubine aud bastai d. 

t Ihis anecdote is related on tjie moddbi but respectable authority 6f 
Sigonius (op. tom. j. p. De Occident. Imp. 1. xv.): his words are 
curious— “ Would you feturn?” Sfie presented, and abnost dis- 
piay<?d, the oiigiual rec^ 

I Hist Miscell. 1. xv. a Itoman history from lanus to the IStH t?entury, 
an Epitome of Eutroptus, Paul us Diaconus, ana Theq^dmucf* whlvb Mu- 
mtori has published from a MS. Ambrusiaf^ llbmry (Script ltern% 
Italicarum^ tom, i. ]>. lOQ. . ^ 
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im «ibi4iers, A trentjr fmi:e wai iiegoeiale4 by the bishop 
if Kmvetifia; the Ostrogoths were admittgcl into the oily* 
iiod the hostile kings eonsentetly under the sanction of na 
oath^to rule with equakinduudmdad aailhoriiy iheprotiBees 
of Italy. The Client o| such an agreement may be easily fore* 
seen. After tome days bad been devoted to, tip semblance 
fif jny^end friendship* Odoacer* in the midst of asdenm 
banquet, was slabbed by the band, or at least by the cam« 
tnand, of bis rival. Secret and effectji^al ^orders had been 
previously dispatHied; the faithless and rapacious mtice-f 
naries, the same mome^nt* aud%itiiout resistance, were 
oaivcrsully massacred; and the royalty ot* Theodoric was 
proclaimed by the Goths, witii the tardy, reluctant, am* 
biguous consent of the emperor of the East. The design of 
a conspiracy was imputed, .according to the usual forms, , to 
the prostrate tyrant; but bis innocence, and the gi^ilt of his 
conqueror’*', are sufficiently proved by the advaiuageoua 
treaty which /‘orce would not sincerely have granted, »or 
wvfifitncss huv'o rashly infringed. The jealousy of power, and 
the mischiefs of discard, may suggestaiuore decent apology, 
and a sentence less rigorous may be pronounced against u 
crime which was necessary to introduce 4nto Italy a genera^ 
tion of public, felicity. The living author of this felicity was 
audaciously praised in his own presence by sacred and pro-*- 
fane orators t » but history (in his time she was mute and 
inglorious) has not left any just representation of the events 
which displayed, or of the defects which clouded, the virtues 
of TheodoiicJ. One record of his fume, the volume of 

• Procopius (Gothic. 1. i. c. 1.) approvcn»inise1f an impartial sceptic: 
Casr* . . . T^ox’f sKtEivs. Cassindoritis (in Ghnnii) an<i F.itnodtuf 
(jk 1604 .) sre loyjil and crcciulouji* and the testimony of the Vstesian 
Kragincin (p. 7 1 S. ) may justify tlieir belief. Marceliiiius spits tlie venom 
d a Greek subject — perjurils illeetus, iiUcrfectusque est (in Chron.). 

t I'hc sonorous and servile oration of Fmiiociius was pronounced at 
Milan or Fiavetma in the years .f)07 or 608 (Sirmond, tom. i, p. 

1' vv> Or fill ce yt^rs afterwariis, the Orator was rewarded with the hwibiyrick 
of IVia^ which he held till his death ip the year 621. |^apin. Bihliot 
Eccieii. tom. V. w. 11 — U. SeSHfeixii Otiomastipim, tom. li. p. 12.). 

J Our best mttenaU are Occasional hints frpiTji Pre tonius and |he Vale- 
siah FraifmeOt, which was dist'OVerfed by Sirmond, and is published at the 
end Marccllinus*^ The author’s watne is uiAnown, and his 

vtyle h \m^ rod^lbvit Jp bit various’A^ he exhibits the knowledge, 
;; 4 lthput of a contvhipmrSry. The president Mdntlrsquieil 

h|a fernied the plan Of an htstort' ofHl^todOric, lehich at a distance might 
•appear a rich and iiitei Citing suhje^ct. 



poblic efM!itled compost % CftBtirydMiKr inithe miralinamei 
if «dli extafil^ has obttinied mcnri; implidi emlii ihUm it 
seemf tojdeferte^. Th«y exhibit the forms, mber 
fiibftiinoe> |hi« goveramenl; and vft should vainly 
for tte pure and spodfaneous sentimenis of the Barlnirian 
amidst the dtclamation and learning of a sophiisty the widsies 
of a Botnan senator, the precedents’ of oihcef and the. vagae 
pfofesmoas, which, in every court and on every occasion, 
oompase the language of discreet ministers. The reputation 
of Tbeodoric may repose with more confidence on the visible 
peace and prosperity o#a reign of thirty -three years; the 
unanimous esteem of his own times, and the memory of bif 
wisdom and courage, his justice and humanity, which waa 
deeply impressed on the minds of the (joths and Italians. 

Tlie partition of the lands of Italy, of which Theodoric 
assigned the third part to his soldiers, is honauTah^y arraigned 
as the sole injustice of his life. And even this act may be 
fairly justified by the example of Odoacer, the rights of 
ooRCjuest, the true interest of the Italians, and the sacred 
duty of subsisting a whole people, who, on the faith of bis 
promises, had transported themselves into a distant land f. 
Under the reign of Theodoric, and in the happy climate of 
Italy, the Goths soon multiplied to a formidable host of two 
hundred thousand men and the whole amount of their famiv 
lies may be computed by the ordinary addition of w^omen and 
children. Their invasion of property, a part of which must 
have been already vacant, was disguised by the generous but 
improper nume of hmpitality; these unwelcome guests were 
irregularly dispersed over the face of Italy, and the lot of 
each Barbarian was adeqtiate to his birth and office, the 
number of his followers, and the rustic wealth which he pos- 
sessed in slaves and cattle. The distinctions of noble and 

• The best editi<5n of the V cpt'mrumtjihti xii. that of Job. Garretlos 
(Rototnagi, l679, inOpp. Cassiodor. 2 vol. in fol.); fhit they deservetf 
and reouired siich an editttr as the Marquk Sdpio MafFei, ■who diougbt of 
publishing them at Verona. The jBaeMb Eiegittira (as it is infeitioUdy 
named Tiraboschi} it never simple, and scldoro perspfcitont. 

f Trocopius, Gothic. 1. 1. c. 1 . Variaium, li. Mldlci ( Verofta WuHfata, 

f >. i« p. 228 .) exaggerates the injustice of the Goths, whtwn hb bated 
talian noble. The picbeian Aloraton efoudbet uitiicr their opp^ssloh. 

4 procopiua, GoJtlu 1. iii- c. 4. »l. Snnmibts (p. 

the military arts and increasing of tfee 
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were ackncwkdRed • ; but the landt of every fi^V 
mm^were exempt ffom taxes, and be enjoyed the inestima- 
ble privtlcge of being sukgecl only to the taws of his coun- 
try f. Fasb«oti> and even convenietice, soon persuaded the 
coiit|tterof$ to assume Ibemore eluant dress of the natives, 
but they still persisted in the use of their mother-tongue ; 
and their contempt for the Latin schools was applauded by 
Tbeodortc himself^ who gratified their prejudices, or his 
own, by declaring, that the child who had trembled at a 
rodi woifid ’never dare to look upon a sword J. Distress 
might sometimes provoke the ind1|^nt Roman to assume 
llhe ferocious manners which were insensibly relinquished 
by the rich and luxurious Barbarian §; but these mutual 
Conversions were not encouraged by the policy ot* a mo- 
narch who perpetuated the separation of the Italians and 
Goths; reserving the former for the arts of peace, and the 
latter for the service of war. To accomplish this design, he 
studied to protect bis industrious subjects, and tp moderate 
tlie violence without enervating the valour of bis soldiers, 
who were maintained for the public defence. They held 
their lands and benefices as a military stipend at the sound 
of the trumpet, they were prepared to march under the 
conduct of their piovinijal officers; and the whole extent 
of Italy was distributed inu) the several quarters of a 
well-regulated camp, l^^he service of the palace and of the 
frontiers was performed bychoice or by rotation; and each 
extraordinary fatigue was recompensed by an increase of 
pay and occasional donatives. Tbeoduiic had convinced his 
brave companions, that empire must be acquired jmd de- 
fended by the same arts. After his example, they strpvc to 
excel in the use, not only of the lance and sword, the inr 

• When Thcodoric gave hifi sister to tlie king of the Vandals, ihe.sailed 
for Africa with a guard of lOOO noble Goths, cut b of whoiu was attended 
by five armed followeia (Prpcop, Vandal. L i. c. b.). l lic Gothic nobility 
must have beets numerous as brave. 

t Ste ^ aomowledgemcnt of Gothic liberty-Var, v. SO. 

J Gotli. 1 . L c. )?. irke Koinan poys learnt the language 

(Var. van $1.^ at the Gtidis. Tncir general iguorance is not destroyed 
by tbll^xcepttons of Al^asuntha, a fclnale, who might study without 
snan^of 01 provoked the indignation and 
contelhtd n 

S A saying of TneftaiWe was founded on experience : Romanus diiser 
•^mitntiit <fothiTm'\ dl^ti^is Gothus imimiur Romanum.” (Sec 

the Fragment and Notes of Valei lus, p. 7 19.). 
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strofiietits of their rfctorie^i hiit of che missile weii|iesis» 
which they were tQO much ihcUned to neglect; and ^ 
lively imiige of war was displayed in the daily exercise arid 
aiioual reviews of the Oothic cavalry. A firm though gentle 
(lisciplitte iitipiosed the habits of modesty^ obedience^ arid 
temperance ; and the Goths were instructed to spare the 
people, to reverence the laws, to understand, the duties of 
civil Society, and to disclaim the barbarous lteeiu:e of judicial 
combat and private revenge*. 

Among the Barbarians of the West, the victory of Theo<* 
doric had spread a general alarm. But as soori as it ap^ 
peared tliat he was satisfied with conquest atid desirous 
of ptiace, terror was changed into respect, and tliey sub*- 
mitted to a powerful mediation, which was uniformly em- 
ployed for tlie best purposes of reconciling dieir quarrels and 
civilizing their manners f- The ambassadors who lesorted 
to Ravenna from the most distant countries of Europe, ad- 
mired his wisdom, magnificence;}:, and courtesy; and if he 
sometimes accepted eitlier slaves or arms, white horses or 
strange animals, the gift of a sun-dial, a water-clock, or a 
musician, admonished even the princes of Gaul, of the su- 
perior art and industry of his Italian subjects. Hisdourristic 
alliances^, a wife, two daughters, a sister, and a niece> 
united the family of Theodoric with the kings of tlte Franks, 
the Burgundians, the Visigoths, the Vandals, and the Thu- 
ringians ; and contributed to maintain the harmony^ or at 
least the balance, of the great lepublic of the West([, It is 


• The view of (lie miUtary establishment of the Goths irtf Italy, is col* 
kcted from tl>(? Epistles of Cassiodorius (Var. i. 24. 40. iii. S. 24. 48. iv. 
1.^, 14 . V. 20, 27. viii. 3, 4.25.). 'Fhey are illustrated by the learned 
Mascot! (Hist, of tlic Germans, 1. xi. 40^44. Annotation xiv,). 

t Sefe the cieamess and vigtnir of Iirs negociationsin Enhddias ( p. 
and Ca^iodorius (Var. iii. i, 2, 3, 4. iv. 13. v, 43, 44.), who ^ves the di^ 
ferent styled hf friendship, counsd, expostulation, &c. 

X Even of hif fikWe (var. vt.9) aua palace (vii. 6.). The admiration 
of strangers is represented as the most ratforial motive to justify tbesf 
vain e>ejiehces, ahd to stitnolaYe the diligence oT the officers ttr whom those 
pi bvinccs wefrO eifff osted. 

§ See tfie public and private alliances of tb^^GotMc momifcb, tfil 
(VaK i. 45. 4«.), with tM Fratlfca (li, 4b.}, withfbc llferin- 
giatts (iv. i.), jihd with ttie Vandals (v. i.). Each of these epistles aflbldl 
some chHdirS knowledge df the policy add maYrhOi’s of tlj& 

* 11 His political system may be observed in CaSijiOdofiUf ( Val. iv, E lie. f ;% 
Jortiahdes (c. .58. p. 5^8, (feo ), and the valesiali'Fra^iiseht (p. 

Eeatse* bonourahle iieaee, wa» the constawt aim of XS^bric. 

Vot. V. 2 ^ 
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Mi&cult in the dark fofesti of Germany and Eoknd lo puraiie 
4he emfgreUioMs of the Henrii, a fierce people who diidaiiiod 
jtheoae of aud who oondemned their widows and 

aged parenti not to sorvive the loss of their hilsbands; or 
ibe decay of their strength Tlie king of these insTage 
srariiorH folkited the friendship of Tbeodoric, and was ele- 
vated to the rank of bis son, according to the barbarh^ riles 
of a mjbtary adoption f* From tiie shares of the Baltic, 

the £siians or livonians laid their offerings of native anir 
ber|; at the feet of a prince, whose fame had excited them 
to undertake an unknown and dangerous journey of fifteen 
hundred miles. With the country | from whence the Go- 
thic najtion derived their origin, he maintained a frequent and 
friendly correspondence; the Italians were clothed in tlie 
rich sables II of Sweden; undone of its sovereigns, after 
voluntary or reluctant abdication, found an hospitable re- 
treat in the palace of Ravenna. He had reigned over one 
of the thirteen populous tribes who cultivated a small portion 
of the great island or peninsula of Scandinavia, to which the 
vague appellation of Thule has been sometimes applied. 
That northern region was peopled, or had been explored, as 
high as the sixty-eighth degree of latitude, where the na- 
tives of the polar circle enjoy and lose the presence pf the 
sun each summer and winter solstice during an equal 

♦ Tbe curious reader m^y pputemplate the Hpruli of Procopius (Goth. 
1. ii. c. 14.), and the patient reader may plunge into the dark and minute 
mearches of M. de Btiat (Hist, des Pcuples Ancieqs, tom. ix. p. 348 — 
5.<)6.). 

t Variarum* iy. 2. The spirit apd forms of this marhal inptjtutipn are 
noticed by Cassiodorius j but he seems to have only translated the senti- 
inents of the Gothic king into the knguage of Roman eloquence. 

4 Cassiodorjus, wlm quotes Tacitus to the ^Estians, the uplettered sa- 
vages of the Baltic (Var. v. 2.), describes the amber for which their shores 
have ey<?r been famous, as the gum of a tree, hardened by the sup, and 

J mrified and wafted by the waves. Whep that singular supstappe is ana- 
ysed by tbp chemists, it yields a vegetable oil and a tpiperal acid. 

* 5 5^pzia, or lliuk, is described by Jornapdes (p. S. p. ClO-r-jSlS.) and 
l^rdoomus (Gotli. I. ii. c* 15*). fJeitljer the poth nor tne Greek had vi- 
sited the country : both hap conversed with paliyes ip their exile at 
Ravenna or Copstapliapple. ' 

. II l^i^ktrmas pW/ct* In the time of Jornapdes, they iphabitrd Sue^ 
the proper Sweden; but that beautiful race of animals has gradu* 
ally Itep driven iptp tlie eastern parts of Siberia. See Buftbii -(Hist. Nat. 

p* sop— 313. q^ptrto edition) ; Fenpant (System of Qpadrppeds 
vol. u j. Gindin (Hist. Gen. dcs Voyages, tom. xvih. p. ®57i 

258 ) ; and Lev^ue;(Hm. dc Russie, tom. v. p, l65, 16^.314,315.). 
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period 0f fotty diqrs*; The lontg night of bis absence ©r 
death was the moumfal season of distress and anxiet/> till 
the messengers who baire been sent to the mountaia fops^ 
deserted the first rays oF returning lights and '^proclaimed Jo 
the plain below the festival' of his itfsiOrrectioti 
The life of Theodoric represents the rare and meritorious 
example of a Baibarian^ who sheathed his sword in the pride 
of victory and the v^igour of his age. A reign of three and 
thirty years was consecrated to the duties of civil govern- 
ment, ahd the hostilities in which he was sometimes in- 
volvedj were speedily terminated by the conduct of his lieu- 
tenants, the discipline of his troops, the arms of his allies, 
and even by the terror of his name. He reduced^ under a 
strong and regular governntent, the unprofitable countries of 
libseiia, Noricum, Dalmatia, and Pannonia, from the source 
of the Danube and the territory of the Bavarians to the 
petty kingdom erected by the Gepidas on the ruins of Sir- 
miumi His prudence could not safely entrust the bulwark 
of Italy to such feeble and turbulent neighbours ; and his 
justice might claim the lands which they oppressed, either 
as a part of his kingdom) or as the inheritance of bis father. 
The greatness of a servant, who was named perfidious be- 
cause he was successful^ awakened the jealousy of the em- 
peror Anastasius ; and a war was kindled on the Dacian fron-* 
tier, by the protection which the Gothic king, in the vicissi- 
tude of human aflfairs^ had granted to one of the descendants 


• In the sj'stem or rnmahee of Bailly (Lettref; stif Ics Sciences et siit 
TAtlantide* toin. i. p. 249 — 250. tom. ii. p. 114 — 1390» the phopnix of the 
Fxlda, and the annual death and revival of Adonis and Osiris, arc the 
allc^forical symbols of the absence and return of the sun in the Arctic 
regions. This ingenious writer is a worthy disciple of the great Billfon : 
nor is it easy for the coldest reason to withstand the inaglc of tlieir phi- 
losophy. 

t Ayra ti ^5 ruv lo^fm efi, say^ ProCopius. At present 

a rude Manicheism generous enough) prevails artiong the Satnoyedes in 
Greenland and in Lapland (JHlist. des Voyages^ tom. xviii. p* A0$, ^Op. 
,tom. xix. p. 105, lOO. 527, 528.) i yet, adeprding to Grotius, Samojutae 
coeFum atque astra adorant, numina baud aliis iniquiora; (de Rebus Belgi* 
cis, 1. iic. p. 33$. folio edition): a seOtonce which 'facitus would not have 
disowned. 

} ^ the Hiaf. des Peoples Anciens, &c* tom. ix. p. 300^ 

* 50|. ,Tke Count de duat was French minister at the court qf Bavaria; a 
liberal curiosity prompted his inquiries iuto4he antiquities ofihe Country, 
and that curiosity was the germ of twelve respectable volumes. 

2D2 
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of Auila. Sabi»ifiC|, a, ,Vj fei« wa an4 

i^et*i merit, fijdv^ppad .at of tea iboMiand Eo- 

maaip; a^d provisions apd fijled a Joag lrain 

of wag:gonS| districted to ibe Crceat of Ihe %ii%airjan 
tribes. Bnt^ in tjie C^d^ of Margns^ tb^ eastern powers 
were defeated by ^be inferior forces of die Goths mii Hnns ; 
the flowor and even die bojie of thjg Roman armiea wa^ irre- 
trievably destroyed f and sued wa^ the temperance with 
which Tbeodoric had inspired his victorious troops^ that as 
their leader had not given the signal of pillage, the rich 
spoils of the cneipy lay untonebed at their feet*. Exaspe- 
rated by this disgrace, the By^pintine court dispatched two 
hundred ships and eight thousand men to plunder the sea- 
coast of Calabria and Apulia; th^ assaulted the ancient 
city of Tarentaiii, interrupted the trade, apd agriculture of 
an happy country, and sailed hack to Hellespont, (>iwud 
of their piratical victory over a people whom they still pre- 
sumed to Consider as their Roman brethrenf. Their retreat 
was possibly hastened by the activity of Tbeodoric; Italy 
was covered by a fleet of a thousand light vessels which 
he constructed with incredible dispatch; and his itin moi^e- 
ratiou was soon rewarded by a solid and honourable peatce. 
lie maintained wiili a powerful hand the balance of the 
West, till it was at length overthrovyn Uy the ambition of 
Clovis; and although unable to assist his rash and unfortu- 
nate kinsman the king of the Visigotlis, he saved the re# 
mains of his family and people, and checked the Franks in 
the midst of their victorious career. I am not desirous to 

, • See the Gothic transactions on the Danube and in Illyricum, in Jor- 
uandes (c. 5S* p. 6<)9 )r Ennodius (p. 1607 — lOlO.h MarccUinus (inChron. 
p. 44. 47, 4S.), and Cassiodorius (in Chron. and Var. ui. se3. 5U* iv, 13. 
vli. 4. 24. viii. y, 10, 1 1. 21. ix. 8, OO- 

t 1 canip>t forbear transcribing the liberal atid classic ^tyje of Ccunt 
Marcellinus : llomanus comes domesticorum, et Rusdeus qcKpf;^ srhplalri^ 
orum tun^ centum armatis navibus, totidemque dreunombusp 0^ mill^ 
milftum ariuitorum secom fereotibus, ad devastamja itaiije littor^ pro- 
cfeistrunt, ct u^ue ad Taronta^antiquissim^m civitatem ^arpssi sunt; 
remehspque fnari inhouestam vtcioriam quam piratico ausu Rpn^ni, es 
Romaoii riipuerunt, Anastasio C^sari reportarunt (In Cbroh. p. 43^3. 
See Vaiiar. i. 16. ii. 88. 

t Sec die Itiyal orders and instroctiqus (Var, iv. 15. iS-^l^A.,,Tbfie 
armed Wts should be still srn|Iler thau th^.us£U^ v.essj^ of 
«e« at the siege of Troy. * • 
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proi^g or tcpeat* this iiarrktwe irf railitaiy ermim, the 
least interesling of the reign of Tbeodoric; and sball be 
ednient to &dd, that the Alemanni were protected that avi 
inroad of the Burgandiaos was severely chastised, and that 
die eotiqnek of Arles and Marseilles opened a free commu- 
nication with the Visigoths, who revered him both as their 
national protector, and as the guardian of his grandchild, 
the infant son of Alaric. Under this respectable character, 
the king of Italy restored the prietorian praefecture of the 
Gauls, reformed some abuses in the civil government of 
Spain, and accepted the annual tribute and apparent sub- 
mission of its military governor, who wisely refused to trust 
his person in the palace of Ravenna J. The Gothic sove- 
reignty was established from Sicily to the Danube, from 
Sirmium or Belgrade to the Atlantic Ocean; and the Greeks 
themselves have acknowledged tliat Theodoric reigned over 
the fairest portion of the western empire 

The union of the Goths and Romans might have fixed for 
ages the transient happiness of Italy ; and the first of na- 
tions, a new people of free subjects and enlightened soldiers, 
might have gradually arisen from the mutual emulation of 
their respective virtues. But the sublime merit of guiding 
or seconding such a revolution, was not reserved for the reign 
of Theodoric; he wanted either the genius or the opportu- 
nities of a legislator (| ; and while he indulged the Goths in 
tlie enjoyment of rude liberty, he survilely copied the iusti- 
tutions, and even the abuses, of the political system which 
had been framed by Constantine and his successors. From 
a tender regard to the expiring prejudices of Rome, the 
Baibarian declined the name, the puiple, and the diadem of 

• Vo), vi. p. 330—337. 

t Eunodtus (p. 1610.) ami Casyodoriiis, in the royal name (Var. ll 
41 ), record his salutary protection of the Alemanni, 

J I’he Gothic transactions in Gaul and Spain are represented with some 
perplexity in Cassiodorius (Var. iii. 32. 38. 4 i . 48, 44. v. 39.), Jomandes 
(c. 58. p. 69s, and Procopius 1* i* c. l«v). 1 will neither 

hear nor reconcile the long and contradictory arguments of the Abb^ 
Ipobos and the Count dc Oogt, about the wars of burgundy. 

. § 'rheophanes, p. 113. 

II Ipropppins that no laws whatsoever were promulgated by 

Theodoric and the succeeding kiugsf of Italy ( Goth, b ii. c. He must 

meiin i*t the Gothic language. A l^tin edict of Theodoric h slill extant, 
in oue hundred and fifty-four articles. 
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the emperors ; but he atiutnied,- under dife hereditary title of 
Ititig, the whole sobstitace and plenitude of imperial prero- 
gative His addresses to the eastern throne irere reinject-® 
ful and ambiguous ; be celebrated iii pompotfs stj|e iBe har- 
mony of the two republics^ applauded his own j^emment 
as the perfect similitude of a sole and undivided empire, and 
claimed above the kings of the earth the same pre-eminence 
which he modestly allowed to the persf)n or rank of Atiasta- 
sius. The alliance of the East and West was annually de- 
clared by the unanimous choice of two consuls; but it should 
seem that the Italian candidate who was named by Tiieodoric^ 
accepted a formal confirmation from the sovereign of Con-* 
stanttnoplef. The Gothic palace of Ravenna refiected the 
image of the court of Theodosius or Valentinian. The 
prsDtorian prsefect, the pra 0 fect of Rome, the quaestor, the 
master of the offices, with the public and patrimonial trea- 
surers/ whose functions are painted in gaudy colours by the 
rhetoric of Cassiodorius, still continued to act as the mi- 
nisters of state. And the subordinate care of justice and the 
revenue was delegated to seven consulars, three correctors, 
and five presidents, who governed the fifteen regions of Italy, 
according to the principles and even the forms of Roman 
jurisprudence;}:. The violence of the conquerors was abated 
or eluded by the slow artifice of judicial proceedings; the 
civil administration, with its honours and emoluments, was 
confined to the Italians; and the people still preserved thek 
dress and language, their laws and customs, their personal 


• The imape of Theodoric is engraved on his coins : his modest succes- 
sors were satisfied with adding their own name to the liead of the reigning 
emperor (Muratori Antiouitat, Italiir Medii ^ivi, tom. ii. dissert xxvii. 
p. 577— 579» Giannone Istoria Civile di Napoli, tom. i. p. ififi.). 

t The alliance of the emperor and the king of Italy are represented hy 
Cassiodorius (Var. i. 1. ii. l, 2, 3. vi. i.) and Procojiuis (Goth. 1. ii. c. 6. 
1. iii. c. 21.), who celebrate the friendship of Anaslasius and Theodoric: 
but tjw figurative stjle of compliment was interpreted in a very difi’erent 
seme at ConitantiBopk and Ravenna. 

J To the itvti . provinces of tlH Notitia, Paul Warnefi id the deacon 
(iSe HeWLe«i|[ol)ard. I. ii. c. 14—- 22.} has subjoined an xviiith, the Appe- 
nine (Muraton Script. Rerum italkarum, tom. i. p. 431—4330* But of 
these Sardinia and Corsica werft |>o8sess^ by the Vandals, and the two 
Rhsefias, as well as the Cotcian Alps, seem to have been abandoned to a 
military government. The state of the four provinces that now fijtfm ttie 
kingdom of Naples, is laboured by Giannone (tom. i. p. 172. 178 ) with 
patriotic diligence. 
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fre^dx^m, and two-|birds of their lainded prc^erij. It bad 
been the object of Augustus to conceal the introduction of 
monarchy ; it was the policy of Theodoric to disguise the 
reign of a Baibarian*, If his subjects were .sometimes 
awakened^rom this pleasing vision of a Homan government, 
they derived more substantial comfort from the character of 
a. Gothic prince, who had penetration to discern, and firm- 
ness to pursue, his own and the public interest. Theodoric 
loved the virtues which he possessed, and the talents of which 
he was destitute. Liberius was promoted to the office of 
praetorian praefect for his unshaken fidelity to the unfortunate 
cause of Odoacer. The ministers of Theodoric, Cassiodo- 
riusf and Boethius, have reflected on his reign the lustre of 
iheir genius and learning. More prudent or more fortunate 
Ithan his colleague, Cassiodorius preserved his own esteem 
without forfeiting the royal fav(||ir, and after passing thirty 
years in the hpnours of the World, he was blessed with an 
equal term of repose in the devout and studious solitude of 
Squillace. 

As the patron of the republic, it was the interest and duty 
of the Gothic king to cultivate the affections of the senate^ 
and people. The nobles of Home were flattej'ed by sonorous 
fCpithets and formal professions of respect, which had been 
more justly applied to the merit and authority of their ances- 
tors. Tlie people enjoyed, without fear or danger, the three 
blessings of a capital, order, plenty, and public amusements. 
A visible diminution of tlieir numbers may be found even in 

f See the Gothic history of Procopius (1. i. c. 1. 1. ii. c. 6,}, the Epistles 
jof Cassiodorius ^passim, but especially the vth and vith books, wbicb con* 
tain the./omM/jr or patents of offices), and the Civil History ofGiannone 
{tom. i. 1. ii. iii,). The Gothic counts, which be places in every Italian 
city, are annihilated, however, by MafTei (Verona lllustrata, p. i. 1. viii. p. 
5227.) ; for those of Syracuse and Naples ( Var. vi. 22, 23.) were S|>ecial and 
‘tctp|3orary commissions. 

t Two Ital^s of tjie name of Cassiodorius, the father (Var. i. 24. 40.) 
and the son fix. 24, 25.), were successively employed in the administra- 
tion of Theodoric. The son was hprn^in the year 479 • his various epistles 
as quajstor, m^ter of the offices, andT*‘ 2 Pto*‘ian praefect, ext<md fri^i 609 
to 539 , and he lived as a monk about thirty years ( llrabosdii Storra della 
I^tteratura Italiana, torp. iii. p. FaUricius, Bibliot. LatMed. Alvi, 

)tom. i. p. 357, 358. edit. Mansi). 

X See his regard for the senate in CpcWaus (Vit. Thcod. viii. f . 72— 

poj. ' " : 
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tiic measoTie of liberality* ; yet Apulia^ jCalabria, aad Sicily, 
|ioored their tribalC of com it^o the granaries of Rome ; an 
allowance of bread and meat was distributed to the indigent 
citizens ; and every odioo was deemed honourable which was 
consecrated to the care of their health and happibess. The 
public games^ such as a Greek ambassador might politely 
applaud, exhibited a faint and feeble copy of the magnifi* 
cence of the CiCsars : yet the musical, the gymnastic, and 
the pantomime arts, had not totally sunk in oblivion ; the 
wild beasts of Africa still exercised in the amphitheatre the 
courage imd dexterity of the hunters; and the indulgent 
Goth either patiently tolerated or gently restrained the blue 
and green factions, whose contests so often filled the circus 
With clamour, and even with blood f. In the seventh year 
of hiwS peaceful reign, Theoderic visited the old capital of thO 
world ; the senate and peopte advanced in solemn procession 
to salute a second Trajan, a new Valentinian ; and he nobly 
supported that character by the assurance of a just and legal 
government in a discourse which he was not afraid to pro- 
nounce in public, and to inscribe on a tablet of brass. Rome, 
in this august ceremony, shot a last ray of declining glory ; 
and a saint, the spectator of this pompous scene, could only 
hope in his pious fancy, that it was excelled by the celestial 
splendour of the New Jerusalem §. During a residence of 
six months, the fame, the person, and the courteous de- 
meanour of the Gothic king, excited the admiration of the 
Romans, and be contemplated, with equal curiosity and sur- 
prise, the monuments that remained of their ancient great- 
ness. He imprinted the footsteps of a conqueror on the Ga- 
pitollne hill, and frankly cortfessed that each day he viewed 
with fresh wonder the forum of Trajan aud his lofty column. 

• Norftore than 120,000 mdii, or four tfiouRand quarter (Anonvm. 
Valedao^ »• Snd Var. i. 35. vi. 18. xi. 5. 39 ). 

t Sec bis’regbfd and indulf^nce for the spectacles df'the circus, the am- 
phi^eatre, atta w theatre, in the Chronicle and Epistles of GassiOdorius 
(Var. i. 20. 0* S4 Id. 51. iv. 51. illustrated by the XiVth Ainiota- 
tion of Mascou^s fijibry), who has contrived to sprinkle the suliSedt with 
ostenl^tkais, thou^ ain-eeablc tearnint* 

X Anonym. Vales, p. 72 1, Marini A venticensb in Chron. In the sWie 
of pay to and personal merit, the Gothic conqacrdr is at leal! as nfUcE 
f alehtiniah; as’he may seem Trajan.' 

^ Vit. Folgentii in Baron, Annal. Eccles. A. D. 500, No. 10, ^ 
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The theatre of Pompey appeared, eveo in its decay, ^ a huge 
moantatfi artificially hollowed and polished^ and adorned by 
hutmtn industry ; and he vaguely computed, that a river of 
gold must have been drained to erect the colossal amphi- 
theatre of Titus*. From the mouths of fourteen aqueducts, 
a pure and copious stream was diffused into every part of the 
city ; among these the Claudian water, which arose at the 
distance of thirty-eight nailes in the Sabine mountains was 
conveyed along a gentle though constant decliVity of solid 
arches, till it descended on the summit of the Aventine hill. 
'Jhe long and spacious vaults which had been constructed for 
the purpose of common sewers, subsisted, after twelve cen- 
turies, in their pristine strength ; and the subterraneous chan- 
nels have been preferred to all the visible wonders of liomef . 
The Gothic kings, so injuriously accused of the ruin of anti- 
quity, were anxious to preserve the monuments of the nation 
whom they had subdued J. The royal edicts were framed to 
privtent the abuses, the neglect, or the depredations of the 
citizens themselves ; and a professed architect, the annual 
sum of two hundred pounds of gold, twenty-five thousand 
tiles, and the receipt of customs from the Lucrine port, were 
assigned for the ordinary repairs of the walls and public edi- 
fices. A similar care was extended to the statues of metal or 
marble of men or animals. Tlie spirit of the horses, which 
have given a modern name to the Quirinal, was applauded 
by the Barbarians § ; the brazen elephants of the FiU sacra 


* Cassiodorius describes in bis pompous style the forum of Trajan (Var. 
vii. 6.), the theatre of Marcellos (iv. 51.), and the amphitheatre of 'I’itus 
(v. 49.) i and his descriptions are not unworthy of tlie reader’s perusal. 
According to the modern prices, the Abbe Barthelemy computes that tbe 
brick- work and masonry of the Coliseum would now cost twenty npiillions 
of French livres (Mem. de I’Academie des Inscriptions, tom. xxviii. p.585, 
686.). flow small a part of that stupendous fabric 1 

t For tbe aqueducts and cloacse, see Strabo (1. v. p. S6o.)» Pljny (Hist. 
Nat. xxxvi. 94.)f Cassiodorius (V’^ar. iii. 30, SI. vi. 6.), Procopius (Goth. 
1. i. c. 19 .}, and Nardini (Eoma Antic^ p. 614— ^99*)* Bow such works 
could be executed by a king of Rome, is yet a ]>roblein. 

i theGothic care of tbe buildings and statues, see Cassiodorius (Var, 
i. 91. 93. ii. 34. iv.30. vii. 6. 13, 16 ), and the Valesian Fragment (p. 

^ V"ar. viL 15. These horsea of Monte-Cavallo had been tfansfiinrted 
from Alexandria to the baths of . Constantine (Nardini, p. 13%). Their 
sculpture is disdained by thi^ Abbe Dubos (Eefiexibns sur la et sue 
la Peinture, torn. i. section 39 )» and admired by Winkeluian (llist. de 
TArt, tom. ii. p, 159 

VoL. V. <2,JL 
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were diligently re»tored^ ; the famous lieifer of Myron ^de- 
ceived the cattle, as they were driven through the forii^ of 
Peace t ; and an pfficer was created to protect those ,:^orks of 
art, which Tbeodoric considered as the noblest ornament of 
his kiogdotn. 

After the example of the last emperors, Theodoric preferred 
the residence of Ravenna, where he cultivated an orchard 
with his own hands As often as the peace of his kingdom 
was threatened (for it was never invaded) by the Barbarians, 
he removed his^ court to Verona § on the northern frontier, 
and the image of bis palace, still extant, on a coin, represents 
the oldest and most authentic model of Gothic architecture. 
These two capitals, as well as Pavia, SpoletO, Naples, and the 
rest of the Italian cities, acquired under his reign the useful 
or splendid decorations of churches, aqueducts, baths, porti- 
coes, and piilacesK, But the happiness of the subject was 
more truly conspicuous in the busy scene of labour and 
luxury, in the rapid increase and bold enjoyment of national 
Wealth. Prom the shades of Tibur and Prauieste, the Ro- 
man senators still retired in the winter season to the warm 
sun, and salubrious springs of Baiac ; and their villas, which 
advanced on solid moles into the bay of Naples, commanded 
the various prospect of the sky, the earth, and the water. On 
the eastern side of the Hadriatic, a new Campania was formed 
in th(\ fair and fruitful province of Istria, which communi*' 
cated with the palace of Ravenna by an easy navigation of 
one hundred miles. The rich productions of Lucania and 
the adjacent provinces were exchanged at the Marcilian 
fountain, in a populous fair annually dedicated to trade^ in- 

• Yar. X. t6. They were* probably a fragment of some trio mphal cat 
(Cup^ dc Elephantis/ii. to.). 

. t . Procopi«5 (Goth, L iv. c. 21 .) rehtes a foolish story of Myron’s cow, 
which is celebrated bj thefSalse wit of thirty-six Greek epi^ius (Antho- 
lyg. I. 'lv. p. SO^-i-^Oo. edit. Hcti. Steph. Altson. Epigram. 

J See kn cpl^am olEhnodios (H. s. p. l$9% 18^0 on this lardea and 
the royal gardener. 

S fits anectiou’ that city isprm’ed by the epithet of *« Verona tua,” 
and the legend df flie heto^ nnder the barliiroos name of Dtetrich of Bern 
{Pertngsciold ad Cochlceiim, p. Maifei traces hjm with knowledge 
and id bis 'nadVe donntty ix. p. ^80— ^ 

^ j| Sec Malfei Verona llUntrata, Fatt u p. aOS, &c. He imputt^ 

hotb% ktthitdchti^f like the corruption of langutge^ Writing, Urc. not to 
the Ba^barmm, bnt to the Italians tbcmsclve?;. Compare bis aei)^me|!Ws 
with those of Tirabosebi (tom. iii. p. 6l.) 
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te^perauce^ and superstition. In the solitude of Comum, 
which had once been animated by the mild genius of Pliny, 
a tmusparent bason above sixty miles in length still tref eoted 
the rural seats which encoihpa^ed the margin of the Lariau 
Jake; and the gradual ascent of the hills was covered hj ^ 
Miple plantation pf olivesj of vines, and of cbesnut trees 
Agriculture revived under the shadow of peace, and the 
number of husbandmen was multiplied by the redemption of 
captives ft The iron mioes of Dalmatia, a gold mine in 
Druttium, were carefully explored, and the Pomptine marshes, 
as well as those of Spoleto, were drained and cultivated by 
private undertakers, whose distant reward must depend on 
the conunuance of the public prosperity Whenever th^ 
seasons were less propitious, the doubtful precautions of 
forming magazines of corn, fixing the price, and prohibiting 
the exportation, attested at least the benevolence of the state; 
but such was the extraordinary plenty which an indnsflimis 
people produced from a grateful soil, that a gallon of 
was sometimes sold in Italy for less than three tarthipgs^ an4 
a quarter of wheal at about five shillings and sixpence A 
country possessed of so many valuable objects of exchange, 
soon attracted the merchants of the world, whose beneficial 
traffic was encouraged and protected by the liberal spirit of 
Theodoric. The free intercourse of tte provinces by land 
and water was restored and extended ; the city gales was 
never shut either by day or by night; and the common say* 

• The villas, climate, and lamlsktpof Baias (Var. ix. 6. SeeCIuver. 
Italia Antiq. 1. iv. c. 2. p. 1119, &c.), Uti ia (Vur. xii. 22. 26.), aud Comutii 
(Var. xi. 14. coinpare witii Pliny’s two villas, ix. 7.), are agreeably painted 
in the Epistles of Cassiodorius. 

t In Liguria nuraerosa agricolanim progenies (Ennodiut, p. 1678# 1^79, 
1680.). St. Epinhanius of Pavia retieenied by prayer or ransom 6000 cap- 
tives from the Burgundians of Lyons and Savoy. Sach deeds arc the b<»t 
of miracles. 

t Tire political acottomy of Theodoric (see Anonjm. Vales, p. 79 L and 
Cassjpdonus, in Cbron.) 'may be distinctly traced under the following 
heads: iron mine (Var. Ui. 23.); gold mine (ix. 3.); Pomptine marshes 
(ii. 32, 3.3.); Sjioleto (ii. 21.); corn (i. 34. x, 27, 28. xi. 11, 12.); trade (vi. 
7. 9* 23.); fair of Leucothoc or St. Cyprian in Lucania (vni.33.); plenty 
Cxii. 4.); the cursus, or public post (i. 2p. ii.Sl. iv. 47. v. d. vi. 6. vii. 
53.); the Flamitiian way (xil. 16.). 

^ LX modti tritici in sofickm ipsius tempore fuerunt, et vhmm tlx% 
amphoras in solidum (Fragment. Vales.). Corn was distributed from the 
grinaries at xV or xx v uiodli Ibr a piece of gold, and the prke wtk irtill 
moderate. 

«E2 
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it»g, that a purse of gold migtit be safely left in the €eMti 
cxj>ressive of the conscious seBtirity of the inhabitaiits*! 

A difference of religion is always pernicious and oftfen fatal 
to the harmony of the prince and people; the GotW coti- 
^uerot had beeh educated in the profession of Arianistn^ and 
Italy Was deVoutly attached to the NiCene faith. But’ the 
|3ieMnas!on of Theodoric was not infected by zeal, and he 
piously adhered to the hetesy of his fathers, without conde- 
scending to bahince the subtile arguments of theological nie- 
taphysicsi Satisfied with the private toleration of his Arian 
^ctkrfcs, he justly conceived himself to be the guardian of 
ih’e pdbtic workhip, and his external reverence for a supersti- 
tioti Wtifch he despised, may have nourished in his mind the 
Sftlutary indifference of a statesman or philosopher. The 
Catholics of his dominions acknowledged, perhaps with re- 
liictahce, the peace of the church; their clergy, according 
to the degrees of rank or merit, were honourably entertained 
in' the palace of Theodoric ; he esteemed the living sanctity 
of Cmsarinst and Epiphaniust, tlie orthodox bishops of 
Arles and Pavia; and presented a decent offering on the 
tomb of St. Peter, without any scrupulous inquiry into the 
creed of the apostle His favourite Goths, and even his 
mother, were perttiitted to retain or embrace the Athanasian 
faith, and his lotig foign could not afford the example of an 
Italian Catholic, who, either from choice or compulsion, had 
deviated into the religion of the conqueror 1|. The people, 

' • See the life of St Cxsariui in Baronins (A. D. 508, No, 12, 13, 14.). 
Tl^kiti^ presented him with 300 gold solidi, and a discus of silver of the 
weight of six t |x»ii nds. 

t Eiinodius in vid. St. Epiphanii, in Sirmond Op. tom* i, p. 1672— 1600. 
XblNHloric br^towed some important favours on this bishop, whom he used 
as a oounsellor in peace and war. 

^ Dfvotissiinus ac si Catholicus ( Anonvm. Vales, p. 720.) ; vet his offer- 
ing was no more than two silver candlesticks (cerostrata ) of the weight of 
Seventy pounds, far inferior to the gold and gems of Coustantinopk and 
France f A nastasins la Vit. Pont, in Hormisda# p. 34. edit. Paris). 

^ 4 Fhe tt»kraling system of his irigw (Ennpdius, p. 16V2. Anonym. Vales, 
p. 7 10. IVoctip. Goth. 1. i. c. 1. 1. ii. c. 6.) may be studied in the Epistles 
of CassiodoriuS, under the following beads: disnops (Var. i. 0. viii. 15. 24. 
xi. 23.)4 mm%niii€$Xu 26. ii. 20, 30.)^ church litfifla (iv. 17. 20.) ; savetu- 
urm (ii. U. iii. 47.) j church plaU (xii. 20.); dmipUm {\v • which 
prove at the same time that be was the head of the church as wrifas of the 
ainte,'.. ' . ■ ^ , 

i i»fiy rejed^A foolish tale of his hch(^4ing a Catholic deacon who 

turned Ariaii (Theodor. Lector. No. 17.). Why is Thefoaorte suntame^ 
Afcr^ From rfi/erJ*" (Valea, ad loc.) 4 hgkt* conjecture. 
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dfill BiarbiilriaDs ihemselres^ were edtfied by the pomp 
aiid order ia( religious worship; the magistrates were in*- 
strueted to defeod the just unities of ecclesiastic^ per- 
sons and possessions $ the bishops held their synods^ tlie 
Wietropolitaiis OKercised their Jtirisdiction^ and the privilegos 
Of sauctuary were maintaiiied.or moderated according to the 
spirit of lioman jurisprudence. With the protection, 
Theodoric assumed the Icgal^ supremacy of the church; 
and his firm administration i^stored or extended some use- 
ful prerogatives which had been neglected by the iWble 
emperors of the West. He was^iot ignorant of the dignity 
and importance of the Roman pontiff, to whom the venerable 
name of Pope was now appropriated. The peace or the re^ 
volt of Italy might depend on the character of a wealthy and 
pO()iiiar bishop, who claim^ such ample dominion both in 
heaven and earth; who had been declared in a numerous 
synod to be pure from all sin, and exempt from all jndg- 
inent*. When the chair of St* Peter was disputed by Sym*- 
inachus and Laurence, they appeared at his summons befor^ 
the tribunal of an Arian monaich, and he confirmed the elec- 
tion of the most worthy or the most obsequious candidate. 
At the end of his life, in a moment of jealousy and resent- 
ment, he prevented the choice of the Homans, by nominating 
>a pope in the palace of Ravenna. Th% danger and furious 
cootests of a schism were mildly restrained, and the last de- 
cree of the senate was enacted to extinguish, if it were pos- 
sible, the scandalous venality of the papal electionsf. 

I have descanted with pleasure on the fortunate condition 
of Italy ; but our fancy must not hastily conceive that the 
golden age of the poets, a race of men without vice or 
misery, was realised under the Gothic conquest. The fair 
prospect was sometimes overcast with clouds; the wisddm of 
Theodoric might be deceived, his power might be restist^, 
and the declining age of the monarch was sullied 
popular hatred and patrician blood. In the first insoleOce 

• Enuodius, p. 1621, 1629. 1636. l63S. «is liiell was approved and 
registered (syiiodaliter) by a Rbmau council (Baronius, A. D. 003, No; 6. 
Franciscus ragi m Breviar. Pont. Rom. tom. h p. 249^). ^ 

t See Cassiodorius (Var. viii. 15. ix. 15. 16.), Anastoius (in Symmadbo, 
the xnUb Arniotatioo of Mascou. Baroniui, Pa^ba^iWniitpf 
the Catholic doctors, confess, with an angry grc^vrl, this Gutfic usurfmitoii. 


upTonr Of: f HE jpEciiNE^iiirD fall t 

oC victory, be had. been tempted to deprive tSc i«^me piypty 
^ (Mmcet of the ciVil and even the natural rigibts of 
society^; a mx uoseafionablg imposed after the caA^Hiet 
of war, would have crushodL tb^ rising agri<iulture of I^iguria^ 
a rigid proHBttiption of cora,^ which was inteu<ied for the 
public jeltlsf, must have aggraydted the distress of Campatiior 
Tb%^ daiigei^uf projects were defeated by the . virtue and 
eloquence of Bpipbanius and Boethius, who, in the presence 
of Theodofic himself, Successfully pleaded the cause of the 
peoplef : ba€ if the royal ear was opeti to the voice of truths 
a sairtt and a philoKopher are not always to be%und at the 
ear of kings. The priyilcges of rank, or ofBce, or favour, 
were too frequently abused by Italian fraud and Gothic 
violence, and the avarice of the king's nephew was publicly 
exposed, at first by the usurpation, and af^rwards by the 
restitution of the estates which he had unjustly extort^ 
from his Tuscan neighbours. Two hundred thousand Bar* 
barians, formidable even t6 their master, were leated in the 
h^rt of Italy V they iudignantly supported the restraints of 
peace bnd discipline; the disorders of their march were 
always felt and sometimes compensated; and where it was 
dangerous to punish, it might be prudent to dissmnble, the 
galKes of their Uative fierceness. When the indulgence of 
Theodoric had remitted two-«thirds of the Ligurian tribute, 
he condescended to explain the difficulties of his situation, 
and to lament the heavy though inevitable burdens which 
he imposed on his subjects for their own defence J;. These 
ungrateful subjects could never be cordially reconciled to 
the origin, the religion^ or even the virtues of the Gothic 
conqueror; past calamities were forgotten, and the sense or 
suspicion of injuries wis rendered still more exquisite by the 
preaent felicity of the times. 

• He disabled them^a licentia testandi; and all Italy mourned^-Ia^ 
Uientabili jintUqo. 1 wish to believe, that these penalties were enac^ 
f^sicst die rebels, who bad violated their oath of allefthttce; but tbo^ 
hmony of Eubodius (p. Id75*-l678.) ts the more weighty, as be lived and 
died under the rehni of Theodoric. 

t S:oiiodbp,iam Epipban. p. 1610, l6go. Boetbiut de CtHSsoIatloae 
rhilOsQpl^ I. i. pres. iv. p« 45, 46, 47. Respect, but vneigb the pmsious 
of the saint and the neirator; and fortify or^levfote.tiieir complahils by 
ti^ wwiuus hints of Caasiodoehis fii. $. iv. viii. 5.). 

^pensi^ poudus • • . pro tpsoriim saiutf, 

Hube nm no more *itt word?. j 
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£teii tfie i^llgioul tqlamtioti Which The^<»ric 
glory of iatrodocmg ial 0 t):^ Christian irorh}f wAi^fOtifal 
and odTcfimve to the orthodm jeeal of the ^licf 

reape^d the armed heresy of the Goths ; hut their pioua 
i^e was safely pointed agahiit the rich and defeii^esa 
Jews^ who bad fermed their esWiVlishments at Naples> Home^ 
Kaveana^ Milaa^ and Genoa, for the benefit of trade^ and 
under the sanction of the laws*. Their persons were in- 
sulted, their elfects were pillaged, and their synagogues 
were burnt Wf the mad populace of Ravenna and Rome^ 
inflamed, as it should seem, by the most frivolous or ex* 
travagant pretences. The government which could neglect,. 
Would have deserved, such an outrage. A legal inquiry was 
instantly directed ; and as the authors of the turault had 
e^aped in the crowd, the whole community was condemned 
to repair the damage ; and the obstinate bigots who refused 
their contributions, were whipped through the streets by the 
hand of the executioner. This simple act of justice exas- 
perate^ the, discontent of the Catholics, who applauded the 
merit Und patience of these holy confessors ; three hundred 
pulpits deplored the persecution of the churqh, and if the 
chapel of St. Stephen at Verona was demolished by the 
command of Theodoric, it is probable that some miracle; ^ 
hostile to his name and dignity, had l^een performed on that 
sacred theatre. At the close of a glorious life, the king of 
Italy discovl&red that he had excited the hatred of a people 
whose happiness he had so assiduously laboured to promote ; 
and bis mind was soured by indignation, jealousy, and the 
bitterness of unrequited love. The Gothic conqueror con- 
descended to disarm the nnwarlike natives of Italy i inter- 
dicting all weapons of offence, and excepting only a small 
knife for domestic use. The deliverer of Rome was accused 
conspiring with the vilest informers against the lives of 
■ ^ | | 6rs whql^ hfs stjilipected of a secret and treasonable cpr- 
rIspMifeime ndtW* tfa^ Byzantine coftrtf. After the death 

^ The JS»ai alt Naples (Prpijopiqs, Goth 1. 1 al 

Genoa fVar. if. W (v.57f}t Home (iv. 4$*}. See ikim^ 
Basnage; Mist, d^ JaSit^torn. ynl c. 7- u. 254. 

t Rexavidos Src. (Boethius, 1. i. p. sg.) ; rexiMwp 

Romanis 'tevdebst Vales, p.7^.). These: awt bard 

they speak the f>ass!olls of the Italians, and those (1 fear) of llieoderie' 
himself. 
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by bf|#tph#v Jlt|tiil^» Rkl%dy^iiie4ijat# ^ 
txuffmkm ol^lltefesy, *k«m 1 the p<^<peelt df Itely iNtid 4s|fiwi 
A Ipibif.which^wm pilblished ar Coasutihappie^ td: 

re4i0f^ the 4}rftu|s by tbe drmd of pupjslUiei^t wjtMn the 
pite^'tbe eberoh^ awaheped the justTepeotiieilt of 
climned for bis dtstrei^ed hrc^thren of the 
the^ifteie iad#gende whrcb be had so }ocig |i anted to ibe 
l(|]:«^bo]icf of bis dominions! At his stern c|||)mandi, tbe 
Iloman pontiffj Mritli four illmtriom senators, embarked on 
^embassy, of which he must have aHke dreaded the failuie 
0 | |he success. The singular veneratii|^ shewn to the fi|?s| 
pope wbo had visited Constantinople was punished as a 
cnme by bis jealous monarch ; the artful or peremptory 
fusal of the Byzantine coart might excuhc an equ^h and 
would provoke a larger, measure of retaliation ^ and a man* 
date was prepared in Italy, to prohibit, after a |^ted day^ 
tbe exercise of ^hc Catholic worship. By the hJjptrj^|ff his 
subjects and enemies, the most tolerant of piinces wapiritea 
to the brink of peisecution; and the life of Tlieodoric was 
too long> since h^ lived to condemn the \iitue of Boethina 
and %iiimaclnTs*. 

Th® senator Boelhiii|st ia the last of the Romany whom 
Cato or Tally could hive acknowledged |or thejc ^qntry* 
man. As a wealthy orphan, he inherited the pi^imony^and 
honours of the Anlcmi^ fnpdy, a name nmhitiondj assumed 
by the kings and emperors of ^be age f and the appe)|pdpq 
ot Mqqlius aS^rted hts genuine or fabulous descent from f 
race ol* jpid dictators, who haijl repulsed the Gau4 
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from the h ifil 

of the republic. , In ibe-iQ^en^ 


Home were not toully ar Virgil ^ is now 

correct^ ^ th^ hand and the pi^feami tif 

grammiri rlietcwlc, and jujA^dence, wifiw llliihmtned^i^ 
their priviiegos mid pensions^ by libetilitj^ of lbeC>otliiu 
But the erudition of the Latin language was insufiiciel|t |o 
satiate his ardent curiosity; and Boethius is aaid to hwih 
einjiloyed eighteen laborious years in the scboolsuf Athene^ 
which were stmf^rted by the zeal, the learningfand tliM 
diligence of Froclus and his disciples, yhe reason and 
piety of their Homan pupil, were fortunately saved from 
iba contagion of mystery and magic, which polluted , the 
groves of thf academy; but he imbibed the tphil, 
inritated the method of his dead and living masters^ who 
attetnpted to /econcile the strong and subtle sense of 
totle with the devout con tern pUilion and sublime fancy of 
Plato. After his return to Rome, and his marriage with thev 
daughter of his friend, the patrician Symmathus, Boethius 
still cotififined, in a palace of i^ory and marble, to prosecufe 
the same studies^:* The church W|is edified by his profound 
defence of the orthodox creed against the Aiian, the Euty- 
chiati, and the Nestorian heresies; and the Catholic uni|y 
was explained or exposed in a formal treatise by the 
ference of three distinct though consubstantial persons. For 
the benefit of his Latin readers, his genius submitted to 
teacii the first elements of the arts ai\d sciences of Greece. 
The geometry of Euclid, the music of Pythagoras, the aptli- 
metic bf Nicomachusj the mechanics of Archimedes, the 


• For the age and value of this MS. now in the Medieeau libra^at 
Florence, see the Ccnota|;hm i^itKina (p. 4S0 — 447 ) of Cardinal Norii. 

t The Athenian studies of Boethius are doubtful (Baronius, A. D. ^10, 
Ko.^ 5. lh><hjO|f(irie4if tract, De Dtsciplins^ Scliolaruui), and the term df 
cight^ti years if doubtless too lotcUE: but the simple fihet visit la 
Atlim & jaf^i|ied by much interuaTevfdeiice (Bruckef, lllst^ Crit. l^hi>- 
p.#a4--^-dff«'3l,' and by an expression' (thpegh vague ted > 
ainbifU^Jaf bis friend Cassini ius lunge putttas Athcnaa 

intm&ti.*^ " ; . 

I BBdiotlrcw ccimptOB ebore ac vitro pariett^ Src. (Consol. Phil, h i* 
pros. T. pi^4.1 The EnisUes uf Ennodius (vi. d. vii. IS viii. ]. Si. $7^ 
40 .) and jCpM»derinsIvar.‘i.j|^ ix. «t.) aftbrd many proofs of the 
high refMidatioD nrbicli be wf^vedLin his own times. ^ it k true, that the 
bishop of l^via spnted to p^rdbie of him an old hope at MilaUp Ji|C 
praise be tendered m np»ptcd in part of paymWil. 

Vot. V, ^ F 
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Plato, and tbedogic 

3jlt AiWtiey wiA tfce of PorpUyiy , were traits^ 

lej^d .iilu«trated pen of the Eomah 

aenajiar. ^ Aud 1^ tdooe niitesletui^ed caf>able of d|f|^ribing 
00 a a water-ciock, of:^f sphere 

%J|i!Lth tepiesea^d the motions of the plauets. From these 
j|!btiroses[.>ecuUuoi38* Boetbia^j stoo^>e<l, or to speak more tmly$ 
ro>e t(» the social duties of public and private life : the iii«> 
4i^eia wei^ relicvid by bis liberality; and his eloquencei 
^Vbich §aUery might compare to the voice of Demosthenes 
or Cicefo, 'was utnforinly exerted in th^ caiilb of innpeenea 
and huiiiHuilyl^ 8uch conspicuous merit was feltaiid rewai^- 
,cd by a discerning prince; the dignity of R^eihius mm 
^darned with the tides of consul and pati^ciaii, and bis 
taieuts were usefully employed in the important statioo/ of 
mailer of the offices. Notwithstanding the equal claims of 
fthe East and West, his two sons were created, in their tender 
jouih) the consuls of the same year ♦. On the memorable 
.day of theit ipaugurution, they proceeded in solemn pomp 
their palace to the forum, amidst the upplapse of tlm 
^senate and peojde ; and ^>;fir joyful father, the true consul of* 
Home, after pronouncing an oration in the praise of his royal 
benefactor, distributed u triumphal largess in the games of 
circus. Prosfierous in his fame and fortunes, in his pub* 
lie honours and private alliances, in the cultivation of science 
» and the consciousness of virtue, Boethius might have been 
styled happy, if tliat precarious epithet could be safely appli* 
ed before tlie last term of the life of man. . 

A philosoplieri liherul of his wealth and parsimonious of 
his time, might he insensible to the^ common allurements of 
ainbflioii, the thirst of gold and employment. Andaotqc 
credit may be due to the asseveration of Boethius, that he 
had relaetai’tly obt'yed the divine Plato, who ewjotfis every 
wktueut citisen to rescue the state from tlie usurpatiotl of 
-^icc and Ignorance. For the integirily of his piihim isoiid^ 
appeals to the memoi^y of Im conntty. Httaafthori^ 
had restrained the pritte and oppression pf tlie xo^ ofiicers^ 

. • Pagi, Bf amtori, &c. are Rgree<M^$srl^higt liim&df Ms^iiiisid % tJie 

^^yesr'BlO, hi$lwf>''sons in 52^, nild mS 

iwteribihg laSt ^f these cniisol^ihips III phtfosojjl^f^ the 

jvhronology of liis life. In Iris honoiiM, h| (ittebr&BS bis 

felicity— his past felicity (p. tOS, 110.), 




an4 hit eloqineDt® ^ 

the palace, ile had alwt.;| and ofien ri*lieiwri|l ih^| 

distress of the proirincia!% i^fe^^ ^eie exhaiistirf 
public j^ivate rapine ; and Boethius aloiie had^ourage ler 
appose the tyranny of' the Baitbariana^ eJalad kf eonqoestjirii 
excited by avarice, ajid, as he cornpiain^^ficouraged bjl 
impunity. In these honoiHabie contests, his spirit soaredi 
above the consideration of di^nger, and perhaps of prudence^ 
and we may learn from the example of Cato, that a charac« 
ter of pure jjnci inflexible virtue is the most apt to be misled^ 
by prejudice, to be heated by enthusiasm, and to confound 
private enmities with public justice. Tire disciple of Plato 
might exaggerate the infirmities of nature, and the imperfec* 
tioDsof society; and the mildest form of a Gothic kingdomji 
even the weight of allegiance and gratitude, must be insitp^ 
portable to the free spirit of a Roman patriot. But the favour 
and fidelity of Boethius declined in just proportion with ih^ 
public happiness; and an unworthy colleague was imposed^ 
to divide and control the power of the master of lire oflBces, 
In the last gioomy season of Tbeodotic, he indignantly fell 
tliat be was a slave ; but as his master had only power ovev 
bis life, he stood without arms and without fear against tlie 
face of an angry Barbarian, who had been [xrovaked th 
believe that the safety of the senate was iucompatibie wi|^ 
his own. The senator Albinus was accused and already cont 
victed on the presumption of hoping^ as it was said, the 
beity of Rome. If Albinus be criminal,” exclaimed the 
orator, ** the senate and myself are all guilty of the same 
^Verime# If we are innocent, Albinus is equally entitled to 
the protection of the laws.” These laws might not have 
punished the simple and barren wish of an unattainable Idesr 
sing ; but they would flaye shewn less indulgence to the fash 
' confession of Boethius, that, had he known of a conspiracy, 
the lymm never should ♦. The advocate of Albinus Vras 
involved in the danger and perhaps the guilt of his cUr 
signature (which they denied as a forgery) wan 
inviting the emperor to deli- 


■ ^ 4|ii».dM,IB til nw^Neii. . wlopti thU ansirer n,i. pro,. 

p.>S3.).9t' Julio, Cinwjwbo,* |4uk),«)})btcde«U»i, dewrU)«d b, 
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BiBTonT^mm Mutn Valz, 

Md three wiloei«etef h«Nlourft* 
1^ 4»f 4 iir«^fW attested the tiea« 

des^gfis of the^Romafi patrw^ Yh bis iiint><i» 

pres|ipi6d> imce he was deprived % Theodor 
^40 of ih^ Ihf atis of ja^tiBcatiw^ and rigorously confined in 
tower oiF Pavia, while the senate, at the distance of five 
J^aodred uiiiis, pronounced a sentence of confiscation and 
death against tl^e inobt illustrious of its members. At the 
^OOtnmand of the Barbarians, the occult science of a philoio^ 
jpber was sii^rtatized with tlie names of si^ ilepje and ina<* 
gief. A devout and dutiful attachment to tiie senate was 
condemned as criminal by the trembling voices of the setia*' 
tors themselves; and their ingratitude deserved the wish or 
lltrediction of Boethius, that^ after him, none should be found 
I^Uy of the same offence p 

While Boethius, oppressed with fetters, expected each mo** 
ment tlie sentence or the stroke of death, be composed in the 
^wer of Paviu the Cormlatmi of Philosophy ; a golden 
volume not unworthy of the leisure of Plato or TuJIy, but 
I9;:bich claims incomparable merit from the barbarism of the 
liters and the situation of the author. The celestial guide 
wt^om be had so long invoked at Rome and Athens, now cun* 
desoonded to illumine his dungeon, to revive his courage, and 
to pour into bis wounds her salutary balm. She taught him 
to compare his long prosperity and his recent distress, and t® 
copjpeive new hopes from the inconstancy of fortune. Bea^ 
hm had informed him of the precarious cenditioii of her 
fphs ; experience had satisfied Iiim of their real value ; lie 
hud enjoyed them without guilt ; he might resign them with* 
out a sigh, and calmly disdain! the impotent malice of his 
encmios# who had left him iiappiness, since they had left him 
^IftueV Fi^om the earth, Boethius ascended to heaven iii 

Tllc.<pbiMiict|ir8 of his two delators, Ba8iIiu»{Var ii. JO, 11. w. 
C^ilio(v,4l4 viii. 16.),w>v illustrated, not much to th^ir honour, in (die 
ofCASModoritu, which likewise rnention Btscoratus (v. Si.), the 
of JSoethiiiK (1. in. pros. 4. p. , i . .ii/ * 

. t inquiry wa^ ii^ituted into tlw crime of mngic (Veei iv. .2®, 

k. 18.) ; end it was Mievect that many necrumneem had esCdped by 
making their gaolers mad : (or mul, 1 shooid read drunk. , ! 

. % had composed his own Apoksfy (p; 58.), perhaps more 

i^ij||thim hb,€onsoktibn. 

lis.^Ottrs, priiipiplcs, nofseciitioii,^||^^ 'M w. > which 

limy W compiu^ with the si^K^a^d 

iS»c«t <p, T'48.)r An aponyinoiwi|yi||P‘^ipier,Cktsd^^ Uibliot. Bernu 
torn. i. ) joh^j^oplw hotiif with^jIDtirabk and patriotic mnMOtx^ 



acttrcAr i>f th« sovksms good; explored the metep^si^ 
Jid*yirintli of chance and destioy, hf i*rescience dnd freefixi^f^* 
of time iiiid eternity ; and generously attempted tt>^ rettotitedfc 
tte j>erfect ailribules of the IHUy, with the apparent 
ders of his moral and physical government. Sttch topics of 
eonsulation^ so obvious^ so vagae^or so ahistrase^ arie ineffee^ 
tual to subdue the feelings bf human nature. Y^t the 
of misfortune may be diverted by the labour of thoii^hl^ 
and the sage who could artfully combine in ih^ same #6}ir» 
the various riches of philosophy, poetry, and eloquence, mtilt 
already have possessed the intrepid calmness, which he affect** 
ed 10 seek. Suspense, the worst of evils, was at length deter- 
mined by tl>e ministers of death, wlio executed, and pCrhapI 
exceeded, the inhuman mandate of Theodoric. A 
cord was fastened round the head of Boethius, and forcibly 
tightened, till his eyes almost started from their sockets and 
some mercy may be discovered in the milder torture of heatk 
ing him with clubs till lie expired *. But his genius ibrVived 
to diffuse a ray of knowledge over the darkest ages of thb 
world ; the writings of the philosopher were translated 
by the most glorious of the English kings andthethhd 
emperor of the name of Otho removed to a more honourable 
tomb the bones of a Catholic saint, who, from his Ariun per- 
secutors, had acquired the honours of martyrdom, and thfe 
fkme of miracles J. In the last hours of Boethius, he dcri* 
ved some comfort from the safety of his two sons, of his wife, , 
and of his father-in-law, the venerable Symmachus. But 
the grief of Symmachus was indiscreet, and perhaps disre^ 
spectful : he had presumed to lament, he might dart to 

„ * lie was executed in Agro Cuiventieao (Csbrenzano, betwefxi M|rig« 
nano and Pavia}, Anonym. Vales, p. 723. by order of Eusebius count 
*ricinam or Pavia. Tbe place of his coiihnement is styled the baptistery, ^ tm 
edihee and name p^uliar to cathedrals. It is clainiea bv die pe^tua! tra^ 
dtuon of the church of Pat in. The tower of Boethius subshibo eal the ye^ 
and the drahght is yet preserved (Tirabosebi. tom. iii. p* 4f, 40,). ^ 

f w the Biographica Briumnica, Atmo, torn. I p. 00. edition. 
woA is stiU more honourable if performed under tiie learned of AlHi^ 

by ht$ forpiei and domestm doctors. Pdr the reputation of ip 

the middld lig0S, peusult Bnicker fHiit Cfii jPhilosoph. cbm. Itj. p. gOk 
5a6.> 

t The Insofiptibii oit imN niinb was composed by the pree^tw of 

It. who like fioethius h&bdlfi 
Was ityi^d wmaMiaO by theiiioWllwrof the timhs. TIw Catholib ihart!^ 
M hisliead in Me Iwlidi a cohWderable Way (B«iwnitw;'A. B. 026. 

yet, da a Minilar tair, a lady ef «iw acqnaintaftce oadc 6b|erw 
ed,"Ledisiiaoeify hiit^ ia*y h qui k pHeiSi pas (nd cedle.^ 
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the jdeath of an iajiirad friend. He wa« til 

fh«tei»fratn Eoine m ike f>Alaceof Ravenna; and the susfli* 
fioof of Theodoric coi^ld only be appeased by the blood of an, 

and aged aetiator •. 

: Humanity ivill be dbposeci to encourage any lepoit which 
tei^iies the jnriscliction of conscience and the remora of 
kings; and philosophy is not ignorant that the most horrid 
ppeetresare sometimes created by the powers of adisorde cd 
fimf, mA the weakness of a distempered body. Aftar n 
life of virtneand glory, Tbeodoric was now descending with 
abaiiie and guilt into the grave : his mind was humbled 
iha contra*^ of the past, and justly alarmed by the hp- 
iriaible terrors of futurity. One evening, as it is related# 
Wfhm the head of a large fish was served on the royal table t» 
}m ^ddenly exclaimed# that he beheld the angry counlertancc 
of %mttiachus, hid eyes glaring fury and revenge, and hif 
mouth, armed with long sharp teeth, which threatened to 
devour lum* The monaroh instantly retired to his chamber^ 
and, as be lay, trembling witli aguish cold, under a weighs 
^ bedK^lothes, he expressed in broken murmurs to his pbyr 
akmn Elpidiui, his deep repentance for the murders of Boer 
ihius and Symmaebus His malady increased, and after ^ 
dysentery which continued three days, he expired in the 
jjalace of Ravenna, iu the thirty-third# or, if we com|inte 
from the invasion of Itajy, in the thirty- seventh year of hit 
reign. Conscious of his approaching end, he divided ,hia 
tijesumres and provinces between his two grandsons, and fixad 
the Rhone as their common boundary §. Amalaric was ror 
slqr^ to the throne of Spain. Italy, with all the c0pqufsls 


^ ; f. ^Boethius a^^plsuds virUics of his fathcr-in-law (1, j. pr«s. 4. p. $9- 
4 p. ini ). Procopiito (Goth. 1. i. c. 1.), the Valesian 
«iui the Historia MiiiccUa (I. xv. p. 105.), agree in pnitsin|; the 
tanooepoe or sanctity of Symmachus ; and in the estimati^ 
tbsgluU of hi> murder is equal to the imprisonment of a !: j 
t laft% feacifel eloquence of Ca&iqdortas, the variety of scA^d dvtr 
Ibk ariWit, evidence of exteusivc dominbn; and those of the Uhiii% «i$i- 
cily, IM of tl)e t>anube, were served on ii)e table ofThcodoric (Var. 14.). 
’fbe qaoastrowi turbot of pomitiaa (JuveniL Sqtir. ill. 39.) had Imp cdught 
OP lh« shores of die Adriatic. ^ , 

I frocopipi, Goth. I i. c. 1. But he might have informp^ ps, 
lit rocoived tim curioui tmecdoth fihpli 
iliinuAoftbeniyalphyw^ . , 

i Proei4iip», Goih. 1 1. c. iJl. IfhJsjmrUtionliad bedp^dir^tt^ 

though it not lethitcd tHI after his death, hef«- 

ditatcmlqiwr^ r^qmCCifidor^. vnroa. p. tSS, Groh). . 


«f tlol Oilrogoths, was bequeithed to Athalarict wh<i!|6«fO 
did QOt exceed ten yearsi b,ut who was cherished as the las% 
wak offspring of the line of Amali, by the short-lived map| 
riage of his mother Amalasuntha with a royal fugitive of 
the same blood* * * § . In the presence of thcdging monarcht 
the Gothic chiefs and Italian magistrates mutually engaged 
thei| &ith and loyalty to the young prince, and to his guaff 
diao mother j and received in the same awful moment hia 
Jast salutary advice, to maintain the laws, to love the senate 
and people of Home, and to ^cultivate with decent reverence 
the friendship of the emperor t- The monument of Theor 
doi ic was erected by his daughter Amalasuntha, in a con- 
spicuous situation, which commanded the city of Ravenna, 
the harbour, and the adjacent coast.. A chapel of a circular 
form, thirty feet in diameter, is crowned by a dome of otk 
.entire piece of granite: from the centre of tlie dome, four 
columns arose, which supjiorted, in a vase of porphyry, the 
remains of the Gothic king, surrounded by the brasen statues 
.of the twelve apostles His spirit, after some previous 
expiation, might have been permitted to mingle with the 
bene&ctors of mankind, if an Italian hermit had not been 
witness in a vision to the damnation of Theodoric whose 
,90ui was plunged, by llie ministers of divine vengeance, into 
tlie vulcano of Liirari, one of the flaming mouths of the 
.infernal world y. 


• Berimundy the third in descrnt from Hcrmanric, kin^ of the Ostrogoths, 
h»A retired into Spain, where he lived and died in ohacurity (Jomandes, 
p.«02. edit. Murator.). Se<» the dweavery, nuptials, and d^athi ^f 
his grandson Eutharic (c. 5t5. p. 220 ). His Roman games might render him 
popul^ (Cassiodf)r. in Chron.), but Eutharic was lispcr in religionc (Anoiiytn. 
Vales, p. 723,723,). 

t See the coun^iels of Theodoric, and the professions of his successor, in 
Procopius (Goth. 1, i. c. 1, 3.), .foinandcs (c. p. 220, 221.), andCassiodo- 
rius (Var. viii. 1 — 7.). These epistles are the triumph of his ministerial 
eloquence. 

I Anonym. Vales, p. 724. Agnellus de Vitis Pont. Raven. In Muratori 
Script, lierum Ital. lom. ii. jp . i. p. 67. Alberti Descrittione d’Ctalia, p. 311. 

§ Tins legend is related by Gregory I. (Dialog, iv. 86), uvid approved by 
Bbin:miui(A. D. 526| No. 28.); and Imth the Pope and Cardinal aregraVe 
doctors, aiiflicient to establish a probahk opinion. 

d Theodoric bimselfi or rather Cassiodor’ms, had detcribed in tragic 
strains the volcanos of Lipari (Cluver. Sicilia^ p. 406 — 410 .) attd Vttiu« 
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CHAP. XL. 

Mltvaihn of Justin the Eider.^Reign of Justiman : 
t. The Empress Theodora»^JL Faciions of tie Citem 
und SediHon of Constautimple^^^Wl, Trade and M^uu^ 
fucture of IV. Finances and Taxes.^-^V, kdifim 

of Justinian* — Church of Si* Sophia.^Fortf cations and 
Frontiers of ilu Eastern Empire, ~ JbolitioH the 
Schools of jdtlunsj and the Consulship of Home* 

E emperor Justinian was born* near the ruins Of 
Sardica (the modern Sophia), of an obscure race t of Barba* 
rians f, the inhabitants of a wild and desolate country, to 
which the names of Dardania, of Dacia, and of Bul^ria, 
have been successively applied. His elevation was prepared 
by the adventurous spirit of his uncle Justin, who, with two 
other peasants of the same village, deserted, for the profes- 
sion of arms, the more useful employment of husbandmen, or 
shepherds On foot, with a scanty provision of biscuit hi 
their knapsacks, the three youths followed the bigh-roid of 
Constantinople, and were soon enrolled, for their strength 
and stature, among the guards of the emperor Leo. Under 
the two succeeding reigns, the fortunate peasant emerged to 
w^ealth and honours; and his escape from some dangers whi<;;h 
threatened his life, was afterwards ascribed to the guardian 

♦ There is some (iliTiculty in the date of his birth CLudewig m Vit. Joi- 
tiniani, p. V23.); none in the place — the district Bederiana-Hhe village 
Tauresium, which he afterwards deconued with his name and splendour 
(D'Anvillc, Hist, dc I’Acad. &c. tom. xxxi. p. 287-^92.). 

t The names of these Uni danian peasants are Gotihe, and almost Ei^Uslu 
JmtioMn a» a iranslntiou at his father SubstUm, (in 

GrieccHbarhwus language itipen) was stiled n^s village htock (SHock) ; 
mother Biglenixa was softened into Vigilafttii. 

I Lndewig (p. 197—185.) attempts to jastify the. Anician name 
niaii Had Theodora, and to connect them with k family from wliich tine 
bciuve of Austria has been derived. , ^ 

I 8ec tfic anecdotes of Procopius (c. 6.) witli the notes of N.Akinah* 
nus. 1'he satirist would not have sunk, in the vague and decent app^ia- 
tiou of the and of Zoimras. Yet why are dmse 

names disgraceful ?— and what German baron would not bt fimid to cte^ 
scend frofn the IJumsens of the 



aiigel who watches over the fate of kings. His long and 
laudable service in the Isaurian and Persian wars, would not 
liave preserved from oblivion the name of Justin ; yet they 
might wanjiiit the military promotion, which in the course of 
fifty years he gradually obtained ; the rank of tribune, of 
count, and of general, the dignity of senator, and the coni-* 
mand of the guards, who obeyed him as trieir chief, at the 
important crisis when the em|ieror Anastasius was removed 
from the world. The powerful kinsmen whom he had raised 
^nd enriched, were excluded from the throne; and the 
eunuch Amantius, who reigned in the palace, had secretly 
resolved to fix the diadem on the head of the most obse- 
quious of his creatures. A liberal donative, to conciliate the 
suffrage of the guards, was entrusted for that purpose in the 
hands of their commander. But these weighty arguments 
were treacherously employed by Justin in his own favour; 
and as no competitor presumed to appear, the Dacian peasant 
was invested with the purple, by the unanimous consent of 
the soldiers wHo knew him to be brave and gentle, of the 
clergy and people who believed him to be orthodox, and of 
the prbvincials who yielded a blind and implicit submission 
to the will of the capital. The elder Justin, as he is distin- 
guished from another emperor of the same family and name, 
ascended the Byzantine throne at the age of sixty-eight years; 
and, had he been left to his own guidance, every moment of a 
nine years reign must have exposed to his subjects the impro- 
priety of their choice. Ilis ignorance was similar to that of 
Theodjoric ; and it is remarkable, that in an age not destitute 
of learning, two contemporary monarchs had never been 
instructed in the knowledge of the alphabet. But the genius 
of Justin* was far inferior to that of the Gothic king : the 
experience of a soldier had not qualified him for the govern-* 
meht of an empire ; and, though personally brave, the consci- 
ousness of his own weakness was naturally attended with 
doubt, distrust, and political apprehension. But the official 
business of the state was diligently and faithfully transacted 
by the qujBStor Prockis * ; and the aged emperor adopted the 
talents and ambition of his nephew Justinian, an aspiring 

• His are praised by Procopius (Persic. 1. i. c. 11.). The quieftor 

Ph>d.tts was tW fiiettd of JustiuiHii,aiid the eaemj of cvciy other adoptMMW 

VOL.V. irG 



HISTORY OF THE 0ECLIKE AN0 FALL 

Jhottlh# whom his uncle had drawn from the rustic solitude of 
Dacia, and educated at Constantinople, as tlie hoir of his pri- 
vate fortune, and at lengili of the Eastern empire. 

Since the eunuch Amantius had been defrauded of his 
money, it became necessary to deprive him of his life. The 
task Vas easily accomplished by the charge of a real or ficti- 
tious Conspiracy ; and the judges were informed, as an accu- 
mulation of guilt, that he uas secretly addicted to the Mani- 
chaean here sy *. Ainantius lost his head ; three of his com- 
panions, the first domestics of the palace, were punished 
either with death or exile; and their unfortunate candidate 
for the purple was cast into a deep dungeon, overwhelmed 
witii stones, and ignominiously thrown, without burial, into 
rite sea. Ihe ruin of Vitalian was a work of more difficulty 
and danger. That Gothic chief liad rendered himself popular 
by the civil war which he boldly waged against Anastasius 
for the defence of the orthodox faith, and after the conclusion 
of an advantageous treaty, he still remained in the neigh- 
bourhood of Constantinople at the head of a formidable and 
victorious army of Barbarians. By the frail security of oaths, 
he was tempted to relinquish this advantageous situation, and 
to trust his person within tlie walls of a city, whose inhabi- 
tants, particularly the blue faction, were artfully incensed 
ag-ainst him by the remerqbrance even of his pious hostilities. 
The emperor and his nephew embraced him as the faithful 
and worthy champion of the church and state ; and gratefully 
adorned their favourite with the titles of consul and general ; 
but in the seventh month of his consulship, Vitalian was stab- 
bed with seventeen wounds at the royal banquet f ; and Justi- 
nian, who inherited the spoil, was accused as the assassin of 
a spiritual brother, to whom he had recently pledged his 
faith in the participation of the Christian mysteries After 

• Manichfl&an signifies Kutychinn. Hear the furious acclamations of 
Consttvntinopie and Tyre, tiic former no more than six days after the de- 
cease of Anastasius. Tht^ produced, the latter ^plaudcd, the cunuch^s 
death (Baronius, A. D. 518. r. ii. No. 15. Fltury. Uist. Eccles. tom. vii. 
p. 500. 205. froiii the Councils, tom. v, p. 182. 207.> 

t His power, character, and inttntieins, are perfectly explained by the 
Count de Buat ix. p. 54. — 81.). lie was great grandson of Asper, he- 

reditary prince m the lessei Scythia, and count of the Gothic Jkderati of 
Thrace. The Bessi, whom he could influence, are the minor Goths of Jor- 
nandes (c. St)* ... , * 

♦ Jusduiani patneii factione dicitur intcrfectus fuisse (Victor. Tunu- 
nciisisj CUfOU, m tliesaur. Temp. Scaliger| P, u. p. 7^). Procojnus (Anhc- 
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the fall of his rival, he was promoted, without any claim oC 
military service, to the office of master-general ot the East* 
ern armies, whom it was his duty to lead into the field against 
the public enemy. But, in the pursuit of fame, Justinian 
mii;ht have lost his present dominion over the age and weak- 
ness of his uncle ; and instead of acquiring by Scythian or 
Persian trophies the applause of his countrymen the pru- 
dent w arrior solicited their favour in the churches, the circu;?^ 
and the senate, of Constantinople, llie Cattelics were 
altached to the nephew of Justin, w^ho, between the Nesto- 
riiiu and Eutychian heresies, trod tlie narrow path of inflexi- 
ble and intolerant orthodoxy In tlie first days of the new 
reign, he prompted and gratified the popular enthusiasm 
against the memory of the deceased emperor. After a 
schism of thirty-four years, he reconciled the proud and 
angry spirit of the Roman pontiff', and spread among the 
Latins a favourable ref)ort of his pious respect for the aposto- 
lic see. The tiirones of the East were filled with Catholic 
bishops devoted to his interest, the clergy and the mor^ks were 
gained by his liberality, and the people were taught to pray . 
for their future sovereign, tlie hope and pillar of the true reli- 
gion. The magnificence of Justinian was displayed in the 
superior pomp of his public spectacles, an object not less 
sacred and important in the eyes of the multitude, than tlie 
creed of Nice or Chalcedon: the ex pence of his consulship 
was esteemed at two hundred and eighty-eight thousand 
pieces of gold ; twenty lions, and thirty leopards, were produ- 
ced at the sjime time in tlie amphitheatre, and a numerous 
tram of hors^, with their rich trappings, was bestowed as an 
extraordinary gift on the victorious charioteers of the circus. 
While he indulged the people of Constantinople, and recei- 
ved the addresses of foreign kings, the nephew of Justin assi- 
duously cultivated the friendship of the senate. That vene- 

<fot. c. 7.). styl^him a tyrant, but apknowled^S t^e which if 

well explained hy Aleiuannus. 

* io bis earliest youth (platie adolesoens) he had passed some time as an 
hostage with Thcodoric. For this, curious fact, Alemannus, (ad Procop, 
Anccdot. c. 0. p. 34. of the first edition) quotes a MS. history of Justinian, 
by his preceptor Theophilus. Ludewig (p. 143.) wisheq to make him a 
dier. 

f llie ecclesiastical history of Justinian will be shewn hc^eafier. Sea. 
Baiontus, A. D. 61S— *531, and the copious article Jfuitinkinus in thft ind^ 
to'the vuth volume of his Auuats. 

SG2 
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IrW^ name seemed to qualify members to declare the sense 
of the nation, and to regulate the succession of the Imperial 
throne ; the feeble Anasta^ius had permitted the yigour of 
government to degenerate into the form or subsfance of an 
aristocracy; and the military officers who had obtained the 
senatorial rank, were followed by their domestic guards, a 
band of veterans, whose arms or acclamations might fix in a 
tumultuous moment the diadem of the East. The treasures 
of tile state were lavished to procure the voices of the sena- 
tors, and their unanimous wish, that he would be pleased to 
adopt Justinian for his colleague, was communicated to the 
emperor. But this request, which too clearly admonished 
him of his approaching end, was unwelconje to the jealous 
temper of an aged monarch, desirous to retain the power 
which he was incapable of exercising; and Justin, holding 
his purple with both his hands, advised them to prefer, since 
an election was so profitable, some older candidate. Notwith- 
standing this reproach, the senate proceeded to decorate Jus- 
tinian with the royal epithet of fiobilissimus ; and their decree 
was ratified by the affection or the fears of his uncle. After 
some time the langour of mind and body, to which he was 
reduced by an incurable wound in his thigh, indispensably 
required the aid of a guardian. He summoned the patriarch 
and senators ; and in tlieir presence solemnly plac'ed the dia- 
dem on the head of his nephew, who was conducted from the 
palace to the circus, and saluted by the loud and joyful 
applause of the people. The life of Justin was prolonged 
about four months, but fr<wii the instant of this ceremony, he 
was considered as dead to the empire, which acknowledged 
Justinian, in the forty-fifth year of Jiis age, for the lawful 
sovereign of the East 

From hia elevation to his death, Justinian governed the 
Homan empire thirty-eight years, seven months, and thirteen 
days. The events of his reign, which excite our curious 
attention by their number, variety, and importance, are 
diUgently related by the secretary of Belisarius, a rhetorician 
Whom eloquence bad promoted to the rank of senator and 

Justin may be found in the three chronicles of 
Marcellmus, VictiM\ and John Malala (tom. ii. p. ISO— 150.), the 
priiota (in spite of Body, Prulegom. No. 14. 39. edit. 0«en.) lived sooaidW 



pTC&fect o£ Coiistantmople. According to tl\e\\ci^$^\tud;ea 
courage or servitude, of favour or disg\ace, Procopm* suct 
ceasWely composed the history, tW panegyric,, and ^he satire 
of his own times. The eight books of the Persian, Vanda* 
lie, and Gothic warsf, which are continued in the five book^ 
of Agathias, deserve our esteem as a laborious and successful 
imitation of the Attic, or at least of the Asiatic writers of 
ancient Greece. His facts are collected from the personal 
experience and free conversation of a soidie , a stcilesmany 
and a traveller; his style continually aspires, and often 
attains, to the merit of strength and elegance iiis e lections 
more especially in the speeches, which he too frequently, 
inserts, contain a rich fund of political knowledge ; and tiie 
historian, excited by the generous ambition of pleasujg uad 
instructing posterity, appears to disdain the prejudices of 
the people, and the flattery of courts. The writings of 
Procopius:}: were read and applauded by his contempora- 


Justinian (Jortin’s Remarks, See. vol. iv. p. SB3.): in the Ecclesiastical Hia* 
tory of Evagnus(l. iv. c 1, 2, S. 9.), and the Kxcerpta of Theodoras fLecror. 
Ko. ST.), and in Cedrenus (p. 362 — 366.) and Zouaras (1. xiv. p. 68—61.), 
who may pass for an original. 

* See the characters of Piocopius and Agathias in La Mothe le Vayer 
(tom. viii, p. 144^174.), Vossms (de ilisturicis Grvt^cis, I. ii. c. 22.), and 
Eabricius (Bibliot. Grcec. 1 v. c. 5. tom. vi. p. 248 — 278 ). Their religion* 
an honourable probieni, betrays occasional coufonnity, with a secret at* 
tachment to Paganism and Philosophy. 

f In the first seven Ijooks, two Persic, two Vandalic, and three Gothic, 
Procopius has borrowed from Appian the division of provinces hnd wars : 
the viiith book, though it hears tlie name of Gothic, is a miscellaneous and 
general supplement down to the spring of the year 653, trom whence ii is 
continued by Agalhius till 569 (Pagi, Critica, A. D. 579. No. 5.). 

X The literary fate of Procopius has been somewhat unlucky. 1. His 
books de Beilo Gothico w'crc stolen by Leonard Aretin, and published (Ful- 
ginii, 1470. Venet. 1471. apud Janson. Mattaire, Anna!. Typograph. 
torn. i. edit, posterior, p; 290. 304. 279. 299.) in his own name (See Voss us. 
de Hist. Lat. 1. iii. c. 3. and the feeble defence of the Venice Giornale do 
Lettcrati, tom. xix. p, 207.). 2. IJis works were mutilated by the first Latin 
translators, Christopher Persona (Giornale, tom. xix p. 340-^348.) and liu- 
phael de Voiaterra (lluet, de Claris. Inteipretibus, p. 166. who did not 
even consult the MS. of the Vatican library, of which they were prefects 
(Aleman in pr«fat. Anecdot). 3. The (jreek text was not printed till 
1607, by H^schehus of Aug.sburgh (Dictiounairc de Bayle, tom. li. p. 782.). 
4. The Paris edition was im[>erfectly executed by Claude Maltret, a Jesuit 
of Thouloose (in 1663), far distant from the Louvre press and the Vatkjia 
MS. from which, however, he obtained some supplements. His promised 
commentanes, &c. have never appeared. The Agathias of Leyden (1694) 
has been wi$cly reprinted by the Paris editor, with the Latin version 
JBhimvcntura Vulcanius, a learned interpreter (Huet, p. 176.). 
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ries^ ; but, although be respectfully laid them at die foot of 
the throne, the pride of Justinian must have been wounde^d 
by the praise of an hero, who perpetually eclif>ses the glory of 
his inactive sovereign. The conscious dignity of indef>erid- 
cnee was subdued by the hopes and fears of a slave ; and the 
secretary of Belisarius laboured for pardon and reward in 
the six books of the Imperial edifices* He bad dexterously 
chosen a subject of apparent splendour, in which he could 
loudly celebrate the genius, the magnificence, and tfie piety 
of a prince, who, both as a conqueror and legi>lator, had 
surpassed the puerile virtues of Tlieniistocles and Cyrus f. 
Disappointment might urge the flatterer to secret revenge ; 
and the first glance of favour might again tempt him to 
suspend and suppress a libel in \vhich the Roman Cyrus is 
degraded into an odious and contemptible tyrant, in which 
both the emperor and his consort Theodora aro seriously 
represented as two daemons, who had assunied an human 
form for the destruction of mankind Such base incoiv 
sistency must doubtless sully the reputation, and detmct 
from the credit, of Procopius : yet, alter the venom of his 
malignity has been suffered to exhale, the residue of the 
anecdofesy even the most disgraceful facts, some of which 
had been tenderly hinted in his public history, are established 
by their internal evidence, or the authentic monuments of 
the times II . From these various materials, I shall now pro-? 

^ Agrubins in Prsefat. p. 7, 8. 1. iv. p. 137, Evagrius, 1. iv. c. 12. See 
likcwifjC Photius, cod. Ixiii. p. 05. 

f wauhta (says he, Praefat. ad 1. de Edificiis KTia-iJutTuu) is no 
more then Kt/pe a pun! In these five books, Procopius atfects 

a Christian, as weh as a courtly style, 

X Procopius discloses himself (Prafat. ad Anccdot. c. 1, 2, 5.), and the 
anecdotes arc reckoned as the ixth book by Suidas (tom. iii, p. 186. edit. 
Kufiter). The silence of Evagriua is a poor objcctibn. Ikironius (A . D. 648, 
Ko. 24) regicts the loss of this secret history*, it was then in the Vatican 
library, in fiis own custody, imd was first published sixteen years after his 
death*, with the learned, but partial, notes of Nicholas Aleinannus (Eudg. 

i . . . . , 

§ Justinian an ass — the perfect likeness of Domitian— (Anecaot. c. 8.)— 
Theodora’s lovers driven from her bed by rival daemons^hcr marriage fore- 
told with a great daemon— a monk saw the prince of the daemons, instead 
of Justinian, on the throne— the servants wiio watched beheld a face witli- 
out feature.s, a body walking w ithout an head, &c, &c. Procopius declare! 
his own and his friend’s belief in these diabolical stories {c. 12,). 

4 Montesquieu (Considerations sur la Grandeur et la Decadence d^ Ro- 
mans, o. XX.) gives credit to these anecdotes, as connected, 1. with the 
weaibieas of the empire, and, 2. with the instabibty of Jnstinku’s laws.. 
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ceed to describe tbe reign of Justinian, which will deseiTe and 
occupy an ample space. The present chapter will explahi 
the elevation and character of Theodora, the factions of the 
circus, and Uie peaceful administration of the sovereign of 
the East. In the three succeeding chapters, I shall relate 
the wars of Justinian which achieved tlie conquest of Africa 
and Italy ; and I shall follow the victories of Belisarius and 
Narses, without disguising the vanity of their triumphs, or 
the hostile virtue of the Persian and Gothic heroes. The 
series of this and the following volume will embrace th^ 
jurisprudence and theology of the emperor; the controver- 
sies and sects which still divide the Oriental church ; the 
reformation of the Roman law, which is obeyed or respected 
by the nations of modern Europe. 

I. In the exercise of supreme power, the first act of 
Justinian was to divide it with the woman whom he loved, 
tile famous Theodora^, whose strange elevation cannot be 
appiaudcnl as the triumph of female virtue. Under the 
reign of Anastasius, the care of the wild beasts maintained 
by the green faction of C.nisLantiiiople, was entrusted to 
Acacius, a native of die isle of Cyprus, who, from his 
employment was suniamed the master of the bears. This 
honourable olfice was given after his death to another candi- 
date, notwithstanding the diligence of his widow, wlio had 
already provided a husband and a successor. Acacius had 
left three daughters, Comitof, Theodora, and Anastasia, 
the eldest of whom did not then exceed the age of seven 
years. On a solemn festival, these helpless orphans were 
sent by their distressed and indignant mother, in the garb of 
suppliants, into the midst of thetheatie: the green faction 
received them with contempt, the blues with compassion; 
and this difference, which sunk deep into the mind of Theo- 
dora, was felt long afterwards in the administration of the 
empire. As they improved in agef and beauty, the three 
sisters were successively devoted to the publick and private 

♦ For the life and manners of the empress Theodora, see the Anecdotes; 
more especially c, 1—5, 9, 10—15, 16, 17. with the learned notes of Ale- 
niannus— a retbrence which is always implied. 

t Comito was afterwards married to Sittas duke of Armenia, the father 
perhaps, at least she ini^bt be the mottier, of the empress Sophia. Two 
aephews of Xheadora nuiy b« the soat of Anastasia (Aleman, p. SO, 31.); 
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plmurcs of the Bjr^ntine people; and Theodora, after 
jRr>l lowing Comito On the stage, in the dress of a slave, with a 
stool on her head, was at length permitted to exercise her 
independent talents. She neither danced, nOr sung, nor 
placed on the flute ; her skill was confined to tlie pantomime 
arts; she excelled in buffoon characters, and as often as the 
Oomedian swelled her cheeks, and complained with a ridicul- 
ous tone and gesture of the blows that were inflicted* tlie 
whole theatre of Constantinople resounded with laughter 
and applause. The beauty of Theodora * was the sul)ject 
of more flattering praise, and the source of more exquisite 
deligiit. Her features were delicate and regular; her com- 
plexion, though somewhat pale, was tinged with a natural 
colour; every sensation W^as instantly expressed by the 
vivacity of her eyes; her easy motions displayed the graces 
of a small but elegant figure; and either love or adulation 
might proclaim, that painting or poetry were incapable 
of delineating the matchless excellence of her form. But 
this form was degraded by the facility with which it was 
Exposed to the public eye, and prostituted to licentious (|esire. 
Her venal charms were abandoned to a promiscuous crowd of 
citizens and strangers, of every rank, and of every profession ; 
the fortunate lover who had been promised a night of enjoy- 
ment, was often driven from her bed by a stronger or more 
wealthy favourite; and when she passed through the streets, 
her presence was avoided by all who wished to escape either 
the scandal or the temptation. The satirical historian has 
not blushed t to describe the naked scenes which Theodora 

Was not ashamed to exhibit in the th<!atre After exhaust- 
* 

^ Her stntue wu^ raised at Constantinople, on a porphyry colutan. Sea 
Frocopius (lie Edif. 1. i. c. 11.), who her a pgirtra»t m the Anecdotes- 
(c. 10.). Aleman, (p. 47.) produces one from a Mosaic at Ravenna, ioad<* 
ed with pearls and jewels, and yet handsotne. 

f A fragment of ihe Anecdotes (c. 9.) somewhat too naked, was suppress- 
ed by Alemaunus, though e^tnat in tne X'aticau MS.; nor has the oeiect 
been supplied in the Paris 6r V'^cnice editions. La Mothe le Vayer (tom. viii. 
p. 155 ) gave the first hiat of this curious and genuine passage (Jortin^s Re- 
marks, val. iv. p. 360.), which he had received from Rome, and it lias been 
since published iu tiie Meuagiana (tom. iii. p. 254—^59.), with a Latin 
Version. 

I At terr tli€ mention of a narrow girdle (as none ctmid appear stark-naked 
in the theatie), Procopius thus proceed ; n Tm $toufu 

ixoro. Bvm rose • • « • avrn tssi tmvmt h oi 
et W7» wsft^no^fam imrv^mnf TWf tAmt aav* f»m» 
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mg the arts of sensual pleasure she most ungratefully 
murmored against the parsimony of natiM^e f: but her mur* 
murs, her pleasures, and her arts, must be veiled in the 
obscurity of a learned language. After reigning for some 
time, the delight and contempt of the capital, she conde- 
scended to accompany Ecebolus, a native of Tyre, who had 
obtained the government of the African Pentapops. But 
this union was frail and transient ; Ecebolus soon rejected 
an expensive or faithless concubine; td\e was reduced at 
Alexandria to extreme distress; and in her laborious return 
to Constantinople, every city of the East admired and en- 
joyed the fair Cyprian, whose merit apjieared to justify her 
descent from the peculiar island of Venus. The vague com- 
merce of Theodora, and the most detestable precautions, 
preserved her from tlie danger which she feared ; yet once, 
and once only, she became a mother. The infant w^as saved 
and educated in Arabia, by his father, who imparted to him, 
on his death-bed, that he was the son of an empress. Filled 
with ambitious hopes, the unsuspecting youth immediately 
hastened to the palace of Constantinople, and was admitted 
to the presence of his mother. As he was never more seen, 
even after the decease of Theodora, she deserves the foul 
imputation of extinguishing with his life a secret so offensive 
to her Im|jerial virtue. 

In the most abject state of her fortune and reputation, some 
vision, either of sleep or of fancy, had whispered to Theo- 
dora the pleasing assurance that she was destined to become 
the spouse of a potent monarch. Conscious of her ap- 
proaching greatness, she returned from Paphlagonia to Con- 
stantinople; assumed, like a skilful actress, a moi'e decent 

I huve heard that a learned prelate, now deceased, was 
load of quoting thin pastMige in conversation. 

* Theodora surpassed the Crispa of Ausoiiius (Epigram Ixxi.). who imita- 
ted the cu|malis luxiis of the females of Nola. Sec Quintilian Institut. 
vlii. 6. and Torrentiiis ad Horat. Sennou. 1. i. sat. 2. v. 101. At a nleaiorss^ 
hie slipper, thirty slaves waited round tlie table ; ten yowng men feasted 
witli Theodora. Her charity was universal. 

£t lassata viris, necdum satiata, rccessit, 

t Hli rfnt9 -nj (pvett ort 

fjin um irTlriK taitti $vfvr$ fop a pvp ttvo; htarri im xai txiirn 

Shewishtad for a fourth altar, on which she might pour liba- 
tions to the godf of love. 

VoL. V. 2H 
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character; relieved her poverty by Ihe laudable industry of 
spinning wool ; and affected a life of chastity and splitude 
in hr small house, which she afterwards changed into a 
magnificent temple*. Her beauty, assisted by^^art or acci- 
dent, soon attracted, captivated, and fixed, the patrician 
Justinian, wdio already reigned with absolute sw^ay uude^ the 
name of his uncle. Perhaps she contrived to enhance tlie 
value of a gift which she huti so often lavished on the meanest 
of manidnd ; tjerbaps she inflamed, at first by modest delays?, 
and at last by sensual allurements, the desires of a lover, 
who from nature or devotion w^as addicted to long vigils and 
abstemious diet. When his first transports had subsided, 
she still maintained the same ascendant over his mind, by the 
more solid merit of temper and understanding. Justiniaa 
delighted to ennoble and enrich the object of his affection; 
the treasures of the East w^re poured at her feet, and the 
nrphew of Justin was determined, perhaps by religious 
scruples, to bestow 6u his concubine the sacred and legal 
character ot a w ife. But the laws of Rome expressly pro- 
hibited the niarriagt! of a senator with any female who had 
been dishonoured by a servile origin or theatrical profession: 
tlie ( in press Liipicina, or Euphenda, a Barbarian uf rustic 
manners, but of irreproachable virtue, refused tu accept a 
prostitute for her niece ; and even Vigilantia, the 8uj>erstitious 
mother of Justinian though she acknowledged the wit and 
beauty of Tlu^odora, w'ns seriously apprehensive, lest the 
levity and arrogaivcc of that artful paianiour might corrupt 
the piety and happiness of her son. These obstacles were 
removed by the inflexible constanqr of Justinian. He 
patiently expected the deatli of the empress; he despised 
the tears of his mother, who soon sunk under the weight of 
her afflict ion ; and a law was promulgated in tlie name of the 
emperor Justin, wdiich abolished tlie rigid jurisprudence of 
antiquity. A glorious repentance (the words of the edict) 
was left open for the unhappy females who had prostituted 
their jiersons on the theatre, and they were permitted to con- 

* Anonym, de Antiquitnt. C. P. t. iii. 1S2. in Bdindun fmperiam Orient, 
tom. i. p. 4U. Ludewig ([>. 164.) argues sensibly that Theodora would not 
Imve imuiurtaliscd a brothel i but I apply this fact to iier second a»d chaster 
Tesidcuce at Coustaatuiople. 
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tract a legal unibn with the most illustrious of the l^omans^. 
This iodulgence was speedily followed by the solemn nup- 
tials of Justinian and Tfu^odora; her dignity was gradually 
exhalted With that of her lover; and, as soon as Justin had 
invested his nephew with the purple, the patriarch of Con- 
stantinople placed the diadem on tlie heads of the emperor 
and empre.-s of the East. But the usual honours which the 
severity of Roman manners had allowed to the wives of 
princes, could not satisfy either tlie ambition of Theodora or 
the fondness of Justinian. lie seated her on the throne as an 
equal and independent colleague in the sovereignly of the 
empire, and an oath of allegiance was imposed on tlie gover- 
nors of the {)rovinces in the joint names of Justinian and 
Theodora f. The Fastem world fell prostrate before the 
genius and fortune of the daughter of Acacius. The prosti- 
tute who, in the presence of innumerable spectators,, had 
polluted the theatre of Constantinople, was adored as a queen 
in the same citv> by grave magistrates, orthodox bishops, 
yictorious generals, and captive nionarchs 

Those wlro believe that the femule mind is totally depraved 
by the loss of chastity, will eagerly listen to all the invec- 
tives of private envy or popular resentment, which have 
dissembled the virtues of Theodora, exaggerated her vices, 
and condemned witli rigour the venal or voluntary sins of the 
youthful harlot From a motive of shame or contempt* she 
often declined the servile liomage of the multitude, escaped 
from the odious light of the capital, and passed the greatest 
part of the year iu the palaces and gardens which were 
pleasantly seated on the sea-coast of the Propontis and the 
Bosphorus. Her private liours were devoted to tlie prudent 


♦ See tl»€ old law in Justiniau’s Code 0. v. tit. v. lc<x. 7. tit. xxvii. leg. 1.) 
tinder the years Silt) and 454. '1 he new edict (about the year 521 or 522, 

Aleman, p. 38. 98.; very awkwardly repeals no more’ than the clause of iim- 
licres lihertiua!, lahernarue. Sec the novella 89 and 117. and a Greek 

rescript from Justiniuii lo the bishops (Aleman, p. 41.). 

f I swear by the Father, &c. by the Virj;iu Mary, V>y the four Gospels, 
quas in manihos teneo, and by the lady arcimnecU Michael and Gabriel, 
purara conscientiarn gerinannmqnc scrvitiuin, me .'.orvaturum, Sucratissiinis 
DDNN. Justiniano ct Theodurje conjugi ejus (Novell, viii. ta. in.). VV'ould 
the oath have been binding ill favour of tlie widow ^ Communes tituli 
triumpbi, &c. (Aleman, p. 47, 48.). 

X “ Let greatness own her, and she’s mean no more,” (^c. 

Without Warhurton’s critical telescope, I should never Imve seen, in th^ 'c- 
ncral picture of triumphant vice, any [lersorial allusion to Theodora. 

3H2 



2SW HISTOEV or THE OECtlKE ANH^FALt 

as well as grateful care of her beauty, t|ie luxury the bath 
and table, and the long slumber of the evening and the room- 
ing. Her secret apartments were occupied by the favourite 
w^ornen and eunuchs, whose interests and passions she in-* 
dulged af the <%xpence of justice; the most illustrious 
personages of the state were crow ded into a dark and sultry 
antichamber, and when at last, after tedious attendance, they 
were admitted to kiss the feet of Theodora, they experienced, 
as her humour might suggest, the silent arrogance of an 
empress, or the capricious levity of a comedian. Her rapa- 
cious avarice to accumulate an immense treasure* may be 
excused by the apprehension of her husband’s death, which 
could leave no alternative between ruin and the throne ; and 
fear as well as ambition might exasperate Theodora against 
two generals, who^ during a malady of the emperor, bad 
rashly declared that tliey were not disposed to acquiesce in 
the choice of the capital. But the reproach of cruelty, so 
Tepugnant even to her softer vices, has left an indelible stain 
on the memory of Theodora. Her numerous spies observed, 
and zealously reported, every action, or word, or look, 
injurious to their royal mistress. Whomsoever they accused 
were cast into her peculiar prisons*, inaccessible to the 
inquiries of justice ; and it w as rumoured, that the torture of 
tile rack, or scourge, had been inflicted in tlie presence of a 
female tyrant, insensible to the voice of prayer or of pity f. 
Some of these unhappy victims perished in deep unwhole- 
some dungeons, while others were permitted, after the loss 
of their linibs, tlieir reason, or their fortune, to appear in 
the w’orld the living monuments of her vengeance, which 
was commonly extended to the children of those whom 
she had suspected or injured. The senator, or bishop, 
whose deaih or exile Theodora had pronounced, w’as delivered 
to a trusty messenger, and his diligence was quickened by a 
menace from her own mouth. “ If you fail in the execution 

• Her prisoris, ft labvrintli, a Tartarus (Anccdot. r. 4.), were under the pa- 
lure. Darkness is propitious to cruelty, but il is hkewise hivourable to ca- 
iurnny and ijction. 

t A more |ocular whipping was inflicted on Satnrninus, for presuming to 
say that bis wife, a favourite of the emprets, had not been found 
t^Vuccdot. c. 17.), 
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of THy conniiand.s I swear by him who liveth for ever, tliat 

yo«r skin shall be flayed from your body* * * § /" 

If the creed of Theodora had not been tainted with hereby, 
her cxemplaiy devotion might have atoned, in the opinion ot‘ 
her contemporaries, for pride, avarice, and cruelty. But, if 
she employed her influence to assuage the intolerant fury of 
the emperor, the present age will allow some merit to her 
religion* and much indulgence to her S|>eculative errors f-. 
7’he name of Theodora was introduced, w^ith equal honour, 
in all the pious and ciiaritable foundations of Justinian ; and 
the most benevolent institution of his reign may be ascribed 
to the sympathy of the empress for her less fortunate sisters, 
who had been seduced or compelled to embrace the trade of 
prostitution. A palace, on the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus, 
was converted into a stately and spacious monastery, and u 
liberal maintenance w'as assigned to five hundred women, 
w^ho had been collected from the streets and brothels of Con- 
stantinople. In this safe and holy retreat, they were devoted 
to perpetual confinement ; and the despair of some, who 
threw themselves headlong into the sea, was lost in the 
gratitude of the peuitentwS who had been delivered from sin 
and misery by their generous benefactress X- The prudence 
of Theodora is celebrated by Justinian himself ; and his law^s 
are attributed to the sage counsels of his most reverend wife, 
whom he had received as the gift of the Deity Her 
courage was displayed amidst the tumult of the people arid 
the terrors of the court. Her chastity, from tlie moment of 
her union with Justinian, is founded on the silence of her 
implacable enemies ; and, although the daughter of Acacias 
might be satiated with love, yet some applause is due to the 
firmness of a mind which could sacrifice pleasure and liabit 
to the stronger sense either of duty or interest. The wishes 

* Per viventem iu sic’cula excoriari tc faciarn. Anastasias do Vitis Pont. 
Roman in Vigilio, p, 40, 

t hudowig, p. iol — 166. I give him credit for the charitable at- 
tempt, although he hath not much charity in his temper. 

J Compare the Anecdotes (c, 17.) with the Tifiitices (1. i. c, 9 ') — how di^ 
ferentl v mnv the same tact be stated ! John Malala(tO!n. ii. p. 174, 175. )ol)- 
serves, that on tliis,or a similar occasloo, she released and cl(Kithcd the girls 
whom site had purchased from the stews at five aiirci a-plece. 

§ Novel, viii. 1. An allu.v Ion to Theodora, Her eociuics read the name 
Dasmoaodora (Alcmau. p. oC.J. 
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prayers of Theodora couid never obtaiti the blessing of 
a lawful son, and she buried an infant daughter, the sole oft- 
spring of her marriage •• Notwithstanding this disappoint- 
ment, her donrinTOn was permanent and absolute ; she pre-» 
ficrved, by art or merit, the affections of Justinian ; an(^ 
their seeming difesensions were always fatal lo the courtiers 
who believed them to be sincere. Perhaps her health had 
been impaired by the licentiousness of her youlli ; but it was 
always delicate, and she was directed by her physicians to use 
the Pythian warm baths. In this journey, the empress was 
followed by the praetorian praefeot, the great treasurer, several 
counts and patricians, and a splendid train of four thousand 
attendants: the highways were repaired at her a])proacli; a 
palace was erected for her reception; and as she passed 
through Biihynia, she distributed liberal alms, to the churches, 
the monasteries, and the hospitals, that they might implore 
heaven for the restoration of her health f* * * § At length, in the 
twenty* fourth year of her marriage, and the twenty -second 
of her reign, she was consumed by a cancer ]; ; and the irre- 
parable loss was deplored by \wr husbamJ, who, in the room 
of a tlieatrical prostitute, might have selected the purest 
and most noble virgin of the East§. 

II. A material difference may be observrd in the games of 
antiquity : the most eminent of the Greeks were actors, the 
Romans w ere merely spectators. The Olympic stadium was 
open to wealth, merit, and ambition; and if the candidates 
could depend on their personal skill and activity, they might 
pursue the footsteps of Diomede and Meuelaus, and conduct 

* St. Sabas refused to pray fora son of Tlicodora, lest he should prove an 
liereUc worbcilraii Auasiusmii liiuij)clt\Cyrii in Vit. Si. baba.*,apud Aleman. 
l>. 70. loo.)* 

f See John Mai ala, tom. ii.p, 171. Thcophanes, p. 150. Procopius de 
I'Milic. I. V. c. 3. 

js. J Tlicodorji Chaieetlonensis synodi inimica canccris plaga toto corpore 
perfusa vittnn prodiiiiosc linivit (X'ictor Tununensis in Chroii.). On such 
octusions, uu ouhwlox mind is steeled against pity. Alerniinnus (p. 12, 
13 .) understatuK the ivsTs^i^'q ix«*a»}8?» ofTbtophanes as civil language, which 
flocs not imply cither piety or repemance ; yet two years after her death, 
fit Theodora is celebrated by Paul Silentiarms (in Proem, v. 5S — d2.). 

§ As she f>ersecutc(l the popes, and rtjecied a council, Baronius exhausts 
the names of Eve, Dahia, IienKlias,&c. : after which he lias r(‘ct>ai‘se to bis 
infernal dictionary: eivis infenii— almnua daiinonum— -satanicn agitata 
fcpiriU — aistro pcfcila diabolico, &c. ike (A. D. 5*13, No. 24.). 



OF THE HOMi.K EMHRE* 9*3!^ 

their own horses in the rapid career^* Ten, twenljTf fortf^ 
chariots, were allowed to start at the sarae instant ; ^ crown 
of leaves was the reward of the victor : and his fame, with 
that of hisjamily and country, w^as chaunted in lyric strains 
more durable than monuments of brass and marble. But a 
senator, or even a citizen, conscious of his dignity, would 
have blushed to expose his person or his horses in the circus 
of Eome. The games were exhibited at the expence of the 
republic, the magistrates, or the emperors : but the reins wem 
abandoned to servile hands; and if the profits of a favourite 
charioteer sometimes exceeded those of an advocate, they 
must be considered as the effects of popular extravagance, 
and the high wages of a disgraceful profession. The race, 
in its first institution, was a simple contest of two chariots, 
whose drivers were distinguished by whiie and red liveries; 
tjvo additional colours, a light grer//, and a caerulean hlue^ 

ere afterwards introduced : and as the races were repeated 
twenty live times, one hundred chariots contributed in the 
same day to the pomp of the circus. Tlte fourfactions soon 
aw^uired a legal establishment, and a mysterious origin, and 
their fanciful colours were derived from the various appear^ 
ances of nature in the four seasons of the year; the red dog- 
star of summer, the snows of winter, the deep shades of 
autumn, and the cheerful verdure of the spring f. Another 
interpretation preferred the elements to the seasons, and the 
struggle of the green and blue was supposed to represent the 
conflict of ihe earth and sea. Their respective victories 
announced cither a plentiful harvest or a prosperous naviga- 
tion, and the hostility of the husbandmen and mariners waai 
somewhat kss absurd than the blind ardour of the Roman 
people, who devoted their lives and fortunes to the colour 
which they had espoused. Such.folly was disdained and in- 

V Bieftd and feei the xxiiid book of the Iliad, a living picture of manners, 
passions, and the whole form and spirit of tlie cljariot race. Wc 9 l% Disser- 
tatiim on tite Olympic Gurries (sect, xii — xvii.) atfords much carious and 
autbeotic mforiiuKiuiL 

f The four colours, alBtUi, russati, pr^sini, veneti, represent the four 
seasons, accord^ to Cas9iodorius(Var. iii. ^l ), wiio lavishes rmicb wit and 
eloquence on this theatrical mysterr. Ot tliese colours, tlie thiee first may 
be lairly traaslated red, and green. Venetun is explained by c^ertf* 

/eiM, a word various and vague ; it is proaedy the sky reflected in the sea ; 
but custom aod conventence may allow ilue as au equivalent (ilohert. Ste- 
phan. sab voce. Spence's Folymeus, p. 
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4iilgecl by the wisest prittces ; but the names of Calig«ia, 
Nero, Vitellius, Vems, Comtnodus, Caracalla, and Efega- 
balUF, Were etirollcd in the blue or green factions of the 
ciretiis : they ftecjuented their stables, applauded their favour- 
ites, chastised their antagonists, and deserved the esteem of 
the populace, by the natural or affected imitation of their 
manners. 1'he bloody and tumultuous contest continued to 
disturb the public festivity, till the last age of the spectacles 
of Rome ; and Theodoric, from a motive of justice or affec- 
tion, interposed his authority to protect the greens against 
the violence of a consul and a patrician, who were passionately 
addicted to tlie blue faction of the circus ♦. 

Constantinople adopted the follies, though not the virtues, 
of ancient Rome ; and the same factions which had agitated 
tlie circus, raged with redoubled fury in the hippodrome. 
Under the reign of Anastasius, this popular frenzy was in- 
flamed by religious zeal; and the greens, who had treache- 
rously concealed stones and daggers under baskets of fruit, 
massacred, at a solemn festival, three thousand of their blue 
adversaries f. From the capitiil, this pestilence was diffused 
into the provinces and cities of the East, and the sportive dis- 
tinction of two colours produced two strong and irreconcile- 
able factions, wliich shook the foundations of a feeble govern- 
ment The popular dissensions, founded on the rrmst 
serious interest, or holy pretence, have scarcely equalled the 
obstinacy of this wanton discord, which invaded the peace of 
families, divided friends and brothers, and tempted the female 
sex, though seldom sej^n ia the circus, to espouse the inclina- 
tions of their lovers, or to contradict the wishes of their 
husbands. Every law, cither humah or divine, was trampled 
under foot, and as long as the party was successful, its deluded 
followers api)eared careless of private distress or public 

• Sec OnuphriusPanvinius dcLiulisCircensibus, 1. 1 . c. 10, 11.; thexvikh 
Anuotatitu) oft Mii^cous History ot'ilic Geimuus; aud Aleman, ad. c. vii. 

t AliurccUiiu io C’hioa. p- 47. Jn^cad oi'ihe vulgar word vmeia, he u.ses 
the more exquisite tcrni> of cdtruka and atrenlh. Baronius (A. D. 501, No 4, 
5,0.) is satisfied tluit Ute blues were orthodox; but Tiilemont is angry at 
the supposition, and will not allow any niurtyi's in u playhouse (Hist, dca 
Emp. tom. vi. p, 554.). 

i See Procopius;, Persic 1. i. C. 24. In describing the of tlie factions 
and of tile government, the pubik, is not more favourable tbaii the tecret 
historian. Aleman, (p. 26.) lias quoted a fine passage from Gregory Nazjtn- 
icn, wliich proves the iuvetci’uc/ of the evil. 
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TIm )w:ease, wilhant the hwe4on[, «( 

••emtve^ at Aatiecb aa4 C(MMt»nti»«p)«» aad the 
ef • faction became neceesarji to every ceodiflate. fyr or 
•cdeeiasiical honours. A secisetatUu^mat to the faiMly or 
sect of AiuBtaaioa wti« imputed to the gtotos; Uxe blufie 
vere zealoasly devoted to the cause orthodoxy and dwftt- 
and their grateful patron protefited> above hve.yeam> 
the disorders of a factiooj whose aeasooabie tHtBjj)UoM»uwed 
the palace, the seniUe,^ and. the eapitak of the Bast. Ijmo- 
lesat with royai favour, the bluet ad^cled to strike terror by a 
pecttiiar and barbaric dress> the long bak of the Hons* dieir 
close sleeves aad ample garments,, a lofty step, and a toia^ous 
voice. In the day they- couched their twonedged poyuards, 
but in the night they boldly assembled in arms, and in on* 
lueroHS bands, prepared fee every act of ,«i(dein.ce and raptoO’ 
Thek adversaries of the greeo faction, or even incNffitsi^ve 
citizens, were stripped and. o&en mniderod, by these, noetiinial 
vobhers, and it became dangerous to vear. any gold buttoos or 
girdks, or to appear at a late hour in the streets of a peace- 
ful capital. A dating spirit, rising wkh bnpnnity, psoeeeded 
to violate the safeguard of private .houses $ m>d Ike waaetm- 
ployed to facilitate the auaek, or to .conceal the ciumm of 
these factious rioters. No place was safe or sacred from th«ir 
depredations ; to gratify either avaiice .er reyeuge^thc^. pro- 
fusely spilt die blood of tbe innocent ; churches and altars 
vrere polluted by atrocious murders ; and k was tbe bpast of 
the assassins, that their dexterity could’ always infdiet. a mor- 
tal wound with a single stroke of dtek dagger. I'hedissolute 
youth o£ Constantinople adopted the blue Hv.ery of disorder; 
the laws u'ere silent, and the bonds of society were rdteed : 
creditors were compelled to resign their obligations ; judges 
to reverse their sentence; masters to enikanchiae-thiair skn'es; 
fatljer? tp.suppl;^ the extijavugance of tbeir children noble 
matrons were prostituted to the lusbof theit seevants^, baauti- 
ful boys were torn from the a«B? of thek purepts.;, gnd wiyps, 
unless they prefsu»d a. voluotury 4afdh„ w.are: rariahod ut die 
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presence of their husbands*. The despair of the greens^ who 
were persecuted by their enemies, and deserted by the magis* 
trate, assumed the privilege of defence, perhaps of retaliation : 
but those who survived the combat, were dragged to exe- 
cution, and the unhappy fugitives escaping to woods and ca- 
verns, preyed without mercy on the society from whence they 
were expelled. Those ministers of justice who had courage 
to punish the crimes, and to brave the resentment of the 
blues, became the victims of their indiscreet zeal ; a prsefeet 
of Constantinople ded for refuge to the holy sepulchre, a 
count of the East was ignominiously whipped, and a gover- 
nor of Cilicia was hanged, by the order of Theodora, on the 
tomb of two assassins whom he had condemned for the mur- 
der of his groom, and a daring attack upon his own lifef. 
An aspiring candidate may be tempted to build his greatness 
on the public confusion, but it is the interest as well as duty 
of a sovereign to maintain the authority of the laws. The 
first edict of Justinian, which was often repeated, and some- 
times executed, announced his firm resolution to support the 
innocent, and to chastise the guilty of every denomination 
and colour. Yet the balance of justice was still inclined in 
favour of the blue faction, by the secret affection, the habits, 
and the fears of the emperor ; his equity, after an apparent 
struggle, submitted, without reluctance, to the implacable 
passions of Theodora, and the empress never forgot, or for- 
gave, the injuries of the comedian. At the accession of the 
younger Justin, the proclamation of equal and rigorous jus- 
tice indirectly condemned the partiality of the former reign. 

Ye blues, Justinian is no more! ye greens, he is still 
‘^alive+l" 


. • A wife (says Procopius), who was sdxed and almost ravished by a blue 

. threw herself into the Bosphorus. '1‘lic bishops of the second Syria 

(Aleman, p. ! 26 .) deplore a similar suicide, the guilt or glory of female 
‘ chastity, and name the heroine. 

t The doubtful credit of Procopius (Anccdot. c. 17.) is supported by 
the less partial Evacrius, who confirms the fact, and specifies the names. 

' . The tragic late of the pnefect of Constantinople is related by John Malala 
(tom. ii. p. 130.). 

1 See John Malala (tom. ii. p. 147.); yet he owns that Justinian was at- 
tached to the blues. The seeming discord of the emperor and Theodora, 
^ is perhaps v^wed with too much jealousy and refinement by Procopius 
I Ancedph c; lb,). See Alemato. Praefat. p. Q, 
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A sedition, which almost latd Constantinople in ashes, ^a$ 
excited by the mijitual hatred and momentary reconciliatioil^ 
of the two factions* In the fifth year of his reign, Justiniaa 
celebrate# the festival of the ides of January: the*gainefle^ 
were incessantly disturbed by the clamorous discontent of the 
greens ; till the twenty-second race, the emperor maintained 
his silent gravity ; at length, yielding to his impatience, he 
condescended to hold, in abrupt sentences, and by the voice 
of a cryer, the most singular dialogue ♦ that ever passed be- 
tween a prince and his subjects. Their first complaints were 
respectful and modest ; they accused the subordinate minis- 
ters of oppression, and proclaimed their wishes for the long 
life and victory of the emperor. Be patient and attentive, 
ye insolent railers!” exclaimed Justinian; be mute, ye 
Jews, Samaritans, and Manichaeans !** The greens still 
attempted to awaken his compassion. We are poor, we 
are innocent, we Jirc injured, we dare not pass through the 
streets: a general persecution is exercised against our 
name and colour. Let us die, O emperor ! but let us die 
by your command, and for your service !” But the repe- 
tition of partial and passionate mvectives degraded, in their 
eyes, the majesty of the purple ; they renounced allegiance 
to the prince who refused justice to his people; lamented 
that the father of Justinian had been born ; and branded his 
son with the opprobrious names of an homicide, an ass, and 
a perjured tyrant. Do you despise your lives?** cried the 
indignant monarch : the blues rose with fury from their 
seats; their hostile clamours thundered in the hippodrome; 
and their adversaries, deserting the unequal contest, spi^ead 
terror and despair through the streets of Constantinople. Ajt 
this dangerous moment, seven notorious assassins of both 
factions, who had been condemned by the praefect, were 
carried round the city, and afterwards transported to the 
place of execution in the suburb of Pera. Four were imme- 
diately beheaded ; a fifth was banged : but when the same 
punishment was inflicted on the remaining two, the rope 

* This dialogue, which Theophancs has preserved, exhibits the popular 
language, as well as the manners, of Constantinople in the vilh century. 
Their Greek is mingled with many strange and barbaroui words, for whi^ 
Ducange cannot always find a meaning or etymology. 

2 I 2, 
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hole) tfwy fill tKre to tli« tlte 

llieir ewape) mod tiie nteoKk of St. Goiio*> ksBiii|lrMi 
nei^boOriMgconteiht) tiMiO In a boot to th€ 

amrj of the tdiutch*. At one of these cfitninsb lies Of ihe 
W4e, and the other of the green litery, the two firttloot wetO 
«t|indlj ptoToked by the crochy of their opptessttf, or the 
ilgratitnde of their patniit; and a short ttnOe was OoWOleded 
till they had delivered llieir prisoners, bnd satisfied their 
▼eoge. The palace of the prscfect, who withstood tlse sedi* 
tiova tofreut, was instantly burnt, his officers and gti«rds tWtrfe 
msswred, the prisons were forced open, and IVeedMk was 
restored to those who eoaid only tise it for the public do^ 
atroetion^ A' military ftirce, which had been dispatched to 
the aid of the civil magistrate, was fiercely ehCOnttieced by 
an armed multitude, whose numbers and boldness cotrtifitially 
Mcreased; and the Herali, the wildest Barbarians in the 
service of the empire, 'overtnrned the priests and their relics, 
which, from a pious motive, had been rashly interposed to 
separate the bloody conflict. The tumult was exasperated 
by this sacrilege, the people fought with enthusiasm in the 
cause of God ; the women, from the roofs and windows, 
showered stones on the heads of the soldiers ; who darted 
firebrands against the houses ; and the various flames, which 
bad been kindled by the hands of citizens and strangers, 
spread without control over the face of the citj'. The fcOn- 
fiagration involved the cathedral of St. Sophia, the luilhs of 
Zeuxippus, a part of the palace from the first entrance to the 
altar of Mars, and the long portico from the palace to the 
forum of Constantrne; a large hospital, with the sick patients, 
was consumed ; many churches and stately edifices were de- 
stroyed, and an immense treasure of gold and silver was either 
■salted or lost. From such scenes of horror and distress, the 
wise and wealthy citizens escaped over the Bosphorus to the 
Asiatic hMc ; and during five days Constantinople was aban- 
doned to ^ factions, whose watch- word, Nika, vaitqmk! 
baa given a name to this memorable sedition t* 

k Sratlils’churr* ttObaiteiy In DucanW, C. i». ttrlsHana,'!. iv. 
f. ! 89 . 

^ + The-MMoiy Of tbe Jfi&a 'sedition w extracted float MarcetUaus (in 
Cbron.), Procopius i^rsifct 1. i. ftTS®.), Join Malala (toin. ii. p. alS— 
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'Aftkig wete dmded| thelriiiiil{^M%iiltt|r 

mid d«8|Mittdiiig gt^een^i appeared ta behold Whk ihe.tiMiiir 
itidifiereiioe tlie disorders of die itate. Tbej agreed ^ mu^ 
eiire the <!brrttpt mmnagement of jusiice and the fiaaRce^ 
the two re«poa4Ue minisierB, tke ariftil Tribonaiifii and lliar 
mpBsiom John of Cappadooiai were loudly arraigned as ttm 
authors of the public mkery. The peaceful iiiumiunt af <1^ 
people would have been disregarded : they were heard With 
iWM^et when the city was in flames | the qusestor^ uild thf 
prisiWl^ Were instantly removed, and their offices were fllled 
by two senators of blameless integrity* After this popular 
concession, Justinian proceeded to the liippoclitlme to con^ 
fess his own etrors, and to accept the rep^tsnce of hit 
grateful subjects ; but they distrusted his assurances, thott]^ 
solemnly pronounced in the presence of the holy gospels J 
and the empercur, alarmed by their distrust, retreated With 
precipitation to the strong fortress of the palace. The dbsti* 
Racy of the tumult was how imputed to a secret and 4tnbi* 
tious conipiracy, and a suspicion was entertained, that ihit 
insurgents, more especially the green faction, had been Sup- 
plied with iirms and money by Hjpatius and Pofflpay, Iw4 
patricians, who could neither forget with honour, nor rOfUeril* 
ber with safety, that they were the nephews of the ettipcrof 
Anastasius. Capriciously trusted, disgraced, and pardoiled, 
by the jealous levity of the monarch, they had appeiw#d ad 
loyal servants before the throne ; and, during flve days of the 
tumult, they were detained important hosUigasjf till Ut 
length, the fears of Justinian prevailing over his prUtlence, 
be viewed the two brothers in the light of spies, perhaps of 
assassins, and sternly commanded them to depart from the 
palace* After a fruitless lepreseatation, titot obedience 
might lead to involtmtary treason, they retired to iheif 
houses, and in the iwamkig of the siRtb day Hypatias was 
•Ritoutided and seized by the people, who, regardless of bis 
virtuous resistunce, and the tears of bis wife, transported 
their favourim to die forutti of Coustasitiiie, and insioad of A 
diadem, placed a ric^ collar on his head. If (he usotper, 
who afterumidi pleaded the merit of brs delay, bad complied 

aia.), ChroQ. Paachal. (p, 355— Z4O0» Tbeoobaudi (Ckcawipipk p. 
aai Zoaarss (I xlv, p 
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with the advice of hfe senate, and urged the fury of the mul- 
titude, their first irresistible effort might have oppresserl or 
expelled his trembling competitor. The Byzantine palace 
enjoyed a free communication with the sea; vessels'iay ready 
at the garden stairs; and a secret resolution was already 
formed, to convey the emperor with his family and treasures 
td i safe retreat, at some distance from the capital. 

Justinian was lost, if the prostitute whom he raised from 
the theatre had not renounced the timidity, as well as the 
virtues, of her sex. In the midst of a council, where Beli- 
sahus was present, Theodora alone displayed the spirit of an 
hero; and she al6ne, without apprehending his future hatred, 
could save the emperor from the imminent danger, and his 
unworthy fears. If flight,” said the consort of JustiniaU, 
were the only means of safety, yet I should disdain to fly. 
Death is the condition of our birth : but they who have 
** reigned should never survive the loss of dignity and do- 
minion. I implore heaven, that I may never be seen, not 
a day, without my diadem and purple; that I may no 
longer behold the light, when I cease to be saluted with 
the name of queen. If you resolve, O Cassar! to fly, you 
have tieasures; behold the sea, you have ships; but 
tremble lest the desire of life should expose you to 
wretched exile and ignominious death. For my own part, 
** I adhere to the maxim of antiquity, that the throne is a 
glorious sepulchre.” The firmness of a woman restored 
the courage to deliberate and act, and courage soon disco- 
vers the resources of the most desperate situation. It was an 
easy and a decisive measure to revive the animosity of the 
factions; the blue were astonished at their own guilt and 
folly, that a trifling injury should provoke them to conspire 
with their implacable enemies against a gracious and liberal 
benefactor; they again proclaimed the majesty of Justinian, 
and the greens, with tlieir upstart emperor, w^rte left alone 
in live hippodrome. The fidelity of the guards was' doubtful ; 
but the military force of Justinian consisted in three fho«&ud 
veterans, who had been trained to valour and disci^tline in the 
Persian and Ulyrian wars. Under the commandx>f Belkarius 
and iVlundus, they silently marched in two divisions from the 
palace, forced their obscure way through narrow passages. 
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€\|;»iring flamesj and falliog edifices^ and burat opeii at the 
same moment the two opposite gales of the hippodrome. l|i 
this narrow space^ the disorderly and affrighted crowd was 
incapablevof resisting on either side, a firm and regular attack; 
the blues signalized the fury of their repentance ; and it is 
computed that above thirty thousand persons were slain ui 
the merciless and promiscuous carnage of the day. Hypa* 
tius was dragged from his throne, and conducted with bis 
brother Pompey to tlie feet of the emperor : they implored 
his clemency ; but their crime was manifest, their innocence 
uncertain, and Justinian had been too much terrified to for- 
give. The next morning the two nephews of Anastasius, with 
. eighteen illustrious accomplices, of patrician or consular rank, 
were privately executed by the soldiers; their bodies were 
thrown into the sea, their palaces razed, and their fortunes 
confiscated. The hippodrome itself was condemned, during 
several years, to a mournful silence : with the restoration of 
the games, the same disorders revived ; and the blue and 
green factions continued to afflict the reign of Justinian, and 
to disturb the tranquillity of the Eastern empire*. 

III. That empire, after Rome was barbarous, still em- 
braced the nations whom she had conquered beyond the 
lladriatic, and as far as the frontiers of ^Ethiopia and Persia. 
Justianiaii reigned over sixty-four provinces, and nine hun- 
dred and thirty-five cities t ; his dominions were blessed by 
nature with the advantages of soil, situation, and climate : 
and the impiovemenis of human art had been perpetually 
diffused along the coast of the Meditenanean and the banks 
of the Nile, from ancient Troy to the Egyptian Thebes. 
Abraham J had been relieved by the well-known plenty of 
Egypt; the same country, a small and populous tract, was 


• Marcellinus says in general terms, inniimeris popiilis in circo trUci- 
datis. Procopius numbr iJ0,O()O victims: and the .V;,000 of rheophancs 
are swelled to 40,000 by the more recem Zonaras. Such is the usual pro* 
gress of exaggeration. 

t Hiefodcs, a contemporary of Justinian, composed his 
(Itineraria, p. 6J1.), or review of the eastern provinces and cities, before 
the year 535 (Wesseling in Praefat. and Not. ad p, d'iS, &c.). 

J See the book of Genesis (xii. 10.), and the administratton of Joseph. 
The annaU of the Greeks and Hebrews agree in the early arts and plenty 
of Aigypt I but this antiquity supposes a long series of improvements : and 
Warburton, ^ho is almost stifled by the Hebrew, calls aloud for the Sa* 
xnarium chnpuoioisy (Uirine Legatioo, vol. iii. p. &c.). 
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Mill oapat^te of hm4lrtl 9md mMj 

<{iiiiftori of wlieot for the use of CoiiflMiiiio|ilot^; 
and the oafncol of Juttioiaa was sop[>li#d wkh the mMvxtm* 
tHiOf of ISktoa, fifteefl oeoturies after liiejr had cheen eflo» 
hnued in the {^ea>s of Homer f. The aimua) powers of 
wegetatioB, instead of being cxhansled hf iwo ibotisand 
harvests^ were renewed and invigorated by riidifel hnsbandry^ 
irch manure^ and seasonable repose. The breed of domestic 
animiils was iniinitely multiplied. Plantations, buildings, 
and the instruments of labour and luxury, whkdi are more 
dumbM than the term of human life, were accumnlatod by 
ibe care of successive generations. Tradition preserved, 
1 ^ experience sitnpliAed, the bumble practice of the m^is : 
tociely was enriclied by the division of labeui: and the faci* 
lity of exchange ; and every Koman was lodged, clothed, 
and subsisted, by the industry of a thousand bands. The 
invention of the loom and distaff has been piously ascFil)ed 
lo the gods. In every age, a variety of animal and vege- 
table productions, hair, skins, wool, flax, cotton, and at 
length silk, have been skilfully inanufectured to hide or 
adorn the human body; they were stained with an infusion 
of peripari ent colours ; and the pencil was successfully em- 
ployed to improve the labours of tl>e loom. In the choice 
of those colours I which imitate the beauties of nature, the, 
freedom of taste and fashion was indulged ; but the deep 
purple § which the Pho^iiiciatis extracted from a sliell-iish, 
was restrained to the sacred person and palace of the em- 

^ £j];ht miliioa^; 9 f ^pisU; modii, besides of 80,000 aurei 

for the expenccs of water carriage, from which the. subject was graciously 
rxcusctt. Sec the xiiith Edict of Jxistinian : the mimbers ar« checked and 
iwrilu»d*>y dta J^gwenjciit of the ^ wvk and Wti» tjMcts. 

t Homer’s Iliad, vi. 289* These veils, wi^Xoi wafiTotjiiXo^ were the 
work of the Sktonian women. But this passage is more honourable to the 
ttiafuifrctut'es than to the navigatkHi of rbeenipia, from whence they ^ad 
)^n imported to Troy in Pfirvgian bottoms. 

}See in Ovid (de Arte Amandi, hi. «d9. &c-) a poefleal list of twrfve 
colours borrowed from flowers, the elements, &c. But it is ahnost impos- 
^ aiJ|ie4o^dtscrimrfMitj9 by woods aii dio nice aad various shades both of art 

S By the^dwcuveiy of oocbhieah fee. we far suopaaa the colonre of aiiti> 
ipiity. Their voyai ^rple had a strong smell, and a dark cast as deep as 
bullfs> blood*9-iobacaim rubens (savs Cassiodoriiis, Var. 1, €w) uigredo 
aangduea. The [iresUmil<^tiet^<^igiRe dm> et des Arts, pareii. 
J: ii'e. p. ld4^hV.> wifliantuae aadsjitisff the reader, I doubt whe* 
thei his booh%e>pecialiyJal^kiiM^is m-we2iimo|r%aaj4^dM^^ 
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jjeror )»>luid <ii»>fkettdties of tKaaon wre 4^o«iiced sgwiiit 
the ambitioAc Mibj^ts, who dared to usurp tbe 

of tlie throne ♦. «v 

I need got explain that silk f is originally spun from ttm* 
howels of a caterpillar, and that it composes the golden 
tomb from whence a worm emerges in the form of a butter^ 
fiy* Till tbe reign of Justinian, the silk-worms who feed 
on the leaves of the white mulberry-tree, were confined to 
China; those of the pine, the oak, and the ash, were com* 
mow in the forces both of Asia and Europe; but as ihbir 
education is more difficult, and their produce more nn* 
certain, they were generally neglected, exxept in the little 
island of Ceos, near the coast of Attica. A thin gauze was 
procured from their webs, and this Cean manufacture, the 
invention of a woman, for female use, was long admired 
both in the East and at Rome. Whatever suspicions may 
be raised by the garments of the Medes and Assyrians, 
Virgil is the most ancient writer, who expressly mentions 
the soft wool which w'as combed from the trees of the 
Seres or Chinese and this natural error, less marvellous 
than the truth, was slowly corrected by the knowledge 
of a valuable insect, the first artificer of the luxury of 
nations. That rare and elegant luxury was censured, in 
the reign of Tiberius, by the gravest of the Romans; 
and Pliny, in affected though forcible language, has con- 
demned the thirst of gain, which explored the last confines 
of the earth, for the pernicious purpose of exposing to 

• Historical proofs of this jealousy have been occasionally introduced, 
and many more might have l>een added : but the arbitrary acts of despo* 
tism were justified by the sober and general declarations of law (Codex 
'1 beodosian. 1 . x. tiu 31. leg. S. Codex Justinian. 1. xi. tit. S. legi 5.). 
An inglorious permission, and necessary restriction, was applied to the 
mimtCf tbe female dancers (Cod. I'beod^. 1, xv. tit. 7. J 1.). 

t In the history of insects (far more wonderful than Ovid's Metamor- 
phoses) the silk'Worm holds a conspicuous place. The bombyx of (be isle 
of Ceos, as described by Pliny (Hist Natur. xi. 27. with tbe notes of 
the two learned Jesuits, Hardouin and Brolier), may be illustrated by ^ 
similar species in China (Memoires sur les Cbinois, tom. ii. p. 576-*dp8-) : 
but our silk'Worm, as well as the white mulberry*tree, were unknown CO 
'rheophraspis and Pliny. 

J ii. 121. Serica cmando venerint in usum planissime non 

scb$ msi^r tamen in Jnlii Csssarii aevo, nam ante non invenio, sayi 
JusUi» Ltpsius (Excursus L ad Tadt AonaL ii. d2.)* ^ Catsiua 
(h acllp, p. S5S. edit* fieimar), and i^usanias (JL vi. p. 519.), tfie fiiat who 
iimctmmf. bomm itrangtsiy, tbe ^«ric inaeot# 

VoL. V, £ K 
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ill public naked draperies and transpiifeot rnmots*. 
A^^rfess Wbich ^ewed the turn of the limbs, and colour of 
jthe skin, ml^lit gratify vanity, or prfavoke desire^ the silks 
whjcjh had be^n closely woven in China, were sometimes an- 
j^avellcd by the Phoenician women, and the precious materials 
were thultiplied by a looser texture, and the intermixture of 
ftrfen thrcadsf. Two hundred years after the age of Pliny, 
the u^ of pure or even of mixed silks was confined to the 
fet|tale sex, till the opulent citizens of Rome and the pro- 
vinces Were insensibly familiarized with the example of Eta- 
^abalus, the first who, by this effeminate habit, had sullied 
the dignity of an emperor and a man. Aurelian complained, 
tltat a pound of silk was sold at Rome for twelve ounces of 
gold; but the supply increased with the demand, and the 
price diminished with the supply. If accident or monopoly 
sometimes raised the value even above the standard of Aurc- 
lian, the manufacturers of Tyre and IViytns were sometimes 
compelled, by the operalian of the stmie causes, to content 
themselves with a ninth part of that extravagant ratej. A 
law was thought ne cessary to di>criniinale the dress of come- 
dians from that of senators; and of the silk exported from 
its native country, the far greater part was consumed by the 
subjects of Justinian. They were still more intimately ac- 
<|uainted with a shell-fish of the Me-diterranean, surnamed 
the silk-worm of the sea: the fine wool or hair by which 
the mother-of-pearl affixes itself to the rock, is now manu- 
factured for curiosity ratl>er than use; and robe obtained 
from the same singular materials, was the gift of the Roman 
emperor to the satraps of Armenia 

• Taai loii};iiiq«o orbe petitar, at in publico matrona transluc«?at . . . , 
ut dtnudet fticininas vestis IMiii. vi. yo. xi. ^r.). Varro and Publius Syrus 
had already played on the I’o^a vitrea, rentus tcxills, and nebula linea 
(Horat. Sermon, i. 2. lOl. 'with the notes of lorrcntius and Dacier). 

t On the texture, colours, names, and use of the silk, half slik, and 
lines garments of antiquity,, see the profound, difl'use, and obscure rc- 
aeaifl^i of the great Salniasius (in llist. August, p. T27. SOOtSlO. 330. 
341 , 348* 344. 388 — 391. 395, 513.), who was ignorant of the mpst com- 
mon trades of Dijon or Leyden. 

J Flarius Voptscus in Aurelian. c. 45. in Hist. August, p. 884, $ee 
Sdtnaiius ad Htst. Aug. p. 398. and PUnian. Exercitat. in Soltnutn, p. 
694,4105. The Anecdotes of Procopius (c. 85.) state a partial and im- 
perfect rate of die t^iee of silk in tlie time of J ustinian* 

, I Procm^ de Edif. I iii. c. I. These pmnet dt nttr are found iieur 
Smyrna, Sicily, Corsica, and Minorca; and a pair oi glam of their lilk 
was presented to Eopc Benedict XI V', 
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> A val^ble merchandize of small bulk is ciftpftW^ pf djs- 
*Vaying the expence of Und carriage ^ and tbecarEvani tra- 
versed tlie whole latitude of Asia in two hundred and fditj- 
t^ree da^is from the Chinese ocean td the sea-coast of S^tii. 
Silk was iimnediatelj* delivered to the Romans by tlie Per- 
sian merchants*, who frequented the fairs of Armenia and 
Nisibis: but this trade, which in the intervals of truce was 
oppressed by avarice and Jealousy, was totally interrupted 
by the long wars of the rival monarchies. The great king 
might proudly number Sogdiana, and even Serica% among 
the provinces of his empire; but his real dominibu was 
bounded by the Oxus, and his useful intercourse with the 
Sogdoites, beyond the river, depended on the pleasure of 
their conquerors, the white Huns, and the Turks, who suc- 
cessively reigned over that industrious people. Yet the 
most savage dominion has not extirpated the seeds of agri- 
culture aud commerce, in a region which is celebrated 
one ot the iour garderts of Asia; the cities of Samarcand 
and Bochaia are advantageously seated for the exchange of 
its various productions ; and their merchants purchased from 
the Chinese f the raw or manufactured silk which they 
transported into Persia for the use of the Roma^ empire. 
In the vain capital of China, the Sogdian caravans were en- 
tertained as the suppliant embassies of tributary kingdoms, 
and if they returned in safety, the bold adventure was re- 
warded with exorbitant gain. But the difficult and perilous 
march Irom Samarcand to the first town bf Shensi, could 
not be performed in less than sixty, eighty, or one hutidi^ed 
days: as -soon as they had passed the Jazartes, they entered 

t 

• Procopius Persic. 1. i, c. 20. 1. ii. c. 25. Gothic. 1. iv*. c. 17. Me- 
nander in Excerpt. Lcgat, p. 107. Of the Parthian or Persian tanpire, 
Isidore of Cbarax (in Stathmis Partliicis |>*7, 8. in Hudson, Gcoj;raph. 
Mitior. tom, ii.) lias marked the roads, and Afmmianus and Marcelliiius 
(1. xxiii. c. 6. p. 400 has enumerated the provinces. 

t The blind admiration of the Jesuits confounds the different periods 
of the Chinese bisto^. They are more critically distinguislK»d de 
Gaignes (Hist, des Buns, tom. i. part i. in the 'I'able^j part ii. in the G«i>- 
gip^hjr. Memoires de I’Acadeniic dcs Inscriptiont;, tom. locxii. xxxvi. 
xlii, leliii.}, who discovers tbe giadual progress of the truth of the ^ntls 
aijd the extent of the monarchy, till the Christian sera. He bas ’mreiltfd, 
with a curious eye, tbe conneettons of the Chinese with die natieffwi ot‘ die 
West; but these conneciiosiB are slight, c^uab and ob^t^l Wdr Adlhe 
tfoiha^ entertain a suspicion th^ the Seres pi SitjfflS pdssfmed 
Vdtln^rior toffieif own. u . ^ 

2K2 
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desert; and the wandering hords, nnless they are re- 
atrained t>y arcpies and garrisons, have always considered the 
citiaen and ttie traveuer as the objects of lawful rapine. To 
escape the Tartar robbers^ and the tyrants of Persia, the 
pUk caravans explored a more southern road ; they traversed 

mountains of Thibet^ descended the streams of the 
(ranges or the Indus, and patiently expected, in the ports 
of Guzerat and Malabar, the annual fleets of the West 
But the dangers of the desert were found less intolerable 
than tfil, hunger, and the loss of time; the attempt was 
seldom renewed, and the only European who has passed 
that unfrequented way, applauds his own diligence^ that in 
nine months after his departure from Pekin, he reached the 
mouth of the Indus. The ocean, however, was open to the 
free? communication of mankind. From the great river to 
the tropic of Cancer, the provinces of China were subdued 
and civilized by the emperors of the North; they were filled 
about the time of the Christian aera wfith cities and men, 
mulberry-trees and their precious inhabitants; and if the 
Chinese, wdth the knowledge of the compass, had possessed 
the genius of the Greeks or Phoenicians, they might have 
spread their discoveries over the southern hemisphere. I 
am not qualified to examine, and I am not disposed to be- 
lieve, their distant voyages to the Persian gulf, or the Cape 
of Good Hope : but their ancestors might equal the labours 
an|d success of the present race, and the sphere of their na- 
vigatioo might extend from the isles of Japan to the streights 
of Malacca, the pillars. If we may apply that name, of an 
Oriental Hercules f. Without losing sight of land, they 
might sail along the coast to the exti'eme promontory of 
AcHtn, which is annually visited by ten or twelve ships laden 
wilh tbo productions, the manufactures, and even the arti- 

^ Tbe roads from China to Persia and Hindostan may be investigated 
In lie relations of Hackiuvt and 'Fhevenot (the ambassadors of Sharokb, 
Anthony Jenkinson, the rere Greuber, See, See likewise Han way’s Tra- 
vel^ voi. i. A communication th|pugb Thibet has been 

him explored. by tfce fijugnsh sovereigns of Bengaff 

t the CmiiiBatnav^atioo Malacca and Acbina perhaps to Ceylon, 

•ee fteaaaaot {on tht tw|| Mahometan Travellers, p. $—11. 13—17. 141 
Danapi^r (vol, il p. Hist. Philosophiquc dm deux 

Iddes (tom. i. 4|id the |Itst Gchera]ci in voyages (torn* TU 
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ficers, of China; the island of Samatra and the opposite 
peninsula^ are faintly delineated ^ as the regions of gold 
and silver; and the trading cities named in the geography 
of Ptolemy^ may indicate^ that this wealth was not solely 
derived from the mines. The direct interval between Su« 
matra sfcd Ceylon is about three hundred leagues; the 
Chinese and Indian navigators were conducted by the flight 
of birds and periodical winds, and the ocean might be se* 
curely traversed in square built ships, which, instead of iron^ 
were sewed together with the strong thread of the cocoa* 
nut. Ceylon, Serendib, or Taprobana, was divided between 
two hostile princes ; one of whom possessed the mountain^ 
the ele^phants, and the luminous carbuncle, and the other 
enjoyed the more solid riches of domestic industry, foreign 
trade, and the capacious harbour of Trinquemale, which re* 
ceived and dismissed the fleets of the East and West. In 
this hospitable isle, at an equal distance (as it was computed) 
from their respective countries, the silk merchants of China^ 
who had collected in their voyages aloes, cloves, nutmeg, 
and santal wood, maintained a free and beneficial commerce 
with the inhabitants of the Persian gulf. The subjects of 
the great king exalted, without a rival, his power and mag* 
iiificence; and the Roman, who confounded their vanity by 
comparing his paltry coin with a gold medal of the emperor 
Anastasius, had sailed to Ceylon in an Ailhiopian ship, as w 
simple passenger t* 

As silk became of indispensable use, the emperor Justi* 
nian saw, with concern, that the Persians had occupied by 
land and sea the monopoly of this important supply, cfnd 
that the wealth of his subjects was continually drained by w 

* The knowIcde:e, or rather ignorance, of Strabo, Pliny, Ptolemy, 
Arrian, Marcian, &c. of the countries eastward of Cape Comorin, is finely 
illustrated by d’Anville (Antiquity Geographique de I’lnde. especially 
p. 161 — 198 .). Our geography of India is improved by c ommerce and 
conquest i and has been illustrated by the excellent maps and memoi* 
of major Rennel. If he extends the sphere of his inquiries with same 
critiau knowledge and sagacity, he will succeed, and may surpass, the first 
of modem geographers. 

f The 'I'aprobalt of Pliny (vi. 24.), Solinus (c. 53.), and Salrtws/'PIi- 
niana; Exercitat. (p. 781, 782.), and most of the ifticienU, who pften ^on» 
found the islands of Ceylon and Sumati^is mofe clearly deicrifi^ by Cos- 
mas fndicopleustes; yet even the Chiisttiin to|k»g|rapl]er fiiui ^ 
its dlfuensbas. ' His information on the indkth fthd Cblb^e tmdf^irWe 
mid curious (I ii. p. )38. 1. xi, p. 337| 338. ddit. Itdltfiiucoii), 
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imtinn of weinies And iSolatifs. An active government 
li^odd have restored the trade of Egypt and the navigation 
of the Red Sea, whkk had decayed with the prosperiryot 
the emfdret itnd the Rintian vessels might have sailed, ibr 
the pitfdiase of silt, to the ports of Ceylon, of Malacca; ot 
even of China. Justintim embraced a more humble expe- 
dient, and solicited the aid of his Christian allies, tb^ 
^Xtbtopians of Abyssinia, who had^recently acquired the 
arts of navigation, the spirit of trade, and the sea-port of 
Adiilhi'*'’, still decorated with the trophies of a Grecian con- 
qfiwfir Along the African coast, they penetrated to the 
aqnatOT in search of gold, emeralds, and aromatics ; but 
they vriaely declined an unequal competition, in which they 
mttst be always prevented by the vicinity of the Persians to 
the marbets of India; and the emperor submitted to the 
disappointment, till his wishes were gratified by an unex^ 
pected event. The gospel had been preached to the In- 
dians: a bishop already governed the Christians of St. 
Thomas on the pepper-coast of Malabar ; a church was 
planted in Ceylon, and the missionaries pursued the foot- 
iteps of comraeroe to the extremities of Asiaf. IVo Per- 
son monks had long resided in China, perhaps in the loyal 
city of Nankin, the scat of a tnonard) addicted to foreign 
superstitions, and who actually rf’ceived an embassy from 
the i«le of Ceylon. Amidst their pious occupations, they 
viewed with a curious eye the common dress of the Chinese, 
^e manufactures of silk, and the myriads of silk-worms, 
wliose education (either on trees or in houses) had once 
keen considered as the labour of queens;}:. They soon dis- 
covered that it was impracticable to transf>ort the sliort- 
lived insect, but that in the eggs a numerous progeny might 

• Sec Procapius, Persic. (1. ii. c. 90.) Cosmas afiiirds some interesting 
tnpWIedge of tne port and inscription of Adulis (Topograph. Christ. 1. ii. 
1). i3S. UO— 143.), ami of the trade of the Axumites along the Afrieap 
coast of Birbaria or Zingl, (p. 138, 1^.), and as far as T;u>robane (t. xi. 
p-ISg."). 

t Sc^ the Christian missions in India, in Cosmas (1. iii. p^ 178, 179* 
% ai, p, 3870* 8nd eootult Asseman. Bibliot. Orients, (tom. iv. a. 413— 

,3480?' . ,, , 

J i1iy%ventiolti, ipanu&cture, and general me of silk in China, nn|y 
be seen m (OeiiQiiptiun Generalc de la Chine* tom. ii, p. 18^. 

Chekian w th^ taost renowtted both lor 
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be preserved and mtilriplied in aiiittafit^iiiiii^. Rdigion 
or interest had more power over ibe Perntm monkt thtn tb« 
love of their country : after a long joomey^ they arrived at 
Constantinople, imparted their project to the empcfor, and 
Were liberally encouraged by the gtfts and promises of Jos^ 
tinian. To the historians of that pivnee, a campaign at the 
foot of mount Caucasus has seemed more deserving of tk 
niiaute relation, than the labours of these missionaries of 
commerce, who again entered China, deceived a jealous 
people by concealing the eggs of the silk- worm in a hoUow 
cano, and I'eturned in triumph with the spoils of the fiait. 
Under their direction, the eggs were hatched at the proper 
season by the artificial heat of dung; the worms weie fed 
with mulberry leaves; they lived and laboured in a foreign 
climate ; a sufficient number of butterflies was savaH to pro-^ 
pagate the race, and trees were planted to supply the 
nourishment of the rising generations. E>;perience and re* 
flection corrected the errors of a new attempt, and the Sog** 
doite ambassadors acknowledged, in the succeeding reign, 
that the Homans were not inferior to the natives of Chiim 
in the education of the insects, and the manufactures of 
silk’*', in which both China and Constantinople have beea 
surpassed by the industry of modern Europe. I am not in- 
sensible of the benefits of elegant luxury; yet I reflect with 
some pain, that if the importers of silk had introduced th« 
art of printing, already practised by the Chinese, the 
comedies of Menander and the entire decads of Livy would 
have been perpetuated in the editions of the sixth century:, 
A larger view of the globe might at least have promoted the 
improvement of speculative science, but the Christian geo* 
graphy was forcibly extracted from texts of scripture, and 
the study of nature was the surest symptom of an unbeliev- 
ing mind. The orthodox faith confined the habitable world 
to one temperate zone, and represented the earth as ai| 
oblortg surface, four hundred days journey in length, two 

* Procopius, 1. viii- Gothic, iv. c. 17* Tbeophanqj, Bvzaut apuf 
Phot. Cod. Ixxxiv. p. 38. Zooaras, tom. ii. I. xiv. p. Od* Pa;^(toth. ii. 
5 . ^ 2 .) assigijs to tne year 552 this memorable importation. |pri^nder 

Excerpt. Legal, p. 107 ) mentions the adrairadon of S^gpoites ; 
and Theopoylact. Simocatta (1. vii. c. p,) 
kin jfdonis in yCAmy the country of ii Ik, * 
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ID bre^di^ <^p)COt)iftftssed by the ocean, and covered 
1^ the solid i^liie 

IV. The sabjects of Justinian were dissatisfied with the 
times^ and with tbt government. Europe was ovef^run hy 
the BarhariaiWy and Asia by the monks : the poVehy of the 
West discouraged the trade and manufactures of the Eist; 
the produce of labour was consumed by the unprofitable 
servants of the church, the state, and the army ; and a rapid 
decrease was felt in the fixed and circulating capitals ^hich 
constitute the national wealth. The public distiess had 
h^h i^viated by the oeconotny of Anastasius, and that 
pirdd^t emperor accumulated an immense treasure, while 
^ delivered his people from the most odious or oppressive 
taxes. Their gratitude universally applauded the abolition 
ofihegaW of affliction y a personal tribute on the industry of 
the pOort> but more intolerable, as it should seem, in the 
form than in the substance, since the flourishing city of 
Edessa paid only one hundred and forty pounds of gold, 
which was collected in four years from ten thousand arti- 
ficersj. Yet such was the parsimony which supported this 
liberal disposition, that, in a reign of twenty-seven years, 
Anastasius saved, from his annual revenue, the enormous 
sum of thirteen millions sterling, or three hundred and 


• Cotnias, surnamed Fndicopleustcs, or the Indian navigator, perfornied 
his voyage about the year ,0^2, and composed at Alexandria, - between 6S5 
and 547, Christian ropography (Montfaucon, Praefat. c. 1.)* in which he 
refutes the impious opinion, that the earth is a globe ; and Photius had 
read this work (Cod. xxxvi. p. 9, 10.), which displays the prejudices of a 
monk, with the knowledge of a merchant; the most valuable part has been 
given in French, and iu Greek by Meicbisedec Thevenot (Relations Cu- 
rieuses, part i.), and the w'hole is since published in a splendid edition by 
the Pere Montfaucon (Nova Collectio Patruin, Paris, 1707* 8 vols. in fob 
tom. ii. p» n3^*)46.). But the editor, a theologian, might blush at not 
discovering the Nestorjan lieresy of Cosmas, which has been delected by 


t Evagdus (1. tii. c. 59, 40.) is minute and grateful, bht angry with 
Zoaiiuos fi>r calnmniating the great Constantine. In collecting all the 
bondl and records of the tax, the humanity of Anastasius was diligent and 
artfiil; fathers were sometimes compelled to prostitute their daughters 
(Zosim. Hist. I. ii. c. 36. p. 165, 166, Lripsiac, 1764). Timoiheus otGasa 
icbm such an event for the subject of a tragedy (Suidas, tom. iii. p. 475.), 
wbieh contribilted to the abolition of the tax (Cedrenus, p. 35.), — an 
happy (if it he true) of the use of the theatre. 

J Sftf Stylitok^ in the Bibliotheca Orientaiis of Asieman ftoin. i, 
tax 18 slightly mentiooed iwtbe€i«!txrf«iSof 
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twenty thousand pounds of gold * *• . His 
neglected, and his treasure was abusedf by the nephew of 
Justin. The riches of Justinian were speedily exhaustU^i hy 
alms and^ buildings^ by ambitious wars^ and ignominious 
treaties. His revenues were found inadc^uatjl to his ex- 
pences. Every art was tried to extort from the people the 
gold and silver which he scattered with a lavish hand from 
Persia to France f ; his reign was marked by the vicissitudes^ 
or rather by the combat^ of rapacipusness and avarice, of 
splendour and poverty ; he lived with the reputation of 
hidden treasures:]^, and bequeathed to his succes^r thff 
payment of his debts §. Such a character has been 
accused by the voice of the people and of posterity: but 
public discontent is credulous; private malice is bold ; and 
a lover of truth will peruke with a suspicious eye the instruc- 
tive anecdotes of Procopius. The secret historian represents 
only the vices of Justinian, and those vices are darkened by 
his malevolent pencil. Ambiguous actions are imputed to 
the worst motives ; error is confounded with guilt, accident 
with design, and laws with abuses: the partial injustice of a 
moment is dextiously applied as the general maxim of a 
reign of thirty-two yeais: the emperor alone is made re- 
sponsible for the faults of bis officers, the disorders of the 
times, and the corruption of his subjects; and even the 
calamities of nature, plagues, earthquakes, and inundations, 
are imputed to the prince of the daemons, who had mis- 
chievously assumed the form of Justinian ||. 


* Procopius (Anecdot. c. 19*) fixes this sum from the report of the 
treasurers themselves. Tiberius had vicics ter millles ; but far different 
was bis empire from that of Anastasius. 

t Ev^rius (1. iv. c. SO.) in the next generation, was moderate and well- 
informccT; and Zonaras (1. xiv. c.6l.), in the xiith century, had read with 
care, and thought without prejudice : yet their colours are almost as black 
as those of the Anecdotes. 

t Procopius (Anecdot. c. SO.) relates the idle conjectures of the timei. 
Tte death of Justinian, says the secret historian, will expose his wealth or 
poverty, ^ 

i See Corippus de Laudibos Justini Aug. 1. ii. 260, &c. 364, &c. 

*• Plurima sunt vivo nimium neglecta parent!, 

** Unde tot exhaustus contraxit ^ehita fiscus.'* 

Centenaries of gold were brought by strong arms into the hippqdf^mec 
** Dehita genitoris persolvit, cauta recepit.'' 

It Che Anecdotes (c. 11—14. 18. 20—30.) supply many &i||j| anil mere 
complaints. 

VoL. V. 


£L 
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; 4f*«* tWt |>rewtio^ I thall btidly relate the anecdotci 
#f the fottowiitg heads: I. Jostif^ 

ifiBin lias aa prpfm that be could not be liberal. The civil 
litid military officers^ wlien they Were admitted intp the 
vice of the palmic, obtamed an humble rank and a mod^mte 
sti|»eod ; they ascended by seniority to a station of affluence 
Ahd re|!>d9e; the annual pensions, of which the most ho# 
nourable class was abolished by Justinian, amounted to four 
hundred thousand pounds ; and this domcsttc oeiconomy was 
deplorod by the venal or indigent courtier^ as the last 
n^ragi on the majesty of the empire. The posts, the 
^dl^lles of physicians, and the nocturnal illuminations, were 
of moie general concern ; and the cities might justly 
complain, that he usurped the municipal revenues which had 
bOen appropriated to these usefuK institutions. Even the 
loldiers were injured ; and such was the decay of miKtary 
spirit, that they were injured with impunity. The emperor 
tefused, at the return of each fifth year, the customary 
donative of five pieces of gold, reduced his veterans to beg 
tiieir bread, and suffered unpaid armies to melt awny in the 
Wars of Italy and Pbrsia. II. The humanity of his prede- 
cessors had always remitted, in some auspicious circum- 
stance of their reign, the arrears of the public tribute; and 
they dextrously assumed the merit of resigning those claims 
which it was impracticable to enforce. Justinian, in the 
space of thirty-two years, has never granted a similar in- 
'' dulgence ; and many of his subjects have renounced the 
“ possession of those lands whose value is insufficient to 
satisfy the demands of the treasury. To %he cities winch 
bad suffered by hostile inroads, iVnastasius {u’OjfKii^ed: a 
general exemption of seven years : the provinces of Jus- 
5^' iiijiaa have been ravaged, by the Persies and Ai;abd, the 
Huns and Sclavonians; but his vain and ridiculous dis- 
^,pea^tiuu of a single .year beep confined 

places which were actually taken hy the enemy.” Such 
is the language of the secret historian, who expressly denies 
that uwy iadulgeucor wns granted to Palestine after the revolt 
of the Samaritans ; a false and odiou$ charge, ct^nftrted by 
the attests a relief of ifeitleeiiicen- 

tenaries of gold (fiuy-two thousand pounds) obtaWld.fitf 



tlmt iksblaAc prpvmce the iataricftpoii 
jn. Procopius has not coii^es^de<] Ujt 


of f^atioa, which fell like a htuUstqirm «|>qn tfie laijd;;li%e 
a d^TOuitng pestilence on its inhahkaiils ; but we i^nU 
become the accomplices of his malignity, . if we. imputed to 
Justiman alone tire ancient though jrigprpus principle^ that 
a whole district should be condemned to sustain the partial 
loss of persons or propei-ty of individuaJs. The j^n0ta, 
or supply of corn for t|ie use of the army and capital^ was a 
grievous and arbitrary exaction^ which eitceeded^ perhaps 
in a tenfold proportion^ the ability of the farmer ; and ilk 
disti^ was aggravated by the partial injastiice 4)f wei^H 
and measures^ and the eicpence and labour of distant cpiv 
liage. In a time of scarcity^ an extraordinary requisiltew 
was made to the adjacent provinces of Tfaraoe> Blthyniai 
and Phrygia: but the proprieu>rs^ after a wearisome journey 
and a perilous navigation, received so inade<)uate a com^ 
pensationi that they would have chosen the alternative of 
delivering both the corn and price at the doors of their gra* 
naries* These precautions might indicate a tender solicitude 
for the welfare of the capital ; yet Constantinople did not 
escape the rapneious despotism of Justinian. Till his reign, 
the sueights of the Bosphorus and Hellespont were open to 
the freedom of trade, and nothing was pro-hibited except 
the exportation of arms for the service of the Barbarians. 
At each of these gates of the city, a prmtor was stationed, 
the minister of Imperial avarice; heavy customs were im- 
posed on the vessels and tiieir merchandize ; the oppression 
was retaliated on the helpless consumer: the poor were 
afflicted by the artificial scarcity, and exorbitant, price of 
tbu market; and a people, accustomed to depend on the 
liberality pf their prince, might sometimes complain oi' the 
deficiency of water and bread f. The aerial tribute, without 
a name, a law, or a definite object, was an annual gift of 


* One to Scythopolis capital of the second Palestine, and twelve for the 
rest of thcj>rovince. Airman. ,(p, $9.) honestly produces this fact from a 
life df St Sabas, by Bis disciple Cyril, in the Vatican library, and since 
pdblhbed by Coteleriul* 

, (tom. ii. p. ^.) mentions the want oC |r«'ad, ab<l 

^onaraa (I* xiv. p. ^.) ^he leaden pipes, which Justinian, o^lus s^vabts^ 
stole frdm the aqueducts. 

2X.2 



sin itISTOiY of Tflt AtCLinE Avrw FALL 

ob¥ tfundfcd linS tW^ty ’tltoti^Dd pounds, which thcemr 
afcCCptct! Woitt his Pirastdriati pra&fect; and the means 
oP pteyMnl to the discretion of that powers 

All itia^straiSc. IVi Evfen stich a tax was less ifitoterablc 
than the jjrivife^c of monopolies, which checked die fair 
competition of industry, and for the sake of a small and 
jdishhnest gain, imposed an arbitrary burthen on the Irahts 
ifed luxury of the lubjcct. As soon (L transcribe lli« 
anecdotes) ds the ekclusive sale of silk was usurped by the 
" Itriperml treasnter; a whole people, the manufacturers of 
^ Tyte and Berytus, was reduced to extreme misery, And 
^ either pei4shed with hunger, or fled to the hostile domie 
irionsof Persia.” A province might suffer by the decay 
Its manufaclures, but in this example of silk, Procopius 
hW pardhily overlooked the inestimable and lasting beneflt 
Whic^ the empire received from the curiosity of Justinian. 
Hisi iddition of one-seventh to the ordinary price of copperr 
mbney may be interpreted with the same candour ; and the 
alteration, which might be wise, appears to have been in- 
nocent; since he neither allayed the purity, nor enhanced 
the value, of the gold coin*, the legal measure of public 
and private payments. V. The ample jurisdiction required 
by the farmers of the revenue to accomplish their engage^ 
ments, might be placed in an odious light, as if they had 
purchased from the emperor the lives and fortunes of their 
fellow-citizens. And a more direct sale of honours and 
offices was transacted in the palace, '^Vith the permission, or 
at least with the connivance, of Justinian and Theodora. The 
claims of merit, even those of favour, were disregarded, and 
it was almost reasonable to expect, that the bold adventurer, 
who had undertaken the trade of a magistrate, should find a 
rich compensation for infamy, labour, danger, the debts 
which he had contracted, and the heavy interest which he 
paid. A sense of the disgrace and mischief of this venal 
practice, at lengtl^ awakened the slumbering virtue of Jus- 

• For an aureus, one^sfxth pf af* onnee of golS, instead of be 

uoraore than 180 sotles, or ounces,' of copper. A (iisprpportioii of 
q^ipt, below the market price, must soon l^ve product^ a karetty of SfhaU 
^pey. ‘ Fa Engliilad, pence in copper would sell for too more than 

seven penpe (Smithes Inquiry into Che Wealth of Nations, voL i. p* 49*)^ 
For Justinian's gold coin, see Evagrius (L iv. c. 3Q0* ' 
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tiniati } i^nA ht |»|r the MiMitim of 1^4 

penalties, to guard the integrity Of hss govefiOitteirt 
tlie end of a year of perjury, his rigorous edict srft ops* 
pended, tnd corruption licentiously abused her itriumjlh 
over the Impotence of the laws. VU The testament of 
Edalius^ count of the domestics, declared the emperor his 
sole heir, on condition, however, that be should discharge 
his debts and legacies, allow to his three daughters a decent 
maintenance, and bestow each of them in marriage, with a 
portion of ten pounds of gold. But the splendid fortune ot‘ 
£ulalius had been consumed by fire ; and the inventory of 
Ms goods did not exceed tlie trifling eutn of five hundred 
and sixty-four pieces of gold. A similar instance, in Gre- 
cian history, admonished the emperor of the honourable 
part prescribed for his imitation. He checked the selfish 
murmurs of the treasury, applauded the confidence of bis 
friend, discharged the legacies and debts, ^ucated the three 
virgins under the eye of the empress Theodora, and doubled 
the marriage portion which had satisfied the tenderness of 
their father f* The humanity of a prince (for princes cannot 
be generous) is entitled to some praise ; yet even in this act 
of virtue we may discover the inveterate custom of sup- 
planting the legal or natural heirs, which Procopius im- 
putes to the reign of Justinian. His charge is supported 
by eminent names and scandalous examples ; neither widows 
nor orphans were spared ; and the art of soliciting or ex- 
torting Of: supposing testaments, was beneficially practised 
by the agents of the palace. This base and mischievous 
tyranny invades the security of private life; and the mo^ 
liarch who has indulged an appetite for gain, will soon be 
tempted to anticipate the moment of succession, to interpret 
wealth as an evidence of guilt, and to proceed, from the 
claim of inheritance, to the power of confiscation. VII, 
Among the forms of rapine, a philosopher may be permitted 

• Tlie oath it conceived in the most formidable words (Novell. viii> 
tjt.lf.). Xhedpfeulters imprecate utuhcmselves, qiiicquid habent telornm 
ar^a^eptsfla c<r}i : the part of Judas, the leprosy of Giezi, the tremor of 
all temporal > 

t Asimib^ or more generous act of friendship is related lw1LitcUu i|f: 
ISudami^ pf Corinth (fo roxarc, c. 22, 2S. tom. ii. p. 5SS.), 
story bas produced an ingenious, though feeble, comedy of Foofenefl^i 



HlStOJI^ll op AUD FALL ^ 

tlMftlijf li^ of l^agoD or h^Elical riches lo fbe 

the time of Jhstinian, this holy 
MftmtA alone/ who became 

tht fiptimaof bwmtbodoic^^^ * ^ , 

Okbimi^^ might he ultimately refl€cte4 on the clwacter 
of JililioiM; hut much of the guilt, and still more of the 
W9$ intercepted by the ministers^ who were scldiaii 
pfomoied for iheir virtues, and not always selected for their 
tala^tftff The merits of TnbooiaD the queestor will hereafter 
be weighed iti the leformgtion of the Booian law; but die 
oaecmoiuy of the East was suberdinate to the Prastorian prm* 
focit^ end Proc<)}>ivis has jastilied his anecdotes by the portrait 
which he eEpoies in his public history of the notorious vices 
of Jehiilif Cappadooia;};. His knowledge was not borrowed 
from llit afheobi^i and his style was scarcely legible ; but be 
eamcdkdin the powers of native genius, to suggest the wisest 
oouiisels, and to hud ex)>edi6nts in the most desperate situa- 
tfona* The corruption of his heart was equal to the vigour 
of biseuiderstanding. Although he was suspected of ma^ic 
and Pagan superstition, he appeared insensible to the fear of 
Qod Of the reproaches of man ; and his aspiring fortune was 
raided on the death of thousands, the poverty of millions, the 
ruin ef cities^ and the desolation of provinces. From the 
dawn iot' light to the moment of dinner, be assiduously la- 
boured to etirich his master and himself at tlie expence of 
the Homaa world ; the remainder of the day was spent in 
sensual and obscene pleasures, and the silent hours of the 
night were interrupted by the perpetual dread of the justice 
of an aasassiiL His abilities, perhaps his vices, recommended 
him to llie lasting friendship of Justinian : the emperor yielded 
withifaluctmDce to the fury of the people ; bis vict^y was 

♦ Malak, tom. ii. p. lOl, 102, 103. 

¥ <!hje of Iticsf, Anatolius, perished irt an earthquake— doubtlets a judg* 
ntftitf! The eotnplaiuU and clamours of the people in ^avthiiis (i. v. p« 
UG, 147.) ;lrc almost an echo of the anecdote. I hc aSeiia pccunia retl- 
denthi of CorippUs (I* ii. 381, &c.) is not very honourable to Justinian's 
memory. 

1 Sec the hbtory and character of John of Cappadocia ia Froeo^us 
1. i. C. ad. 15. 1. ll. e. so. Vandal. 1. u c. Ahccdoi cJ 
ta.). Thf agrittnieiit of (he history and anecdotes is a moltal wbond 

rmiMqp pf the prwCsct* # 

I 0>v i^«diy en fiti iu»i 

eifid# jiaat ibrcihle expression* 
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UhplmtA by ^ }«§iiM£9^rest6rati^ ts£ ifi)ii»^ 
they Mt abov^ t^ years, tibil^r his oppr^sif^ 
tidii* that he was stimulated by revenge, rathe^i^^ 
structe?d by Ihisfortune. Their murmurs served oaljflfc^rdiy 
the resolution of Justinian ; but the prasfect^ in the^ itisolelice 
of fbvoor, provoked the resentment of Theodora, disdained 
power before which every knee was bent, artd attempted to 
sow the ^eds of discord between the emperor and his l^toved 
consort. Even Theodora herself was constrained to disi- 
seaible, to wait a favourable moment, and by an artful oon^ 
spiracy to render John of Cappadocia the accomplice of hit 
own destruction. At a time when Belisarius, unless he bad 
been a hero, must have shewn himself a rebel, his wife AutO« 
nina, who enjoyed the secret confidence of the empress, 
communicated his feigned discontent to Eaphemia, the 
daughter of the prmfect ; the credulous virgin imparted to 
her father the dangerous project, and John, who might have 
known the value of oaths and promises, was tempted to accept 
a nocturnal, and almost treasonable interview with the wtfc^ of 
Belisarius. An ambuscade of guards and eunuchs had 
posted by the command of Theodora; they rushed with 
drawn swords to seize or to punish the guilty minister: he 
was saved by the fidelity of his attendants; but instead of 
appealing to a gracious sovereign, who had privately warned 
him of his danger, he pusiilaiiimously fled to the sanctuary 
of the church. The favourite of Justinian was sacrificed to 
conjugal tenderness or domestic tranquillity ; the conversion 
of a praefect into a priest extinguished his ambitious hopes ; 
but the friendsiiip of the emperor alleviated his disgrace, 
and he retained in the mild exile of Cyzicus an ample por- 
tion of bis riches. SUch imperfect revenge cottid not ^iffy 
the Unrelenting hatred of Ibeodora; the murder of his old 
enemy, the bisliop of Cyticus, afforded a decent pretencfts; 
and John of Cappadocia, whose actions had deserved a 
thousand deaths, was at last condemned for a crime of wtiicb 
he was intiocebt. A great minister; who had been invested 
with the bonours of eonsid and pauician, was igiio|»inici»ulf . 

like the Vilest of imdefactors ; a tattered cimdr was 
the sole rtiUnant of bis forullles ; he; tratikp#ted'i^ % 
bftfe to the place of bis banishment at Atukiopolis ib 



HlSTOar OJ A^p fall 

IMi 4 the prafeci of tho Efist J>eg^d his btea# 
tlie dlies which bad trembled at his name* During 
an exile cd" seven years^ bis life was protracted and threatened 
by the tngeiiious cruelty of Theodora ; and when her death 
permitted the emperor to recal a servant whoto be had 
abandoned with regret, the ambition of John of Cappadocia 
was reduced to tlie humble duties of the sacerdotal profes*ii 
sion. His successors convinced the subjects of Juslinianf 
that the arts of oppression might still be improved by ex- 
perience and industr}^ ; the frauds of a Syrian banker were 
introduced into the adiiiinistrafiou of the finances; and the 
exiimple of the praefect was diligently copied by the qumstor^ 
the public and private treasurer, the governors of provinces, 
and the principal magistrates of the Eastern empire*. ' 

V. Tlie edifices of Justinian were cemented with the blood 
and treasure of his people ; but those stately structures ap- 
peared to announce the prosperity of the empire, and actu- 
ally displayed the skill of thi^ir architects. Both the theory 
and practice of the arts which depend on mathematical 
science and mechanic'al power, were cultivated under the pa- 
tronage of the emperors ; the fame of Archimedes was rivalled 
by Proclus and Anthemius; and if their miracles had been 
related by intelligent spectators, they might now enlarge the 
speculations, instead of exciting the distrust, of philosophers. 
A tradition has prevailed, that the Homan fleet was reduced 
to ashes in the port of Syracuse by the burning-glasses of 
Archimedes t ; and it is asserted, that a similar expedient 
was employed by Proclus to destroy the Gothic vessels in the 
harbour of Constantinople, and to protect bis benefactor 
Anastasius against the bold enterprise of Vitalianj;. A 

• The chronology of Procopius is loose and obscure ; but with the aid 
of Pagi 1 can discern that John was appointed Pidetoriau praefect of the 
East in the year 530 \ that he was removed in January 533— restored before 
June 535— banished in 541 — and recalled between June 548 and April i, 
549» Aleman . ( p. t)0, 97 . ) gi \ es the list of his ten successors — rapid series 
in a part of a single reign. 

t This conflagration is hinted by Lucian (in Hippia, c. 3.) and GaleU 
(J. iii. de temperameiitis, tom. i. p. 81. edit. Basil) in the second century. 
A thousand years afterwards, it is positively affirmed by Zonaras (1. ix* 
p. 4«40 on the faith of Dion Cassius, by Taetxcs (Cbiiiad ii. 1 19, Ate.), 
Eustathius (ad Ihad. £. p. 338.), and tlie scholiast of Ludsux 
cius (Biblidt Grac. 1. iii. c. 33. torn. ii. p. 551, 552.), to whom t arn more 
or less indebted for several of these quotations. ' 

I Zotiiras {1. xiv. p. 55.) afiirms the fact, without quoting any evi* 
dcilce. * ' 



^f. lte.isky^c^isliHI 

h^^li^^.mif^ o(.,p€^i:<^il4vJ^ii## with mm^ 

H^^ytafete pol^gm^ to reip^jye and reflect the my fk tbit 

m€i:idian fup,; and a conaiMnin^ flame was darted,, to the 
dj^minoe, i^rbapsf oiiwo bundrad feet *. The trutli of thg^ 
ifo J^^ttaordinary f?^ts is invalidated by the sitence of 
ipost authentic historians; and the use of burning?glass^i 
w^ nevcii adjpkpted in the attack or defence of places f. Yet 
the adaitrabje experiinents of a French philosopher^ have 
demohstratj^d the possibility of such a mirror; and, since it 
is^S|ible^ I am more disposed to attribute the art to die 
greatest ipadiematicians of antiquity, than to give the , 

of the fiction to the idle fancy of a monk or a sophist, Ac-, 
cording to another story, Proclus applied sulphur to tlie 
destructipu of the Gothic fleet §; in a modern imagination, 
th^ name of sulphur is instantly connected with the suspicion 
of gun-powder, and that suspicion is propagiUed by the 
secret arts of his disciple Anthemius 1]. A cituen of Tralles 
in A^ia had flve sons, who were all distinguished in their , 
respective professions by merit and success. Olympius^ 
eijceiled in the knowledge and practice of the Roman juris- 
prudence. Dioscorus and Alexander became learned physi* 
cians ; but the skill of the former -was exercised for the 
benefit of his fellow-citizens, while his more ambitious 
brother acquired wealth and reputation at Rome. The fame 
of MeUodorus the grammarian, and of Antheiiiius the 

♦ Tzeties describes the artifice of these hurning-glaSscs, Which he had 
read, peiimps with no learned eyes, in a matiieinatical treatise of Anther 
miusi Tlkat treatise, TTift fr»pa^o4iyj' l»as l)een lately publish* 

ed, translated, and illustrated, hy M. DupuyS, a .scholar and a rimthcfuati- 
ciail (Memoires de fAcadernie des Inscriptions, tom. xlii. p. 392 — 451.). 

t In ihesiege of Syracuse, by tl»e biiencc of Poiybius, Plutarch, Livy, 
the sicgfi of Constantinople, by that of Marcelliiius and all the contempora- 
ries of die vith century. 

J Without any previous knowledge of Tzetzes or Anthemius, the immot- 
lal Buflun imagmed and executed a sei of burning-glasses, with which h« 
could hiflame planks at the distance of 200 feet (Supplement k Na* 
turelle, tom. i. p. 899 — 483; quarto edition). What miracles would not bis 
gcfiius have pertbrmed for the public seo ice, with royal expence, and in the 
strong »un or Cdiistantinople or Syracuse ? 

L lphn Mal^a (torn. ii. p. 120—121.) relates the fact : but lie seems to 
SdiSdtb^ names or persons of Produs and Marin us. 

B 4£|dbms, 1. V. p. 1%e merit of Anthemius as an architect 

is piraised by Ffoc<^ut (de Edif. 1. i. c. 1) and Paulus SileAtiarhia 
^iart L 13*, fitc.), 1/ 

fdCrJ ' sM ■ 
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liltdiiftfliicift4 iod/ ttreb^ct, feaclitd the ears of ibeadfi# 
t l^ ltiitiiiiaOiWho^^ dieiK^to C^ostaotinople; and #liiie 
tlse oiie ihsiniet^d tlt$t rising gietieraiion in the schools of 
eleNfuineei ihe other dlted the capital and provinces irith 
SDMm lastli^g motninients of his art In a trifling disptiie 
fdtalive 10 rite walls or windows of their contiguous houses^ 
he had b^n vanquished by the eloquence of his neighbotiH 
Zeno ; but the orator was defeated in his turn by the master 
of mechanics^ whose malicious, though harmless, stratagems 
are darkly represented by the ignorance of Agathias. In a 
lower room, Anthemius airanged several vessels or cauldrons 
of water, each of them covered by the wide bottom of a 
leathern tube, which rose to a narrow top, and was artificially 
conveyed among the joists and rafters of the adjacent builds 
ing, A fire was kindled beneath the cauldron ; the steam of 
the boiling water ascended through the tubes ; the house was 
shaken by the efforts of iniprisoucd air, and its treiuhling 
inhabitants might wonder that the city was unconscious of 
the earthquake which they bad felt. At another tinjc, the 
friends of Zeno, as they sat at table, w ere dazzled by the 
intolerable light which flashed in their eyes from the reflect- 
ing mirrors of Anthemius : t,hey were astonished by the noise 
which he produced from a collision of certain minute and 
sonorous particles ; and tlie orator declared in tragic style to 
the senate, that a mere mortal must yield to the power of ftu 
antagonist, w'ho shook the earth with the trident of Neptune, 
and imitated the thunder and lightning of Jove himsejf. 
The genius of Anthemius and his colleague Isidore the 
Milesian^ was excited and emplojred by a prince, Whose taste 
for architecture had degenerated into a miHchievous and 
OOftly passion. His favourite architects submitted their 
designs add difficulties to Justinian, and discreetly confessed 
bow much their laborious meditations were surpassed by the 
intuitive knowledge or celestial inspiration of an emperor, 
whose views were always directed to the benefit of his peoplci 
-the glory of his reign, and the salvation of his 

A 

• See Proc«pmi(d« Edificiit, 1. i. c. 1, «. 1. iu c. S.). He relates a co'nci- 
dence af droami whicli supposes some fruud in Jastinutn or kWf imbhfct. 

bothsnw m n viskm, the same plan hr stappiat aninitiidatiiikWII}ii^ 
A s^nS quarfy near Jerusalem was revealed to Uie emperor C|* y* e. d*) : 
m angel was tricked into tbe perpetual custody of St. Sophia dp 

Antiq. CMM.iv.p. TO.). 



^ Tlie|>rii}m|»al eliitiiciv whic^ 

ol Cotiitantiiiapie to Saint Sopiiiiii <0r the lEidtUEi 

had been twice dcatroyed by fire; alter the eicile Jgllii 
Cbrysost9iii> and during the Nika of tlwi Ulie iia 4 ;ffttti 
fnctiouft. No sooner did tl)e luinult snhsidej than the Ckwis* 
tiaii poi^uliice deplored their sacrilegious rasloiiess; biil tlify 
might hare rejoiced in die CHlamity^ had Uiey foreatmtbe 
glory of the new temple^ which at the end of forty days was 
strenuously undertaken by the piety of Joslinian^* The 
ruins were cleared away> a more spacious plan was described, 
and as it required the consent of some proprietors of ground, 
they pbtaiued the most exorbitant tonus from the eager 
desires and timorous conscience of die nmnarch. Amlmnitis 
formed the design, and his genius directed the hands of ten 
thousand workmen, whose payment^ in pieces of fine silver 
was never delayed beyond the Evening. The emperor hifo- 
self, clad in a linen tunic, surveyed each day dieir roptd 
progress, and encouraged their diligence by bis familiarity, 
bis Zealand his rewards. The new cathedral of Su Sophia 
was consecrated by the patriarch, five years, eleven monilis, 
and ten days from the first foundation ; and in the midst of 
the solemn festival, Justinian exclaimed with devout vanity, 
^ Glory be to God, who hath thought me worthy to accom-^ 

plish so great a work ; 1 have vanquished thee, 0 Solp-r 
moat!” But the pride of the Homan Salomon, before 

• Among the crowd of ancients and moderns who have celebrated the 
edifice of St. Sophia, I shall distinguish and follow, 1. Four original spec- 
tators and historians : Procopius (de Edi&c. 1. i. c. 1.), AgatliiaB v. p. 152, 
153.), Paul Silenciaritis (in a poem of 1026 hexameters, ad cuJeem Aqor 
Comnen. Alexiad.), and Evagrms (I. iv. c. 31.). 2. Two legendary Greeks 
of a later period; George Codinus (de Origin. C. P. p. 64 — 74(,)^ and the 
anonymous writer of Banduri (Imp. Orient, tom. i. 1. iv. p. 63— 80.). 3., The 
great Byaantine antiquarian, Dncange (Comment ad Paul Silentiar. p. 625— 
508. and C. P. Christ. 1. iii. p. 5—78.). 4. Two French travcilers— the one 
Peter Oyllius (de Tofx>graph. C. P. l. ii. c. 3, 4.) in the xvith; the other 
Grelot (Voyage ue C. r . p. 95—164. Paris, 1680, in 4to) : he has given plans, 
prmp6^, and inside views of St. Sophia; and hb plans, though on a smalt 
ler scale, appear more correct than those of Ducange, 1 have adopted and 
reduced the measures of Grelot: but as no Christian can now ascend the 
dome, the height is borrowed from Ev«i|ri'^> compared with Oyllius, Greaves, 
and the Oriental Geographer. 

t Soiomon’s temple was surrounded with courts, porticos, hot the 
flihM atitictixfe of the k>use of God was no more (ii we take tlie Egyptian 
or flobiaw culitl at 23 tnehes) than 55 feet in height, 56| in heeadtii, and 110 
h kfi^li— a small parish chorch, says Prkteaux (Connectiony vol p. |44. 
foboji hut lew sanctuaries could be valued at four or five miUipiis steding ! 

gMS 
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<i(renty years l^ad el^^ised^ was humbled by ah eai^hquiikc, 
iK( whihkof^erthfww ihe'^astefn dome. Its splendour 

011$ a^ain^iestni^d l^ tlie {>erseverance of the same prrtite; 
and in the tlifrtyMtxtlv year of his reign, Justiniaor'CelebratH 
the heeood of a temple^ u^hieh remains, after 

tithlte oenturiei, a stately monument of his fbme. The 
air^tecture of St. Sophia, which is now converted into th^ 
pffiacipai mo6ob,has been imitated by the Turkish sultansi and 
that venetabie pile continues to excite tlie fond a(|miratioa 
of the Greeks, and the more rational curiosity of European 
traveheri. The eye ot the spectator is disappointed by an 
irregular (u^ospect of hdlf-domes and shelving roofs: the 
western front, the principal approach, is destitute of sitnpli- 
cky and magnificence; and the scale of dimensions has 
been much surpassed by several of the Latin cathedrals. 
But the architect who first eredted an arial cupola, is entitled 
to the praise of bold design and skilftil execution. The dome 
of St. Sophia, illuminated by four-and-twenty windows, is 
formed with so small a purve, that the depth is equal only to 
oiie-*sixth of its diameter ; the measure of that diameter is 
one hundred and fifteen feet, and the lofty centre, where a 
crescent has supplanted the cross, rises to the perpendicular 
heigiit of one hundred and eighty feet above the pavement, 
T4ie circle vrhiqh encompasses the dome, lightly reposes on 
four strong arches, and their weight is firmly supported by 
four jnassy piles, whose strength is assisted on the nortbtjrii 
and southern sides by four columns of Egyptian granite. ^ A 
Greek cross, inscribed in a quadrangle, represents the form of 
the edifice ; the exact breadth is two hundred and forty-three 
feet, and two hundred and sixty-nine may be assigned for tlie 
eatreme length from the sanctuary in the east to the nine 
vresforn doors which open into the vestibule, and from thence 
into the narthtx or exterior portico. That portico was the 
'hhlRblc station of the penitents. The nave or body of the 
church filled by the congregation of the faithful ; but 
the two sexes were prudently distinguished, and foe upper 
and lower galleries were allotted for the more private devotion 
ofthe ^^mtti. Beyond the norfoeru and souihcrti piie$, a 
balufttrad^ terminated on either side by foe forohes of the 
emperor and the patriarch, divided the nave from the choir j 
an^ the space, as far as the steps of the "altar, was 



by the Cfetgy ami sirtgfetSi Tlie 4}Mr itself, ^ 
iiiscfi^bly berame femiliar fa^ Christiaa #«l |rta»ii*^^ 
the^ east(?rn recess, artificialiy 4)ttilt in the ftmii 
cylinder ; and this sanctuary comnltinrcated by dbbii 

with the sacristy, the vestry, the bapddtery^ and the cihitP^ 
gueus buildiifgi, subservient either to the pomp of woi^ifpl 
or the private use of the ecclesiastical ministers. 3lio 
memory of past calamities inspired Justinian^ with a wlsb 
resolution^ that no wood/* except for the doors> sbonM be 
admitted into the new edifice; and the choice of the nittfe* 
rials was applied to the strength, the lightness, or ihesplofi* 
dour of the respective parts. The solid piles which sustained 
the cupola were composed of huge blocks of fmestone, hewn 
into s<j«ares and triangles, fortified by circles of iron, and 
firmly cemented by the infosion of lead and quicklime: but 
the weight of the cupola was diminished by the levity of Jts 
substance, which consists either of pumice-stone that floats 
in the water, or of bricks from the isle of Rhodes, five times 
less ponderous than the ordinary sort. The whole frame of 
the edifice was constructed of brick ; but those base materials 
were concealed by a crust of marble ; and the inside of St 
Sophia, the cupola, the two larger, and the six smaller, semi- 
domed, the walls, the hundred columns, and the pavement, 
delight even the eyes of Barbarians, with a rich and variega- 
ted picture. A poet who beheld the primitive lustre of St. 
Sophia, ennmerates the colours, the shades, and the spots of 
ten or twelve marbles, jaspers, and porphyries, which naturO 
had profusely diversified, and which were blended and con- 
trasted as it were by a skilful painter. The triumph of Christ 
was adorned with the last spoils of Paganism, but the greamt 
part of these costly stones was extracted from the quarries dT 
Asia Minor, the isles and continent of Greece, Egypt, Africa, 

^ Paul Siieatmdus, in dark and poetic language, describes variotw 
stones and marbles that were employed in the edifice of St. Sophia (P. ii, 
p. 129. 1. The Caryntian — pale, with iron veins. 2. TImj 

sorts, both of a rosy l»ie; the one with a white shade, the 
other purple, with silver flowers, 3. The Forphyr^ ^ small 

-stars. 4. Tl)c gre«« marble erf Luconia. 5. The C«m«—*frora^ Mount 
lassls^ viritl) ohli«|iie veins, white and red. fl. Tho Lt/dian — pale, w^h aVed 
flower. 7 Mjricm ov — of a gold or saffron hue. B. The 

CelhV— .black, iridi white veins. 9. The BospAoriV-^white, with blftdk ' 
edges, B^des the PW)co»n«ie», which formed the pavement the IPllswB 
|lo/oSd«», which are less disyoctly paioicd. ‘ 



m mstom f a tt> 

£ighiiio)iiiiia»irff}c^ AmeUn^ 

^ Jtd Abe fltm^ offered hy the piet^ 0f 

green Jtiurble were 

bf tile wmbid^ ibe magbtrates EpheiKii^^ 

bbtb ere tt<liwtraiiie% their size end beantj^ but every order 
<lf '^izdiiteoture difciaiois their fantastic capitals. A variety 
Ilf iemaOHliito and figures was curiously expressed in mosaic ; 
land the iinafea of Christ, of the Virgin, of Saints, and of 
mngtli^ whifsh have been defaced by Turkish fanaticism, were 
daagerously exposed to the superstition of the Greeks. Ac* 
cording to the sanctity of each object^ the precious metals 
were distributed in thin leaves or in solid masses. The bakis- 
Wade of the choir, tbe capitals of the pillars, the druainenis 
of tbe doors and galleries, were of gilt bronze; the s|>ectittor 
was dazzled by the glittering aspect of tbe cupola ; the sanctu- 
ary contained forty thousand pound weight of silver; and 
the holy vases and Vestments of the altar were of the purest 
gold, enriched with inestimable gems. Before the siructure 
of the church had risen two cubits above the ground, forty- 
five thousand two hundred pounds were already consumed ; 
abd^tbe whole expence amounted to three hundred and twenty 
thousand : each reader, according to tbe measure of bis 
belief, may estimate their value either in gold or silver ; but 
the sum of one million sterling is the result of the lowest 
onmputatioii* A magnificent temple is a laudable monument 
of national taste and religion, and tbe f^othiisiast who entered 
4be dome of St. Sophia, might be tempted to suppose that it 
was the residence, or even the workmanship, of tlie Deity. 
YetllOw dull is the artifice, how, insignificant is the labour, 
if it be cotifpared with the formation of the vilest insect 
ibat crawls upon tbe surface of the temple 1 
^ « So Wiinute a description of an edifice which time has re- 
apecled, may attest the truth, and excuse the rdation of tbe 
ii^umeiObte works, both in the capital and provisice^ which 
JustiniQUi GOhstructed on a smaller scale ^ less durable 
Ibuiidid^km In Constantinople alone, aaid ; tbe ac^aoent 

; ^ ef the Ediftcesof Piucopk»,ai^ tbiisdistrib«^ the 

Jfirtf ii cottlinod lo ConstantinopJe; the aeconm iitcliules Mesopotiuriia ahd 
%nii! |^r4rd, Anncaia a»a the Euxino ; tbe Europe; tbc^A 
4fiil afiOW aiMi Pslttetifie; the mih^ £|y{^ and Atfiica It4y ^ ihiyal by 
the cfa{»eiior or the lastorwn, who pahlisbed this wafk of sdwwoa, 
the4ace(AuD. 5ji5.)ofitsfioalcooqaesu * 



iubiiili^ 'iiie»’3«dk»ted'' twfeiity'^ '■ ciiiifehei'^'M' '|||e.l^^ 
CbFiit^ ftlit atid die aaiiitB : 

weit decmated with tnitrbie and gold ; and diidf 
atioa imi sf^tiftilly di<^n in a populous sqimie»or a pleamd 
grove; on the margin of the sea-shore, ot on some krf^ 
eminence which overlooked the contsmmts of Europe and 
Ask. The church of tlie Holy Apostles at Constantificiph^' 
and that of St. John at Ephesus^ appear to have been frained 
on the same model : ilieir domes aspired to imitate lheOii|K|v 
las of St. Sophia ; but the altar was moie judicioiisiy pkcOd 
under the centre of the dome^ at the junction of ftair sta^y 
porticoes, which more accurately expressed the figure of the 
Greek cross. The Virgin of Jerusalem might exult ict the 
temple erected by her Imperial votary on a most ungratefttl 
spot, which afforded neither ground nor materials to the 
architect. A level was formed, by raising part of a deep 
valley to the height of the mountain. The stories of a neigh^ 
bouring quarry were hewn into regular forms ; each block 
was fixed on a peculiar carriage drawn by forty of the strong- 
est oxen, and the roads were widened for the passage of such 
enormous weights. Lebanon furnished her loftiest cedars for 
the timbers of the church ; and the seasonable discovery of a 
vein of red marble, supplied its beautiful columns, two of 
which, the supporters of the exterior portico, were esteemed 
the largest in the world. The pious munificence of the em- 
peror was diffused over the Holy Land; and if reason should 
cofideatn the monasteries of both sexes which were built or 
restowid by Justinian, yet charity must applaud the ^eils 
which he sunk, and the hospitals which he founded, for the 
Hefof the weary pilgrims. The schismatical temper of Egypt 
was ill-entitled to the royal bounty; but in Syria and 
sotm remedies were applied to the disasters of waii^lmiii 
earthquakes, and both Carthage and Antioch, emerging 6*om 
tbalr ruins, might revere the name of their gracious benefoc- 
tor^. Almost every saint in the calendar acquired the lip- 
a temple ; almost every city of the empire obteined 
the solid advantages of bridges, hospitals, and aqueducts; 
butlliefiev^ liberality of the monarch disdained to indlilj^ 

• JaHiaiaa ooce pwe fbity-five eenteaanes of gold (IdO^OOOl#} iSa 
jneiiifsef Jknfio^ after die escuiquttke (John MeUUe, tom. li. 1^,). 



jpi msToiif, 

,pgpl%r.^Iu35Hlry, , of 
Ip4|e j|i$|ip’m^^^^^ the public 

^|ll^l^M.p^^ pnep dignity and eajiOt 
pllpi wh%sh dapUged by the confk^iattp% 

rei^red with new ipi^niticence ; and somje notion may jjie 
of the whole edifice, by the vestibule or hall,wbi|:;% 
perhaps, or the roof, was surnamed chalce^ oj: 
file bimip The dome of a spacious quadrangle was sqp- 
^pdirted by m^y pillars ; the pavement and wall? w^ere en- 
crusted with many-coloured marbles — the emerald green of 
l^conidj, the fie,ry red, and the white Phrygian stone inter- 
ested witli veins of a sea-green hue: the mosaic paiutiqgspf 
the dome and sides represented the glories of the African a^d 
Italian triumphs. On the Asiatic shore of the Propontis, at 
a small distance to the east of Chalcedon, the costly palace 
and gardens of Hei'aeum^ were prepared for the summer 
Residence of Justinian, and more especially of Theodora^ 
The poetiJ of the age have celebrated the rare alliance of 
liature and art, the harmony of the nym[)hs of the groves, 
the fountains, and the waves ; yet the crowd pf attendants 
who followed the court complained of their inconvenient 
lodgiiigsf, and the nymphs, v(ere too often alarmed by the 
fai^ous Porphyrio, a wliale^l ten cubits in breadth, and 
thirty in length, who was stjM^ed at the mouth of the river 
%ngaris, after he had infesttS more than half a century, tlie 
seas of Constantinople 

Tiie fortifications of Europe and Asia were multiplied by 
J|jStiniau; but the repetition of those timid and fruitless 

f cautions eapoaes to a philosophic eye the debility of the 
pire §. From Belgrade to the Euxine, from the conflux pf 

rW the llentum, the palace of Tlicodora, see O^IIius (tie Bosphoro 
ithitkem, t hi. r. si,). Alcinnn. (Nor ad Anccdot. p; 80 , 81 . who quotet-iovt>^ 
rit epigrams ot the Autholog|), and Ducauge V. Chrisl, 1 . iv* fi. IS, 
prt|5,i7d.). ’ . 

tXot^tpare, in the Kdifiees (I i. d ll.)» and in the Anecdotes (c. 8. 
the diflbrciJt stylet of adtilation and inalevoleace : .stript oi' the patat, m 
rif ans^ thun the dirt, the object appears to be the same. ^ 

J l*mcbpids, 1. viii. ; moist probably a stranger and wandei'cr, as 
Miditerranean does nut breed whales. Bal»n«i auo(|ue in nOstra m^m 
(Bfin. Hist. Nat^‘ *3^* .-•)• Between the polar cii-cle the 
tidied, the cetaceous aiunDtIs of tii0 oedan gr^w to the length of .50, 80, dr 
KXJ'fcet des Voyages, torn. xv. p. 289. PeunanCs British Zot^qgy, 

n,,8.5,). 

« iTOrstiuidd ob{^r^e» (tom. ni. p. 503. Considcnp:i^s swlJ^ nntn<hgur 
pemknee dpSjli^aaiej*, c. xx.) that Justiaian s empire was^Ac ftaheo 



tft# tmi Him All 


tfiKi molith of tb«f Daniib^ a ctiain of HiSboVi^ 

i^laces was extended along* tlie Tianks of 
gfest£ ritfOr. Single watch towew were changed into spacious 
ciladeli^ Hacanl walls, whioi^the engineers contracted" or 
enlarged according to the nature of tfae gtonnd, were filled 
with cotoni^ or garrisons; a strong fcirtrei® defended thg 
ruins of IVajan’s bridge *, and several milltaw Staliom 
affected to spread be\ ond the Danube the prhieof ISe Rom^ 
name. But that name was divested of its terrors ; the Bat*** 
barians^ in their annual inroads, passed, and contemptuonaly 
repassed, before thcvse useless bulwarks ; and the tnhabitai|t3 
of the frontier, instead of repbsing under thetihudow of the 
general defence, were comj>elled to guard, with inecssaujt 
vigilance, tbeir sefmrate habitations, llie solitude of ancient 
cities was replenished ; tlie new foundations of Justinian acqui- 
red , j>erhaps too hastily, the epithets of impregnable and popu- 
lous; and the auspicious place of his own nativity attracted 
the grateful reverence of the vainest of princes. Under the 
name of Jastiniatui prima, the obscure village of Tauresiunt 
became the scat of an archbishop and a prefect, whose juris* 
diction extended over seven warlike provinces of Iliyricum f; 
and file coyupt apf)elldtio^^ of Giustendil still indicates, 
about twenty miles to the sotK of Sophia, the residence Of n 
Turkish sanjak:|:. For the W of the emperor’s country^ 
men, a cathedral, a” palace, and an aqueduct, were speedily 
constructed ; the public and private edifices were adapted to 
the greatness of a royal city ; and tlie strength of the walla 


in the time of the Nornmn inroads — never so weak as when every villafi* 
was fortifier). ». ^ 

^ Procopins affirms (1. iv. c. 6 .) that tlie Danube w^s stopped by the mine 
of the bridge. Hud Apoiiodorns, the architect, ie/r a description of M|ovir& 
work, the fabulous wonders of Dion Cassius (J. hviii. p. 11S9.) wortl^Iiave 
been corrected by the genuine picture. Trajan’s bridge consisted of tWcniy 
or tweoty-two stone piles with wooden arches; the river is sliullow, the cuP^. 
rentgcntic, and the whole iuierval no more than 443 (Reimaf: ad Dion. 6*001 
Mtrsigli) or 515 ioisa (d'A^ille Ocographie Ancicnnc, tom. i. p. 305.). 

t df die two Dacias MmitcrruAea aiui Jiiptmis, Ot\rdania, Prsfcvahtana, 
these^&d Massia, and the second Macedonia, See Justinian (Novell, p,] 
who of bil castles beyond the Danube, and of homines semper hem 

CIS auaOribus iiihiereutes. /'I; 

I cfAnviilc (Mef&oircs de TAcadcfnie, p. $89, 

Kycaul (Pieaent State of the Turkish Empire, p.%7. 31(3.), MarsigU ^St 
Mtiiinre del Impferio Uttmnana, p. ISO.). The sanjak df OiustenSil is 
^oftkf iweflAy iinilerAhe Beglcfbeg of ilumelia^ nitd his dlstrllt 

' Vowv. 'N- 



. nisToiHT wetjnn iiro pall 

aitf^^td <ll tie tinti Sfcfei\f6man»: I’heir progfes 'wat 
and their hopes of rapine wtM 
the which, in tW ffttrlnasu 

Af lfette,EpirOR/Tl»Bsiul^^^ Macedonia, aiid Thrace, appealheil 
taJt?lcll^dr the Vhdie fee of the country. Six hundred <k iheie 
|j(W#ere built or repaired by the emperor; but it seetns iiet- 
imable ^ beheve, that tlie fiir greater piiit consist^ ottljr 
of^ k Of bridk tdwer, in the midst of a square of 

W was surrounded by a wall and ditch, 
«|d kfifehdedi in a momettt of danger, some protection 
Is# 'the peasaftfts and cattle of the neighbouring Villages^. 
Tel these hallitary works, which exhausted the public 
ftiire, could not remove the just apprehensions of Justmiah 
atid his Euti^p^n subjects. The a^arm baths of Anchialhs iit 
were rendered as safe as they were salutary ; but th# 
tWi pastnres of Hiessalonica were foraged by thetscythiM 
civairyj the delicious vale of Tern pe, three huudre^d mlWl ' 
from ^ Danube, was continually alarmed by the sound of 
Warf; and no unfortified spot, however distant or solitary, 
ebuid securely enjoy the blessings of peace. 

The Streights of Thcrmo|^te;, which seemed to protefet; 
hUtwhich had so often betra^lid, the safety of Greece, were 
ditigently strengthened by the labours of Justinian. Frdth* 
edge 6f the sct\-shore, through the forests and valUcJ^, 
iitid as for aatlm summit of the Tliessalian mountains, b 
wall was continued, which occupied every practicable 
eritraitce. Instead of an hasty crowd of peasants, a garrison 
;|jf two thousahd soldiers was stationed along the rampart; 
gramiiles of and reservoirs of water, were providi^ for 
thc^|lfe'; and by a precaution that inspired the cowardic# 
whicn it foresaw^dpnvenient fortresses were erected for'^thek 
ifetre^* The wallf of Corinth, overthrown bv an earthTuak^ 
m a le WduldfeVing bulwarks of A^jens and Piaima, w#ire 
caiefnliy restoii^d ; the Barbarians were discouraged^by t|?e 
of successive and painful sieges; and naM 


i These be compared to the emsdes in MiUpielia^liir- 

l%rsc, ♦Sm.i. p. 60. lai.^K-fbaaturai ^ure; i ^ w ’ . 

If ^ T«rop€ is sitaute nloag the rivet* FeiMM, lietweeitt the 

^ tnpus: iti« only iivejxiUes loDg|r<<Wdw^ ] * 

pore timu i« brrndth. Its verdnut ' 

[ Natur. I. iv. l6>.^#l|)dinkore diffusely 



^^cA^nfiefiOii^ were cpfered % tb^ 
ti^ af Corioth. At t\\e eittrmiiy .#£ 

Am l;^^^^aci^a.^Ch^Wl^V^ff^ 

tWoofl wjiJli Miie 

Ai)^4b€^#tiiejglH8 of the Hellespantr Tbe ioWJfnalsjbetjv^^ 
elt^^fi {;^»paioiif towns were filled by lofty 
ture^ ao4 arable lands : and the isthiBui^> or thirty^sev^ 
or InrlongSi bad been fortified hy .a Sp^rtaU gei|fi1»l 
lmiicl|*ed years before the reign of Justinian’*, In ^ ig? p€ 
frecdoiP and valour, the sliglnesl rntnpart m^ ft unc-^ 

prii^; ftnd Procopius appears insensible nf , the /fuj^4wfy j^C 
aouinn^ Jinaes, while he praises the solid coii^|rnpti9W w4; 
dpnWe parapet of a wall, wJjQse long arms sti^^tcbjed 
side itrto the sea; but whose strength was deemed 
to guard the Cbersonesus, if ^each city, and p|u:ftcu)adyL 
Gaiipoli and Sestus, had not been secured by jlteii; pecu|iM| 
fnrufieatioos. The long wall, as it was empbaticpUy 

wprk as disgraceful in the object, as it was respec^l4i( 
in the execnlion. The riches of a capital diffuse themselve^.^ 
over the neighbouring country, and the territory of ^Qons^np^ 
tinople, a paradise of nature, was adorned with the luxiiripuit 
gardens nnd villas of the senators and opulent citizens, 
their, wealth served only to the bold and rapaemaa 

Iburbarians^ the noblest of the Romans, in the bosom 
peaceful indolence, were led away into Scythian qaptivityil 
and their sovereign might view, from his palace, the hpsti^ 
flaines which were insolently 5|>read to the gate^ of the 
penial city. At the distance only of forty miles, Anastasiifa. 
was constrained to establish a last frontier ; his long wn%> 
of sixty miles from the Propontis to the Euxine^ pr9<^imp4 
tbe impotence of his arms; and as the danger became 
i|ni||in#i|t, new fortifications were added hy tlie indefatig^l^ 
prndenoe of Justinian f. ; 

Asia Minor, after the submission of the Isaurians|, re<% 


* Xcfndl^oQ llelienic. I iii. c. After a long and tedious coi)Terf^o|| 
with the Bysantifte deciidliiers, iiow refre^tng is the truth, the ni|i||jlh;HMgi 
the elegafice of an Attic writer ! 

t Sei tlw tea* wall in Evej^usXL iv.c. S8.). wlio^ Mtk^ 
from th^ fou^rtbbouk of the Sdifi<^,ftJto^t{Aikiiipo8 'fM 

I Ihr liid wtm of this history, I We somefiiyes mg^onedi 
ia^.nieffisv , -hasty ianoi^s ^ of the lsauriaaS| 'fim vi^ * 

niNss 



Wittiom ' ' TlMIe 

'':1K%5' ' MM disdained ‘ m ’ he '' tb# ««it^l» - 'ef 
hundred land n 

ihdejllieiil^ raphi^. H'he most successfi^ prin^eerirv- 

the moumsins end the despair of (be 
matHres: tbetr Eerce spirit was someiimes sbotlted with gifb^ 
jliSladioetifnes restrained by terror; and a mir*rary count, 
‘With tiitee legions, fixed his peimiinent and igndminrtons 
ititioB III the heart of tlie Roman provinces Btrt ^no 
the Vigilance of power relaxed or diverted, ihlin 
tij^i^aSraied squadronis descended from the btHs, md 
i^itided tbO peaceful plenty of Aliliough the lsatn4^s 
wOrii noi lemOrkiblc for stature or bravery, want rendeifed 
^eOi^%old, and experience made them skilfal in the exer-» 
Oite of pietilatory War. They advanced with secrecy 40d 
8|>eed to the auack of Villages and deFenceless toWnsf^ theit' 
ftying parties have sometimes fmiched the HeHespOnt;*AiiB 
Buxine, and the gates of Tarsus, Antioch, or I>aeta8^uS^ ;* 
ind the spoil was lodged in their inaccessible mountaibs, 
liefore the Roman troops had received their orders, or the 
distant province hud computed its loss. The gtiift of rd^l- 
lioo and robbery excluded them from the rights of national 
enemies; and the magistrates were instructed by an edict, 
#ut the trial ot punishment of an Isaurian, even on the 
festival of Easter, was a meri torious act of justice and piety X* 
If the cOplivea were condemned to domestic slavey, they 
ttfilihtained, whli their sword or dagger, the private quarrel 
of their niasters *; and it was found expedient for the puhMe^ 
tranquillity, to prohibit the service of such dangeiws retdin« 
ers. When their countryman Tarcalissaeus or Zeno ascend- 
ed' the throne, he invited a faithful and formidable band of 
llan^ans, who insalted the courtand city, and were reWWriefi 
by an annual tribute of five thousand {KHifids of golA^ But 


• TiebtHuti PolUo in Hist. Angnst. p. 107. who lived under DioeWtian, 
, See iiko wise paucirolus ad not. Imp. Orient, 
t^liLThfXKios. 1. ix. lit. 8^. leg. witha copioas coileetive Apd^titiou 
^OocRProy, tom. iii. p. 266, 267. 


o/ an Inm^d^jounds of jjfote, and e 

tl^pcace rnigat afiford a pretence, bat Zeno was ^ 
twvalour andiscnrlce of the ^ - 
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'yii^bey mai^i'i^d, %h 

i^eifil^iid 

A^# the denth^* ZetiOp his successor Ana^tissiiis 
difir'^pt»ieii8» exposed iljeir peisons to the fenfeege pf t]^ 
f^ecpK banished them from Constantmople, aud pf,epiill^:to 
•uslaiti awar>which left only the alternaiive of yjctory^r 
servitude. A brother of the last emperor usurped the 
Augustus^ his cause was powerfully support^ by^^he /rrm* 
the treasures, and the magazines, collected by Zepo; and me 
nittive Isaurians must have filmed the smalle^l pt^tldo of 
hundred and fifty tliousand Barbarians uader J’lif stand^^ 
which was sanctifietl, for the first timei by the pret^ce ^ a 
figltiing bishop. Their disorderly numbers were vanquished 
in the plains of Phrygia by the valour and discipline of |be 
Ghtbs; but a war of six years almost exhausted the course 
l>f the emperor**. The Isaurians retired to their moutuaips; 
their fortresses were successively besieg(;*d and ruined ; tteir 
Communication with the sea was intercepted ; the brav^s^c^ 
Iheir leaders died in arms; the surviving chiefs, before tlieir 
execution, were dragged in chains through the hippodroiie; 
a colony of their youth was transplanted inlo Thrace, and the 
l^emnantof the people submitted to the Roman government. 
Vet some generations elapsed before their minds were reduced 
tp dre level of slavery. The populous villages of Mount 
Taurus were filled witli horsemen and archers ; they resisted 
ibe imposition of tributes, but they recruited the armies of 
Justinian ; and his civil magistrates, the proconsul of Cappa* 
docia, the count of Isnuria, and the praetors of LycaCnip and 
^idia, were invested with military power to restrain the 
|^ip»Cfitiou$ practice of rapes and assassj nations +. 

. If we extpiid our view from the tropic to the mouth of rite 

^ The Isaarian war and the triumph of Auastasius arc bdedy an<j (krk<»> 
ly tepmsented by John Malala (tom. ii, p. 106, 107.), EvaRnii5(l. iihe. $5.), 
Mpopliaues (p. ila«— I'iO.), and the chronicle of Marceliiiius. # 

f PoHOs ea regio (saysi Justinian) Viros hal)€t, nec in uUo diff«%ih 
1^6^ ppocOf ias (Fen^. h i. c. 19.), marks an es<«ential difference botwoau 
ibclr character; yet in tbrmer ctti^# $bc. Lycaoimos an^py^hafis 

had ilipifiifi liheity the (Xeiiop^i^ JAna^ati^ iii^ 

«. iosdidao latroduces Mine ^dse and lidiculous eruiiiti^A of the^ancknt 

.eanpfe- t;he'' dW^ »>sy and oCJbyeaon, who, after risifing Aome (hstii b«. 
ihrt iEnc»), and people to Lycaoiua (Xoveil. S4, 95, 
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i^»|Rir..‘ «bs«t w; ^ :b»ii4«fbf i, |>lWiHiP^<Hls a!^ 

otbgr.4ywlll| y|^ l^ punyiruct^.ija 

pr««Ki|Cti4lli fi;jie«>cll^« G'>tUs, a ^ploAy of 

sJie^ib«i^ju)d.WBrrk>ri>t. Frpu thatpeA^i^vl4,t,pjlVeb 
thit (M|«i^r» <»fv« of ibe Jtja^ine was secojjejiiJjj: 


alKiptxs^or by religiou; and the, pgcsfi^iop,of 
Ql^^^$.(gif.Mackat, tha MingreUa of aiodeni, gcograpbjV* 
iO|p becmne f ha objact of aaiwpoiiaDt urac. Ji-ebiz^ud,;^ 
af|||r^aM» ««at of a romantic empue, was indebted tot 
tfm iitMsralijty of Justiniaa for a. church, an aqueduct, apd ^ 
c««lle, H^Oiife d^-heaara hawn in tUo solid rock. J^rom thaf 
iBArHKne, city,! A itontier line of five hupdrod miles may bii; 
drwfa ^the/ortreM of Circesium, the laist JKoman stotippf 
on !tlia &^>rates J, Above T'rebizond iqarnediately, and, 4 vp 
days journey to the south, the country rises into dark forests 
and craggy mountains, as savage though nipt so lo% as *h#, 
AJftA and the Pyrenees, In this rigorous climate whejr% 
tliA. snows seldom melt, the fruits are tardy and tasteless, evei| 
||g^y is poisonous i the most industrious tillage would hA 
confined to some pleasant vullies ; and the pastoral Irihua 
obtained a scanty sustenance from the flesh aitd milk of thdii; 
cattle. The C’Aa/yZitCMS || derived their name and,tempe|. 


♦ Sc« Procnpws, Pet^lc. I. f. c. 19. The altar of flafciona! cfmcord, of 
•mmail sacrifice aad oaths, which Diaclctiaa had erected the itde <4' 
ph^Otifie, wits demolish, t;d by Justinian with less poliry than zcaL 
t Ptocopius do Ediheiis, 1. iii. c. 7. Hist. I viit. c. 3, 4. Tlicse uttaitM 
bitimift Goths had rcAtsod to follofir the Btntidard of Theodoric. As late <«l 
tJic Jtvth and xWth centuty, the name and nation might be disco\ ered be^ 
tvveen CnfFa and the streigfitS of Aioph (d’Anvitle Memoircs dc rAcademlie, 
tom. sax. p. 'JIO.). They well deserved the ciirioAity ot* Busbeqmus (p. ^31 
but fccem to lusve vauislied in tlic more recent account oi the Mi^ 
iduas du Levant (tom. i.), Tott, Peyssonel, &c. 

J For the i^ctv^rajjhy and arpbitecture of this Armenian bdrdei^ ese tfai 
Persian Wars and Edthces (1. ii. c. 4—7. 1. iii, c. 2—7.) of Procopius. ^ 

I The country is described by Tournefort (N^oynge an Levant, tom. iti; 
lettte xvii, xviii.y. That skilful Botanist soon discovered Hie ^iant thhh ia* 
fect% tbc ^mey (Plin. xxi. 44» 45 ). lie obbcrves, that the soldiers of LucmIt 
hts might indeed he astonished at Uie cold, since, even in tl>e plain 
tiii% suow aomettmes falls in Jtme, and die harvest is seldom foaished be^nd 
ftcfitcanber. llm hiha of Armenia are below the fortieth degree of 
hat la the mmiiimiiiem country which 1 inhabit, it ia a^ell known that am aa* 
cant of dome hoars carries the trar clter fitun the dimataef Imigisedoe iaitlml 
of and a geadfal the^ has been introduced, that dlMlor 

an oltammd of idOO ^nsm ts~ 0 (|fifvaloist to thO' aaldii>f 4'# 

Vnyageiile^Cmmdbms-laMtimtm^ 

^ I ideimhy'itr'fifaxiinity of the Cimlylwaa^ or imiy jih lid 

vai^plid in 3crabo (I xii. p^^35»6ad.^OdhHw(GiQagia9^ 



vtnde¥ 

asM 2 a an luninfv^tttipt^^ 
war atid rapine* Under therein of Jeatintan/they#^k^niif^ 
led|i;ed the God and the emperor of die R6inattV0«d^«S?l^ 
were boilt in the iii<jitt>cces!jihfe tb 

tbd" atnbition of the Persian Wionnrt^h*'. Thie (mntii|iill 
fOOfte of the Euphrates descends froth die Ohdlj^blhii nif^ihljll 
ta^na^ ancl eeehis to flow towards the west and the 
bending to the south-west, the riter puases under the #{rH^ 
Sat&la fitnd MeMtene (which were restdred by Justinfan the 
boJnfritks of the lesser Armenia’), and grhddnlly approacBcs 
thi Mediterranean sea; till at length, lepeH^d by^USbiiM 
Taurus t, the Euphrates inclines his long and flejtibfij^codrse 
to the south-east and the gidph of Persia. Amoh^ thi 
Roman cities beyond the Euphrates, we di^ibguish tiro 
lucent foundations, vviiicli were named from Theodosius, and 
the ndics of the martyrs; and two Capitals, AihWa 
Edessa, which are celebrated in the history of 
Their strength was proportioned by Justinian to the dcitT^ 
of their situation. A ditch and palisade might be sufffcleni 
to resist tile artless force of the cavnliy of Scythia; blit 
more elaborate works were required to sustain n regular j^iege 
against the arms and treasures of the great king* His skil- 
fuUengineers uiidei'stood the methods of conducting deep 
mines, and of raising platforms to the level of tlie ram pa ft : 
he siiook the strongest battlements with his military engines^ 
sod sometimes advanced to the assault with aline of movea- 
ble turrets on the backs of elephants. In the great chics of 
the East, the disadvantage of space, perhaps of position, 
Was compensated by tiie zeal of the people, who seconded the 
K^rfisoii in the defence of ilieir ctmntry and religion ; and the 
fabulous promise of the Son of God, that Etiessa sliodld 
never be taken, filled the citizens with vjiliant confidence, and 

Fretet (Mem. clef Academic*, tom.iv, p.SOI.). Xcaowhoa 
rapines, in hlf romance (Cyrop;Bd. I. iii.) tlic same Barbarians agaiiie^ 
•htliad toflgtitib hirretTent (Anaba*^^^ 

. ♦ Persib. k i. Ci 15. De iri. c. (5. 

tkiJ. obstet ih nostra imifla %*enturU8 (Poinpdnms Mela, 

^ Aatnralist (v;- 20.), peracmifi^ the 

liwllilli th^csfwiliit. See the course of the TU ani 

Sttfdifitfiy mchb «x(peUeot tre^iie ot*d*An>'iUo. 


ilH' 

Me8Q!pibtafl^''''«lK! '-dnigiro^ 
a tw « | i*i y <i^ ^ whicbaf^rdttoiwve «B]r eo% 

were occupied by ouiq^rog^ (orift, 
BriWMIilad^ built ^one, or more imstily meted teftb tl^ 
-eiNMis fiittlMiiji of earth aiid" briclt^ The eye of 

and hb cruel precautioUf n)%l^ 
||||braiat the war into aome ioaely vale, whose peaceful n%tii^ 
€||pie€lied % trade and marriage^ were Ignorant of natlnt^l 
dlpoa^ tJie qoarreb of princes. Westward of the 
Btiplimtea;^ desert extends above six hundred nni|Ejs1||!t 
the Retl Sea. Nature had interjiosed a vacant solrtud® 
tiw^4)e ambition of two rival empires : the Arabians, tiH 
l#diog|tta}o^ Wfre formt<SU>le only as robbers ; and In titjj 
jwDOud aoeurlty of peace, the fortifications of Syria were 
neglected on the truest vulnerable side* 

.3ut the national enmity, at least the efiectsof that enmity* 
tel been suspended by a truce, which continued above fouTt 
ipi?eyeat<L A« ambassador from the emperor Zeno accoip- 
lliliied tlie rash and unfortunate Perozes, in his expedition 
s^inatthe Neptlialites or white Huns, whose conquests had 
l)(aen stretched from the Caspian to the heart of India, whose 
throne was enriched with emeralds f, and whose cavalry was 
supported by a line of two thousand elephants ;{:. The Per- 
sians were twice circumvented, in a situation which made 


♦ Proc»{)iii^j (Pcr$ir. J. ii. c. 12.) tells the story with the tone half sceptical, 
hiilf supers^tions^ of Hero<lotiis. The promise was not in the primitive ly^ 
ofifeusebius, hut dates at least from the year 400; and a tiiird lye, the VertJ ^ , 
was snm rai.sed on the two former (Evagrius, 1. iv. c. 27.). As Edess^i 
ht(\ Uvken, Tillemont mu$t disclaim the promise (Mem. lilccies. tom. i. 
p:Slfl083.617.). ; 

If Tlwiy were purchased from tlic merchants of AduUs who traded to Ind^i 
(C^jinmR, Topo'^raph. Christ. I. xi. p. 339.); yet in the estimate of precious 
the Scythian etikcruUi was the hrst, the Baqtrian tha^secoad, 
iitllltiopian only the third, (Hill’s Theophrastus, p. (il, &c. 9^.). Thepip^ 
dMCctp^i, &c. of emeralds, are involved in darkness; and it is doubt- 

ful Whetlu't we possess any of the twelve sorts, known to the ancients (Gq^ 
guct, Urii;aic des Loix, &c. part. ii. 1. ii. c. 2, art. 3.). In this wm the Huns 
gt)^|qr at least Peroxes lost, tlie finest pparl in the wprld,of vriiich Pnipdfhtf 

f The Infio-Scythiii continued to reign from the twnj^.ipf ApgOilQa (pionf4> 
P<fri^ct. 1008. witli the Counneutary of Eustathius, 

Mmpt; tom. iv.) lo tlmt of die elder JusUn (Co^uoi, ^'opwiii|il^ 

1. ki.lpt, SS8, 339.). Qn their origin and conquests* seed'Anv^^ar l!M% 
p. lb- ^3, tVc. 09. 8$. 89.) Xu the sec^d couturj, %y 
Laric^ or GuzeriiU 
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valour usde'*’ and flight haftoaribie ; and the dcMMeMbttiy 
of :be RuDSfi^aBa^tknred fagraiilitaryetmtagew. 
missed fdiHT rov'fti captive after tie bad sitbmttt«d mtoie lim 
majesty of a Barbarian; and the biimiMation vraa pMty 
evaded by the casuistical aubtiUty of the* Magi* who itifitMft* 
ed Peroaes to direc t his intehUr^ to tlie Tisitig sun. Tbt 
dignant l^occes^o^ of Cyrus ibrgot his danger and hit ginii- 
tode; he renewed the attack wi’h hfearfetrotig fury, ^nd Mit 
both his army and his life^. The death of Per<iaetabafi4tli« 
ed Persia to her foreign and domestic enemies ; and twelte 
years of confusion elapsed before his son Cabadet or Kcfead 
could embrace any^dteeigns of ambition or revenge. 
unkind parsknotiy of Anastasius was the motive or pfetente 
of a Roman war f ; the Huns and Arabs marched under the 
Persian ntandard, and the fortifications of ArnieiikaiHiMeiO* 
potamia were, at tfiat time, in a ruinous or imperfect condi^ 
tion. 'Ilie emperor returned his thanks to the govenior and 
people of Marty roj>olis> lor the prompt surrender of a C|||r. 
which could not be successfully defended, and the OotiflagmSfc 
tion of Theodosiopolis might justify tlie conduct of ibel# 
prudent neighbours. Amida sustained a long and deatniu* 
live siege: at the end of three months the loss of fijfty 
thousand of the soldiers of Cabades was not balanced by any 
prospect of success, and it was in vain tiiat tlie Magi deduced 
a flattering prediction from the indecency of' die women on 
the ramparts, who had rcVealed their most secret charms to 
the eyes of the assailants. At lengtli, in a silent nig^t, they 
ascended the most accessible tower, which was guarded only 
by some monks, oppressed, aflher tlie duties of a fesdvai, with 
sleep and wine, skmiing-iadders were applied at the dawn 
of day ; the presence of Cabades, his stem commund, and 
his drawn s word, compelled the Persians to vanquish; ahd 
before it was sheathed, fourscore thousand of the iahabitanto 
had expiated tlie blood of their companions. After the siege 

* See tbe fiite of Phirooz or Perozes, aod its consequences, in Procopiqt 
(Persic, i. i. c. S— >6.), wlio may be compared with the htiginents of Oriental 
itij^0ry (dllerb^at, Bibhot. Orient, p. S51. and Tcseira, ftastary or Pvrsit, 
traiiidatcd or abridged by Stevens, 1. i. c. 32. p. 1S2— 138.}. Tiic clirono-^ 
logy is ably ascercaiued by Asscinan (Bibiiot. Orient toin. iii. p. 396-^4£7r). 

t '11^ laminin war, under the reigns of Anastastius and Justin, may be 
coUeoied fro«a Procopius (Persic. L i. c. 7, 8, 9 ), Thepohnnes (in ChtoUp' 
grapli. p, Evagrius (1. iii. c. 37.), MarceJliims (m Chron. p. 47.), 

anti Josue Styhtes (apud Asseman. tom. i. p. 272 — 281.). 

V oi.. V. 'j O 



I|^ HISTOEir XltE OSCXINE ABfO T ktt 

Ami<f% thiJ wiir continued tliree years, and the unhappy 
^ ipontier tasted the fall measure of its calamities. The gjoM 
ef Altettsto iras ofiemi too late, the number of his troops 

defeated by the number of their generals; the country 
ffliatripped of its inhabitants, ami both the li^ng and the ' 
defd ^€ie abandoned to the wild beasts of the desert. The 
Ifpbtance of Edessa, and the deficiency of spoil, inclined the 
; pind of Cabades to peace : he sold his conquests for an exor* 
ptani price ; and the same line, though marked with 
slat^hler and devastation, still separated the two empires. 
i iTp atert the repetition of the same evils, Anastasius resolved 
to found a new colony, so strong, that it" should defy the 
r power of the Persian, so far advanced towards Assyria, that 
' its stationary troops might defend the province by the menace 
oropemtion of offensive war. For this purpose, the town of 
Dtra*, fourteen miles from Nisibis, and four days journey 
from the Tigris, was peopled and adorned ; the hasty works 
of Anastasius were improved by the perseverance of Justi* 
niai} ; and without insisting on places less important, the for- 
tifications of Dara may represent the military architecture of 
tlie age. The city was surrounded w ith two walls, and the 
interval betw^cen them, of fifty paces, afforded a retreat to the 
cattle of the besieged. The inner wall was a monument of 
stangth and beauty : it measured sixty feet from the ground, 
and the height of the towers was one hundred feet; the loop- 
holes from whence an enemy might be annoyed with missile 
weapons, were small, but numerous : the soldiers were 
plarited along the rampart, under the shelter of double galle- 
ries, and a third platform^ spacious and secure, was raised on 
the summit of the towers. The exterior wall appears to have 
iieen less lofty, but more solid ; and each tower was protected 
by a quadrangular bulwark. A hard rocky soil resisted the 
Je^sof tl^e miners, and on the south* east, where the ground 
was more tractable, their approach was retarded by a new 
work, which advanced in the shape of an half-moon. The 
double and treble ditches were filled with a stream of water; 
and in the management of the river, the most dtilful labour 

* 

* The deicfiption of Dara is amply and corfcctly given by Pwapms 
(Pe^c. I i c. to. I ii. c. De Edtbc. 1. ii. c. 1, 2, §. 1. iti. c. 4 
tie wtuation in d^AnviMe (ITuphratc elle Xigre, p. 

to doable the interval between Para and Nisibis. ’ 
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was employed to supply the inhabUantSi to distress ^ ‘ 
besiegers, and to prevent the mischiefs of a natural or 
cial inundation. Dara continued more than sixty years to 
fulfil the wishes of its founders, and to provoke the jealou^ 
of the Persians, who incessantly complained, that this impreg- 
nable fortress had been constructed in manifest violatioii of 
the treaty of peace between the two empires. 

Between the Euxine and the Caspian, the countries 
Colchos, Iberia, and Albania, are intersected in every direc- 
tion by the branches of Mount Caucasus ; and the two priii- 
cipal gates, or passes, from north to south, have been fre-| 
queiitly confounded in the geography iKjth of the ancients^ 
and modems. The name of Caspian or Jlbaniun gatoSi is 
properly applied to Derbend*, which occupies a short decli- 
vity between the mountains and the sea : the city, if we give 
credit to local tradition, had been founded by the Greeks ; 
and this dangerous entrance was fortified by the kings of; 
Persia, with a mole, double walls, and doors of iron. The' 
Iberian gates f are formed by a narrow passage of six miles 
in Mount Caucasus, which opens from the northern side of 
Iberia or Georgia, into tlie plain that reaches to the Tanais 
and the Volga. A fortress, designed by Alexander perhaps, 
or one of his successors, to command that important pass, 
had descended by right of conquesit or inheritance to a prince 
of the Huns, who offered it for a moderate price to the em- 
peror: but while Anastasius paused, while he timorously 
computed the cost and the distance, a more vigilant rival 
interposed, an<l Cabades forcibly occupied the streights of 
Caucasus. The Albanian and Iberian gates excluded the 
horsemen of Scythia from the shortest and most practicabl* 
roads, and the whole front of the mountains wspi covered by 
the rampart of Gog and Magog, the long wall which has 

* For die city and pass of Dcrbend, see d’Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient, p. 157. 
S91. 807.), Petiie de ^ Croiz (Uiu de Gensiscan, 1. iv. c. 9 ), HistOire 
Geiiealogtque de^ Tatars (tom. i. p. 190.), Olearius (Voyage en Perse^ 
p. 1039 — and Corneille Ic Bruyn (Voyajtes, torn. i. p. 140, 147.): Ine 
view may be compared with tlie plan of Oleahus, who judges the wall to be 
of sbeils imil grave! hardened by time. 

t Procopio^ thongh witli some confusion, alw^s denomioaies them Cas* 
plan (Persic, b i. c. 10.). Tlie pass is now styled Tatartopa, the Tartapfates^ 
Oepgrapliie 

20s 
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^ted t]>e dirioiit^ of m Ambian calipb * and a Ritstiaa 
OMMjuetort Accocdiog to % recent deacriptioo, huge ^ones 
8^^ ftet thick* twenty-one feet in length, or height,, are 
oktifiQi&lJy joined without iron or cement, to compose a wall, 
whaih runs above three hundred miles from the shoraeof 
Qlthend, over the hills and through the vailies of.Oiighestaa 
And Georgia. Without a vision, such a work might bei 
undertake by the policy of Cabades ; withoat a miracle, it 
might be accomplished by bis son, 8<x formidabie to the 
Romans under the name of Chosroes ; m> deai to the Orientals^ 
under the appellation of Nushirwan. The Persian monarch 
^d in his hand the keys both of peace and wair ; hot ha 
stipulated, in every treaty, that Justinian should contribute to 
tha expense of a common barrier, which equally protected 
the two empires from (he inroads of the Scythians 

Vll. Justinian suppressed the schools of Athens and the 
consulship of liome, which bad given so many sagea and 
heroes to mankind. Both these institutions had long since 
degenerated from their primitive giory; yet some reproach 
may be justly inhicted on the avarice and jealousy of a 
prince, by whose band such venerable ruins were destroyed. 

Athens, after her Persian triumphs, adopted the philoso* 
jAy of Ionia and the rhetoric of Sicily; and tliese studies 
Uecame the patnmony of a city whose inliabitants, about 
&irty thousand males, condensed, within the period of a 
ttogte life, the genius of ages and millions. Our sense of 
^ dignity of human natuce is exalted by the siim|iieEecol« 
Ipction, that Isocrates ^ was the companion of Plato aod 


'* The iraagiaary ram(mi>t of Qo^ and Magog, which arat scrioialy <»(>k>iy 
ft tnid belk^d^b^ «r cunph of the ixtli century, appeRr» lo be ejerived from 
tb# jpUitBv ^ Muimt Cmtcms, nndl a va^uc ceport of eba ^f C^ihi 
(W0gr«ph^K«ijlH(^Asi8j^u. 867— *ii70. M«incjire8 (ht aioib 

f See a learned dissertatioa of Baier, dc muro Caucaseo, in Comment. 
4iiiid Fet»0|<ii. ^ tfl«h awn. » p. b«c n is» ilwci»iiCMrikra map 

llbw^ VSrkaD bbe<cinr ?9im became owtiter ef Bevbead in tbeyeiw 
11^ ^ ibt eiall wae |b(w4 t(» be d^^Euehian or 

pibf^ INW feet ; Ml dm wMm sme adiar morr Bwr 

^ the foruSottioM and treatise of ChoaroM ee NedbemMt « Pro* 
i. M W. k it^taqA AUeiWet (p. M«>. 



mw . 'piS 

X^enopbon ; be assiitedf pe«bap» witb/l^e |Mig|pani 
Thu€y4icies, m tlie jf^t repieaeatatians oi Oe^ip^i^ of 
Sophocles and ibe Ipbigenia at Euripides; ai^ 
pupils u^^sehines and Demostheoes contended for ,tl]^ 
of patriotisin in the presence of Aristotle the o^har o£ 
Thx^brasto^ who taught at Alhe^ withthe founders of Jhe 
Stoie and Epicuteau »ects *. The ingmuous youth of Atdca 
ei\joyed the benehts o4* their doinestic edutiaiQo> wbichwas 
caminiinicated without envy to the rival cities^ Twp thou* 
sand disciples beard the lessons of Tiieophrastus f * the 
schools of rhetoric must have been still more populous tbaa 
those of philosophy ; aud a rapid succession of students dif- 
fused the fame of their ttacbers^ as far as the utn^t limits: of 
the Grecian language and name. Tliose limits were csalar- 
ged by the victories of Alexander; the arts of Athens iur* 
vived her treed om ami dominion ; and the Greek colonies 
which the Macedonians planted in Egypt, and scattered oyer 
Asia, undertook long and frt^uaiit pilgrimages to worship the 
Muses in their favourite temple on the banks of the Ilissus. 
The Latin conquert»rH respectfully listened to the instructions 
of tfaeir sulyects and captives; the names of Cicero and 
Horace were enrolled in the schools of Athens ; and after the 
perfect settlement of tin) Roman empire, the natives ofltaly^ 
of Africa, and of Britain, conversed in Uie groves of the 
iicademy with their fellow-students of the East 7'he studies 
of philosophy and eloquence are congenial to a popular s^ate,, 
which encourages tlie freedom of inquiry, and submits oidy 
tx^ th^ force of persuastom la the republics of Greece apd 
Eottie, the art of speaking was the powerful engine of patri* 
otkia or ambition ; and tlie schools of rhetoric poured ibrth 
a colony of statesn^n and legislators. When the liberty t>f 
public debate was suppressed, the orator, in the itonour^le 
profeasioa of an advocate, might plead the cause of ipno* 
Cioi^ aiad yostice. lie ndgh^ abu^ his talents in the. loore 

SM Plutarch (five anonymous), in Vit, X. Otaforum, l5S8~t54j|.!ctfic 
iflSteph. Phot! tod. cctii. i45d. ' *- ’ * V^L 

** The ftdiodli ol Athiouk am copiously though coactiely 
the Fofttma Attica pf Meursius (a viii. p. 6d— 73. in tom. i. <hp.)> For 
the state and arts 6t' the city, se^ th4 €h»t book of PaasimiiQ,iia<f i 
tvhor itodid vabtne of guthfon^ 

wiw».hHodt OI|#p. sect. ■ 

t Oiogeo. Laert. Ue Vil% PhiIos^|^t.v.seg;m. Sf. p.lmlt 



3llii BUTOftY 0f TBB BBCUiri AND FAtL 

pNSlf^bte tnAt ef fMnegyrie ; aofi th« tune precepts eonti* 
nue4 to dictilr fitaci^ decUiDAOom of the sopbiat, »i)4 
tbi beuitfes of lustorical ccnapositios. The t^stemt- 
whidl ptofetted to an£s4d the natnre of (Sod, of men, and of 
tlw totitorse, entertaffled the curiosity of the phiioeophic etu*. 
dtoft and according to the temper of ins mind* be might 
dtoht with (be sceptics, or decide with the stoics, sublioaely' 
speculate wiUi Plato, or severely argue with Aristotle. Tbe< 
pride of the adverse sects had fixe^ an unattainable term of 
metal happiness and petfsetion : but the race was gbrioua- 
aad^ealubiiy : the disciples of Zeno, and even those of £pi« 
cutos, were taught both to act and to suffer ; and die death of 
Petronios was not less effectual than that of Seneca, to hum- 
ble a tyrant the discovery of bis impotence. The light of 
science could not indeed be confined within the walls of 
Athew. Her incomparable writers address tbemseives tp 
the Ituman race ; the living masters emigrated to Italy and 
Asia ; Ber 3 rius, in laipr times, was devoted to the study of the. 
law ; astronomy and physic were cultivated in the musaeum 
of Alexandria ; but the Attic schools of rhetoric and pbilo- 
sopliy maintained their superior reputation from the Pelopon- 
nesian war to the reign of Justinian. Athens, though situ- 
ate in a barren soil, possessed a pure air, a free navigation. 
Slid the monuments of encient art. That sacred retirement 
was seldom disturbed by the business of trade or govern- 
ment ; and the last of the Athenians were distinguished by 
their lively wit, the purity of their taste and language, their 
social manners, and some traces, at least in discourse, of the 
magnanimity of dieir fadiers. In the suburbs of the city, 
the academy of the Platonists, the Igcawn of the Peripate- 
the poHicn of the Stoics, and the garden of the £picu- 
leans, were planted with trees and decorated with statues ; 
and the philosophers, instead of being immured in a cloister, 
delivered thehr instnictions in spacious and pleasmil. walks, 
which, at different hours, were consecrated to the exercises of 
the mitid and body. The genius the founders still lived 
in those Vtiieralile seats; the arnbition succeeding to the 
mnstem of human reason, excited a generous emulation ; and 
the merit Af the candidates was thstenninedii on ea<di «MBO(y« 
by the free vmties of an enlightened penile. TTte Athenlati 
profesaoN were paid by their dbciples : according to their 



or TSi$ aovA.K SMPiitE. 

mutual wants and abilities, dia pt^e appfan tnhaiie varied 
franl' "a Viinato a taieot ; tod Isocrater Id|toiei1& ikpddea : 
tto avaitee of tfa^ sofdints> reqoiM tn liis sdiooi rbttoli^ • 
aboiat thir^ poun^ from each of his bundnSl pttfnhi. ; JFw ' 
wi^ of sndustty are just ai»l honourable, y<^ the aitoM 
Isortofes shed tearsattbe first receipt of a stip^: tbe%oio> 
might bhish when Ik was hired to preadi thceonteiDpI^ 
nion^ { and I shouitl be sony to discover, that Aiistotie ar - 
Plato so far degenerated from the example of Soora^,’ iato ; 
excluinge knowledge for gn4d. But -some property of lands 
and heittscs was settled by the permisswn qf the laws, tod tho ' 
legacies of deceased friends,, on the pbHoMphie efatos,^' 
Athms. Epicurus bequeathed to his discipl^ tlte ga''*^9 
which he had purchased for eighty mins or two hundred «id 
fifty poimds, with a fund sufficient for their frugal sqboist- 
enee and monthly festivals * ; and the patrimony of Pis|So, 
afforded an annual rent, which, in eight centuries, was gradur 
aHy increased from three to one thousand pieces of gold f. 
The sdiools of Athens were protected by. tlie wisest and most 
virtuous of the Roman princes. The library which Hadrian 
founded, was piaced in a portico adorned with pictures, sta- 
tues, and a roof of alabaster, and supported by one hundred 
columns of Phrygian marble. The public salaries were 
assigned by the generous spirit of the Antonines ; and eacls 
professor, of politics, of rhetoric, of the Platonic, the Peripa- 
tetic, the Stoic, and the Epicurean philosophy, received an 
annual stipend of ten thousand drachmae, or more than three 
hundred pounds sterling:];. After the death of Marcus, 
these liberal donations, aad tlie privileges attached to the 
tkfona of Science, were abolislied and revived, diminished 
and enlarged; but some vestige of royal bounty may 1» 
found under the successors oF Constantine ; and their nrbi- 

♦ the testament <Tf Epicurus ia Diogen. Laert. 1, x. se^. 16—20. 
p. 611, 612. A single epistle (ad Familiapes xiii. 1.) displajs ttie 

rlie Areopfigiis, the fidelity ot' the Epicupuaos, the dexiroils politeness ef 
CicerUi and the mixture of contempt and esteexn with which, the lh>inan 
senatcirs contidercd the phd^swphy and piHlosopher§ohOre®e©t > . . 

“f Bamasciftij ih Vit ^dOT. apmi. fhotium# cotj. ccxhi.p. iOW. - 

J See Ludan (in Eunech. lom. ii p. 350— 

^in Vil. St^hist, I ii. c. 2 X and Dioi? Cassius, or Xiphilin (I Ixxi. p* tlO^.), 
-*^Wthdf e^tob ©uSohi/OicAw aud Eeimar* and, nhpvjp all# 

tiopip p,,3#>-'-374^pt»tei thehec contfihuuons 

fixed stipend fer the profeitor. j v" 



pT.3mM : 


FA LL 


l^ertX 
m 


<^woifby, wduiate^miglit^ teni,p| 
^p^herf i^f tfk&g, to tile <Iayj^ of mderpt^dei^ and 
“ R IS j4hiafkalile, tba^ 

iphiloso- 

wliicn th^ ^tisidered as e(5[ualfy os^f ^ 
is.e^u^T(y innocec^. Sociut^ had ferineriy Ij^ii Ae *^tid 
rpproac^ pfhis countiy ; and the lirst lessons ^ Epiai- 
]^U8 so straagply scandalized the piohs can of the Athentaus, 
that by his exile, and that of Ins antagonists, they siteced 
'al| vain disputes concerning the nature of the ^odd, ifdt in 
phe ensuing year they re<kl1ed the fiasty decree, rel®red the 
^Jl^erty of the schook, and were convinced, by the exper^Uce 
^ ot moral character of philosophers fe hot 

hy the diversity of their theologicai specidaticms f. 

TOe Gothic arms were less fatal to the schools of Athens 
tiiah the establishment of a new religion, whose thinistefs 
fup^eded the exercise of reason, resolved eveiy qne^ionhy 
an article of faith, and condemned the infidel or sojptic to 
eternal flames. In many a volume of laborious conCrovers^’^, 
they exposed the weakness of the understandingand the cor- 
ruption of the heart, insulted human nature in die sages'of 
antiquity, and proscribed the spirit of philosopliical itiqiifiy, 
io repugnant to tlie doctrine, or at least to the tetnpet, of ah 
humble believer. The surviving sect of the Platonists, Wtihiti 
Flato would have blushed to acknowledge, exlraVagafilly 
mingled a sublime theory with the practice of suplrsti1?imi 
Ind magic; and as they remained alone in tlie midst of a 
Christian wwld, they indulged a secret rancour hgaiiist the 
government of the church and slate, whose severity waS 
impended over their heads. About a century after die relj^ 
%f Julian:}:, Proclus| was peiHiitted to teach in the pfeilosO* 

j • Bni^cr, ni»t Cnt. Pliilosopli. torn. ii.. p. SIO, &c. 

birth of Epicum is fiiwd to the year StiK befere Christ 
eia. 3. ; mid he opcoed his •cbf>rki m Athens, CMytap* eitm. 0, 
IpOl yMtrs before rinj some »ni. This intoienint law (Athemstis, 1* jciii. 

Ijdilvuiis), 4, V. i. 86* p. t90. Mins PoUaa. i». si 
'«ir the sucooediBg vear (hitcmiiis, Ooii. p^ m 

pd Dingeii i^. p, «04. CowioifWi k.m at, 

the Peiapm^, aaddiseiiikaf 

a|iptoPNai‘ia^ltwsi stuaMS'vxtio. 

jt 4^is fpiimcifttl anti; the Pagans radiitncd theirxalsatttica teh 
il^jgf^ y h gLjt i wo . PVechis, wliose antWitlt is marked telnt hMwsd^ 

it8. (Mtiki. ta Vit^ Pi^ * ^ . 

I Ibchrc ofProdus, by Marinas, was published by Fabricius (liambttrgh, 







HI8TOr¥"6f FAtt 

like Dd%I^ ^te liaRgtt^/ tlie cso^ 
is; ilia thattlRi^giiiky sometii^ 

I ihift tlie mtSjiocent W«?rfe oftea Tiic 

fta&t' of Ac ' phitescphers pfov^k<»4«^.Aci!ft 
r'^ie‘ TeAl %i^ Pcrsiatis; aiMl''thcy wcfc 

ili?:ed^ deeply p^ap^ than 
tfidttj thit? pluraWiy of wives and ieonctibmes, tlse io- 
licltootil marriiSgCs^ and the i!;i}St6m of exposihjg di^d bodies 
''W Ae <!b^« aid vnltnfes;, instead of hiding them iw Ae 
llltl?, bir ibissniining them with fire. Their refjentance was 

return^ and they loudly declared 
they fjad rather die on the borders of the empire, than 
ehjby the wealth and favour of the Barbarian. From this 
jonrhey, however, they derived a benefit Which reflects the 
pnrisi lustre on the character pf Chosroes. He required, 
that tfe i^even sages who had visited the court of Persia, 
ahould he exempted from the penal laws which Justinian 
enacted against his Pagan subjects ; and this privilege, ex'^ 
Jiiressly stipulated in a treaty of peace, was guarded by the 
yigilance of a powerful mediator Simplicius and his 
jcbmpanrohs ended their lives in peace and obscurity; and as 
they left no disciples, they terminate the long listbf Grecian 
philosopher^, who may be Justly praised, notwithstanding 
iheir dilfects, as Ibe wisest and most virtuous of^heir con- 
tetnporane^. The writings of Simplicius are now extant. His 
physical aiid metaphysical comthentaries on Aristotle have 
passed away with the fashion of the times; bat Immoral 
intefpretatibn of Epictetus, is preserved in Ae" library of 
Rations, asaplassichook, most excellently adapted to direct 
Ale will, to purify the heart, and to confirm the understand- 
fBg.by a just confidence iii the nature both of God and man. 
Abbnt the same tithe that Pythagoras first invented the 
of philosO|Ael*, liberty and the consiAsbip were 
fom^ed a| Pome by the ejder Bfutus. The |'typl|itk)n^ of 
fhb c^hsfilat office, which may be viewed in the successive 
ipjjistipcp, a shadp]V| and a name, have been 

ii/p. 69 , 70, 71.} curious stor|« Cbosroes 

wvvwtim^' «uppncin the year 531,' hisfirit iMace with ihi^ Ho<* 

t>fejgmoi|ig of 533, a date compatible Wmi hb 
jwe aadt the o^d age pf Isidore (Asseman. BiMiot. Orient tbnf. iii, 
404 . ftigi, tom. ii. p. 543. 550.). 




HlJtaftlT' Of fAtt 

ivol in tfaei mifnb ^ tliejr 

ill fpeedf mlomdon; tfaef npfiin^ the gm^ 
#ilfr of mic^^vt ptma^, by wfewnn il wm 

MMMiMd in the first ymr of tlmk m§n ; »nd tbree 

after the ileach of Juslinian^ before ite obsdtte 
h$A bi^n toppremd by eii«lom> 
by laO*’. The koperfect mode of dislitigoidhiiif 
emit yem% the mme of a tbagisireie, was utaaily «u{ip|ie4 
by *ttie dale of a jpermatieni ®ra t the ci*eatioii oi* tJio?rwld, 
neeordifig to Ihe myitaagiiit version, was aUoj^ted by the 
and die Latins, since the age of Charlemagne^ 
have nofn>{mted their time from the birth of Ctuiai:t> 


Victor, Marius, &c. tlie secret history vras composed, and, iu the cyes^of 
froco^iia, the consulship was hnaUv abolished. 

• By Leo the philosopher (Novell, xciv. A.D. 886--^U .)• See Pagi " 
^jDisserCal* Hy|>atica, p. 525—863.) and Ducange (Gloss. Grsec. p. I«6i>5, 
flSlSw). /lEven the title was vilified j consuktus coditilli .... vilescunt, 
aayt the it^^peror bunself. 

t, According to Julius Africanus, Src. the world was created the first 
^Stptemher, 5508 years, tliree months, and twenty-five days before the 
imtli'oC Christ (sec Petrou, Antiquile des I’ems defendUc, p. 20—38*) ; 
and this xm has been used by the Greeks, the Oriental Christians, and even 
by the Russians, till the reign of Peter L The period, howevci' arbitrary, 
ft diear and convenient. Of the 7306 years which are supposed to elapse 
film the creation, we shall find 8000 of ignorance and darkness; 2000 
clincr fabulous or doubtful; looo o£ ancient history, commencing with 
the Persian empire, and the republics of Rome and ARiens; lOOO from 
the foil of ilie Roman onpire in the west to the discovery of America; and 
the remaining 296 will almost complete three centuries of the modern 
of Europe and mankind. I regret this chronology, so for preferable 
!|p»ieur double «»d perplexed method of counting backwards ano forwards 
the mrs before and after the Christian sera. 

®ra of the world has prevailed in the East since the vith general 
f ( A.P- 681 ). In the W est the Christian aera was first invented in 

Ihfvitli century : it was propagated in the viiith by the authority and 
v^lWliigs of venera^ Bede; but it was not till the xtb that the use be- 
. kgal and popular. See TArt de verifier les Dates, Dissert. Preli- 
iriinairc, p. iii. xii. Dictionaire Diplomatique, tom, i. p. 
i^e works of a laborious society of Bcuedictiue monks. 
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(f JmtmiaH in 

L fmgus^ Beihariits.—He mmiu md 
Kingdom^ 0/ Jfrica.^Hu Trlumph^-^TIte (JotMc 
iffrm^versSicHj^, Naples, and Rome, •^Siege ^ 
tkt Gotks4 — Their Reheat and Loms-^Smrender 
vtmM^Oiory of BeUsarius, — •His domesfio Shame ^ 
Mifoeimes^ , . ^ 

W HEN Ju«tinian ascended the throne, about fifty yeats 
after the fall of the V\ estern empFre, the kingdoms of the 
Goths and Vandals had obtained a solid, and, as |t miglit 
seem, a legal establishment both in Europe aiirf Afriea, 
The titles which Roman victory had inscribed, were enized 
with equal justice by the sword of the Barbarmns; and their 
successful rapine derived a more venerable sanction iVom 
time, from treaties, and from the oaths of fidelity, already 
repeated by a second or third generation of bbedieilt^lhb- 
jects. Eivperience and cbrislianiiy had refuted the super- 
stitious hope, that Rome was founded by the gods to 
for ever dver the nations of the earth. But the proud claim 
Sf perpetual and irideibasible dominion, which her soldicSrs 
could no longer maintain, was firmly asserted by her states- 
men and lawyers, whose opinions have been someiiiitee 
revived and propagated in the modern scdiools of 
deuce. After Rome herself had beei* stripped of tfee ftn# 
perial purple, the princes q£ Constantinople assumed |he 
sole and sacred sceptre of the monarchy ^ demanded, m 
their rightful inheritance, the provinces tihich had feecii 
subdued by the consuls, or possessed by the Caesars; autd 
feebly aspired to deliver their faithful subjects of the West 
from the usurpation of heretics and Barbarians. The exe- 
cution of this splendid design was in some decree reserved 
for Justinian. During the five first years of hk reign, ||| 
reluctantly waged a costly and, unprofitable war agmdst tire 
Persians; till his pride subiiuUed to his ambition, and he 
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Mrehasad^ M the pttce oC four huci4i|e<l and forty thotiiEilid 
filtiriiis sterling, the benefit of a precaricHit truoe, wWeb^ 
iUMdie language of both ^nationf?^ was dignified with the ap-^ 
peiittioii 4f the endlm The safety of the East 

ilhtbled the emperor to emplo}’' his forces against the Van- 
the internal state of Africa afforded an honourable 
iWbliYe^ and promised a powerful supporti to idie Koman 
arms^. 


According to the testament of the founder, the African 
fcingdom had lineally descended to Hilderic, the eldest of 
the Vandal princes. A mild disposition inclined the son of 
a tyrant, the grandson of a conqueror, to prefer the counsels 
of clenieney and peace; and his actession was marked by 
the salutary edict, wliieh restored two hundred bishops to 
their churches, and allowed the free pvofessibu of the Atha- 
nasian creed f. Rat the Catholics accepted, with cold and 
transiehii gratitude, a favour so inadequate to their preten* 
sions, and the virtues of Hilderic offended the prejudices of 
his COuhtrymen. The Arian clergy presumed to insinuate 
that he had renounced the faith, and the soldiers more 
lohdiy complained that he had degenerated from the con* 
ragl^i hit ancestors. IJis ambassadors were suspected of 
a secret and disgraceful negociation in the Byzantine court; 
and his general, the Achilles as he was named, of the 
Vandals, lost a battle against the naked and disorderly 
Jdoors. The public discontent was exasperated by Gelimei;, 


• The complete series of the Vandal war is related by Procopius in a 
regtiliirand elegant narrative (I, i. c. p — 1. ii. c. 1-— 13.); and happy 
would be my lot, could I always tread in the footste}>s of such a gviiae. 
From the entire and diligent perusal of the Greek text, 1 liave a right W 
pronounce that the Latin French versions of Grotius and Cousin may 
not be implicitly trusted : yet the president Cousin has been often praised, 
nil4 Grotius was the lirst scholar of a learned age. 

t ^eliiiinart. Hist. Persemt. Vand-il. c. xii. p.580. His best evklence 
Ifi dKWIl from the lift; of St. Fulgcutius, composed by on e of bis disciples, 
IrWiCfr^od iu^a great measure in the annals of Baronins, and printed in 
seveiKl gr^t collections. (Catalog. Bibiiot. Bunavixnx, tom. i'. vol. ir. 
p. 1258/). 

'I For what quality of the mind or body? For Speed, or beauty, or 
w|)at language did the Vandals read Uoiner? Did he speak 
Cjiftriman^‘^Tl#Latins had umr v^jsiffus (Fabric, tom. i. 1. ii. c. 3. p. 297.) 3 
ffi tn ispite of the praises of Seneca (Consol, c. 26 .), thev appear to b|l4 
qmce tttccessfui in imitating, than in translating, the Greek 
B# the name of Achillea might be famous and popular, even aiuouf w 
B^bariam. " 



^ouA^ zuFim* 

trbiiiie age^ discaat^ fpid mHitarji^ fame, ga^e hiiki an ap* 
parent title to the succe98ion ; he assumed, with the ean$eili| 
of the nation, the reins of government ; and his unfoirtaiiiiiil 
sovereigis sunk without a struggle from the Unone lo a 
dungeon, where he was strictly guarded with a farth|ii 
counsellor^ and his unpopular nepliew the Achillea of ^tlia 
Vandals. ?Pat the indulgence which Hilderic bad shewn to 
his Catholic subjects had powerfully recommended hint to 
the favour of Justinian, who, for the benefit of his own sect, 
could acknowledge the use and justice of religious tr>lerawr 
tion : their alliance, while the nephew of Justin remained iO 
a private sjtation, was cemented by the mutual exchange of 
gifts and letters; and the emperor Justinian asserted the 
cause of royalty and friendship. In two successive em- 
bassies, he adnfonished the usurper to repent of hts treason, 
or fo abstain, at least, from any furiher violence^ which 
might provoke the displeasure of God and of the Bi>ihans; 
to reverence the laws of kindred and succession!, and to 
suffer an infirm old man peaceably to end his day#i either 
on the throne of Carthage, or in the palace of Constanti- 
nople. The passions or even the prudence of Geliraer 
polled him to reject these requests, which wert^rged^in the 
luuighty lone of menace and command ; and he justified his 
ambition in a language rarely spoken in the Byzantine court, 
by alleging the right of a free people to remove or pdnih>h 
their chief magistrate, who had failed in the execution 0 
the kingly office. After this fruitless expostulation, the 
captive ihonarch was more rigorously treated, his nephew 
was deprived of his eyes, and the cruel Vandal, confident 
in his strength and‘ distance, derided the vain threats ahA 
slow preparations cf the emperor of the East. Justinian 
solved to deliver or revenge his friend, Gelimer to maintain 
his usurpation : and the war was preceded, according to the 
practice of civilized nations, by the most solemn prOtofl^ 
tions that each party was sincerely desirous of peace. 

The report of an African war was grateful only to the vaijl 
populace of Constantmople, whose poverty 
tmpted them from tribute, and whose cowardice 
e|po^ed to military service. But the wiser citixe^s, wtnil 
judged of the future by the past, revolvei ip their i*tem 0 rj 
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immense loss, both of men and^oney^ which the 
^Ipe bad sRstained in the expedition of Basiiiscus. The 
ttwopa^ ivhich^ after five laborious campaigns, had been 
recalled liOirQ the Persfiui frootier, dreaded the sea, ^the 
el|||iate, and the arms of an mil>i|own enemy. The minister^ 
of* the finances computed, as far as they might comp«H> 
the demands of an African war; the taxes wliich muH be 
found and levied to supply those insatiate demands ; 
the danger, lest their own lives, or at least their lucrative^ 
employments, should be made responsible for the deficiency 
of the supply. Inspired by such selfish motives (for we may 
DOt suspect him of any ^ea! for the public good), John of 
Cappadocia ventured to oppose, in full council, the iricliria*» 
tion® of bis master. He confessed, that a victory of such 
importance could not be too dearly purchased ; but he re- 
presented, in a grave discourse, the certain difficulties and 
the unciflain event. You undertake,'' said the prmfect, 
to besiege Carthage by land, the distance is not less than 
one hundred and forty clays journey ; on the sea, a whole 
yciir* must elapse before you can receive any intelligence 
|iom your fleet. If Africa should be reduced, it cannot 
be preserwed without the additional conquest of Sicily 
and Italy, Success will imppse the obligation of new 
labc^rs; a single misforrune will attract the Barbarians 
into the heart of yoni exhausteu empire." Justinian felt 
the weight of this salutary advice ; he was confounded by 
the unwonted freedom of an obsequious servant; and the 
design of the war would perhaps Inive been relinquished, if 
Ills courage had not been revived by a voice which silenced 
tjho doubts of profane reason. I have seen a vision/' 
cried an artful or fanatic bishop of the East. ** It is the 
** will of heaven, O emperor I that you should not abandon 
44 y^iiTr holy enterprise for tlie deliverance of the African 
church. The God of battles will march before your 
standard, and disperse your enemies, who are the enemie^l 
of bis Son.'' The emperor might be tempted, and his 

^ 4 exaggeration! Th^ conquestt of Africa ma/bc dated 

September 14 : it is celebrated by Justinian in the preface to bit 
institutes* which were publlrhcd Noveniber ‘21, of the same year. lu*. 
eluding the f|Kl return, such a computation might he truly «p*' 

plied to om* lira j ait empire. 
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cOlins^^tlors rere constrimed, to give nedii to tliis sensonul^ 
revelation : but they derived more raiionul hope from tji|# 
revolt, which the adherents of I!ikieri(; or Athanpius had 
already* OKcited on the borders of the Vandal monarchy. 
Pudentius, an African subject, had privately signified liis 
lo5'al intentions, and a small militaiy aid restoied the pro^ 
vince of Tripoli to the obedience of the Romans. go- 

vernment of Sardinia had been entrusted to Oodas, a valiant 
Barbarian ; he suspemh d the payment of tribute, disclaimed 
his allegiance to the usurper, and gave audience to the emis- 
saries of Justinian, who found him master of that fruitful 
island, at the head of his guards, and proudly invested with 
the ensigns of royalty. The forces of tlie Vandals were di- 
minished by discord and suspicion ; the Roman armies were 
anituated by the spirit of Hclisarius; one of those heroic 
uames which are familiar to every age and to every nation. 

The Africaiius of new lioiiie was born, and perha[)S edu- 
cated, among the Thracian peasants'^', without any of those 
advantages which had formed the virtues of the elder and 
the younger Scipio; a noble origin, liberal studies, and the 
emulation of a free state. The silence of a loquacious secre- 
tary may be admitted, to prove that the youth of Bclisarius 
could not afford any subjec^^of praise; he served, most as- 
suredly with valour and reputation, among the private guards 
of Justinian ; and when his patron b€< ame emperor, the do- 
mestic was promoted to military command. After a bold 
inroad into IVrsarinenia, in which his glory w^as shared by 
a colleague, and bis progress was c*hccked by an enemy, Re- 
lisarius repaired to tlie important statical of Dara, where he 
first acccjited the service of Procopius, the faithful com{>a- 
nion, and diligent historian, of his exploits f. The Mirranes 
of Persia advanced, with forty thousand of her best troops, 
to raze the fortifications of Dara ; .and signified the day and 

* h 0 va. v 0paxa'vrt xa* l>>Xv(iixv /xito^u 

Kurxt (Pi'ocop. V^anclal. 1. i. c. II.). Alclnan (Not. ad Anecdot. p. 5.)^ 
an Italian, could easily i eject the German vanity of (iiphaniu| and Vel- 
serus, who wished to claim the hero; but bis Germania, a metropolis bf 
^rbrace, I cannot find in any civil or ecclesiastical lists of the provini^s 
and cities. 

t I'he two first Persian campaigns of Bclisarius are lkir])^aiid copiously 
related by his secretary (Persic. 1. i. c. 12 — 18.). 
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^ HisTORti# fali. 

'^'ScBT qq.;whiG}) t)ie citll^iiii' slK>til)i!l^rii)»ai^'*'a^ii^''^ ^lllf 
t^" 'idi1i of victory. He’ enc^i^tifitir4f€^^ 
ai|ver^l|rj^uarto hitn»e(f, by the near tide of CfseoiefiS df 
superior i'u ih^ scteo6€''of war, 'but til'll^ 

4prjn t&i numl^r ahd quality hts troops, which intouiiti^ 
qjaiy to tweoty-five tlious&ud Romans and stratigerit^' ^eTaiti^ 
iti their discipline, and humbled by recent disasMsi Aathe 
level plain of Dara refused all shelter to stratagem and 'am* 
i>usb, BelUarius protected his front with a deep trench, which 
wiff prolonged at first in perpendicular, ind ^fterWards in 
paj*iallcl lines, to cover the wings of cavalry advahtageotiiiy 
lasted to command the flanks and rear of the cnehiy. When 
the Roman centre was shaken, their welhtimed add ra^d 
charge decided the conflict: the standard of Persia fell; the 
immortals fted ; the infantry threw away their bucklers, and 
eight thousand of the vanquished were left on the field of 
battie. In the next campaign, Syria was invaded on the 
tide of the desert $ and Belisarius, with twenty thousand men« 
hastened from Dara to the relief of the province. Duriflg 
||jie whole summer, the designs of the enemy were baffled by 
his skilful dispositions : he pressed their retreat, occupied 
each night their camp of the preceding day, and would have 
secqi'ed a bloodless victory, if Re could have resisted the im- 
patience of his own troops. Their valiant promise was faintly 
supported ^ the hour of battle ; the right wing was exposed 
by the treacherous or cowardly desertion of the Christian 
Arabs; the Huns, a veteran band of eight hundred warriors, 
were oppressed by superior numbers ; the flight of the Isau- 
jrians was intercepted ; but the Roman infantjy stood firm on 
the left; for Belisarius hitnself, dismounting from his horse, 
pd^wed them that intrepid despair Was their only safety, 
^hey turned their backs to the Euphrates, and their feces to 
tfHi enemy ; innumerablf. arrows glanced without effect from 
the compact and shelving order of their bucklers ; an impe- 
riae|rabk line of pikes was opposed to the repeated assaidH of 
Persian cavalry; and after a resistance of many hours^ 
]pie remain troops were skilfully embarked under die aha- 
of the night. The Per^an commander riftited wi^ dis- 
<5order to answer a ^rict account of the Ujm of 

to many soldiers which be bad caniomeil in.a banwn vtc^eiy 
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B^!l^W$ was not sullied by m defe^, 
alopf be had saved his army from the consequ^bwiK 
el llieb J^u. rashaess ; the approach of peace relieved hiip* 
guard of the eastern frontier^ and hiscoDduk in tbii 
sediblPtfi.qf ConstantinQple^ imiply discharged his obligatloni 
aa,lbe casperpr. When the African war became this topic of 
popular discourse and secret deliberation, each of the Romaa 
generals was apprehensive, rather than ambitious, of the dan- 
gerous honouir; but as soon as Justinian bad declared his 
preference of superior merit, their envy was rekindled by the 
unanimous applause which was given to the choice of Beli- 
sarius. The temper of the Byzantine court may encourage a 
suspicion, that the hero was darkly assisted by the intrigues 
of. his wife, the fair and subtile IVntonina, who alternately 
enjoyed the confidence, and incurred the hatred, of the 
press Theodora. The birth of Antonina was ignoble, she de- 
scended from a family of charioteers; and her chastity has 
been stained with the foulest reproach. Yet she reigned 
with long and absolute power over the mind of her illustriouk 
husband ; and if Antonina disdained the merit of conjugal 
fidelity, she expressed a manly friendship to Belisarius, whom 
she accompanied with undaunted resolution in all the hard- 
ships and dangers of a military life’*^; 

The preparations for the African war were not unworthy of 
the last contest between Rome and Carthage. The pride 
and flower of the army consisted of the guards of Belisario^, 
who, according to the pernicious indulgence of the timw, 
devoted themselves by a particular oath of fidelity to the 
service of their patron. Their strength and stuture, for which 
they had been curiously selected, the goodness of their horses 
and armour, and the assiduous practice of all tV .i%xerciscs 
of war, enabled them to act whatever their cpurage might 
prompt ; and their courage was exalted by the social hono|ir 
of their rank, and the personal ambition of favour and lorr 
tune. Fonr hundred of the bravest of the Heruli marched 
under the banner of the faithful and active Pharas: tbeir 
untfactable valour was more highly prized than the tmiie 
sobmission of the Greeks and Syrians; and of .such 

* See the birth and character of Antonina, in the Anecdmt% c. L 
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HISTO^^IIWPiWSJ^ FAtl 

MmUumf iii«t tbtjr wem aitar#i.% ftm# 
§0i cf 4 N:ai t 0 > t 00 age in a. 0 a«f 4 expeditions Fix# iliniiHlftn^ 
Ix^^e apd t|ii Uioaeand foot wereembnriced aiConsltfliiOfl# 
farjtiieiaotiC]<ieat of 4tfirica) b#l fb# ifi%filr}% for the most pari 
kffod^fo Tlliace^m Isaurkii yitlifod to the mor# pr#f«ilit»g> 
ii|| mi reputation of tbe cavalry ; and the Scythian hon itta 
Ilia 4roapoii on which the aroiiea af Rom# were now seduced 
to place tl^ir principal dependence. From a laudable dcaire 
to assert the dignity of bis thetne^ Procopiue defonde the 
80l#ers of hit own ^me against the Htorose critics^ who tvm* 
foied that respecl^ible naade to the heavy armed war ri ora of 
nnt^uityi and maliciously observed, that the Wold 
introduced by Homer * as 1i term of contempt. Such* co»-' 
** tempt might peiilmps be due to the naked youths who ap-* 
peared on foot in the fields of Troy> and lurking behind a 
tonfo^stone^ or the sliield of a friend, drew the bow-string 
to their breast fi and dismissed a feeble and lifeless arrow. 
But our archers (pursues the historian) are mounted on 
horses, which they manage with admirable skill; tbeir 
head and shoulders are protected by a cask or buckler ; 
they wear greaves of iron on their legs, and their bodies 
are guarded by a coat of mail. Ob their right side hanga 
a qdhrer, a sword on their left, and their hand is accus- 
tomed to wield a tance or javelin in closer combat. Tlieir 
bows are strong and weighty ; they shoot in every possible 
direction, advancing, retreating, to the front, to the rear, 
or to either flank; and as they are taught to draw tlie 
bow-string not to the breast, but to the right em*, firm in- 
deed must be the> armour Umt can resist the rapid violence 
of their shaft.”* Five hundred transports, navigated by 
tw^ty thousand m^iners of Egypt, Celicia, and ionia, were 

* See the preface of Procopius. The euemies of archcry might quote 
^ reproaches of Diomede (Iliad. A. S85^ &c.) and the permittere vul- 
tfeeiu vends of Lucan (viii, S84.): yH the Romans could not despise 

of the Pattbians; and in the siege of Troy, Paudarus, Paris, and 
T^cer, pierced those naughty watiiors who insulted tbem as women or 
dnldten. 

^ir Taf At aiiSnem flliad. leX.). How gmm 

citep— how just— how beautiful is the whole picture! I see the attitudes of 
tfo^dier-rl hear the twanging \ 

Aiy{< Kt^n St ^r% 
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'^ <i h i a i ia IW «f Cdtif^ainfra^. Th^ «Mit]fi!itt ^ 

f€sfliib may be computed at thirty, the target ^ 
and the fair nverage wHi supply an 
Ufateti^i net profnie, of arbont one hnndfed’ thowattrf 
fdf the reception bf%htrty-five thousand sotcHeri aiA 
ayiorsi of five thousand horses, of arms, engiweS, ■ ibd 
tary ttore«l; and of a sufficient stock of water and priivisidlii 
for a vajage, perhaps, of three months. The proiid 
which hi former ages swept the Mediterranean with M minfjr 
hundred oars, had long since disappeared ; and the fleet of 
Jnsiinkin was escorted only by ninety-two light brigantines,' 
covered from the missile weapons of the enemy, and rowed 
by two thousand of the brave and robust youth Of Constan- 
tinople. Twenty- two generals are named, inost of whoni 
wcreafterw^s distinguished in the wars of Africa and Itefy : 
but tlie supreme command, both by land and ^a, was dele- 
gated to Beikarius alone, with a boundless power* of abtrng 
according to his discretion as if the emperor himself were 
present. The separation of the naval and military professions 
is at otice die effect and the cause of the modern improve- 
ments in the science of navigation and maritime war. 

In the seventh year oF the reign of Justinian, and about 
the time of the summer solstice, the whole fleet of six hun- 
dred ships was ranged in martial pomp before the gafdens of 
the palace. The patriarch pronounced his benediction, the 
empaw signified his last commands, the generals trumpet 
gave the signal of departure, and every heart, according to 
its fears oi* Wishes, explored with anxious curiosity the omens 
of misfortune and success. The first halt \^as made at Pe- 
rinthus or Heraclea, where Beli sari us waited five days to re- 
ceive some Thracian horses, a inrlitary gift of his sovereign. 
From thence the fleet pursued their course through the midst 

• The text appears to allow for, the Iarj 2 ;est vessels 50,000 medimni, or 
SOOQ toos^ (sinc^ die fne^ii/nnus w«ij>iied lOo Roman, dr 190 a^erdap0i«,t 
pounds). 1 have given a more rational interpretation, by. supposing theW 
the Attic style of Frocopiiis conceals the legal and popular rnadmSf m simile 
part of Xhffmcdinmtts (Hoojxjr’s Ancient Measures, p. 159, &rc.). A con* 
ttary, and indeed a st^'anger mistake, has crept into an oiytion of jDrooir^ 
^tti (conlra Qemo^enem, in Eeiske Orator. Grsec. tom. iv. P. & Sk), 
% reduemg the mmb€t* of ships from 500 ta 50, and tmnabWtd^ 

Cdusin nas generoudy alloved 500 tons Ibr die* 
wok of the' I mp^lal fleell— Did he never laiidc I 



4MI HisTORm;#jP ' fall 
ff Ibe Pi^Qii'ii9l^*i>iil m 

ilili# H«lles|ioot> an aafafoiirable wind detainad'^ 
di^s at Abydi^t the general eihibtted a iMa0iiibl!l 

hmtm of fiiiiiftess<,ahd severitfi v.Twi of the Hens, fKiMi hiiil 
dunkeo qnariel had slata ooedK^^ their liellow-soldiers, wtnei 
inytaiitlf^hewii to the army snsp^ded on a lofty gibbet* Tbi: 
mUmoal indignity was resented by their countrymen, who disft 
flaimed the servile laws of the empire, and asserted the free 
lirifilege of Scythia,^ where a small iinewas allowed to expiate^ 
ihe hasty siyUes of intemperance and anger. Their com plainli 
mm sf^ioas, their clamours were loud, and tlie Komans were 
not averse to the example of disorder and impunity. But 
the rising sedition was appeased by the authority and elo^ 
i|uettce of the general : and he represented to the assembled 
IIWopi the obligation of justice, the importance of discipltne, 
the rewards piety and virtue, and the unpardonable guilt 
.of murder, which, in his apprehension, was aggravated rather 
than excused by the vice of intoxication’*^. In the naviga* 
lion from the Hellespont to Peloponnesus, which the Greekti^ 
after the siege of Troy,* had performed in four daysf# the 
fleet of Belisarius was guided in their course by his master* 
galley, conspicuous in the day by the redness of the sails, and 
in the night by the torches blazing from the mast-head. It 
was the duty of the pilots, as they steered between the islands, 
and turned the capes of Malea and Tasnarium, to preserve 
the just order and regular intervals of such a multitude of 
ships; as the wind was fair and moderate, their labours were 
not unsuccessful, and the troops were safely disembarked at 
Methone on the Messenian coast, to repose themselves for a 
while after the fatigues of the sea. In this place they expe* 
rienced how avarice, invested with authority, may sport witli 
the lives of thousands which are bravely exposed for the puh- 
Uo service. According to military practice, the bread or 

% • I have read of a Greek legislator, who inflicted a rfair^/e penalty on 
the trimes conunitted in a state of intoxication : but it seems, agreed that 
thts was rather a" noiittcal than a moral law. 

* t even in inree days, since they anchored the first evening in the^ 
sit^bourini; isle of Ttiiedos; the second day they sailed to Lesbos, the 
thim to the promontory of Eubeea, and on the fourth they reidM Atfbt 
0loiner, Odyta* T. Woods Essay on Homer, p. A 

piftte salted fromf the Hdlespcmt to the %aporl at in thrti iam 

(Xenophon, Hellen. 1 . ii. 9 . i.). ' ^ 
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Mitifiptf liii ^ ^ 

JminiidiQi of 0tie4borth wa» eb^ifuHy Allj^wed for ibo^lo«!i 
of To giua ^his miserable t>roii^ and to salve the 

eirptM^of wood, the ptlsfeclloh of Caf^padocia givfn 
Of^rs itiu the door shooMi be eUgtuly baked by^tbe same 
five which wanned the baths of Coostantifiopte: and wlie<i 
the sacks were opened, a soft and mouldy paste wasdisirt^ 
hated to the army. Sudi imwhoksome food, assisted by the 
beat of the climate end season, soon produced an epidetniehl 
disease, which swept away live hundred soldiers* Thdt 
health was restored by the diligence of Belisaiius, who fw* 
vided fresh bread at Methone, and boldly expressed his just 
and humane indignation : the emperor heard his complaiittl 
the general was praised ; but the minister was not punished^ 
From the |mrt of Methone, the pilots steered along tht 
western coast of Peloponnesus, as far as the islaiof ZacyOtbiil 
or Zant, before they undertook the voyage (in their eyes b 
most arduous voyage) of one hundred leagues over the lontalt 
sea. As the fleet was surprised by a calm, sixteen days wert 
consumed in thevslow navigation; and even the general 
would have suffered the intolerable hardship of thirst, if the 
ingenuity of Antonina had not preserved the water in glass 
bottles, which she buried deep in the sand in a part of the 
ship impervious to the rays of the sun. At length the har- 
bour of Caucana**, on the southern side of Sicily, afforded a 
secure and hospitable shelter. The Gothic officers who go- 
i?m*ned the island in the name of the daughter pnd grandson^, 
of Theodaric, obeyed their imprudent orders, to receive the 
troops of Justinian like friends and allies:' piovisiotis were 
liberally supplied, the cavalry was remounted t> and Proco- 
pius soon returned from Syracuse with correct information of 
the state and designs of tbe Vandals* His intelligence deter- 
mined Belisarius to hasten hts operations, and his wise impa- 
fleuce was seconded by the winds. The fleet lost sight of 

^ * Caucana* near Camarina, is at least 50 miles (350 or 400 stadia) /rem 

Syracuse (Ck^yer, Sicilia Antiqust p. I9t0* 
t l^mcopiu% C^tbic. 1* i. c. 8. Tibi tollit hinnitum apta q^rigis 
eqaa» %4l» Sicilian pastures of .Grosphus (Horat. Cai m. iL l64« AcO^s 
. . . . jnignmnum quondam j^cratorequoj’um (Virg. .finew. iii* 704 .). 
. vktoriciiare Immortalized by Sfadar, were brad in 

mis oauntry. ^ 
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laiMm, tm ^kmg mm% wl4;a.i*i?oiig.,gjaf/i^ 
it<>rtH-^st^ attibe 

pi|t S^ada, abo# 4mj^^ iout;h4if Car^lbligtf^^ 

II Qaljp^r^b«i4;lH?«a itt tlie approach of lha 

f«>iPiy«/he 09 w^t have delayed of Sardia^, for 

till ^mj^dfote defeaoe of bia persoo aod kifigdooi« A 
dflaohioeot of five thousaod soldiers, and one hundred md 
Wfiy^gaUie^, would have joined the remaining forces nf 
the Vandals • and the despendaot of Genseric might Jbave 
siaprift^d and oppressed a^eet of deep^laden transpoi^ 
iHpapahle of action, and of light biigaqtiaes that aeemed 
eolx^naliiied for flight. Belisarius had secretly, tremhled 
wbeo he overheard his soldiers, in the passage, emboldening 
ea|;l|^other , to confess their appreheosione : ifr they were 
|)Wee oa ^otp, they hoped to maintain the honour of their 
jifPS^ hut if they should be attacked at sea, they did not 
jUasb.lo acknowledge that they wanted courage to contend 
at tlie same time with the winds, the waves, and the Bai> 
||barian»+* The knowledge of their a^timents decided 
J^lisarius to seize the first opportunity of landing them on 
the coast of Africa; and be prudently rejected, in a council 
of war, Uie proposal of sailing with the fleet and army into 
the port of Carthage.. Three months after their departure 
fiiom Constanlipople, the men and horses, the arms and 
military stores, weie safely disembarked, and five soldiers 
were left as a guard on board each of the ships, which were 
disposed in the form of a semicircle* The remaiiider of the 
trOKjps ocenpied a camp on the sea*&hore, which they forli** 
fledj according to ancient discipline, with a ditch and rmr 
part; aird the discovery of a source of fresh water, while it 
atlajed the tliirst, e^vcited the superstitious confidence^ iif' 
tbt tomans. The next morning, some of the neighbotifing 
gardeat pillaged ; and Belisarius, after chastising the 

♦ The vada of Procopius (where Justinian afterwards founded a 
(tity*-de Edefic. 1. vi. c. 6.) is ifle promoiHory of Ammpn in Straboy t^e 
Braihodci of Ptolemy, the Cejpodti of the a 1oi% hariiW 

that runs Into the sea (Shaw’s Travels, p. il I.). 

t A ceptorion of Mark Anthony expressed, thou^ in a mof^ m^Iy 
gtraith tbit same ^slike to the sea am to paval ooodhata (Plutafdlt inf Alt* 
* Wailo, p. 1750. emt. Hen. Steph.). 



Iwrtfilf EMPtfei.’ ' 

4 ^ 

oifefiderd^ occasion, bot the 3eciiai^" 

motaetffi of iiiculcatiiig the iroakilns of justice, tuddertiti^/ 
ami gonilitie j^oKcy. ** WhOO' I first accept^^tf the coihihis* 
skm o^ subduing Afri^, I^rfepended much less,** sa!d th^ 
general, on the number, cyr even the bravery, of xny 
troops, than upon the frieOdly disposition of the natives,* 
“ and their immortal hatred to the Vandals, You alone 
can deprive me of this hope: if you continue to extbtt 
by rapine what might be purchased for a little mon^y,' 
such acts of violence Will reconcile these implacable ene- 
mies, and unite them in a jOst and holy league against 
” the invaders of their country/' These exhortations were 
enforced by a rigid discipline, of which the soldiers them- 
selves soon felt and praised the salutary effects. The inha- 
bitants, instead of deserting their houses, or hiding their' 
corn, supplied the Romans with a fair and libelhil riiarket^ 
the civil officers of the province continued to exercise theiV 
functions in* the name of Justinian ; and the clergy, from 
motives of conscience and interest, assiduously laboured to 
promote the cause of a Catholic emperor. The small town’ 
of Sullecte*, one day's journey from the camp, had the 
honour of being foremost to open her gates, and to resurtie 
her ancient allegiance : the larger cities of Leptis and 
Adrunietum imitated the example of loyalty as soon as 
Heiisarius appeared ; and he advanced without opposition 
as far as Grasse, a palace of the Vandal kings, at the dis- 
tance of fifty miles from Carthage. The wcaiy Romans 
indulged themselves in the refreshment of shady groves, 
cool fountains, and delicious fruits; and the preference 
which Procopious allows to these gardens over any that he 
had seen, either in the East or West, may be ascribed' 
either to the taste or the fatigue of the historian. In three* 
generations prosperity and a warm climate had dissolved 
the hardy virtue of the Vandals, who insensibly became 
the mo&t luxurious of mankind* In their villas and gardens, 

* Salkete is perhaps , the Ttirri Hannibaiis, ah old building, now as, 
large as the TOwer of Lotidon. I’lic march of ^itsarius to Leptti,' 
adruMttnji, &c. is illustrated by the campaign of Cxsar (Hirttus, de 
Bello ^Africaiio, with the Analyse of Goichardt), add j^baw's Tiav«N 
^p. 105—11$.) in the same country. 
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HISTORf .#ff AIN5 

4|[hicl^ luigbt d^ietv^the 

R qocd riii 4 elegant rie{^ and, j|fi^ t]|<} 
of liiR hatlii; IJ^rl^rians ii(er« ^pated at a tabio prof^je|y 
with the df lipacies of ,thf Imi and sea. Thjrir wikO'* 
loosely ioirifg.aftei^ the fasbiori of tho Modes,, wejw 
f^iftbrojdered a^ith gold; love aod hooting were the labours 
^f their lifc^ and their vacant boors were amused .by pan- 
^mimes, ebaript-racesj and tbe music and dances of the 
theatre. 

In a march of tea or twelve days^ the vigilance of Beli- 
saiics was constantly awahe and active against bis unseen 
enemies, by whom in every place, and at every hour, he 
might be suddenly attacked. An ofiker of confidence and 
merit, John the Armenian, led the vanguard of three hun- 
dred horsey six hundred Massugetm covered at a certain 
distance the left flank; and the whole fleet steering along 
tbe epast, seldom lost sight of the army, which moved 
each day about twelve miles, and lodged in the evening in 
strong camps, or in friendly towns. The near approach of 
t)ve Romans to Carthage filled the mind of Gelimer witli 
anxiety and terror. He prudently wished to prouact the 
war tiU bis brother, with bis veteran troops, should return 
from the conquest of Sardinia ; and he now lamented the 
]^h policy of bis ancestors, who, by destroying the forti- 
fications of Africa, had left birn only tbe dangerous resource 
cf risking a battle in tlie neigh bourlrood of his capital. The 
Vandal conquerors, from their original number of fifty 
thousand, were multiplied, without including their women 
and children, to one hundred and sixty thousand fighting 
men : and such forces, animated with valour and union, 
might have crushed, at their first landing, the feeble and 
exhausted bands of the Roman general. > But the friends of 
tbe captive king were more inclined to accept the invita- 
tions, than to resist the progress, of Belisarius ; and many 
a prpud Barbarian disguised bis aversion to war tinder the 

, ^ awttnu9 tS* nf*^s Tbcpwiidbf^* a name 

and frahion adopted from Persia, may be represented by the royal garden 
Of ftpaban (Vdyaite d’Okarius, p.^774.). Seei in the Greek romances, 
their most perfect model (bcagus, .Pastoral, 1. iv* p. Ackiiiei 

Tacittt^ t 



mort sj^eciotls ntitee of Ms hatred to Ae ti^rplH*.’ 'yiftlfe 
authbrity dud promfe^s of Orfimcr OoDeotM a 
artuy, Ws plans were" concerted with iloiiie degt^e*^^ 
militaryiShill. An order was^dispatched to his hrothei^ 

\nat«^> to coRect all the forces of CanhageJ and to cototth- 
tOr the van of the Rbman army at the distance of ten tnlles 
from the dty: his nephew Gihamund, with t#o tbottsand 
horse, was destined to attack their left, when the monareh 
himself, who silently followed, should charge their tear, in 
a situation Which exclude*^ them from the aid or even the 
view of their fleet. But thv. r^hness of Ammatas was fatal 
to hititself and his country. He anticipated the hour of 
attack, outstripped his tardy followers, and was pierced 
with a mortal wound, after he had slain with his own' Hand 
twelve of his boldest antagonists. His Vandals fled to Car- 
thage; the higjiway, almost ten miles, was strew'ed' wrdr 
dead bodies; and it seemed incredible that such multitudes 
could be slaughtered by the swords of three hundred 
Romans. The nephew of Gelimer was defeated after a 
slight combat by the six hundred Massagetje: they did ttot 
equal the third part of his numbers; but each Scythian was 
fired by the example of his chief, who gloriously exercised 
the privilege of his family, by riding foremost and alone to 
shoot the first arrow against the enem 3 \ In the meanwhile, 
Gelimer himself, ignorant of the event, and misguided by 
the windings of the hills, inadvertently passed the Roman 
army, and reached the scene of action where Ammatas had 
fallen. He wept the fate of his brother and of Carthage, 
charged with irresistible fury the advancing squadrons, and 
might have pursued and perhaps decided the victory^ if he 
had not wasted those inestimable moments in the discharge 
of a vain, though pious, duly to the detid. While his 
spirit wn^ broken by this mournful office, he heard the 
trumpet of Belisarius, who leaving Antonina and his infaii- 
tify in the OaUrtp, pressed forwards with his guards and the 
remainder of the cavalry to rally bis flying troops, and to 
restore th^ fortune Of the day. Much roOm could not be 
found in thift disorderly battle for tbe talents of a geboial ; 
but the' kinjg fled before the hero; and the Vand&I^^ nOiiiis- 
tomed only to a Moorish enemy. Were incapable of Witb-^ 
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ike aims atid diseiptraie df Ilia Roin«l». Gelitinsr 
#ti>ed with haity ttep$ towafds the desert of NaOiidia ; hot 
M bad liooa the coOto^ation of learning that lii» pritate 
oifders for ibe, ekeedtion of HiWeric and bis captive frioiids ‘ 
liad been foidifutly t4^edi Tbe tyrant’^ revenge was nsefof 
only to tits enemrcs* ^he deadi of a laivfut prince excited 
ibe compassion of his people ;'1)i8 life might have perpleised 
Ibe victorious Romans ; and tbe lieutenant of Justinian^ by 
a crime of which he was innocent^ was relieved from the 
painful alternative of forfeiting his honour or relinquisbing 
hit conquests. 

As soon as the tumult had subsidedj^e several parts of* 
the army informed each other of the accidents of the day.; 
and Belisariua pitched his camp on the field of victory, to 
which the tenth milc-|tone from Carthage had apjilied the 
latin appellation of decimns. From a wise suspicion of the 
stratagems and resources of the Vandals, he marched the 
next day in order of battle, halted in the evening before the 
gates of Carthage, and allowed a night of repose, that he 
might not, in darkness anti disorder, expose the city to the 
license of the soldiers, or the soldiers themselves to the 
aeci^t ambush of the city. But as the feat's of Belisarius 
werfe the result of calm and intrepid reason^ he was soon 
satisfied that he might confide, without danger, in the 
p^iiceful and friendly aspect of the capital. Carthage blazed 
with innumerable torches, the signals of the public joy ; 
the chain was removed that guarded the entrance of the 
port; the gates were thrown open, and the people, with 
acclamations of gratitude, hailed and invited their Roman 
deliverers. The defeat of the Vandals, and the freedom 
*of Africa, were announced to the city on the eve of St. 
Cyprian, when the churches were already adorned and illu- 
minated for the festival of the martyr, whom tliree centuriea 
of superstition had almost raised to a local deity. The 
Arinna, conscious that their retgit had expired, resigned the 
Sempfo to the Catholics, whonescued their saint from pro- 
fane bands, performed the holy rites, and loudly proclaimed 
the creed of Athanasius apd Justinian. One awful hour 
. leveiasd the forluiie^ of the contending parties^ < The sup* 
pliant Vandfdsj who bad so lately indulged the vices of con« 
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q«i#rA% sdfnglu^ lui l|iiiiiide.reftige in the sucslisiry.^^^^ 
ctinreb; while the . Dciei^bafiU of the East wete ^^tmed 
fuam the deepest duageon of the palace by their affrighted 
lteeper» jvho implored tlie protection of bis captim, and 
Mie#ed' them^ through an aperture itkthc wall, the sails of 
the Roman fleet. After their separatift from the army, the 
naval commanders had proceeded with slow caution along 
tire coast, till they reached the Hermeean promontory, and 
obtained the first intelligence of the victory of Belisarius. 
Eaithfiil to his instructions^ they would have cast anchor 
about twenty miles from Carthage, if the more skilful sea- 
men had, not reprinted the perils, of the shore, and the 
signs of an impending tempest. Still ignorant of the revo- 
lution, they declined, however, the rash attempt of forcing 
the chain of the port<^ and the adjacent harbour and suburb 
of Mandracium were insulted only b/tbe rapine of a private 
officer who disobeyed and deserted his leaders. But the 
imperial fleet, advancing with a fair wind, steered through 
the narrow entrance of the Goletta, and occupied in the 
deep and capacious lake of Tunis a secure station about five 
miles from the capital No sooner was Belisarius informed 
of their arrival, than he dispatched orders that the greatest 
part of the mariners should be immediately landed to join 
the triumph, and to swell the apparent numbers of the 
Romans. Before he allowed them to enter the gates of 
Carthage, he exhorted them, in a discourse worthy of him- 
self and the occasion, not to disgrace the glory of their 
arms; and to remember that the Vandals had been the 
tyrants, but that they were the deliverers of the Africans, 
who must now be respected as the voluntary and affectionate 
subjects of their common sovereign. The Romans marched 
through the streets in close ranks, prepared for battle if an 
nneiiiy had appeared; the strict order maintained by the 

• The neigliboiirfaood of Carthage, the sea, the land, and the raver% 
are changed almost as much as the works of man. I’he isthmus, or 
neck, of the city is now confounded with the continent; the harbour is a 
dry plmn; and the lake, or stagnum, no more than a morass, with six 
or seven feet water in the mid^oliaiinel. See d'Anville (Geographie 
Ancienne, tom. iii. p. 82,), Shaw (Travels, p.-77— 84.), Marmol (Oo» 
scrtptioa de TAfriqu^ tom. ii. p. tad Thuanaf (IrUk 12* tom, iff. 
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geaersf imprinted on tbeir minds the duty of obedience ; nifd 
in att age in wbicb custom and itnpnnity almost sanctilieili 
the abule of conquest, the genias of one man repressed the 
passions of m victorious army** TTie voice of mepace and’ 
compiaint was silent ; |the trade of Carthage was not ibteA 
fopted; while Africa changed her master and her govern- 
ment! the shops continued open and busy ; and the soldiers, 
after sufficient guards had been posted , modestly departed 
to the houses which were allotted for their reception. Belt* 
sarius fiYed his residence in the palace; seated himself on 
the throne of Oenserp; accepted and distributed the Bat* 
baric spoil; granted their lives to the suppliant Vandals; 
and laboured to repair the damage which the suburb of 
Mandracium had sustained in the preceding night. At 
f upper he entertained his principal officers with the form 
and magnificence of a royal banquet^. The victor was 
|•Cspcctfully served by the captive officers of the household ; 
and in the moments of festivity, when the impartial spec- 
tators ojiplauded the fortune and merit of Belisarius, his 
envious flatterers secretly shed their venom on every word 
imd gesture which might alarm the suspicions of a jealous 
monarch. One day was given to these pompous scenes, 
which may not be despised as useless, if they attracted the 
popular vetieration ; but the active mind of Belisarius, 
which in the pride of victory could suppose a defeat, had 
already resolved, that the Roman empire in Africa should 
not depend on the chance of arms, or the favour of the 
people. The fortifications of Carthage had alone been ex- 
empted from the general proscription ; but in the reign of 
ninety-five years they were suffered to decay by the thought- 
jiess and indolent Vandals. A wiser conqueror restored with 
incredible dispatch the walls and ditches of the city. His 
liberality encouraged the workmen ; the soldiers, the maii- 
pers, and the citizens, vied with each other in the salutary 
labour; and Gelim^r, who bad feared to IrUst hie person in 

♦ From Delphi, the name of Delphtcutn was given, both in Greek 
fpid Lqfin, to « tripod ; and, by an easy analogy, the same appellation 
was extended at home, Coastamiuopie, and Carthage, to tne ro)'al 
batupieltng room (Frocopius, Vailchil. l.t. c ^uDuc^uge, Gloss. Griee. 
P«8V7. ad Aiexiad. p. 



optn lown^ beheld with wstoakhnteoi p^»d 
rising streogtb of an impregnable fortress* ^ v 

That unfortunate monarch, after the loss of Jiis OUpital^ 
applied himself to collect the retnaios of an army scattered, 
(^rhefT^an destroyed, by the iprecediiig battle; and thehop^ 
of pillage attracted some Moorish bands to the standard of 
Gelimer. He encamped in the fields of Bulla, four days 
journey from Carthage ; insulted the capital, whiab he da* 
priced of the use of an aqueduct; proposed an high reward 
for the bead of every Roman ; affected to spare the persons 
and property of his African subject%%nd secretly negotiated 
with the Arian sectaries and the conmderate Huns. Under 
these circumstances, the conquest of Sardinia served only to 
aggravate his distress: he reflected with the deepest anguish, 
that he had wasted, in that useless enterprise, five thousand 
of bis bravest troops ; and he read, with grief and shaaie, 
the victorious letters of his brother Zano, who expressed a 
sanguine confidence that the king, after the example of their 
ancestors, had already chastised the rashness of tlie Roman 
invader. Alas! my brother,” replied Gelimer, Heaven 
has declared against our unhappy nation. While you have 
subdued Sardinia, we have lost Africa. No sooner did 
Belisarius appear with a handful of soldiers, than courage 
and prosperity deserted the cause of the Vandals. Your 
nephew Gibamund, your brother Amniatas, have been 
betrayed to death by the cowardice of their followers. 
Our horses, our ships, Caiibage itself, and all Africa, 
are in the power of the enemy. Yet the Vandals still 
prefer an ignominious repose, at the expence of their wives 
and children, their wealth and liberty. Nothing now 
remains, except the field of Bulla, and the hope of your 
valour. Abandon Sardinia; fly to our relief; restore out 
empire, or perish by our side.” On tire receipt of this 
epistle, Zano imparled his grief to the principal Vandals | 
but the intelligence was prudently concealed from the natives 
of the island. The troops embarked in one bundled awl 
twenty gallies at the port of Cagliari, cast anchor foe third 
day on the confines of Mauritania, and hastily pursued their 
march to join the royal standard in the camp of 
Mournful was the interview ; foe two brotben embmi^ ^ 
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wepl iQ tifeocse ; oogue^ticiii were atked of 'tteSar*** 
4m^ victory; no iMpkieB were made of the Airicati 
Ibiffoiianeft: they saw before tbeir eyes the whole extent of 
their cabtniues; and the absence of their ^wives and chil** 
dren a&rded a melancholy proof, that ekber 
captiviljr bad been their lot The languid spirit of the 
Viipdals wasat length msakened and united by the entreaties 
of their kfog, the example of Zano, and the instant danger 
isbicli threatened their monarchy and religion. The military 
strength of nation advanced to battle ; and such was the 
rapid increase, that, before their army reached Tricameron, 
abopt. twenty miles from Carthage, they might boast, per* 
haps with some exaggeration, that they surpassed, in a 
tenfold propoailoD, the diminutive powers of the Romans. 
Bat these powers were under the command of Belisarius; 
ami, as he wa^ conscious of their superior merit, he per- 
mitted the Barbarians to surprise lum at an unseasonable 
hour. The Homans were instantly under arms : a rivulet 
covered tlieir front; the cavalry formed the first line, which 
Belisarius supported in the centre, at the head of five hun- 
dred guards; the infantry, at some distance, was posted in 
the second line; and the vigilance of the general watched 
the separate station and ambiguous faith of the Massagetse, 
who secretly reserved their aid for the conquerors.; The 
historian has inserted, and the reader may easily supply, the 
speeches^ of the commanders, who, by arguments the most 
opposite to their situation, inculcated the importance of 
victory and the contempt of life. Zano, with the troops 
which bad followed him to the conquest of Sardinia, was 
placed in the centre ; and the throne of Genseric might havf 
stood, if the multitude of Vandals had Imitated their intre- 
pid resolution. Casting away tbeir lances and missile wea* 
pons, they drew their swords, and expected the charge; th^ 
Roman cavalry, thrice passed the rivulet; they were thrice 
yepulsed ; and the conflict was firmly maintained, till Zano 
foil, and the standard of Belisarius was displayed. Gehmer 
retreated to his ciMnp; the Huns joined th^ pursuit ; and 

* These orations always expross the sense of the times, and some- 

of ilie actors. I condensed that sente, and thrown away 
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tUe victoii despoiled the bodies of the slain. Yet no mote 
tlmn fifty Romans, and eight htHidred Vandals, were foand 
on the field of battle; so tiH^nsiderable was the of 

a day, which exttngifislied a nation, and transfetted tie 
of Africa. In theevening, Belisarius led hisinfantry 
to the attack of the camp; and the pusillanimous flight of 
Gelimer exposed the vanity of his reltetit declarations, that, 
to the vanquished, death was a relief, life a burjthdfi, and 
iiifiimy the only object of terror. His departfre waspecref; 
but as soon as the Vandals discovered that their 
deserted them, they hastily d ispersedf ^anxious only for their 
personal .safety, and careless of every object that is dear or 
valuable to mankind. The Romans entered the carhp with- 
out resistance ; and the wildest scenes of disorder were veiled 
in the darkness and confusion of the night. Every Barbarian 
who met their swords was inhumanly massacred ; ihlli 
widows and daughters, as rich heirs, or beautiful concubines, 
were embraced by the licentious soldiers; and avarice itself 
was almost satiated with the treasures of gold and silver, 
the accumulated fruits of conquest or ceconomy in a long 
period^ of prosperity and peace. In this frantic search, the 
troops even of Belisarius forgot their caution and respect. 
Intoxicated with lust and rapine, they explored in sUDlall 
parties, or alone, the adjacent fields, the woods, the rocks, 
and the caverns, that might possibly conceal any desirable 
prize: laden with booty, they deserted their ranks, and wan- 
dered, without a guide, on the high road to Carthage; and 
if the flying enemies bad dared to return, very few ;of the 
conquerors would have esc^ed. Deeply sensible of the 
di^race and danger, Belisarius passed an apprehensive 
night on the field of victory ; at the dawn of day, he planted 
his standard on a hill, recalled his guards and veterans, and 
gradually restored the modesty and obedience of the camp, 
ll was equally the concern of the Roman general to subdue 
the hostile, and to save the prostrate Barbarian : and the: 
suppliant Vandab, who could be found only in churches, 
were protected -by bis authority, and separately 

confined, that they might neither disturb the public pf^ce, 
nor become ibe ^ctim of popular revenge. Alter disp^b- 
ing a light detuehmmt^o tread the footsteps of Gelim'e^ he 
VoL. V. 2 S 
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« 5 <|vance<J with his irbole a|p>y, about ten days march, as far 

%» Jtlipga l;iogiuS| wAjich nu longer possessed tlie relics of St. 
Augustin ’"'•I The season, and the certain intelligence that 
the Vandal had fltfd to the inaccessible country of thr. Moors, ( 
determined Belisarius to relinquish the vain pursuit, 
fix his winte^' quariei^ at Carthage. From thence he dis- 
patched bis ^^principal lieutenant, to inform the emperor, 
that/ in the jipnce of thrcS months, 1te had atchteved the 
i^^uest of Africa, 

Belisariu%, spoke the language of truth. The surviving 
Vandals yielded, without resistance, their arms and their 
freedom : the neighbourhood of Carthage submitted to bis 
presence^ and the more distant provinces were successively 
subdued by the report of his victory, Tripoli was confirmed 
E her vbluniary allegiance; Sardinia and Corsica surren- 
dered officer, who carried, instead of a sword, the 

h^ad of^the valliant Zano; and the isles of Majorca, 
Minorca, and Yvica, consented to remain an humble 
appendage of the African kingdom, Csesarca, a royal city, 
which in looser geography may be confounded with the 
modern Algiers, was situate thirty days march to tfie west- 
ward of Carthage; by land, the road was infested by the 
Moors; but the sea was open, and the Romans were now 
masters of the sea. An active, and discreet tribune sailed as 
far as the Streighls, where lie occupied Septeni or Ceuta f, 
^W'hich rises opposite to Gibraltar on the Afi ican coast : that 
Tema|e place was afterwards adorned and fortified by Justi- 
nian ; and he sccius to have indulged the vain ambition of 

• Tber^ilics of St. Augustin were carried by tbe African bishops their 
Sardinian exile (A. D, 500); and it was believed in ih^ viiith century, 
tliat Liutprand, king of ibe Lombards, transported them (A. D. 721*) 
from Sardinia to Pavia. In the year l6p5, ine Augusta^ friars of that 
city found a brick arcih, marble coffin, silver cas^e, silfe wrappeci hnges. 
blood, &c. apd perhaps an inscription of Agostino in Gothic letters, lout 
ibis useful discovery has been disputed by reaspn and je:^lousy (Earonius, 
Annal. A.D, 725. Wo. 2 — 9. Tillemont, Mem. Eccles. tom. xiii. p. 944. 
MontfaucoQl Diatjum l^;J>* Murafij^i, Aiftiq, Ital. Medii 

^vi, tom. V. dili|jpt, Ivii^^. who had cpnqj^d a separate treatise be- 
fore lhedecre| o| the bishop of Pavia; and Pope B^edict Xlll.), 

jf Ta m; ia ffie expreilsiou ofiprp^bpios (tie Edific. 

J. tee. 7.b IJt^ tech has been defaced the Forbifuese, fiourished 
jin obbles|iiiij|^lace8, jn agriculture and hjailufatjtWres, under the more 
prosperous feign of the Arabi (l^Afriqne de^Mte tnni*1i. p.SSd,). 
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cxjtending his empire to the cokimns of Hercul^. He 
received the ipessengers of victory at the time when he 
preparing to publish the pandects of the Homan law; ihidt 
the devc^ut or jealous emperor celebrated the divihe goodrrtss^ 

, in silence, the merit of his successful gC-' 
neral^. Impatient to abolish the temporal and spiritual 
tyraaiiy of the Vandals, he proceeded, without delay, to 
the full" «;s,tablishment-of the Catholic church. Her juris- 
diction, wealth, and immunities, perhaps the ^ost essential 
part of episcopal religion, were restored and amplified with 
a liberal hand ^ the Arian worship was suppressed ; the®o** 
natist meetings were proscribedf ; and the synod of Carthage, 
by the voice of two hundred tv)d seventy bishops 
plauded the just .measure of pious retaliation. On such 
an occasion, ft may not be presumed, that many onhodoX 
prelates were absent; hut the comparative smallness of thih 
number, which , in ancient councils had been twice or even 
thrice multiplied, most clearly indicates the decay both of 
the church and state. While Justinian approved himself the 
(k^lender of the faillt, he entertained an ambitious hope, that 
his victorious lieutenant would speedily enlarge the narrow* 
limits ot his dominion to the space which they occupied 
before the invasion of the Moors and Vandals; and Beli- 
sarius was instructed to establish live or commanders 
in the convenient stations of Tripoli, Leptis, Cirta, Caesarea 
and Sardinia, and to compute the military force paluthtc^ 
or borderers that might be sufficient for the defence of Africa, 
The kingdom of the V anduRi was not unworthy of the presence 
ot a Praetoiian praefect; and lour consnlars, three presidents, 
were appointed to administer the seven province^ under his 
ctvil jurisdiction. The number of their subordinate.^^oJiicerSj 

4 • Sec the s^ond and fhjrd preambles to the Digest, or Pandects, pro- 
mulgated A:D. 5S3, December lO. I'o the titles of Vandalicus and A fri^ 
ennuSf Justtnian, Or rather fielisarius, had acquired a just claim: Gathieu^ 
was premature, and Ftanceus false, and ofiensive to a great nation. 

t See the' original acts in Baronius (A.p^ No. ^4 ). The 
emperor applauds, his own ^emency her«iics» cum sumejiat ets 

vjvere. ^ ‘ 

t Otipin (C^gflph. Sacra Africana, p. iix. ad OpfatJ Milev.) ot}»erves 
and Iwwails ffits %p^mt decay Mk la tb^ more 4>ro^s|^r0us ag^^ df the 
church, iw had noticed 6^ hisbopytes; but howevci* itiihute wer^The 
dioceses, it is not probtfbie that they all existed at tho sahie'time. 

12 S2 
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megsen^rs, or assifttdntg, wm mitiuiely ox|>reased; 
tlsree huKdred and urnty-six for tfe praafect himself, fifty 
for i^ach of his vic^g^Witts; and the rigid definition of their 
f^g And ialaries wai more effectual to confii*m 
than! to prevent the abu^e. These magistrates migbtbe 
Oppressiife^ but they were not idle ; and the subtle questions 
of Justice and revenue ulcere infinitely propagated tinder, the 
itew government, which professed to revive the freeSdoih and 
equity o# the ttoman republic. The conqueror was solicitous 
exact a prompt and plentiful supply from his African 
subjects ; and he allowed them to claim, even fhthe third 
degiefe, and from the collateral line, the houses and lands 
of which their families had been unjustly despoiled by the 
Vandals. After the departure of Belisarius, who acted by 
high and special commission, no ordinary provision was 
made for a master-general of the forces; but the office of 
Praetorian prmfect was intrusted to a soldier ; the civil and 
military powers were united, according to the practice of 
Justinian, in the chief governor; and the representative of 
the emperor in Africa, as well as in Italy, was soon distin- 
guished by the appellation of Exarch *, 

Yet the Conquest of Africa was imperfect, till her former 
sovereign was delivered, either alive or dead, into the hands 
of the Romans. Doubtful of the event, Gelimer had given 
secret orders that a part of his treasure should be transported 
to Spgfin^ where he hoped to find a secure refuge at the court 
Of the king of the Visigoths. But these intentions were dis- 
appointed by accident, treachery, and the indefatigable pur- 
suit of his enemies, who intercepted his flight from the sea- 
shore, and chased the unfortunate monarch, with some 
faithftll followers, te the inaccessible mountain of Papuaf, 
in the ifBand country of Nurnidia. He was imn^edtately 
besieged by Pharas, an officer whdse truth AnJ sobriety 
vuere the more applauded, as such qualities could seldom be 

* The AiHean Jaws of Jmfiaiaii are iUosiratfsd by O^rmaa bio. 
grapher (Cod. 1. i. tii 27. Kl^ell. 30, 37. 131. vitwjufitmian, p. 340-» 

f t 

t Mooot P^pua js plac^ by dAnvipc (tpra^ W* p. p. and Tabid. 
Imp. Bom. Obes^ut.) near Hippo Kegius and ibe gies; yet this situation 
fll agrees wid^JlUie long pursuit beyond Hippo, the words of Procxi- 
plus (1. ii. c. 4.), n roi,' 
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f^Uni ii.iB, 09 g Heruli, the most cctrrjipt ot the B^barian 
To hi« vigilante Belisarius had entrusted t|its ihi* 
pctent charge; after, a bold attempt to scale. ;the 
iti which he lost ao hundred and tei| spldiers^ 
expected, daring a winter ^ege, the operatioti of 
distress and famine on the mind of the Vandal king. Prom 
the ^ftest habits of pleasure, from tjiie unbounded command 
of industry and wealth, he was reduced to share the poverty 
of the Moors*, supportable only to themselves by thoil* ig- 
norance of a happier condition. In their rude hovels^ 
thud and hurdles, which confined the smoke and excluded 
the light, they promiscuously slept on the grouped, perhaps 
on a sheep-skin, with their wives, their children, and tjbeir 
cattle. Sordid and scanty were their garments; the use of 
bread and wine was unknown ; and their oaten or barl^ 
cakes, imperfectly baked in the ashes, were devoured almost 
in a crude slate by the hungry savages. Tlie health of 
Gelimer must have sunk under these strange and unwonted 
hardships, from whatsoever cause they had been endured ; 
but his actual misery was embittered by the recollection of 
past gre«atness, the daily insolence of his protectors, and the 
just apprehension, that the light and venal Moors might be 
tempted to betray the rights of hospitality. The knowledge 
of his situation dictated the humane and friendly epistle of 
Pharas. Like yourself,'' said the chief of the Heruli, 
** I am an illiterate Barbarian, but I speak the lang^iage of 
plain sense, and an honest heart. Why will you persist 
in hopeless obstinacy ? Why will you ruin yourself, your 
family, and nation P The love of freedom and abhorrence 
of slavery? Alas! my dearest Gelimer, are you not 
already the worst of slaves, the slav^ of the vile nation of 
the Moors? Would it not be preferable to sustain at 
Constantinople a life of poverty and servitude, rather 
tlian to reign the undoubted monarch of the mountait; of 
Papua? Do you think* it a disgrace to be the subject of 
Justinikitl ? Belisarius is his sttbject; and we ourielves, 

♦ Shaw (Travel^ p, a^o.) most a^pturately represeute tb^ maBocrsof 
the Bedoweeos and Raibyles, the last' of ^bom, by tbetr limgt^^ d)e 
Tenant of the Moors : yet how chimged^how the^ US^rn 

lavages!— provisions are plenty amo^g them, ahd broad hi dommpn. 



Stf miTORT of Bt<!UNE A!rD FAIl 

** wfjose birth is not itffierior to your own, are not a?hamo4 
^ of o^r obedience to the Roman emperor. That generojuf 
** prince will gmnt p^tt B rich inheritance of lands, a pl»^ 
in tlie innate, and the dignity of Patrician: sucl^^hm^ 
gr^icioas intentbas, and you may depend with fulHsif 
gui'ance on the word of Belisarius. So long as heaven 
Itas cohderaned us to suffer, patience is a virtue ; but if we 
reject the proffered deliverance, it degenerates into blind 
and stupid despair.” ** I am not insensible,” replied the 
^ king of the VandnU, how kind and rational is yOur 
advice. But I cannot persuade myself to become the 
slave of an unjust enemy, who has deserved my inapkca- 
hie hatred. " Him I had never injured either by word or 
** d^ed: yet he has sent against me, 1 know not from 
.whence, a certain Belisarius, who has cast me headlong 
from the throne into this abyss of misery. Justidian is a 
man; he is a prince; does he not drcird for himself a 
^ similar reverse of fortune? I can write no more: tny grief 
oppresses me. Send me, I beseech you, my dear Pharas, 
send me, a lyre*, a spunge, and a loaf of bread.” 
From the Vandal messenger, Pharas was informed of the 
motives of this singular request. It was Jong since the king 
of Africa had tasted bread; a defluxioii had fallen on his 
eyes, the effect of fatigue or • incessant weeping; and be 
wished to solace the melancholy hours, by singing to the 
lyre th| sad story of his own misfortunes. The humanity of 
Ptiarus was moved; he sent the three extraordinary gifts ; 
but even his humanity prompted him to redouble the vigi- 
lance of his guard, that he might sooner compel his prisoner 
to embrace a resolution advantageous to the Romans, but 
$«lutarv to himself. The obstinacy of Gelimer at length 
yielded to reason and necessity; the solemn assurances pf 
safetj aud honourable treatment were ratified in the em- 
peror’s name, by the ambassador of Belisarius; mid the 
king of the Vandals descended from the mountain. The 
fiiat public interview was in one of the suburbs of Carthage ; 

• By Proeppia* it is staled a /yrr; perhaps hatjf wpaW have been more 
patioiml, Chs kstruinents of mwe are thus dlsdugUlshed by Venanfiiu 
'.Fortunaiiiis' ' ' ' " ' V. '' \ ^ 

I^manusquc fyr4 tibi plattdat, Barbarttiitf/ya. ^ 



or .THE' ■ ' -■ - •' 

and wfap file r<)yal c^llVe accOi#d his coii^fKjrori he 
burst a of laughter. The crowd might naturallj be- 
I^lre, tliat extreihe grief had deprived Gelimer of his Wrises ; 
but in Ais mournful state, unseasonable mirth inriitaated to 
ihteHigeiiJ observers, that the vain and transitory 
scenes of human greatness are unworthy of a serious 
thotighf^. 

Their contempt was soon justified by a new example of a 
vulgar truth ; that flattery adheres to power, and envy to 
supeiior merit. The chiefs of the Roman army presumed 
to thinks themselves the rivals of an hero. Their private 
dispatches maliciously alFii ined, that the conqueror of Africa, 
strong in his reputation and the public love, coiitpi red to 
seat himself on the throne of the Vandals, Justinia^dist- 
ened with too patient an ear; and his silence was the result 
of jealousy rather than of confidence. An honourable al- 
ternative, of remaining in the province, or of returning to 
the capital, was indeed submitted to the discretion of Beli- 
sarius; but he wisely concluded, from intercepted letters, 
and the knowledge of his sovereign’s temper, that he must 
either resign his head, erect his standard, or confound his 
enemies by his presence and submission.* Innocence and 
courage decided^his choice : his guards, captives, and trea- 
sures, were diligently embarked ; and so prosperous was the 
navigation, that his arrival at Constantinople preceded ,fmy 
certain account of his departure from the port of Carthage, 
Such unsuspecting loyalty removed the appreheniiquis of 
Jkistiriiau: envy was silenced and inflamed by the public 
gratitude ; and tire third Africanus obtained the honours of 
a triumph, a ceremony which the city of Constantinople 
luid never seen, and which ancient Home, since the reign 
of Tiberius, h^ reserved for the auspicious arm»> of the 
Cagsarsf* From the palace of Belisarius, the procession 

, • Herodotus elegantly describes thfe strange effects of grief in another 
royal captive, Psamineticbus of Egypt, who wept at the lesser and was 
silent at the of hi* calamities (1. iii, c. 14;}. In the iuteirview of 

Baulus iEmilius and Perses, Belisarius might study his part; But it is pro- 
bable that he never read cither Livy or Plutarch; ana it is certain that 
bis generosity ^itj not need a tutor, ^ 

t After tlte title of mperator bad lost the old military sense;, the 
^ JloiBaa auspioei were abtdtshed by Christianity (see La fileterie^ Mem. de 



Ann fall 

priaeipal streets 4o the bippo** 
4fiwe| 4Ntl^ meoiofabk day iseemed t@ a^ng4 die in- 
juries of Genseric^ Slid to expiate the sbaoie of the Romigp. 
The w^}li}|0Citat|oiift w displayed, the trophies of marn|l 
oceff^mitMe luxury; riclr armour, golden thrones. %t4j|3^ 
chaript of state which had been used by thl^ Vandal queen ^ 
ihfrmaasy furniture of the royal banquet, the splendour of 
precious stones, the elegant forms of statues and vases, flie 
moro substantial treasure of gold, and the holy vessels of 
tire Jewish. temple> which, after their long peregrination, 
were respectfully deposited in the Christian church of Jeru- 
saletii. A long train of the noblest Vandals reluctantly ex- 
po^ their lofty stature and manly countenance. Gelimer 
8lo||}j advanced : he was clad in a purple robe, and still 
nipintained the majesty of a king. Not a tear escaped from 
his eyes, not a sigh was heard ; but his pride or piety de- 
rived tome secret consolation from the words of Solomon 
which he repeatedly pronounced VANITY ! vanity! all is 
vanity! Instead of ascending a triumphal car drawn by 
four horses or elephants, the modest conqueror marched on 
foot at the head of his bmve companions: his prudence 
might decline aa honour too conspicuous for a subject : and 
his magnanimity might justly disdain wdiat had been so 
often sullied by the vilest of tyrants. The glorious proces- 
siqip entered llie gate of the hippodrome; was saluted by 
the acclamations of the senate and people; and halted be- 
fore the tljrone where Justinian and Theodora were seated 
to receive the homage of the captive monarch and the vic- 
torious hero.* They both performed the customary adora- 
tion ; Sind falling prostrate on the ground, lespectl’ully 
touched the footstool of a prince who had not linsheatbed 
his sword, and of a prostitute, who had danced on tho 
theatire ; some gentle violence was used tb bend the stub- 

TAcademic, toni. xxi. p. S02 — 332.), a triumph might be given with less^, 
inequ^btency to a private general. 

* If tWEccksiastp be truly a work of Solomon, and.not, like Prior’s 
poetn, a pious aad tOoral compositioti of more recent times, in hts name, 
and;un the snl^t of his repentance. The latter Is the pinion of the 
learned and freO-spirited Grotius (Opp. Theolog. tom. L p. 258.): and 
tndiM l|ber£cdesuuites and Proverbs display a larger coihpass of; thqu^t 
and.<uqpcfieDce,th8n to belong either to; a Jew of a 



be4|^- He WAS tmmedtaiely deele^ fcr eh# eeiHf 
iog yeer. aed.the day of bis ioaoguieuoat^ifjiiiel^ 
seooed txiumph : bis carale ^heir eras hmtm 
odtiie^oaideftaf captive VaodaU ; and ib^ap^ 
gfidd capst aed jrioh girdles^ weie profusely soittfiedjiem^ 
the "populace* 

BtH the purest reward of Belisariua was ie die laill^idb 
execution of a treaty for whichbis honour had been^^^bdged 
to the Jc jug of the Vandals. The religious foriiplea of 
iimer, who adhered to the Arian herepiy^ were inomipatililn^ 
with the, dignity of senator or patrician : bnt^ie reoeiued' 
from the emperor an ample estate in •the provinoe of ||||y, 
latia, where the abdicate roonaich retired .with his 
and fi iends, to a life of peace, of affluence, and peri)ap«4if, 
coirtenf*^. The daughters of Hilderic were entertaiped 
with the respectful tenderness d^te to their age and iplsfor^^ 
tune; #nd Justinian and Theodora accepted, the honour | 
educating and enriching the female descendants of the greats ' 
Theodosias. The bravest of the Vandal youth were 
bated into five squadrons of cavalry, which adopted ihie 
name of their benefactor, and supported in the Persiaii wam^ 
the glory of their ancestors. But these rare exceptions> tbe« 
reward of birth or valour, are insuihcient to explain the 
of a ni^on, whose numbers, before a short and bloodjcsw 
war, amounted to more than six hundred thousand peniliis* 
After the exile of their king and nobles, the servile crowd 
might purchase their safety, by abjuring thiir characim^i 
religion, and language ; and their . degenerate posterity 
woulcf be injpfnsibly mingled with the common herd of Afri- 
can subjects. Yet even in tbe present age, ^and ip the bcm't 
of the Moorish trib^, a curious traveller ha^ discovered tbe 
white complexion and long fl^|xen hair of a northern raceff 

* la the Belimire of Marmontel, tbe king; and tbeconit|nerdr of Afrjra 
tap, aw converse, wiUkintrecoliectingaiobolti^^ }fit^stile||^ta 
fault of tmTomtiicei that not only the hero, tnit aUio be 1^ 
been so oompkiaoiiiiy known^ ^j^ar to have lost their 
memofy." ' 

t p Yet tince Prooopiiit (I. ii. e. ia) tpeal» of O 
tkonai Atiil, white Mjes and ymw 

■ Voi-V. 'fiT-' 


Hi falx. 

m 4 M 

iltf ^ even the ikd 

WmfiifF/ solkaiy ftttAom ^ tfei^ ltl«Jre^ 

ynidthtm tkHt it 

ecite^tiim an 

^ ib^ iMteks af tha dt^, nth^t iMi 
t ^t^ntnrotnr^ Mi}} wafidam4 Jo tlitp 

Irwttt impossible for cowards io siitctibuorl 
^ bMiaak of lnwtila Bkrbad^iaOs : k \^as 

Air%fava tnan to^pose their tialced^sii and de-* 
A^Mfoia of thait countryOiOii, to describe 4bd 

l^j^tltiii iij^ they had kst, md to elaim a share of the 
IlyMte infi<ifllfance^ #rhfo^^ in a happier boor, they bad 

Inr the couiitry between 
®^<^®be Mhd tlia Wer, several pfopufoiis visages of Lusatia 
lira Iribabited by the Vandals: they still preserve ^eir Ian- 
wtair cnatotna, and the pnrtt^ of their blood; sup- 
*p6irt #}tK sOina impatience, the Saxon or Prussian yoke; 
I iOd ier^ wllft Sbctot and voluntary allegiance, the descen- 
^ Iftltlt of their ancient kings, who in his garb and present for- 
tniiiif confounded with the meanest of his vassals The 
ntihe and situation of this utihappy people might kidicatO 
*®tbefr descent from one common stock with the conquerors 
’ Of Africa. But the use of a Sclavoftian dialect more clearly 
^ lipre^htii them ks the hist remnant of the new colonies; 
Wbo succeeded to tlie genuine Vandals> already scattered 
or dditfOyed in the age of Procopius §. 


1 ^ 0 . pha^CDenoin j( which is likewise visible in the Andes of Peru, Buflhn* 
lorn. Iti. p. 1^4. j may tiaturally be ascribed to Ibe elfe\ation of the ground 
iM the temperature of the air. 

• The geographer of Ravenna (1. iii. c. xi. , Pfn's, 

ldS8*) describes the Mauritania Gaditam (opposite to Cadiz), ubi gens 
VMiiioftiM; a BeffsaHo derieta in Afoaa^ iugih et nunquaih i*oinp4niif« 
t, A single voice had protested, and Geuseric diWnlssed, wi^ont a forma) 
antWri the Vandals of Germany *. but tliose of Africa derided his pru* 
4ahds^ ind affected to despite the poverty of their forests (f^Ocib^ur, 
VandM I. i. c. sa.). 

V j Ft^ the tnouth of ilte great eJeMoriin 1687), T^iJIiiis d^crihes die 
aiiil.feb«lik>us£pnit of the Vandals of firaifdeobiifgn^ '\^ho 


six thousand soldiers who had 


WWpgar.p. 4«. apud DuboS| Hist, de U #! 

$ois^ tuniv i jp. 189, Ids.). The vitraci^y, not of the elector, nut ot 
lNXnKlr,a^^ i - , 

i. c. t9.> w» in«tdtid d^rkneliii^ 

H ifw fwJwwM Udder the iCigO of Dagobert (A. D. 6Su.), the Bci|vo* 


jdf^^ecitpjiop, 
[9n#^r|Phio.FmiH 
elector, hut of 



’ 'jff 

iti|ti^{)e9i^lf^ii^;d[^«iriBg;j|^ 

' ill ' : ikcf mm ignoniiil ' ■ tlieiim^ 

ln^rsl^. lliafr Ikntes catiQoi be preeisdy lieineAt »4ciii^ 
|e $9 e^ntifiefit mks open to tbe Lib}^ ^iliepb#4e|^^lili( 
obj^ge of jseasomatid pastures regulated their eiOitkmsV 
theil^ rude huts and f^lender furniture were trenspoartepl^ Wtih 
the $g]u^e eiusees thW arms, theii* families, an^ctbeir oatile, 
eoniM&ted of sheep^ oxeti>^ and camels During the 
vigour of the Roman power, they obsierved a leapeothll dis- 
tance from Carthage and the sea«^ote^ imder^thn ^Mdlfe 
reign of the Vandals, they invaded lire oktiea o£ 
occupied the sea-coast from Tangier to Csesaiea, an# {dtotibi 
their csilnps, wkh impunity, in the fertile province of ByzjO^ 
cium^ The formidable strength and artful conditcS of Beli- 
satiu 9 secured the neutrality of the Moorish prinoet, wbo^ 
vanity aspined to receive, in the emperor’s name, the ensigns 
of their regal dignity J. They were astonished by the 
event, and trembled in the presence of their eotiguiHrof. 
But his approaching departui^ soon relieved the 'apprahefi- 
sions of a savage and superstitious people $ ! the number 
their wives allowed them to disregard the safety of^thitr 
infant hostages ; and when the Roman geneml buisted :iidl 
iu the port ol'.Cai thage, he heard tlie cries, aud almost tit* 
held the flames, of the desolated province. Yet «ii« pel^ 
aisted in bis resolution ; and leaving only E’ part of hk 
gmtds to reinforce the feeble garrisons, be entrusted '^fbe 

eiliu bribes of the Sorbi and VVnedr already bordered *0U Thurinjfiil 
Rkt. of the X vr. 

»» trpteients the Mali's as a remnant of the army of 

Jugvfth. 0. 2).), and Procopius -(Vatidal, l.ii. c. Ip.) fs the 
Mterity of the Cananjcahs who fled from the robber loshua (aem?)- 
He quotes two columns, with a Phoenician* imcrtptiiini ^ibirlw 
cqiuWB— doubt the inscription— and 1 reject the peitigjfec. ^ 

t 'Vi^iO^gic. «u JS0.) and Pom ponius Mela (fc O.) deicir^^ 
Waudoriog llfr of the African shepherds^ siiitilar to that olthe AflPjlM 
Tmtatsr aod Shaw (p. 222. ) is the best comtueutAtor oil m 
g<^^ranhm ' \ ^ ^ ' vv^ • ,v, ''/> ' 

t custbiuary gifrs were a sceptre, a crown or cef;^ $ V^bile jloiL a 

fiimred tueic end sbeeB, all adorUed whb geid andcflvWf iot wINt 
iweeitrtWiMab IcesaoecpUide shape of coin ¥eiM||irl< i , 

^^.}l * '■ ' 

SiTe 
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'Srioaopi*,- arbp/f^rAved 

Vn^f itto^Mwoithy-to betl^^ •oocawor In 

'|Im!; knm^ detot^Biftiis, with two offi«8i|!>of 

iMi^'tilWcos^rued wd inteteepted ; bnt SaloiBoit«eBdily. 
.wMinfayd hw ttoopsy wiarcbedjTom Carthage ' into 
^ tfa^ 4Cdiiiitrjty find in tijro great battlet dettrojed Mitty 
’‘Attwatid of the £btirbarian».i The Moors depended os their 
MalUtnd^, their swiftness^ and their inaccessible monimins; 
^allid the aspect and smell of their camels are said to ha^fe . 
.firadnced sofse confusion in the Roman cavalry f. Bnt as 
soon «S they were commanded to dismount, they derided this 
contemptible obstacle; as soon as the columns ascended the 
mu, th« nak^d aod diBorderly crowd was dazzled by gUt- 
tl||iog ftrm» and regular evolutions ; and the menace of their 
fiihialc prophets was repeatedly fulfilled, that the Moors 
ihmild be discooifited by a beardless antagonists The vie- 
idribOs eunuch advanced thirteen days journey from Car- 
thage, to besiege mount Aurasius^, the citadel, and at the 
mme time tlie garden of Numidia. That range of hills, a 
'^lirttoeh of tbe great Atlas, contains within a circumference 
.of aiic hundred and twenty miles, a rare variety of soil and 
ditbate*; tlie intermediate vallies and elevated plains abound 
%!th tidi pastures, perpetual streams, and fruits of a deli- 
taste and uncommon magnitude. This fair solitude is 
jyborated with the ruins of Lambesa, a Roman city, once 
tin seat of a JegioQ, and the residence of forty thousand 
lhf)ab«timts* The Ionic temple of iEsculapius is encom* 
paised with Moorish huts ; and the cattle now graze in the 
midst of an amphitheatre, under the shade of Corinthiaii 


♦ S«« lbs AfNicin y^emtnent and warfare of Solomon, In Procopius 
(Vandal* 1. ii. c. io, u, 13. 19* 20 .). He was recalled,. and again re* 
Unredi ana hh last victory dates in the aiiith year of Juatinmn (A* D, 
geg)* An aeddent in his clnldhood had rendered him an eunuch (1. i, 
c. liij.; the olher^^iBoman generals were amply furnished wi|lalicard% 

T iTbis natitial anttMfhy of the horse fbr the camelt is affirmed by the 
1 * 438. tvikp. edit. Hut. 

b. plitt. Hist. Nat. viii* id* AStiau dd 
llnwi t.)vhnt it is disproved by daily caperience, and 
thel^ jitdges, the Ortentals {Voyage dX>learras^ p. 

jf describes mmini AncasifipJVaiifIvli Hi. 

I. wi. e l|e iniiy be eomptred'with Leo Amoaitu% 

iW(p.66-^.X, 




Of tilt iibM'Aw 

A iihkrp iperpe<<^cii1a^;i^k rises a&ow 
of thie uiOti^tEiti^' uliere the Afman princes j^|pt 

#lirtt ktid treasure ; aad a p^verb is familiar to ^ 
tfiat^i^ man tnay eatfire^ Who dar<^ to attack ^ 

Vhfcs and inhospitable natives of mount Aorasius. ^is 
hardy enterprise was twice attempted by the epi^tich 
mon t from the first, he retreated with some disgra^; Hfid 
in the second, his patience and provisions w^e almost 
hausted; and he, must agdin have retired,, if he ha^ 
yielded to the impetuous courage of his troops, who 
cioosly scaled, to the astonishment of the Moors, the mpup* 
tain, the hostile camp, and the Summit of the Getn|i|^ 
rock. A citadel was erected to secure this important 
quest, and to remind the Barbarians of their defeat; aplfi^ 
Solomon pursued bis march to the west, the long-lost pro-* 
Vince of Mauritanian Sitifi was again annexed to the Roman 
empire. The Moorish war continued several years after the 
departure of Belisarius ; but the laurels which he resigimd 
to a faithful lieutenant, may be justly ascribed to bia o||n 
triumph. 

The experience of past faults, which may sometirpeii^** 
rect the matufe age of an individual, is seldom 
the successive generations of mankind. The nations of,i Jp 
quity, careless of each other’s safety, were separately 
quished and enslaved by the Romans. This awful 
might have instructed the Barbarians of the West to oppo^f 
with timely counsels and confederate arras, the unbounded 
ambition of Justinian. Yet the same error was repeate(|, 
the same consequences were felt, and the Goths, both of 
Italy and Spain, insensible of their approaching danger, be^ 
held with indifference, and even with joy, the rapid dowrifkl 
of Vandals. After the failure of the royal line, Theudesi 
a valiant and powerful chief, ascended the throne of Spaj^ 
wbick be liad fpriijerly administered in the name of Tli^- 
dofic and. bis infant grandson. Under his e<miiiiand| 
Visigoths berieged the fortress of CeUta bn the Africab qilili 
buV while they sp«^t the sabhatlwlay in peace imd devoiiPii; 
tbe pl^ sejsnifity of edibp invaded by, • ftbm 

l|)e town; ipd ^ king with sonit 





HlSTOI^^r Oir KALI. 

1 W j'! ' ' ,* , ^ ’ / "'f / 

^ a ^cril^^Hs 

* "$t>re hts pr^ aqd re^'ti^ent w<er^.£4jatii; 

,GieU»R^ 

#aid of th^ Si^ijsli 

put, iaaj^^ of s^cri^cirjg thpt i^iiwoithy pa$^ion^^l(^^ 
^paerosity and pjudeoce, tb^ 

to^lfl^dopi, h inforiaed pf tlie loss of 

fbem with olJscure and coo- 
Jicfyiccj to see|c in their native comitry a true 
||jt|yjedg<? of ^ate of the Vau^^l^f . iTl^e loog cpntiuu- 
^the w^r delayed the punisjmient of th^ Visi- 
the eyes of Thpudes were closed before fhey 
l.^,fr;uils of ijis ipjstaken policy. After his death, tl^e 
of ^P»i9 Jfsfs disputed by a civil wa^*. The weaker 
ip ^l^cUe^ tlie protection of Justinian, and 
j sijbfcribied a treaty of alliance, which deeply wounded 
ip,d|e;ppt|dence and happiness of his country. Several 
fjitjpf, l^oth,op jiip ocean and the Mediterranean, were.cpded 
pojpfn troops, >vho afterwards refused to evacuate 
those pledges, as it should seem, either of safety or payment j 
^jhey wore fortified by perpetual supplier from Africa, 
ll^ej jp|i^tai^ed their ifnpreg^iabie stations, for the mis- 
lll^vops p^rpo^e of infilling the civil and religious factions 
^||je^|iafb^i(ms. ^evenly ye^rs ebipsed before this painfpl 
^)g]rn. cpuld be extirpated from tfie bosom of tJie monarchy ; 

as the emperors retyped apy sf^rp of these re- 
possessions, their vaiiity might numbey 
^pa|n in tfip li^t of tbeir pyovinces, and tfie successors of 
^ario in tlj|e rgnk of their vassals J, , 

V ^jT be error of jthp Gptlis wjbo reigned in Italy was less ex- 
tlifiu Uvaf of Uieir Spanish brethren, ao4 tl^ir punish- 
pent >yas more immediate and terrible. From a motive 

; t Ifidpr.,pijr<jp. edit. <?rqt. Mariana, Hist. Ilispap. li t. c. {i. 

£. \f.i. Yct' accbraing to Isidort, the sibge -of Ceuta, aiw the dco^'df 
¥heu(jet,%Hp{M#li'ed, 6S6, A. D.548} and ^e place ivasdefeitded, 

v??r#k frute t^tc ^{Dfipa. 

X Prorojuus, Vandal. Luc. ^4. , < 

^ tW VfHgfhS^tJlir^icle of Isidore^ snd Ihp vtb aUd Djhl 




■ 4w rnt ^ ^ ^ 

of privaftet^vedg^, tliey ^nil^ed ttasii* fnOst 
tti i^tbf t^ir mbsi ilH|. A 


T!i^€3^#^ic hM h^eti gtveh iil iiittrvl^^ to ThrUsi^tftoW t!li 
Afmib fciilg^ : btx lh& occisib^ii thi? foitte^a^ 

was resigned to the Vahdids: a#d tb% printSiil Afeat- 
Tkirida was attended by a iMrtial train ofokb tllOuSao4 
and fire thonsand Oothfe ioli!ters> who signbltked tl#i^ 
lonr iti the Modrish wars. Th^tr merit waS dvej^-ra^^ ly 
themselves, and perhaps neglected by the Vandals f 
viewed the country with envy, and the conqiieror^ With dis« 
darn ; but theit real or fictitious conspiracy Wasjprfevented bf 
U miiSsacre ; the Goths were oppressed, and the cd|itivity 
kmalafrida was soon followed by h^r secret and Si!is{iii£|ii| 
dedth. The eloquent pen of Cassrodorids was eiriplot^ # 
reproach the Vandal Court with the crud violation of 'b^etf 
socld) and public duty; but the vengetince which hcf tlir^^« 
ened in the name of his sovereign, might be derided with 
impunity, as long as Africa Was protected by the sea, attd 
the Goths were destitute of a navy. In the Mind impotence 
of grief and indignation, they joyfully saluted the npptcii^i 
bf the Romans, entertained the fleet of Rdisarius in the ports 
of Srcil}^ and were speedily delighted or alarmCd Ky thC Idr* 
prising intelligence, that their revenge was exCented tfcyofid 
the measure of their hopes, or pCrhaps of their Wi^hih; *[% 
their friendship the emperor was indebted for the kitfg^o^ 
bf Africa, and the Goths might leasonably*^ think, that 
Were entitled to resume the possession of a barren rock, »1> 
recently scpahited as a nuptial gift from the island of SilSly, 
They were soon undeceived by the haughty mandate of 
Belisahus, which excited their tardy and unavailing l%peiif* 
sbee. The city and promontory of Lilybaearrt,*^ said 
Roman general, belonged to the Vandals, and I diakw 
them by the right of conquest. Your submission may 
deserve ihc favour of the emperof ; your obstinacy jtiil 
'' piovoke hia displeasure, and must kind la a war, that cad 

• See the marriage and fate of Amalalrida ib Proconiu# (V^3^ t l; 


c hkewj# the Ctonicle of Victor Tunnujiu^ 

. . .. lw|ihe CarmagiDians, Vlythp, :itCv. 4.| i 

War, a strong sltuatmn^ nkfd ejoceUeut baibog^, 
l^ace an important object io tidm oatk)n$. 


BXBTOMtlfff AXfP FALL 

f BiiMmue psij in jo»i» »IM^ ru^i. If ypii opmpe} m 
arms, we shall eoiitei>4« not 0 regaiii 
aiioD of a aiegte cijgr,, bet )to deprive yon of all tl^prc^ 
v|oe<wvl^ imjttitly withhold froo^ their .kv^dhl ee- 
** A. opiioo of two hundred thousand aeW^I 

be^ lulled «f the vain a^ace of Joffdntao end hts 
Jh^l^tiafit ; hot a spirit of discord and disaffection prevailed 
Hn lealy^ and the Goths supported, with reactance, the in* 
dignity of a female reign 

The birth of Amalasontha, the regent and queen of Italy f, 
pelted the two most illustrious families of the Barbarian^ 
I|er mother, the sister of Clovis, was descended from the 
illlllobaired kings of the Merovinguin rvLce%; and the regal 
|W0c«S8ion of the Jmali was illustrated in the eleventh gene- 
fi^ioPi by her father, the great Theodoric, whose merit might 
^ve ennobled a plebeian origin. Tlie sex of his daughter 
excluded her from the Gothio throne ; but his vigilanit ten* 
demess for his family and his people discovered the last heir 
of the royal line, whose ancestors had taken refuge in Spain ; 

the fortunate Eutharic was suddenly exalted to the ranl^ 
of a consul and a prince. He enjoyed only a short time the 
charms of Amalasontha, and the hopes of the succession ; 
and his widow, after the death of her husband and father, 
was left the guardian of her son Athalaric, and the kingdom 
Italy* At the age of about twenty-eight years, the en- 
dowments of her mind and person had attained their perfect 
maturity. Her beauty, which, in the apprehension of Theo* 
dop herself, might have disputed the conquest of an empe- 
ror, was animated by manly sense, aclivit}’, and resolution. 
Sd^chtion and experience had cultivated her talents ; her 
philosophic studies were exempt from vanity; and, though 
she expressed herself with equal elegance and ease in the 

Compare the different passages of Prqcopius (Vandal. L H* c« 5. 

CdtUc. 1. i. c. 30* 

^ t rut the rel|m end character of Atnalasositha, see Procophn (Gothid* 
i i. c. Vf 5. 4. and Anecdot. c. 16. with the Notes of Alemanims), Cassio* 
iMini tVar* viil, ix, x. and xi. 1.), and Jornandes (dn Eebus peticis^.c. 
40. ilid De Snpeestione H^norum, in Muratori, tom. i. p. 24tiy. 

I *lim ihirriage of Theodoric widi Aadeffeda, the w«ter 





Gi*i^|r, t%:Xali% and i!ie Gothic totigtm/ tfe^ M% 
Hiehdoric fhaintaliiied in hei* cownsels a di»ei^et | 
netiiihl^ silence. By it Jtuthful imitation bf the yirtiidk^ ihe 
refilled the piosperiiy of bis reign : while she With 

*^^^Qlus carli, to expiate the faults, and to obliterate the darker 
;nemory of his declining age. The children of Boethius'lllfS 
Syiamachus were restored to their paternal inheritance:' 
extreme lenity ntfever donsented to inflict any corporal oi pti 
cuniaiy penalties on her Konmn subjects; and she generotlirfy 
despised the clamours of the Goths, wlio, at the end of forty 
years, still considered the people of Italy bs their slstves 6t^ 
their enct^ies. Her salutary measures were directed' by the 
w isdoin, and celebrated by the eloquence, of Cosiiodorias^h^ 
solicited and deserved the friendship of the emperor; and Ibl^ 
kingdoms of Europe respected, both in peace and 
majesty of the Gothic throne. But the future happiness 
the queen and of Italy depended on the education of hersoti^ 
who was destined, by his birth, to support the different and 
almost incompatible characters of the chit^f of a Barbarian 
tBainp, and the first magistrate of a civilized nation. Fr^nl 
the age of ten years’*^, Athalaric was diligently instructed in 
the arts and sciences, either useful or ornamental for a Roman 
prince; and three venerable Goths were chosen to Instil the? 
principles of honour and virtue into the mind of their yoMi 
king. But the pupil who is insensible of the benefits, must 
hor the restraints, of education; and the solicitude of thef 
queen, which affection rendered anxious and severe, offended 
the untractable nature of her son and his subjects. On a so- 
lemn festivaJ, when the Goths were assembled in the palace of 
Ravenna, the royal youth escaped from his mother's aparl^ 
ment, and, with tears of pride and anger, complained of a bldW* 
which his stubborn disobedience had provoked her to inflict. 
The Barbarians resented the indignity which had been offered 
to their king; accused the regent of conspiring agaimtg^i^^ 
life and crown ; and imperionBly demanded, that the grand-^ 
son of Tb^odoric should be rescued from the dastardly 


of 'rheodork, his grandson Atl4l»rk k deicrihed by^ 
jud t^uka, lin age— infaoti^i)| |yi ftBc 
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IllSTOET Of* Jil^p WAht 

wofmn fifid jied&niftt and eduevi^d; like a iraliaM 
lltollil feithe Moiety of lnis^eqnsJs^ and the glonoo$ ignomnce 
of his aneesteft^ To i\\i^ rode ciamotir^ importanately urged 
is tiie3i^oiee o^ the. nation^ Amalasontba was compelled tp 
yield heir Tia«on> ini the deariHt wishes of her b€||rt. Tb|^ 
ili|^ of Italy was abandoned to wine, to wonien^ and toxustic 
; and the tudiscreef contempt of the ^grateful youth, 
Mfrayed the mischievous designs of his favourites and her 
eatmies^ , ^flncriatpassed with domestic foes, she entered into 
i setret negotiation with the emperor Justiniun; obtained 
the, assurance jof a friendly reeeption, and had actually depo-r 
sited .at^Dyracbium in Epirus, a treasure of forty thousand 
pjilnds of gold. Happy would it have been for her fame 
Ipd Safety, if she had calmly retired fi om barbarous faction, 
peace and splendour of Constantinople. But the mind 
Itf Amalasorftha was inflamed by ambition and revenge; and 
yrhile her ships lay at anchor in the port, she waited for the 
succesi of a crime which her passions excused or applauded 
«$ an act of justice. Three of the most dangerous malecon- 
leiits^had been separately removed, under the pretence of 
trait and command, to the frontiers of Italy: they were as- 
sal^nated by her private emissaries ; and the blood of these 
noble Gttths rendered the queen-mother absolute in the coprt 
of Ravenna, and justly odious to a free people. But if she 
m lamented the disorders of her son, she soon wept his ir- 
reparable loss ; and the death of Athalaric, who, at the age 
of sMcteen, was consumed by premature intemperance, left 
" her^destitute of any firm support or legal/aiuhority. Instead 
of submitting to the laws of her country, which held as a 
fiundamental mas^im, that the succession could never past^ 
fi^m the lance to the distaff, the daughter of Theodoric con- 
ceived the impracticable design of sharing, with one of her 
cousins, the regal title, and of reserving in her own bands 
^i^pbstance of supreme power. He received the^proposal 
w||h^ profound resfject and affected gratitude; and the elo* 
qpfUt C3u9siodoriu8 announced to the senate and the* emperor, 
ttiat Amaiaioptha and Theodatus had ascended the throne of 
Italy#: Hit birth (Ibr his mother was tb^ listlt of 
might ^ con^dered a| an imj^rfect title ; aiSd die efaotOr^ 
was more stw®^ detected by her c<HitetB|^ 



or TH^ROlfAJI EniPIRE. ' 

His Bimrice ^fi4 pusHlahnnity^ whi^ Had deprimlji|j^ 
Ib^lbi^e of the ItsCliatifi, and the esteem of thf 
feol^^ebd^tos' Was exasperated by the contempt wbicH iwf 
des*ei^vedr' her jastiee had repres^d and reproached the bp-^ 
^pressIdA #hich he exercised against his Tuscan neigltboO|if | 
dnd the principal Goths, united by common guilt iii| 
iefsentment, cOi||ptred to instigate his slow and tiinid disp04 
sition. The letters of congratulation were scarcely 4 is- 
patclied before the queen of Italy was imprisoned in a smidl 
island of th#i^%lce l&f Bol^na^, where> after short con-? 
fitteiticnt; she was strangled in the bath, by the order, or 
with the connivance^ of the new Icings who instinicl|ld 4 hi< 
turbulent subjects to shed the blood of their sovereigns./ / 

♦ Justinian beheld with joy the dissensions of the Goths | 
the mediation of an ally concealed and promoted the ambitC 
ous viei^s of the conqueror. His ambassadors, jn their public 
audience, demanded the fortress of Lilybaeum, ten Barbarian 
fugitives, and a just compensation for the pillage of a small 
town on the Illyrian borders; but they secretly negotiated 
with Theodatus to betray the province of Tuscany; and 
tempted Amalasontha to exuicate herself from danger and 
perplexity, by a free surrender of the kingdom of Ital 3 \ 
A false ahd servile epistle was subscribed by the reluctffi|, 
hand of the captive queen : but the confession of the 
senators, who were sent to Constantinople, revealed th^ 
truth of her deplorable situation ; and Justinian, the 
voice of a new ambassador, most powerfully interceded for 
her life and liberty. Yet the secret instructions of the same 
minister were adapted to serve the cFuel jealousy of Theo-^ 
dora, who dreaded the presence and superior charms of 
rival: he prompted, with artful and ambiguous hmts/ the 
execution of a crime so useful to the Romans^; received 

' ■ • ■ ^ . 

■* Tlife lafe# from the neighbouring towns of Etruria, was styled eithet 
Vuitinienslfi (now of BoUeiia) or Tarquiniensis’. , It is surrounded with 
white POcks, -knd stored with fish aim wild-fowt The younger 
(Kpi^t. il/96.) celebrates two woody islands that floated on its waters: If 
a fat>lc, how credulous the ancients!— if a fact, how careless the moderns I ' 
Yet, since , the idand.niay have been fixed fiynew and gi^deil * 
succgsioni. ^ ^ ♦ 

t Yet FrocOpiul dheredits* his own.evidenc^e (Ab^dot. c. !&}, by 
tfiaf in bis public hiitoiy he bte not spoken the 
the"'£|^&s ffom Gbndelina to the empress Theodora- (Var. x, 
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of hdt ieatii wiSfti pikf tei4 loatgrrition^i ^nll * 

W tnoiier^i war ogAiilsf ifcr 

as well ils in AfricR^ ihfe gtiif <>f : 
anirittf^rappeandi tijiijitifjr the aipint of JnstiniAn; Imllhi ^ 
fotbes nthhiiH ht pitpared, were tnsuIRcititt for tht siibver^ 

A mighty kingdoib^ if thdir feeble oombtrs bad holi 
WiJ muhiplitKl by the name, the spirit, an||^tke cimduci 
ah hero. A chosen troop of *guerds, who served on horsek 
baclr, and were armed with lances and bncklen^ attended 
thepenofi of Belisarius: his cavalry wtil coisiposed of two 
hiindred Hons, three hundred liioors, and four thousanil 
and tlie inftnitry consisted only of three thou# 
lifed Isaurimis. Steering the .same course as in his former 
^Rpedition/ the Roman consul cast anchot before Catana in 
Sfdilyi to survey the strength of the island, and to decide 
whether he shdiJd attempt the conc^est, or peaciWy pursue 
his voyage for tlie African coast. He found a fruitful land 
and a friendly people. Notwithstanding the detsay of agri* 
culture, Sicily still supplied the gratiafies of Rome ; the far- 
Aiers w^re graciously exempted from the oppression of niiltfc* 
Vary quarters; and the Goths, who trusted the defence of 
the island to the kibabitants, had some reason to complain, 
Ibat their confidence was wigrat^fully betrayed. Instead nfe 

f itting and expecting the aid of the king of Italy, tliey 
Ided to the first sumdiions a cheerful obedience : and thk 
province, the first fruits of the Punic wars, was again, after 
a long sejwation, united to the Roman empire*. The 
Gothic garrison of Falermoi which alone attempted to resist, 
wa» reduced, after a ^ort seige, by a singular stratagem. 
'^%elisari«$ introduced his ships into the deepest recess of the 
liurbour; their boats were laboriously hoisted with ropes 
And |)uiHe8 to the topmast head, and he filled them with 
d^bers^ who, from that superior station, commanded the 
ratnpurts of the city. After this easy, though successful 
ijampaign, the’ conqueror entered Syn^icuse in 

#0^ Ah.SA*. sod observe a suspi<|ous word, de ,i!la pers%^ &c.) yrl^ tlio 
elaborate Commeotary of Built (torn.* x. p. 177^163>.)J " / 

tbc <»ttqaest of Sidly. compare the hii^Avf FosoifS^ 
wltib TO corfipaftiti of Tbfila (Sothtc. 1. 1 . c. 5- I. i|k it. #.1. Tlie 
^thk queen had lately retlieved that tbauides^ ii land (Va^ iic«3||ii^ li(»b 



to «ii« i<y g)<Moiii!| telroGliiiiMt^ 

iHittliilllii^ He pftipKl the irmi«f 9^l|(>ii 
^ the piiiece ene^ent feiegs, tmiidhti the ruins of a Gmm^, 
coiMjrr Hhich oner €i;:tefided to ti ciroum^Djce of fw# 
and irttity lei^ties* r hot 4n the eprtng^ abo^t the fesliyid^f 
Ensfer, tl^ proi|pution of hts designs ^as inietropted by ii / 
dangerous revolt of the African forces. Carthage, was saved^ 
by the presence Belisarius, who suddenly landed with a^ 
thotnatid guards. Two thousand soldiers of doubtful faith 
returned to the standard of their old commander : %nd bd 
iparohed, without hesitation^ above fifty miles^ to seek an 
enemy, whom be affected to pity and despise. Eight |boij^ 
sand rebels trembled at his approach; they were routediit 
the fiist onset, b}’ the dexterity of their master: and dktt 
ignoble vietory would have restored the peace of Africa, if 
the conqueror had not been hastily recalled to Sicily, to 
appease a sedition which was kindled during his absence in 
his own camp t* Disorder and disobedience were the cota-^ 
mon malady of the times: the genius to command, and 
fbeyiriue to obey, resided only in the mind of Belisarius. 

Although Theodatus descended from a race of heroes, 
die was ignorant of the art, and averse to the dangers, of 
war. Although he had studied the writings of Piatt^ 
Tully, philosophy was incapable of purifying bis mind from 
the basest passions, avarice and fear. He had purchased a 
fceptre by ingratitude and murder ; at the first menace of 
an enemy, he degraded his own majesty, and that of a ' 
nation, which already disdained their unworthy sovereign, 
ihstonisbed by the recent example of Gelimer, he saw him* 
self dragged in chains through the streets of Constantinople: 
tlte terrors which Belisarius inspired, were iieightened by 
the eloquence of Peter, Byzantine ambassador; a|d 

' 4 ' - , , 

; • '4ljc andeat mas;nitude and splendour of the fire quarters of Syra- 
cuse, ire delineated by Cicerg Cm Vencm, actio ii. 1. iv. e 6 $, 6S.^, 
Strabo (1. vi. p. 415.), and d'QrnUe Sicula (tom. ii. p. 174— SOS.). The 
Hew city, Tcstorcd by Augustus, shrunk towards the island, 
t Procopius (Vatidah 1. ii. c. 14, 15.) so clearly relates the retam of 
(p. Ufiu eclit. Hoeschelii}, that 1 am as I6;d||hld at 
Itif die |ll||P{irel^ andyi|i^oaclieiof a le^ioed critie (Oeuvres 

tom. viii. p.^ i' 82 , !€$•). 



HI FAIl 

pemmi 

ll i^4|%4Jtijpi^^ of RomiH 

lbf,,naine; jihould Ijc Alwiij^-fMPcIi 

flpkipfll |»yfore ihoi ^ ihf Gotbie liiiig | ai|d ibft as oftta “ 
ft%tue of ^Tlieod^it^ orectod in brass ori.marbloi 
divjne iiaaga ^ pf JustiniiMi fboyld ^|pe plaoed on^l^ 
^igliit baod. Instead of ^pafanritig, the biog of Italy > Slab 
re|^uced |o solid t| the honours of the and the cofi« 

sen^ of lj[i€ emperor was made indispensbblo before he oouM 
against a priest o|: .senator^ the ftentenoe either of 
dfath, jOr qonfisc^tipn* The feeble motiarph resigned, the 
ppisession pf Sidly; oirei:ed 5 as the annual mark of; hit 
^ prown of gold,; of the weight of three bun-^ 
f^pd poudds; and promised to supply, at rite requisition of 
hts sovereign, three thousand Gothic auxiliaries fpr the ser- 
vipe of the empire. Satisfied with these extraordinary con* 
cessionaf the successful agent of Justinian hastened bis 
journey to Constantinople; but no sooner had he reached 
the Alban villa*', than he was recalled by ^the anxiety of 
Theodatus ; and the dialogue which passed between the king 
apd the pn^^^^sador deserves to be represented in its original 
simplicity. Are you of opinion that the emperor wiU 
f ^jr atify lhi| treaty f Perhops, If he refuses, what conse^ 
qttence will ensue? War^ Will such a war be just or 
reasonable? Most assuredly,: every one should act accord^ 
ing to his character. What is your meaning f Ton are a 
philosopher — Justinian is emperor of the Romans : it would 
ill become the disciple of Plato to shed the blood of thousands 
in his private quarrel : the successor of Jugmtus shou^ 
vindicate his rights, and recover by arms the^ ancient pro^ 
vinces of hi^^ empire.** This reasoning might not convince^ 
btit it was sufficient to alarm ^d subdue the weaktiess pf 
Theodatus ; and he soon descended to his last offer, that fpr 
thb poor equivalent of a pension of forty^eight thousafid 
ppjiiiidi-sterling, he would resign the kingdom of ^e Godts 

. * She ^ient Alba was ruined in the first age of Ronje. Q|^ ffie ssme 
it least in the neighbourhood, successiii^elj ard$^, ] . viba 
qflrottg^jr, &c. «. A capap of tjjo Fr^toriao cohorts* JfcThjSii 

dtyW Albfttiufn or {Procop. Gbtb. i^luver. 

Iw. Antiq. tom. ii. p. 914.}. ^ 



atid Ipcbd ^ fiM 1^3^ lit 1^ 

iiiMM^ilt pkasa of fAiilo^fjhy *lbd a^icdlture/^^^^ 
iMIiltei ^’the^ii^dl M S 

ik^^iml of a^ oath liOlt to prOdncc thd sodorii*'^ 

lh« first liad^teca positively rejected. TBe evtot nk|f1SI 
eOfedly foreseen :' Jtistitiiah i^qoiteif itid accepted the talhdti 
OfitiOfi of thfe Oe^ic Ititig. Mk tndeMtigable a^nf returnM 
froai Coasfaniiiiopte to RavennO, with liinple instroctiohtl^i 
and ft fair episiie|^irhich praised* the wisdom tlhd geiiel^osky 
of the* royal ph^osopher^ granted *h is pterisibn, with thd 
assurance of ^ftch honours/ a subject and a catholfc iriigflt 
enjoy ; and wisely referred tliC final execution of the ireatjr, 
to the presence and authority of Belisarias. Baf*t in th^ 
intci'Val of:fiuapense, two Romim gehefltls, who hi^d^enti^f^ 
the province of Dalmatia, were defeated and slain by tftla^ 
Gothic troops. From blind and abject despair, H^feodktUjl 
capriciously rose to groundless and fetal presurtJption ^ ; ahdf 
dared to receive, with menace and contempt, the umbaM^ 
dor of Justinian, who claimed his premia, solicited the 
allegiance of his subjects> and boldly asserted the iiiviolabld 
privilege of his owri character, Thc^march of BelisariuV 
dispelled this visionary pride; and as the first campaign f 
was employed in the reduction of Sicily, the invasion of 
Italy is applied by Procopius to the second year of th#^ 
Gothic w^ar J. 

After BeJisarius had left sufficient garrisons in Palermo 
and Syracuse, be embarked his troops at Mcssina, and 

• A Sibyline or?icle was ready to pronounce-^ Africa capta nmnfhu 
cum nato j>€ribit; a sentence of portentous ambiguity (Gothic. 1. 1, c. 7;), 
wRici] has been published in unknown characters by ] OpsopuSus, an 
editor qf the oracles. The Fere Maltret has, promised a commentary; 
but all his promises have been vain and fruitless. 

t In his chronology, imitated in some degree from Ithuc^dides, Pro. 
copius begins each spring the year of Jpstinian and of the Gothic war; 
^d bis ^&t stra coincides with tire first 9 I April 5{}o,vand not ^d0» acc«}rtl« 
ipg fe the Annals. of Baronius (Pag! Critloni^ u* p* d5d, who is followed' 
by Muralori and the editors of S^oiiiuf).. Yqi in some passages we are 
at a io^ |o rfCqmjUe tfie dates of Pipcppju^.witlr himseif, an^ widi }tb(i 
Chronicle of iMarcellinus. 

X The series of d»e fir|t Gothic war is represented by Procopiiy|i •(Ui 
c. 5— a i— tS(hI* Ju. c, the captivity of‘Vitiges,4^^"^ 

thp aid of Sig(|h|ps (PPp-. tom. r. de Imp. Occident. 1. Kvii; 

^Jjaratori (4a|p I gtomedoiiitie law iMfipoltf 

IRCW. . ' "■ ■ i'. 'M# 
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pbwhint. , A <3!©lbi%fWw«, wb»lM>d piMpiiAibf # 

«(f. 3!t|f04ij^ «p »nn)^*o^uaa(i 

tip|l^.4>jtJt4^jr; wjijhottt .»crttpl«> |jk« 

«ip||t«i fif » Bovmti^, fiiitulcM palUi«f.|ii|<i 

4»n^- Tb*- perfidipm Ebwmor d««p<'t«d ;wilb bis. fo(l<»*Ref» 
to tbe Rop«a cwnp, and wu dismMsed ^jnyaj tbe 
bOBOuia the Byaaotioe court*. FrW ^egiuto, to 
Mlip}e«,f^lbe fleet and army of Beli>ariu», almoat alwpyt in 
vicar of, each odier, advauced near three hundred milea 
along ^ Ma>coast. The people of Bruttiumi laicania, and 
Campania, who abhorred the name wrd t religion of the 
Goths, ^braced the apeptous excuse, tlrat their ruined 
palia were incapable of defence': the soldiers paid a just 
Ofoivaleat for a plentiful market ; and curiosity alone intejw 
niptod the peaceful occupations of the husbandman or arti* 
ioar. Naples, which has swelled to a great and populous 
fppilal, long cherished the language and manners of a 
Grecian colony t ; and the choice of Virgil had ennobled 
tltit elegant retreat, which attracted the lovers of repose and 
jgudy, from the nois^ the smoke, and the laborious opulence 
of Rome j;, A$ soon as the place was invested by sea and 
laniji, Belisarius gave audience to the deputies of the people, 
Ifbo exhortpd him to disregard a conquest unworthy of his 
hrms, to $eek the Gothic king in a field of battle> and, after 
bit victory^ to claim, at the sovereign of Rome, tlie alle* 
glance of th« dependent citiei,^ When I treat with my 
enemies/* replied the Roman chief, with an haughty 
smile, I am more aceiittomed to give than to receive 
** counsel: but I hold in one hand inevitable ruin, and, iii 
the other, peace and freedom, such as Sicily now enjoyi/* 


t JTornaiides* 4e Rebus Geticis c. .6o. p. 7oe. edit. Grot and tom. i. 
ps tei. Mufstort de Success. Hegu. p. 241. 

t Nero (says Tacitus, Annal. xv. 35.) Ncapolim euasi Grscam urb^m 
dclefit Oncaumired and fifty years uRcrwardi, in the time of Scptifitius 
Stems, ^ M^kmm of the Neapoiitam is praised liy Fhflostratua 9 
»ti •nmai'f slif aat vat wultK rm Xoyuv WkkwitkM iis'i 
(Icon. 1. i. 0 . 7d$. edit. Oiear.). 

'I Tbeeiem ol Naples h nrtiied by tbt Roimin poets, faf Virgil, Ho* 
ipib iSShia Italicus, and StaOua (Cluvtr. Ilalv Ant.1 iv. tfi#, rrSO.). 
l|aiilAi%«iit episde ISyfv* t* iik s. p. edits tetlus 

twitii i wi eha JlCealt ef 4mwln| bia wllb from of 

» to iliat calm reueit ' 


er Tiii^ fiH 

31|t May urged hiiu to grant the leost^^b^iil 

%emmf his hotiour seeuied their p^formande ^ but 
ivas liii^ided in two iactiens ; and the Greek demoorai^wai 
inflfWed by their orators, who, with mncb spirit and ^oiiieP 
represented to the multitude, that the Goths would 
jpuuish their defection, and that Belisarius himaelf must 
esteem their loyaky and valour. Their deliberations, how-* 
ever, were not perfectly free: the city was commanded by 
eight hundred Biarbarians^ whose wives and children were 
detained at Ravenna as the pledge of their fidelity; and 
even the Jews, who were rich and numerous, resisted, with 
desperate enthusiasm, the intolerant laws of Justinian, In 
a much later period, the circumference of Naples* men- 
sured only two thousand three hundred and sixty-three 
paces f: the fortifications were defended by precipices or 
the sea; when the aqueducts were intercepted*, a supply of 
water might be drawn from wells and fountains; and the 
stock of provisions was sufficient to consume the patienee of 
the besiegers. At the end of twenty days, that of Belisarius 
was almost exhausted, and he had reconciled himself to lhe 
disgrace of abandoning the siege, that he might marcb» 
before the winter season, against Rome and the Gothic 
king. Bui bis anxiety was relieved by the bold curiosity of 
an [saurian, who explored the dry channel of an aqueduolf 
• and secretly reported, that a passage might be perforated 
to introduce a file of aimed soldiers into the heart of the 
city. When the w^ork had been silently executed, the 
humane general risked the discovery of his secret, by a last 
and fruitless admonition of the impending danger. In the 
darkness of the night, four hundred Homans entered the 
aqueduct, raised themselves by a rope, which they fastened 
to an olive tree, into the house or garden of a solitary 
matron, sounded their trumpets, surprised the centinels, 

♦ This measure was taken by Roger I. after the conquest of Naples 
( A. D. I IS9)», which be made tlie capital ©f his new kingcfoin (G'lanuone, 
Istoria Civiic^*tora. ii. p. I tip,)* city, the third in Christian Europe 

is now at least twelve miles in circurafereuce (Jul. Cssar. Capaccii Hist. 
Neapol. I, i. p. 47«}# and contains more inliabitants (d5O»00Q} in a giveu 
space, than any other snot in the known world. , 

i Not i^eooi^dcah nut common, paces or steps, of 2^ Frendl iuCM 
Mpiures itioeraires, p. 7, the iuakc 

mile. * 
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:i(feid gate ttdmitttttieeto tb^ eonifc^iotii^ wli# 

ibe'wiilla/ mitii hnf^t ope^^fhe galet of «kt 
Etefy Orimt whfdt is punished byioctfd jiistiee^ 
tiled aft the tigliti of war ^ the Huns were distinguiahed by 
abd saeHiege; and Behiarins idone appeared m db* 
streets and churches of Naples/ to tnodemle the calamitiks 
whicii be predicted. The gold aOd sihreti" be repeatedly 
CKcIaimed, ** are the just rewards of your valour. ’But 
** spare the inhabitants^ they are Christians, they are sup > 
^ plhwTts, they are now your fellow-subjects. Restore the 
children to their parents, the wives to their husbands ; 
and shew them by your generosity, of what friends they 
** have obstinately deprived themselves/^ The city was 
lived by the virtuelSand authority of its conqueror*, and 
when tbc Neapolitans returned to their bouses, they found 
tome consolation in the secret enjoyment of their hidden 
treasures. The Barbarian garrison enlisted in the service of 
tile emperor; Apulia and Calabria, delivered from the odious 
presence of the Goths, acknowledged his dominion; and 
thp Itisks of the Calydonian boar, which were still shewn at 
' Ifeneventum, are Curiously described by the histoiiaii of 
Beiisariusf. 

The faithful soldieii and citizens of Naples had expecled 
tbeir deliverance from a prince, who remained the inactive 
Imd almost indifferent spectator of their ruin. Theodatus 
idcured his person within the walls of Rome, while his ca« 
valry advanced forty miles on the Appian way, and encamped 
iti the Pomptine marshes ; which, by a canal of nineteen 
miles in length, had been recently drained and converted 
into excellent pastures;];. But the principal forces of the 


• Bclisarius was reproved by Pope Sylverius for the massacre. He re- 
pmpled Napl cs, and liiiMrted colonies of African captives into Sicily* 
Calabrk^ and Aptilia (Rkt. Miscell. 1. xvi. in MyJlitori, tom. i. p. lOfv 

iDT,*)- 

t Bencventmn Was built by Diomede, the nephew of Meleager (Clnver. 
jowji. p. IIOA^ 1 1^«). The Calydonian hunt is a picture of savage life 
(Cbria, Melajpaorph. L viii.). Thirty or forty heroes were leagued against 
eW^ : the brutes (not the hog) quarrelled with a lady for the head.' 

I The Ifecenmvium is strangely confounded by Cluverius (tom. ii. 
p: ibOf.) with the river Ufens. It was jn truth a canal of umetiftcft miles, 
frpui Forum Appii to l'e|racina, on which Horace embarked in the night. 
IRie I}«eennoV%infblcb h mentioned by Lucan, Dion Casiiuai and Cas- 
amddriu^ liaibee^ restored. au^ubiiteitted fd^llitvUle^ 

Analyse de p; 185, 8cc.), 
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dii)ieK8ed ia D^imatia^ Vetietia, aad^ Gau| ; i|^d 
.l^foiebleiiliiiid of their lung was oonfo^nded b; tbe n^sue^^ 
Mstfiil #veoi of a dmaMioa^ which seemed to |>r#Bage tlm 
of hii eiftftire*. < The most abject slaves bave^ ar* 
ilhigned ihe gaUt^or weakness of an uaformnate nui^iar. 
The^haraoter of Tbeodatus was rigoroasly scmtiai»ed bj a 
fiee andi idle camp^of Barbarimis^ conscious of their privilege 
and power: he was declared unworthy of his race> hi^ 
natioa# and bis throne; and their general Vi tiges^ whose 
walotir had been signalised in the Illyrian war^ was raised 
srith unanimous applause on the bucklers of his companiotts. 
On the first rumour^ the abdicated monarch fied from the 
justice of his country; but he was pursued by private re-- 
venge. A Goth whom he had injured in his love, overtQpk 
Tbeodatus on the Flaminian way, and, regardless of bis 
nnmanly cries, slaughtered him, as he lay prostrate on the 
ground, like a victim (says the historian) at the foot of the 
altar. The choice of the people is the best and purest Utte 
to reign over them : yet such is tlie prejudice of every age, 
that Vitiges impatiently wished to return to Ravenna^ where 
he, might seize, with the reluctant band of the daughtanof 
Amalasontha, some fiiint shadow of hereditary right. ^ A 
national council was immediately held, and the new mo- 
narch reconciled the impatient spirit of the Barbarians, to a 
measure of* disgrace, which the misconduct of bis prede- 
cessor rendered wise and indispensable. The Goths con- 
sented to retreat in the presence of a victorious enemy; to 
delay till the next spring the operations of offensive war ; to 
summon their scattered forces; to relinquish their distant 
possessions, and to trust even Rqmc itself to the faith of its 
inhabitants. Leuderis, an aged warrior, was left in the 
capital with four thousand soldiers; a feeble garrison, which 
might have seconded the zed, though it^ mm incapable of 
opposing the wishes, of the Romans. Rut a mqmoit|iry 
enthusia^ of religion and patriotism was kindled mrlbeir 
minds. * They furiously exclaimed, that the a|i6stplic 

* A Jew gratified his contempt and liatred for all the Cbristians, % lO’ 
dofitfig three binds, each often hogs, and discriminated by the navies of 
Gothi, Greeks, and Homans. Of the first/tl most all were fiiupd dfid-^ 
jdisiit iU the second were aU\re--of the third, half d|edf lost 

their bristles. No unsuitable emblem of the eveul. 
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should no longer be profaned bf the trrumpb 
4? Arianism ; that llie tx^p$ of tJbe Caesars £^N>uld n# Imgfr 
be trampled by ibe savages of the nortb; and, wklimit re^ 
dectiogj that Itdy jnpt sink into a [i^rovinee of Confifan^^ ^ 
tlriople, they foirfly nailed the restofation of a Rosiai 
emperor as a new aera of freedom and prosperity, Tlie de- 
putes of the pope and clergy, of the senate and peopks, 
invited the lieutenant of Justinian to accept tbeir voluntary 
allegiance/ and, enter the city, whose gates would be 
thrown open for his reception. As soon as Belisai'ias bad 
fortified his new conquists, Naples and Cumse, be advanced 
about twenty miles to the banks of the Vulturnus, contemn 
plated the decayed grandeur of Capua, and halted at the 
separation of the Latifi and Appian ways. The work of the 
censor, after the incessant use of nine centuries/ still pre-» 
served its primaeval beauty, and not a flaw could be dis- 
covered in the large polished stones, of which that solid, 
ii^though narrow road, wag so firmly compacted Belisarios, 
luSwever, preferred the Latin way, which, at a distance 
from the sea and the marshes, skirted in a space of one 
hntidred and twenty miles along the foot of the mountains, 
ills enemies had disappeared ; when he made his entrance 
through the Asinarian gate, the garrison departed without 
molestation along the Tlaminiau way; and the city, after 
siicty years servitude, was delivered from the yoke of the 
Bibbarians, Leuderis alone, from a motive of pride or dis- 
content, refused to accompany the fugitives ; and the Gothic 
chief, himself a trophy of the victory, was sent with the 
keys of Rome to the throne of the emperor Justinian f. 

The first days, which^ cpincided with the old Satufttali% 
were devoted to mutual congratulation and the public joy : 
and Ih^ Catholics prepared to celebrate, without a rival, the 
approaching festival of the nativity of Christ, In the fifuni- 

^.Ber^ier des Grands Chemins dcs Homains, torn. i. p. 2SI— 

examines tlie structure and materials, while dTAnville 
(^Apalvsede \% ^)0— 2t3.) defines the geographical 4ioe. * ' 

t Of the first reaovery of Rome, tbeye^r (.536) is certain from the series 
#f #ents, rathefthan from the corrupt, or interpolated, text of Procopius : 
the mont/t (December) is ascertaipea by Eyagrius (J. iv. <?. and tlw" 
dav aha tea^d) miy be admitted cm the evidence of ^Nkefihurim 
Cauiiibua ft, e* 48.) For this accurate chronology, we are iiMbbtod 
lo m at Pogi (tom. ii. p. aa9, 8^ ). ^ 


' ' 'sM'- 

Haf ctonTMSti4>ii of an he^j thfe Romans j^bqtifred spioa 
neCioR: of* tha virtoes *w{iioh BistOi^ ascnbei^ to tBoir ancet* 
tm-s; ^eyivere edified by the apparent reject of I^eljsadus 
for the Successor of St. Peter, and his rigid discipline^ 
s4^Diire#iii the midst* of war the blessings of tranquillity and 
justsicew They applauded the rapid success of bis arms, 
which overran the adjacent odtirttry, as far as Narni, Pe* 
rusia; and Spoleto; but they trembled, the senate, thf 
ctergyi and the unwarlike people, as soon fts they under« 
stoody that he had resolved, and would speedily be reduGed, 
to sustains siege against the powers of the Gothic monarchy. 
The designs of Vitiges Were executed, during the winter 
season, wnh diligence and effect. From their rustic 
tations^ from their distant garrisons, the Goths assembfod 
at iiaveuna for the defence of their country : attd such werfe 
their numbers, that after an army had been detached for the 
relief of Dalmatia, one hundred and fifty thousand fighting 
men marched under the royal standard. According to the 
degrees of rank or merit, the Gothic king distributed arms 
and horses, rich gifts, and liberal promises: he moved along 
the Flarainian way, declined the useless sieges of Perusia 
and Spoleto, respected the impregnable rock of Narni, and 
arrived within two miles of Rome at the foot of the Miiviati 
bridge. The narrow passage was fortified with a tower, and 
Belisarius bad computed the value of the twenty days^ which 
must he lost in the construction of another bridge. BiE 
the consternation of the soldiers of the tower, who either 
fled or deserted, disappointed his hopes, and betrayed his 
person into the most imminent danger. At the head of one 
thousand horsejf the Roman general sillied from tiie Flami- 
nian gate to mark the ground of an advantageous positron, 
and to survey the camp of the Barbarians; but while lie still 
believed them on the other side of the Tyber, he was sud- 
denly encompassed and assaulted by their intlnmei^bfo 
squadrons. . The fate of Italy depended on his life; and the 
deserters pointed to the conspicuous horse, a bay*, with 

• A» hersc of a bay or red ^oiar by Greeks, htim 

bv Barbortaos, and spadix this ^ipians. Honesli spodii^ 
Virgil (Geoi^te. 1, iii. 72. with the of i^$arti« attd lleyne^ 
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ifllite which be mde m tlmt ntemcrahte^dtig^^^ ^ Aiek 
at the b9f hope/’ wes rtie eoivewal ^yv Ebrery^ htMr 
was b^t| every jaydim was directed, s^ainst that cAit* 
jeot, and the ccmnend was repeated and obeyed by tboil- , 
aai|d| who were igneimnt of its teal motive. Tb# bolder 
]Piilirhariaiis advanced to the more honourable combat of 
awprds and spears ; and the praise of an enemy has graced 
,|Lbe fall of Visandus, the standard-bearer*, who maiittamed 
his foremost station, till ha was pierced with thirteen wounds, 
pSM^baps by the band of Qelisarius himself. The Romhn 
general was strong, active, and dexieroas: on every side 
be discharged his weighty and mortal strokes : bis faithfll 
guards imitated his valour, and defended his person ; and 
the Qoths, after the loss of a thousand men, fled before the 
arms of an hero. They were rashly pursued to their camp ; 
and the Romans, oppressed by multitudes, made a gradual, 
and at length a precipitate retreat to the gates of the city : 
the gates were shut against the fugitives; and the public 
.terror was increased, by the report, that Belisarrus was slain. 
.His countenance was indeed disfigured by sweat, dust, and 
blood; bis voice was hoarse, his strength was almost ex- 
hausted ; but his unconquerable spirit still remained ; he 
imparted that spirit to bis desponding companions ; and 
^^eir last desperate charge was felt by the flying Barbarians, 
gf if a new army, vigorous and entire, had been poured 
|rpm the city. The Flaminian gate was thrown open to a 
rsa/ triumph; but it was not before Belisarius had visited 
every post, and provided for the public safety, that he 
could be persuaded by his wife and friends, to taste the 
needful refreshments of food and sleep. In the more kn* 
provedfitate of the art of war/ a general is seldom required 
^ Of even permitted to display the personal prowess of a 
soldier ; and the example of Belisarius may be added to the 
liimK examples of Henry IV. of Pyrrhus, and of Alexander. 

kvttbf or lugnifiet a branch of the palm-treei whose niine, fmiuff 
sj^oooymcmt to iW (Aulus Gellius, ii, 36.}* 

* I interpret not as a pr<mr aan^ but an ita»4«ril- 

hearer, flom (vexillnm), a jua||aric wbr® a^pteo by the Greeks 

(Paid piaciOit. 1. 1. c. i!o. p. 76o. Gtk, Gothim» 

p. lySi (How; Latin, toto. i. p. 5^ 540.}; ' 
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Afier thb fim and uaioccesrfQl lirial of their tttitiei, 
idiolt army of the Goths pasted the Tyber^ and formed thh 
siege of the city^ which continued above a year, till their 
final departure. Whatever fancy may conceive, the sevens 
QOtnpaiiof the geographer defines the circumference of Rome 
within a line of twelve miles and three hundred and forty* 
five paces; and that circumference, except in the Vatican, 
has invariably been the same from the triumph of AureMan 
to the peaceful but obscure reign of the modem popes 
But in the day of her greatness, the space within her Walls 
was crowded with habitations and inhabitants ; and the 
populous suburbs, that stretched along the public roadi, 
were darted like so many rays from one common centre. 
Adversity swept away these extraneous ornaments, and left 
naked and desolate a considerable part even of the seven 
hills* Yet Rome in its present state could send into the 
field above thirty thousand males of a military agef ; and, 
notwithstanding the want of discipline and exercise, the far 
greater part, enured to the hardships of poverty, might be 
capable of bearing arms for the defence of their country 
and religion. The prudence of Belisarius did not neglect 
this important resource. His soldiers were relieved by the 
zeal and diligence of the people, who watched while they 
slept, and laboured while they reposed : he accepted the 
voluntary service of the bravest and most indigent of the 
Roman youth ; and the companies of townsmen sometimes 
represented, in a vacant post, the presence of the troops 
which had been drawn away to more essential duties. But 
his just confidence was placed in the veterans who had fought 
under his banner in the Persian and African wars; and 
although that gallant band was reduced to five thousand meii| 
he undertook, with such contemptible numbers, to defend a 

• M. d’Anville has given, in the Memoirs of the Academy for the year 
1756 (tom. XXX. p. 198*— 236.), a plan of Rome on a smaller scale, but faa 
more accurate than that which he had delineated in 1738 for Rollin’s his- 
tory. Experience had improved his knowledge ; an^ instead of jRosi|*s 
topography, he used the new and excellent map of NolH. Pfiny*i m 
measure of xiii must be reduced to viii miles. It is easier to alter t Iex4 
tlan to remove hilfs or buildinn. ( 

f lh the year 179 ^ Labat (Voyages en Italic, lomtiii. 
hOed Christian miiK b^des S or lOiOOO Jews^wifiliut lOwlW 

In the year 1763» the nulnbers exceeded lG0,000. 
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of tw^elve iniles, agaiEftt ail Eimj of one bandfed and 
thousani] Barbarians^ la the walls of Rome, whieii 
{klisarias coastroeted or restored, the materials of ancient 
architectare maj be discerned ♦ ; and the whole fortification 
was comiileted, except in a chasm still extant hetuifen the 
Pincian and Flam inian gates, which the prejudices of the 
Ooihs and Romans left under the effectual guard of Su 
Peter the apostle f. The battlements or bastions were shaped 
in sharp angles ; a ditch, broad and deep, protected tbe 
foot of the rampart ; and the archers on the rampart were 
assisted by military engines ; tbe balista, a powerful cross** 
bow, which darted short but massy arrows; the onagri, 
wild asses, which, on tbe principle of a sling, threw stones 
and bullets of an enormous size|. A chain was drawn 
across the Tyber ; the arches of the aqueducts were made 
impervious, and the mole or sepulchre of Hadrian § was 
converted, for the first time, to the uses of a citadel. That 
venerable structure, which contained the ashes of the An- 
tonines, was a circular turret rising from a quadrangular 
basis: it was covered with the white marble of Paros, and 
decorated by the statues of gods and heroes ; and the lover 
of the arts must read with a sigh, that the works of Praxi** 
teles or Lysippus were torn from their lofty pedestals, and 
hurled into the ditch on the heads of the besiegers j|. To 
each of his lieutenants, Belisarius assigned the defence of 


* The accurate eye of Nardini (Roma Antica, I. i. c. viii. p, SI.) couid 
disfinf^uish the tumultuarje opera di Behsario. 

t/rhe iisRure and leaning in the upper part of the wall, which Proco- 
pius observed (Goth, I. i. c. 13.), is visible to the present hour (Donat. 
Hmna Vetus, 1. i. c. 17. p. -03, 54.). 

« vt Lipsius (Opp. tom. iii, Poliorcct. I. iii, was ignorant of this clear 
at^o conapicuous jiassage of Piocopius (Goth. 1. i* c. SI.). The engine was 
Watned wypo;, the wild ass, a calcitrando (Ilcii. Steph. Thesaur. Lin^ui^ 
Grsee. tom. ii. p. 13-K), 1341. tom. iii. p. 8770* I seen an ingeniouis 
model, contrived and executed by general Melville, which imitates or 
sunken the art ofanti<piity. 

f The tiescription of the mausoleum, or mole, in Proco)Mus (1. i. c. 25.), 
li the first and best. 'I’lie height above the walls e; ffoXnp* 

On' Noili'a great plan, the aides measure English feet. 

"H Praxiteles excelled in Fauns, and that of Athens was his own master* 
jpi(<ce. Rome now contains above thirty of tbe same cliaractor. When 
the ditch of St. Angelo was cleansed under Uiban VHl. the working 
found the sleeping Faun of the Bai berini ^alacd: but a leg, a ihifhi 
Hie right arm; bad been broken from that heaiitiftil Sllattle; (\f 
Hiit. delAtt, 5^ tom. iii. p. 2^3.)* ^ 
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A gate, with the ^ wise and peren>ptdry instttic^n, 
whatever might be the alarm, they should steadily adli^ri§ 
their respective posts, and trust their general for the 
of Rome. The formidable hbst of the Goths was insiif!i<!;i^hl 
t%einbpice the ample measure of the eity : of the fourte^ 
gates, seven only were invested from the Praenestiiie to ikifi 
Flaminian way ; and Vitiges divided his troops kith siif 
camps, each of which was fortified with a ditch and ratn^ 
part. On the Tuscan side of the river, a seventh encatop-^ 
Hienl was formed in the field or circus of the Vatican^ for' 
tlie important purpose of comtnanding the Milvian bridge 
and the course of the Tyber; but they approached witK 
devotion the adjacent church of St. Peter; and the' threshold 
of the holy apostles was respected during the siege by d 
Christian enemy. In the ages of victory, as often as the 
senate decreed some distant conquest, the consul denounced 
hostilities, by unbarring, in solemn pomp, the gates of the 
temple of Jafius*. Domestic war now rendered the admo- 
nition superfluous, and the ceremony was superseded by the 
establishment of a new religion. But the brazen temple of 
Janus was left standing in the forum ; of a size sufficient 
ofily to contain the statue of the god, five cubits in height, 
of a human furni, but with two faces, directed to the east 
and west. The double gates re likewise of brass; and a 
iiuitless effort to turn them on their rusty hinges, revealed 
the scandalous secret, that some Romans were still attached 
to the superstition of their ancestors. 

Eighteen days were employed by the besiegers, to provide 
all the instruments of attack which antiquity hud invented. 
Fascines were prepared to fill the ditches, scaling-ladders to 
ascend the walls. The largest trees of the forest supplied 
the timbers of four battering-rams; their heads were armed, 
with iron ; they were suspended by ropes, and each of them 
was worked by the labour of fifty men. The lofty woodea 
turrets moved on wheels or rollers, and formed a spacious 
platform of the level of the rampart. On the morning of 

• Procopius has given the best description of the temple of Janus, a 
national deity of tatium (lleynei Excurs. v. ad 1. vii, ^neid.). It was 
oncea gatfe in the primitive city of Bomulus and Numa (NardinU p* 

256. 3^0.). Virgji! liat described the ancient rite, like a poet aud aoanik^ 
Quarian. ’ . ^ - 

VoL. V. 2 Y 
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tllf QincM^lb dajj a general attack was made from the 
,.%a6ncstitieugate to the Vatican ; seven Gothic columns, 
with their military engines, advanced to the assault; and 
the Romans who lined the ramparts, listened with doubt and 
anxiety to the cheerful assurances of their commander, 
sofn as the enemy approached the ditch, Belisarius himself 
drew the first arrow ; and such was his strength and dexte* 
ritty, that he transfixed the foremost of the Barbarian leaders. 
A shout of applause and victory was re-echoed along the 
wall. He drew a second arrow, and the stroke was followed 
V(Mh the same success and the same acclamation. The Ro- 
Pfin general then gave the word, that the archers should 
asm at the teams of oxen ; they were instantly covered with 
mortal wounds; the towers which they drew, remained use- 
less and immoveable, and a single moment disconcerted the 
laborious projects of the king of the Goths. After this dis- 
appointment, Vitiges still continued, or feigned to continue, 
the assault of the Salarian gate, that he might divert the 
attention of bis adversary, while his principal forces more 
strenuously attacked tlie Prtenestine gate and the sepulchre 
of Hadrian, at the distance of three miles from each other^ 
Near the former, the double walls of the Vivarium* wejl 
low or broken ; the fortiheations of the latter were feebly 
guarded; the vigour of the Goths was excited by the hope 
of victory and spoil ; and if a single post had given way, 
the Romans, and Rome itself, were irrecoverably lost. This 
perilous day was the most glorious in the life of Belisarius. 
Amidst tumult and dismay, the whole plan of the attack 
and defence was distinctly present to his mind ; he observed 
the changes of each instant, weighed every possible advan- 
Uge, transported tiis person to the scenes of danger, and 
communicated his spirit in calm and decisive orders. The 
contest was fiercely maintained from the morning to the 
evening; the Goths were repulsed on all sides, and each 
Roman might boast, that he had vanquished thirty Barba^ 
riaas, if the strange disproporiton of numbers were not 
counterbalanced by the merit of one man. Thirty thousand 

• vras an analc in t!j« new wall inclosdt ibr wild beasts (Pro- 

txtiin. I, i, c. ftS.). The spot ii Still viaibk ill Nar^i (L it. c. 8. 
p. 160. ; and NoUi's great plan of ftome. 
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Gothi, according to the confessbii of tMr diril 
perished rn this bloody action ; and the mnltitudf^ of tte 
wounded was equal to that of the slain. When they ad- 
vanced to the assault) their close disorder suffered not a 
jwvelin to fall without effect; and as they retired, the popu- 
lace of the city joined the pursuit^ and slaughtered) t^lth 
impunity, the backs of their flying enemies. Belisarius in* 
stantly sallied from the gates; and white the soldier's chaunled 
his name and victory, the hostile engined of war were re- 
duced to ashes. Such was the loss and consternation of the 
Goths, that from this day, the siege of Rome degenerated 
into a tedious and indolent blockade ; and they were inces- 
santly harrassed by the Roman general, who, in frequent 
skirmishes, destroyed above five thousand of their bravest 
troops. Their cavalry was unpractised in the use of the bow; 
their archers served on foot; and this divided force was inr- 
capable of contending with their adversaries, whose lancCs 
and a^owfi, at a distance, or at hand, were alike formidable. 
The t^nsummaie skill of Belisarius embraced the favourable 
oppoituniiies : and as he chose the groifhd and the moment, 
as he pressed the charge or sounded the retreat*, the squa- 
drons which he detached were seldom unsuccessful. These 
partial advantages diffused an impatient ardour among the 
soldiers and people, who began lo feel the hardships of a 
siege, and to disregard the dangers of a general engage- 
ment. Each plebeian conceived himself to be an hero, and 
the infantry, who, since the decay of dicipline, were re- 
jected from the line of battle, aspired to the ancient honours 
of the Roman legion. Belisarius praised the spirit of bis 
troops, condemned tfieir presumption, yielded to their cla- 
mours, and prepared the remedies of a defeat, the possibi- 
lity of which he alone had courage to suspect. In the 
quarter of the Vatican, the Romans prevailed; and if the 
irreparable moments had not been wasted in the pillage of 
the camp, they might have occupied the Milvian bridge, 
and charged in the rear of the Gothic host. On the other 

• For the Roman trumpet and its various notes, consult hiptiu^ do 
Alditii Romani (0pp. tarn. iii. 1. iv. Dialog: x. p. 125—199.). A mode 
of dialiugnisbitig th^ c^arg£ by the borse-trumpet of solid brass, and (be 
retreat by tbe foot' trumpet of leather and light wood, was recoiamelubKl 
by Prociiptus, and adop^ by Belisanus (Gotb, 1. U. c. 9S.). 
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liiff 'bf theTj4»er/ Beliitaiius iadyiiiiced frotn the Pincian aniii 
Sitariati hi« ariiiy, four thoustind soWrer# per-i 

hbpS; was bM in a spacious plain ; they were encompassed 
and oppressed bjr fresh moltittides, who continually relieved 
the broken ranks of the Barbarians. 1’iie valiant leaders af 
the Infhiury were unskilled to conquer; they died: the re-t 
tteut(nn hasty retreat) was covered by the prudence of the 
ll^iteral, and the victors started back with affright from the 
flflfrntidablc aspect of an armed rampart* The reputation 
of Bel i sari us was unsullied by a defeat; and the vain confi- 
of the Goths was not less serviceable to his designs, 
thtftti the repentance and modesty of the Roman troops. 

■ From the moment tj;>at Belisarius had determined to sus- 
tftin a siege, his assiduous care provided Rome against the 
danger of famine, more dreadful than the Gothic arms. 
An extraordinary supply of com was imported from Sicily : 
the harvests of Campania^and Tuscany were forcibly swept 
for the use of the city : and the rigjus of private property 
were infringed by the strong plea of tlie public safety. It 
irtight easily be forcleen that the enemy would intercept the 
aqueducts; and the cessation of the water-mills was the first 
inconvenience, which was speedily removed by mooring 
large vessels, and fixing mill -stones in the current of the 
river. The stream was soon embarrassed by the trucks of 
trees, and polluted with dead bodies; yet so eft'ectiml were 
the precautions of the Roman general, that the waters of 
the Tyber still continued to give motion to the mills and 
drink to the inhabitants; the more distant quarters were 
supplied from domestic wells ; and a besieged city might 
support, without impatience, the privation of her public 
bdths. A large portion of Rome, from the Prmnestine gate 
to the church of St. Paul, was never invested by the Goths; 
their excursions were restrained by the activity of the 
Moorish troops: the navigation of the Tyber, and the Latin, 
Appian, and Ostian ways, were left free and unmolested for 
the introduction of com and cattle, or the retreat of the 
inhabitants, who sought a refuge in Campania or Sicily. 
Anxious to relieve iiimself from a useless and devouring mul- 
titpde, Belisarius issued his peremptory orders for the instant 
departure of the wopen, the children, and slaves; r^quireef 
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his soliilers ta dismiss their male at)d female atteiidaat^ 
regulated their allowaoce, that one moiety should gii^ei^ 
in provisions, and the other in money. His foresight wm 
justified by the increase of the public distress, as soon aa 
tke Goths had occupied two important posts in the neigh^ 
bourhood of Rome. By the loss of the port, pr, as it ia 
now called, the city of Porto, he was deprived of the coun- 
try on the right of the Tyber, and the best communicatioii 
with the sea; and he reflected with grief and anger,, tha^ 
three hundred men, could he have spared such a feeble 
band, might have defended its impregnable works. Seven 
miles from the capital, between the Appian and the Latin 
ways, two principal aqueducts crossing, and again crossing 
each other, inclosed within their solid and lofty arches a 
fortified spaced, where Vitiges established a camp of seven 
thousand Goths to intercept the convoys of Sicily and Cam- 
pania. The granaries of Rome were insensibly exhausted, 
the adjacent country had been wasted with fire and sword; 
such scanty supplies as might yet be obtained by hasty ex- 
cursions, were the reward of valour, and the purchiuse of 
wealth : the forage of the horses, and the bread of the sol- 
diers, never failed ; but in the last months of the siege, the 
people was exposed to the miseries of scarcity, unwholesome 
food f , and contagious disorders, Belisarius saw and pitied 
their sufterings; but he had foreseen, and he watched the 
decay of their loyalty, and the progress of their discontent. 
Adversity had awakened the Romans from the dreams oC 
grandeur and freedom, and taught them the humiliating, 
lesson, that jt was of small moment to their real bappiness,^ 
whether the name of their master was derived from the 
Gothic or the Latin language. The lieutenant of Justinian 

• Procopius (Goth. 1. ii. c. 3.) has forgot to name these aqueducts; nor 
can such a double intersection, at such a distance from Rome, be clearly 
ascertained from the writings of Frontinus Fabretti and Eschinard, de 
Aquis and de Agro Romano, or from the local maps of Lameti and Cin- 
golani. Seven or eight miles from the city (50 stadia), on the road to 
Albano, between the Latin and Appian ways, I discern the remaititof iia» 
aqueduct (probably tlie Septiniiaii}, a series (630 paces) of arches twenty- 
five feet high Etrayuv), 

t They made sausages, aXXaraf, of mule’s flesh; unwholesome# if the‘ 
animals had died of the plague. Otherwise the famous ^logna saiitagef 
aie said to be made of ass flesh (Voyages de Labat, tom* iu p. 218 *). 
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fiifttiied t(i th^ir juit dompkinti^ but he rejected irith disdatii 
the idea 6f flight or eapimlatiOfi ; repreeted their ckmorooe 
impatience for battle; amused tbem With the prospect of 
Sure and speedy relief; and sectired himself and the city 
from the effects of their despair or treachery. Twice m 
^ach month he changed the station of the officers to whom 
tlie custody of the gates was committed: the various pre- 
eautions^ of patroles^ watch-words^ lights, and music, were 
repeatedly employed to discover whatever passed on the 
ramparts; out-guards were posted beyond the ditch, and 
the trusty vigilance of dogs supplied the more doubtful fide- 
lity of mankind. A letter was intercepted, which assured 
the king of the Goths, that the Asinarian gate, adjoining to 
the Lateran church, should be secretly opened to his troops. 
On the proof or suspicion of treason, several senators were 
banished, and the pope Sylverius was summoned to attend 
the representative of his sovereign, at his head-quarters in 
the Pincian palace^. The ecclesiastics who followed their 
bishop, were detained in the first or second apartment t» 
and he alone was admitted to the presence of Belisarius. 
Hie conqueror of Rome and Carthage was modestly seated 
at the feet of Antonina, who reclined on a stately couch : 
the general was silent, but the voice of reproach and me- 
nace issued from the mouth of his imperious wife. Accused 
by credible witnesses, and the evidence of his own subscrip- 
tion, the successor of St. Peter was despoiled of his pou- 
tificai ornaments, clad in the mean habit of a monk, and 
embarked, without delay, for a distant e^ile in the East. At 
the emperor's command, the clergy of Rome proceeded to 
the choice of a new bishop ; and after a solemn invocation 
of the Holy Ghost, elected the deacon Vigilitis, who had 
purchased the papal throne by a bribe of two hundred 
pounds of gold. The profit, and consequently the guilt, of 

. ^ Ibeiuimeof the palace, the bill, and tlie adjoining gate, were all 
derived froui (be senafor Fincius. Some recent vestiges of temples and 
eburtbes are now smoothed in (be garden of the Minims of the I'rioita 
del Monte (Nardtni, 1. iv. c. 7. p. 106. Esebinardt p. U09, U10. the old 
plan of Buflalino, and the great plan of NoHi). i^ftsarius bad fixed bis 
•latirin between the /’terien and ^larmn gates (Procop. Goth. 1. i. c. IS.}. 

t From (be mention of the primum et secundum velum, it should seem 
tint Belisarius, even In a lim, represeEted the emperor, and maintaiaed 
the ptoud ceremonial of the Byaantrne piiacc. 
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this simony, was iiEpiiM Belisariiis: but the hero okayed 
iho orders of his wife; Aatooma served the passioos tfao 
emprass; and Theodora lavished her treasures, in the vai^ 
hope of obtaining a pomiff hostile or indifferent to the 
council of Chalcedon 

The eptsde of Belisarius to the emperor announced bis 
victory, his danger, and his resolution. According to 
your commands, we have entered the dominions of the 
Goths, and reduced to your obedience, Sicily, Campaniai 
and the city of Rome : but the loss of these conquests* 
will, be more disgraceful than their acquisition was glori* 
'Vous* Hitherto we have successfully fought against the 
raultititude of the Barbarians, but their multitudes may 
finally prevail. Victory is the gift of Providence, but the 
reputation of kings and generals depends on the succsesi 
** or the failure of their designs. Pernait me to speak with 
freedom : if you wish that we should live, send us subsist* 
ence; if you desire that we should conquer, send us arms, 
horses, and men. The Romans have received us as 
friends and. deliverers; but in our present distress, the^ 
will be either betrayed by their confidence, or we shall hfi 
oppressed by their treachery and hatred. For myself, my 
life is consecrated to your service; it is yours to reflect, 
whether my death in this situation will contribute to thw 
glory and prosperity of your reign,” Perhaps that reign 
would have been equally prosperous, if the peaceful master 
of the East had abstained from the conquest of Africa and 
Italy : but as Justinian was ambitious of fame, he made 
some efforts, they were feeble and languid, to support and 
rescue his victorious general. A reinforcement of sixteen 
hundred Sclavonians and Huns was led by Martin and 
Valerian; and as they had reposed during the winter season 
in the harbours of Greece, the strength of the men and 
horses was not impaired by the fatigues of a sea-voyage ; and 
they distinguished their valour in the first sally against the 
besiegers. ‘ About the time of the summer solstice, Euar" 

• Of this act of sacrilege, Procopjos (Goth. I. i. c. es.) is a dry and 
reluctant witness. The narrative* of Liberatus (Breviariunwjc. »8.) and 
Anastasius (dc Vit Pont, p 39 ) are characteristic, but passionate., Hear 
the execrations of Cardinal Baronius (A. D. 530, No. .1^3* AftOi hSS, 
No. 4--S0.) : portentum, faciuus gmui exeCratioiie diglium. 
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landed it TnrriiQiM fdth Uife enim 
ihe paymnt ef tbf troeps^ he caniioitaly pr^fticeeded aion^ 
the this convoy entei^ed through 4li# 

gale Cape»a*9 while BelieiM’ius, oit the^ sidey diverted 
the aUeniion of the Gotb» by a vigorous and sueeessf]^ 
shirmtsh* The seasonable aids^ the use and reputation^ of 
tlilich^fveiw dejcterously matiaged by the Roman genera^ 
revived the covragey or at least the hopesy of the soldiers lOid 
pec^de* The historian Procopius was dispatched with an 
itnportani commission, to collect the troops and provisions 
which Campania could furnish, or Constantinople bad sent ^ 
mid ibOeecretary of Belisarius was soon followed by Antonina 
herself f, who boldly traversed the posts of the enemy, and 
rutumed wlth the Oriental succours to the relief of her bus- 
hand and tlie besieged city. A fleet* of three thousand 
I^rians cast anchor in the bay of Naples, and afterwards 
at Ostia* Above two thousand horse, of whom a part weic 
Thracians, landed at Tarentum ; and, after the junction of 
i^ve hundred soldiers of Campania, and a train of waggons 
Ifiden with wine and flour, they directed their march on the 
Appian way, from Capaa to the neighbourhood of Rome. 
The forces that arrived by land and sea, were united at the 
mouth of the Tyber, Antonina convened a council of war: 
it was resolved to surmount, with sails and oars, the adverse 
stream of the river ; and the Goths were apprehensive of 
disturbing, by any rush hostilities, the negociation to which 
Belisarius had craftily listened. Th^ credulously believed, 
that they saw np more than the vanguard of a fleet and 
army, which already covered the Ionian sea and the plains 
of Campania; and the allusion was supported by the 
liaughty language of the Roman general, when he gave 
audience to the ambassadors of Vitige4. After av specious 
diicpurie 10 vindicate the justice of bis cause, they declared 
tha^ for the sake of peace, they were disposed to renounce 

• The old Capena was removed by Aurelian to, or near,* the moderrii 
l^ne of St. Sebastian (see Nolirs plan). That meinorabic spot has been 
cm^raled by the Egerian erove, the memeny of Nuraa, triumjiial 

thea^ulebmof theScipios, Metelli, &c. 

T The exf^fession of Procopius luis an invidious cast — rvx%v $% t« 

(Goth. 1. u. c. 4.). Yet he 
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<rf Sieily. THe iiii^^r irudt liito geps- 

toiis/^ lre{»li$d his lieotmant with a diidaiiiM sttllle,' 

** retnin for a gtftwbfob yoa no ioagar possess i 
aeots yo» with an aattent proirifice Of the empirO; III 
^^resigns to the Goths the sorerOignty of the British islaOd.^ 
Beiisarius rejected with equal firmness and cont^mpt^ thO 
offer of a tribute ^ but he sdlowed the Gothi^ |i|^basSa» 
dors to seek their fate from the mouth of Justiniifi hikiself; 
and consented, with seeming reluctance, to a truce of flfreO 
months, from the winter solstke to the equinox of spring. 
Prudence might not safely trust either the oaths or hostages 
of the Barbariahs, but the congDious superiority of Ro^ 
man chief was expressed in the distribution of his troopsl 
As soon as fear or hunger compelled the Goths ft #racua^ 
Alba, Porto, and Centumcelise, their places was lOitahi^ 
supplied ; the garrisons of Narni, Spoleto, and Peruil^ 
were reinforced, and the seven camps of the besiegers UTei^ 
gradually encompassed with the calamities of a siege. Thd 
prayers and pilgrimage of Datius, bishop of Milan, were • 
hot without effect ; and he obtained one thousand Thracians 
and Isaurians, to assist the revolt of Liguria agtunst he#^ 
Arian tyrant. At the same time, John the Sanguinary^, 
the nephew of Vitalian, was detached with two thonsand 
hbosen horse, first to Alba on the fucine lake, and after-^ 
wards to the frontiers of Picenum on the Hadriatic sea. 
III that province,’^ said Belisarius* the Goths have de** 
posited their familili and treasures, without a guard or 
the suspicion of danger. Doubtless they will violate the 
truce: let them feel yotfr presence, before they hear of 
your motions. Spare the Italians ; suflbr not any fortifieef 
places to remain hostile in your rear and faithfully 
** reserve the spoil ftr an equal and common partition. It 
** would not be reasonable,'^ he added with a laiigfa, that 
whilst we are toiling to the destruction of the drones^ 
our more fortunate brethren should rifle and enjoy the 
honey.” . ' 4 

The whole nation of the Ostrogoths had b^U assetnblt^ 
for the attack, and was almost ei^iteiy Odhsudtted in 

. • Auastasius (p. 40.) ba» preserved tliiji of SmgmnuriHh iMA 
aiigbt do-hoiiour lo a l^ ger. ^ ^ ^ 
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Qn<«-jibif4 of iJ^r owf^P* best w« d*- 
bloodj .cow>]t»t8 i?ii4er the wajls «)|f 
,4!IV;<h^ q«|iaUUeA.of ^ 

wipif^ the deq»y ;?f 

l^d j^fMt^tioiif the .^viU of faj^e uid 
aggravated fey theit.sjvn.Uceatiousness^ and 
ut^lrbimy diapQsitioD of the countty. Whila ViUges 
fl|ag gl ed with bU fortune ; while he he^itoted het^eao. shame 
and rmo; his retreat was hastened by doma^l^io alarms. 

h^g of the Qotbs was informed, by trembling mes- 
<{(|g4|p'|bat Jpbn t^e Saneuinary sjt^d dhe devastations 
af war {ipa the dpponiho to the Jl^rlatic; that the rich 
Ipilftlliallltonmerable captives of Picenum were lodged in the 
j^l|;d%itioni of Rimini ; and that this formidable chief had 
4||ffeated hii| uncle^ insulted hiseapitaUand seduced, by secret 
eoraaspondeaee, the hdelitypf biswife, the imperious daugh- 
ter of Amdlasontha. Yet, beforghe reared, Yitiges made a 
last effort, either to storm pr to snippse, the city. A secret 
passa^ was dUcovered^|i;^Qne.pf .the aqeducts; two citizens 
^ the Vatican were tempted by bribes to intoxicate the 
gvards of the Aurelian gate; an gltach ^s meditated on 
the walls beyond the Tyher in a plgce, whigb was not for- 
tified, with towers; and the Barbarians, advanced, with 
torches and scaling, ladders, to tfie tnsaplt of the Piacian 
gate. .Rujt , every attempt was defeated by the intrepid 
vigiltmce of Belisarins andhis band 4f veterans, who, in the 
inost periloii%^iiients^ ,did not regret the absense of their 
cempaninns ; ai^ the Goths, alike deftitute of hope and 
attbBiiteiifi!vdlra»Q|pady,n their depi^tare, before the 
truoe.shput^ ejlfutg,; and the Roman cavalry should again be 
united. Jipn^and ginc days pfter Ihfe i^mmepcement of 


th«si^» aj|,mn|y, SO: lately Rropipnho triumphant, burnt 
their tenh^ and ,|asppltuonsl^ tepasaed tfie jlilviaa bridge. 
Xfipy, Tepptafd fo* litfciiwp»ody.i dieir throngirtg mul- 
|^h^es,!'ppprfai^ia a narrow ^passage,,, were diiven head- 
ijl^pto by.their §yd:;^Jf8*ahd the pursuit'of 

^qB^, 'l|»d tha..^“«^fmeifl, -aailyiDg from the 
Riocum geto, inflicted a. five^ and diff^rgeefut wdund on 
RieR ietiest* The^m length of a sickly and dai^Qtling 



host was h^ilj dragged along tbiii f&miMan 
wlienoe the Bat%anaf» were somettmes coiii||^l!ed td diiviitej^ 
lest they should encounter the hostile gariisoas that 
the high road to Rifnini and Ravenna. Yet so po#e^ 
was this flying army; that Vitiges spared ten thousand nlili ^ 
for the defence of the cities' which he was nidst aolicitt^ 
to preserve, ahd detached his nephew Undhs, 
quate force, for the chastisement of reBtdUouf IliMii. At 
the head of his principal army, he besieged Rimini^ dtdy 
thirty^ihree ihiles distant from the Gothic capital. A feeble 
ran^art, end a shallow ditch, were maintained by 
and valour of Sanguinary, who sfaUred theliillger 

and fatigue df the Iheanest soldier, and emulated, 00 a 
theatre less illustrious, the military Tinoes "gifee 

chtnmander. The towers and battering engines of the B 01 & 
barians were rendered useleSlV Itheir attacks were repulseUt 
and the tediOus blockade, which reduced tbO garrisell to 
the last extremity of hunger; afl[prded time for the union 
and march of the Roman forces. A fleet which had sur- 
prised Ancona, tailed along the coast of the Hadriatic, to 
the relief of the besiegfed city. The eunUch NarSes landed 
in Picenum with two ' thousand Heruli and five thousand 
of the bravest ttdopi of the East. The rock of the Ap- 
penine was forced; ten thousand veterans moved round the 
foot of the mountains, under the command of Belisarius 
himself; and a new' army, whose encampment blazed with^ 
innumerable lights, upp^.artd to advance along the FlaUrinUm 
way. Overwhelmed with astonlshmeut atid despair, the 
Goths abandoned th^ siegh of Rimini, their tents, their 
standards, and their leaders;’^ and Yidges, who gave or 
followed the example of flight, hevef halted till he found 
a shelter within the Walls hnd morasses tif RUVIfnna. 

To these 'walls, aUd" to some^lbrtressei des|itute of any 
mutual support^ the Gothic monarchy Was how reduced. 
The provinces of Italy had embraced' the patty qf #he 
emperor; and his army,^ gradually recruited to the iifd|%l| 
of twenty thousand tned, nmst have atchieved an easy WW 
rapid conquest, if &etr layiucible powi^rs^ had not bc^ 
weakened by the discord of «tbe Roman chiefs. Before the 
end of the siege, an act of blood, amhtgdous and indiscreet, 

SZ2 
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^^jepag. to Rome, wMjmieljr stopped b]P 
Cflf^ptioe,, ,t^iB ii|Uitary goyernor of Speleto. and de» 
jn li cbpisisb, two dp^l^s riphly blpid with 
A^ soon as.tbe public danger 

•pb»Mled_, IPraddips ppenplained of the Ipss .and iojpry; his. 

1^8 heard, but dtp order of restitution was dis-i 
i% (Pi4^ avarice of the offender. Exatpe*, 
ra^d by flie 4^ay, Fresidiua boldly arrested tb® general’^ 
ay be passed through tbp fierura; and, with the 
8|Kit a pidzen, demanded the common benefit of the 
l^oa^l^WS* The honour oif Belisariits was engaged ; he 
s^m^oned .a council ; claimed the obedience of bis suborr . 

and was provoked, by an insolent re]dy, tO; 
dhll^jbastily for . the presence of hU guards. Constantine 
vi^ng thelf entrance as the signal of death, drew J^is 
sword, njidrashed on the general, who nimbly eluded the 
stroke, a^ was protect^ by his friends; while the des-^ 
peram assassin was disapmlp, draggjerf into a neighbouring 
cUfmber, and exMut^d, raUter murdered, by the guards, 
a^the arbitrary command of Bdisarids*^ In this hasty act 
of violence, the guilt of Constantine was no longer remem- 
bered; tfie despair and death of that valliant officer were 
secretly imputed to the revenge of Atitoniaa ; and each of 
his colleagues, conscious of the same rapine, was appre- 
fapnsive of the same fate. The fear of a common enemy 
su^nded the effects of their envy and discontent; but in 
the confidence^^ ^proaching victory, they instigated a 
powerful rival to oppose the conqueror of Rome and Africa. 
Frqm,the domestip |»ervice of the palace, and the admini- 
stration of the private r.pvenuq, }larses the eunuch, was 
suddenly exalted tb the bead of an army ; and the .spirit of 
ap hero, .lybo afterwards equalled the merit and glory of 
BdliMUHOs, jeryed only .to perplex the operations of the 
Gothic war, To his prudent po^sels, the relief of Rimini 


WlSllii tranwlctkm is related i«,tbe pabltc history (Goth. 1. li. c. i) with 
Mi l l t Br orcautMui ; in the Anecdote* (c. 7.) with malevolence or free- 
dupii but MarccUHHH, or ratlier hn cominuator (in Chron.), casts a 
shade of premadhatcfi assaisiaatiou over the death of Constantine. He had 
perfomMil Mod i«nnce.atBon)eandSpoteio (Proiimn. Goth. Li.c. 7. 
14>),> >nt AknpBni coafeuads him with a Coastantianui comes stabafi. 


WHS iisenlied hf tbe tenders of the 4lscoiitm0s# flici^t 
who exhorted Um$e» to assoine an ifide{»oiideQt mA 
comoiaiid. The epistle of Jostimiaa hod indeed 
his obedience to the general ; bnl tbe dangefons exception^, ; 

far as may be advantageous to the public servici^/^^ 
reserved some freedom of judgment to tbe discreet favonnte# * 
who had so lately departed from the sacred atiil &iniUiar ; 
conversation of bis sovereign . In the exercise this doubtful 
rights the eunudi perpetually dissented from tbe opinions of^ 
Belisarios; and^ after yielding with reluctance to the siege of 
Urbino, he deserted his colleague in the night, and marchdt 
away to the cptiqtiest of the Emelian province. The fierc# 
auj| formidable bands of the Heruli were attached to the^ 
peiaon of Narses^ ; ten thousand ftomans and confdiilcrates 
wem persuaded to march under his banners ; every inalecofi"^ 
tent embraced the fair opportunity of revenging his private 
or imaginary wrongs ; and the remaining troops of BeKsarius 
were divided and dispersed from garrisons of 9$cily to 
the shores of the Hadijatic. His skill and perseverance 
overcame every obstacle: Urbino i|as taken, the sieges of 
Faesulse, Orvieto, and ^Anximum, were ' undertaken and 
vigorously prosecuted ; and the eunuch Narses was at length 
recalled to the domestic cares of the palace. All dissension^ 
were healed, and all opposition was subdued, by the temr 
perate authority of the Roman general, to whom his encr 
mies could not refuse their esteem^ and Belisarius incul- 
cated the salutary lesson, tluit the forces of the state should 
compose one body, and be animated by one soul. But in 
the interval of discord, the Goths were permitted to breathe ; 
aa important season was lost, Milan was destroyed, and thU 
northern provinces of Italj^ were afflicted by an inundation 
of the franks. 

When Justinian first meditated the conquest of Italy, he 
sent ambassadors to the kings of the Franks, and abjured 
them, by tbe common ties of alliance and religion, to join in 
the holy enterprise against the Arians. The G^ths, as thbit^ 

^ They refused to serve after bis departure*, sold their captives and 
cattle to the Goths } and swore never to fight tliem. m>eopiitt' 

introduces a curious difression on the manneri and adventures df thk 
wandering nation, a part of whom finnliy emigrated to Tbulc or Soandi^ 
aavia (Goth. 1. ii. c. 14 , 15 .)« 
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i^nts ir^re ii»<>re urgcmt, ifenip^loyed a ihore effebttial mode of 
pei'fttta^lion^; aod taifily, strove, by tlie gift of tend# and money, 
td ^itrchase the friendship, or at least the neotrality, of a 
light and perfidious nation But the arms of BeKsatius, 
and die revolt of the It^ians, had no sootier shaken Phe 
i^Mbio mbiiarcby, tlian Theodebert of Anstrasia, the most 
pibweffol and warlike of the Merovingian kings, was per- 
suaded to succour their distress by an indirect and season- 
able aid, l liyithout e)c|iectmg the consent of their sovereign, 
teif thousand Burgundians, his recent subjects, descended 
||Nn tb^ Alps, and joined the troops which Vhiges had sCnt 
Ip chastise tlie revolt of Milan. After an obstinate siege. 
He capital of Liguria was reduced by famine, but no oa|^- 
'tilioitiolldould be obtained^ except for the safe retreat of tbt 
iijmian garrison, Datius, the orthodox bishop, who had ife- 
iubed his countrymen to rebellion f and ruin, escaped t^i the 
luxury and honours of the Byzantine court J; but the clergj', 
perhaps €he Arian clergy^ were slaughtered at the foot of 
their own altars by the "defenders of the Catholic faith. 
Throe hundred thousaoi| males were reported to be slain §; 
the female sexi and more precious spoil, was resigned to 
the Burgundians; and the houses, or at least the walls of 
Milan, were levelled with the ground. The Goths, in their 
last moments were revenged by the destruction of a city, 
second only to Rome in size and opulence, in the splendour 
of its buildings, or the number of its inhabitants ; and Beli- 
mfius aympathized alone in the fate of his deserted and de- 
voted friends. Encouraged by this successful inroad, Theo- 


• This national reproach of perfidy (Procop, Goth. I. ii. c. 26.) offends 
Vht carof la Motbe le Vayer (tom. viii, p. 163 !— 166.), who criticises, as if 
b# had not read; the Greek historian. 

t Baronius applauds his treason, and justifies the Catholic bishops— 
^ ne sub fieretico pt incijic decant oinnem lapidem movent— an useful 
caption. The more ratioi^ai Muratori (Aonali d'ltalia, tom. v. p. 54.) 
htets at the guilt of perjibiy, and blames at least the imprudence of 

Datius was more successful against devils than against Barbarians, 
Jte travelled with a numerous refinue, and occupied at Corinth a large 
honse (Baronius, A. 0, 658, No. 89* A. D. 639» No. 20.). 

I vfis|kwTw (compare Frocc^us, Goth. 1. ii. c. 7. 21). Y^t 

popiilatioii is iiicredihle; apd the second or third city of Itmy need 
not feptei iif we only dei^inatr the numbers of the present text. Both 
Milan and ^euoa revived inkss than thirty years (Paul DiacOn. de Gestis 
Langobard. L if, c, 58.), 
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d^bert bim^lf, in theeosuing apriiig, invaded 0 ( 

Italy with a|^^ri|iy qf one bundred ihou^nd Barbarians^. 
The king, a^d some chosen followers^ were mounted op^ 
back, pod anped with lances : the infantry, without bo^ft 0I^ 
spcjals, were satisfied with a shield, a sword, aod a double- 
edged battle-axe, which, in their hands, became a de^d]|fj^ 
and unerring Wfapon. Italy trembled iit tlie iiisticb of the 
Franks; and both the Gothic prince and the Kqman gene- 
ral, alike ignorant of their designs, solicited, with hope and 
terror, the friendship of these dangerous allies. Till lie hadT 
secured t|te passage of the Po on the bridge of Pavia, t|||^ 
grandson of Clovis dissembled his inientions, whic£i he p 
leugth declared, by assaulting, almost at the same instant, tl^ 
hostile camps of the Romans and ^oths. Instead of unittiig 
ar|D^ they fled with equal precipitation; and the 
til^, though desolate provinces of Liguria and iBmili«|, 
abandoned to a licentious host of Barbarians, whose rage was 
not mitigated by any thoughts of settlement or qonquest. 
Among the cities which they ruined, Genoa, not yet con- 
structed of marble, is particularly enumerated : and the 
deaths of thousands, according to the regular' practice of war, 
appear to have excited less horror than some idolatrous sa- 
crifices of women and children, which were performed with 
impunity in the camp of the most Christian king If it were 
not a melancholy truth, that the first and most cruel suffer- 
ings must be the lot of the innocent and helpless, history 
might exult in the misery of the couqu^ors, who, in th^. 
midst of riches, were left destitute of bread or wine, reduced 
to drink the waters of the Po, and to feed on the flesh of disk 
tempered cattle. The dysentery swept away one-third of 
their array ; and the clamours of his subjects, who were im- 
patient to pass the Alps, disposed Theodebert to listen with 
respect to the mild exhortations of Belisarius* The memory 
of this inglorious and destructive warfare was perpetuated on 
the medds of Gaul ; tind Justinian, without unsheathing his 
swoid, assumed the title of conqueror of the Franks. Hae 


• Besides Procopius, perhaps too Roman, see the Chronicles of Marius 
and Marceilitius, Jornandes (in Success. Hegn, in Muratort, tom. i. tf, 
841*), and Gregory of Tours (!. iii. c. se. in tonil. ii. of the 
France). Gregory supposes a defeat of Belisarius, who, in Ajo^oin, (da 
<5esti» Franc. 1. ii. c. 23* in tom. iil. p. 39 ), is slain by the Franks, ' 
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Mtttmngim pmm wai offeiided by the vatihy of tbe empe* 
iori be affepted lo pity the fallen fortnnee of the Goths; 
iu»4 hie indidioos offer of a falderal nnioo was fcMified by the 
{nomtse or menace of descending from the Alps at the head i 
of five hundred thousand men. His plans of conquest usere 
^ boundless and perhaps chimerical. The king of Austrasia 
threatened to chastise Justinian^ and to march to the gates 
of Constantinople’*^ : he was overthrown and slainf by a wild 
^bull Xf he bunted in the Belgic or German forests. 

As soon as Belisarius was delivered from his foreign and 
^mes^c enemiesi he seriously applied his forces to the final 
j^uctibti of Italy. In the siege of Osimo, the general was 
Hearty transpierced with an arrow^ if the mortal stroke had 
not been intercepted by one of his guards^ who lost;^^ in that 
Hiqus office, the use of his band. The Goths of Osimo, fbtiV 
thousand warriors, with those of Fmsulae and the Cottian 
Alps, were among the last who muiniained their independ- 
ence; i^d their gallant resistance, which almost tired the 
patience, deserved the esteem, of the conqueror. His pru- 
dence refused to subscribe the safe-conduct which they 
asked, to join their brethren of Ravenna; but they saved, 
by an honourable capitulation, one moiety at least of their 
wealth, with the free alternative of retiring peaceably to their 
estates, or enlisting to serve the emperor in his Persian wars. 
The multitudes which yet adhered to the standard of Vitiges, 
far surpassed the number of the Homan troops ; but neither 
Iprayers, nor defiance, nor the extreme danger of his most 
faithful subjects, could tempt the Gothic king beyond the 
fortifications of Ravenna. These fortifications were, indeed, 
impregnable to the assaults of art or violence; and when Be- 


• Apthias, I. i. p. 14, 15. Could he have seduced or subdued the 
Gepidae or Lombards of Pannonia, the Greek historian is couhdeat that 
be must have been destroyed in 'Phrace. 

t The king pointed his qiear — the bull overturned a tree on bis head— 
he expired the same day. Such is the story of Agathias ; but the original 
hhtorians of Prance (tom. ii. p. 2Q2. 40S. 558. 607.) impute iiis death to a 
fever, 

X Without losing myself in a labyrinth of sf)ccics and nan3l|-Tthe 
unis, bisens, bubalus, bonasus, bufialo, &c, (Buftbn, flist. Nat. 
Itim. xt and Supplement, tom. iii. vi.), h is certain, that in the sixth ceti^ 
fury a large wild specids of horned cattle was hunted in the great forests 
of the Vosges in Lorraine^ and the Ardennes (Greg. Turonaom, ii. J. ic. 

o 10. p. my- 
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ifa^t ci|ptt»i, iMii tbk 

Hamiiif i^}y^<>iii4 tsme tbe ftp'mt of the BaH^riarfft. 

Xho land, «ii4 the dftainieis of Po, were 

vigiko^e of the Uomm general ; atid his molhitjjr 
extended die rights of war to the practice of poisoning the 
an# fccretlf firing the granariesf of a besiege! 
city J. Whflerbe pressed the biockade of Ra^enOh, h% %trs 
apprised ^by the arrival of two ambassadors from Consiah^ 
tinople^ with a treaty of peace) which Jnstinian had iiiJpro^ 
dently signed# without deigning to consult the author of his 
victory. By this disgraceful and precarious agreemept, Ita% 
apd the Gothic treasure were divided^ and the provinces bfe- 
y^^d tlie Po were left with the regal title to the successorU' 
llhoodoric. The ambassadors were eager to accomplish th^Hr 
S^tary commission ; the captive Vitiges accepted, wi# 
transport, the unexpected offer of a crown ; honour #as Icsli 
prevalent among the Goths, than the want and appetite Of 
food; and the Roman chiefs, who murmured at the cOnti- 
puance of the war, professed implicit submission to the com* 
mands of the emperor* If Belisarius had possessed only the 
courage of a soldier, the laurel would have been snatched 
from his hand by timid and envious counsels ; but in this de<* 
cisive moment, he resolved, witii the magnanimity of a states- 
to sustain alone the danger and merit of generous diso- 
bedience# Each of his officers gave a written opinion, that 
the siege of Ravenna was impracticable and hopeless: th^ 
general then rejected the treaty of partition, and declared hii 

• In the siege of Auximum, 5be first laboured to demolish an old aque- 
duct, and then east into the stream, 1. dead bodies j 2. mischiev ous herbs | 
and 3. quicklime, which k named (saya Procopius, 1. ii. c. 20.) by 
the ancients ; by the modems aerCtro?* Yet both words are used as syno- 
nymous in Galen, Dioscoiides, and Lucian (Hen, Stepb. Tbesaur. Ling, 
Graec. tom. iii. p. 748.). 

t The Goths su^ected Mathaiuintba as an accbmpllce in ithe mi«cl|ieC 
•which perhaps was occasioned by accidental li|^king. 

lln strict pliilosopliy, a limitaffon of the ri^ts of war seems to imply 
nonseuse and contradiction. Qrotius himself is lost in an idle distinctioft 
hetwe«»tliej|i>8 naturae and thejus gentium, between poison and infectioik 
He fa ||g|K ;es in one scale the passages of Homer (Odvss. A. 259t &c.) ana 
BordPp. ii. c. m. Nou 7. hit.); and in the other, the examples of Soiou 
(Fansahiaft, Lx. c. 37.) and Belishrius. (See his great work De 
ScUi et Pack, 1. hi c. 4. s. 15, 16, 17. and in Barlwyrac’s version, toi®. 
p. 35?, iec.). Yet I cab understand the benefit and validity of an agrecv 
meat, tacit orkixpres^ nlntuaily to abttain fi'om certain modes df hotttlitr; 
Bee the Ampbictyooic oath iu Cschlnes, dc Falii Legatione. ^ . 

Vot, V. 3 A 
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liirn molotion of toadtng Vittges in ehairt* to feet of 
iWinian. The Goths retlrisd with doubt and dismaV : thft 
peremptory refulal deprived them of the only gigfiattire which 
they cdtald trust, and fiHed their minds with a just appreheli- 
aicin, that a sagacious enemy bad discovered the full ex\e!ht 
df thrir deplorable state. They compared the fame and for- 
tnhe of BeJisarius with the weakness of their ill-fated king j 
and the comparison suggested an extraordinary project, to 
which Vitiges, with apparent resignation, was compelled td 
acquiesce. Partition would ruin the strength, exile would 
disgrace the honour, of the nation ; but they offered their 
arms, their treasures, and the fortifications of Ravenna, if Be^ 
ftsarius would disclaim the authority of a master, accept the 
choice of the Goths, and assume, as he had deserved, the 
Wngdom of Italy. If the false lustre of a diadem could have 
temptecl the loyalty of a faithful subject, his prudence must 
have foreseen the inconstancy of the Barbarians, and bis ra- 
tional ambition would prefer the safe and honourable statiori 
of a Roman general. Even the patience and seeming satis* 
faction with* which he entertained a proposal of treason, 
might be susceptible of a malignant interpretation. But the 
lieutenant of Justinian was conscious of his own rectitude; 
he entered into a dark and crooked path, as it might lead to 
the voluntary submission of the Goths; and his dexterous 
policy persuaded them that he was disposed to comply with 
their wishes, without engaging an oath or a promise for the 
performance of a treaty which he secretly abhorred. The 
day of the surrender of Ravenna w^as stipulated by the Gothic 
ambassadors: a fleet, laden with provisions, sailed as a wel* 
ifeome guest into the deepest recess of the harbour: the gates 
»were opened to the fancied king of Italy; and Belisarius, 
without meeting an enemy, triumphantly marched through 
th$ streets of an impregnable city*. The Romans were asto- 
nished by their success; the multitude of tall and robust Bar- 
barians w ere confounded by the linage of their own patience ; 

♦ Havenna wal taken, not ui the year 540, but in the latter end ^539 *, 
and l^a^i (tom. ik p. 5^ ) is rectified by Muratori (Annali d’ltalia, tom* 
V, who proves, from an original act on p^yrus (Antiemit Italii! 

Mcdii /£vi, tom, u. dissert. %m\h p. 999—1007, Maffei, latorla Diplomat, 
p. 155—1^.), that beff>rc iheSdbf January 540, peace aud flree corre* 
ftpdndence were restored between Ravenna and Faenza. 
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tiid the masculine females* spitting in the faces of tlJ^r aons 
and husbands^, most bitterly reproached thepi for betrajtnjg 
their dooainion and freedom to these pygmies of the souths 
contemptible in tlteir numbers, diminutive in their stature* 
Before the Goths could recover frorn the first surprise,* 
claim the accomplishment of their doubtful hopes, the' 
victor established his power in Ravenna, beyond the danger 
of repentance and revolt. Vitiges, who perhaps had at- 
tempted to escape, was lionourably guarded in his palace 
the flower of the Gothic youth was selected for the service* 
of the emperor; the remainder of the people was dismissed 
to their peaceful habitations in the southern provinces; and 
a . colony of Italians was invited to replenish the depopulated 
city. The submission of the capital was imitated in the 
towns and villages of Italy, which had not been subdued, 
or even visited, by the Romans; and the independent Goths 
who remained in arms at Pavia and Verona, w'ere ambitious 
only to become the subjects of Belisarius. Rut his inflexible 
loyalty rejected, except as the substitute of Justinian, their 
oaths of allegiance; and he was not offended by the re- 
proach of their deputies, that he rather chose to be a slave 
th<au a king. 

After the second victory of Belisarius, envy again whis- 
pered, Justinian listened, and the hero was recalled. The 
remnant of the Gothic war was no longer worthy of his 
** presence: a gracious sovereign was impatient to reward 
his services, and to consult his wisdom ; and he alone was 
capable of defending the East against the innumerable 
armies of Persia/^ Belisarius understood the suspicion, 
accepted the excuse, embarked at Ravenna his spoils and 
trophies; and proved, by his ready obedience, that such aii 
abrupt i^emoval from the government of Italy was not less 
unjust than it might have been indiscreet. The emperor re- 
ceived with honourable courtesy, both Vitiges and his more 
noble consort : and as the king of the Goths conformed to 

* was seized by John the Sanguinary, but an oath or sacrament was 
pledged for hU safety in the Basilica jnlii (llist. Misccll. I.xvii. in Muratori, 
tom. i. p. 107.). Anastasius (in Vit. Pont. p. 40.) gives a dark but pro- 
bable account. Montfaucou is quoted by Mascou (Hist, of the Germans, 
xii. SI.) for a votive shield representing the captivity of ami now 

in the collection of signor Landi at Rome. 
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tbt Atbaiiasmii faitihi obtainedy with a rich mhe)*itlihfe 
df laflds in Asia/the raiAt of senator and patrician'*'. Eveiy 
spectator admiredy without peril, the strength and tlature 
of the young Barbarians; they adored the majesty of the 
ijbronei and promised to shed their blood in the service of 
liteir benefactor. Justinian deposited in the Byaantiso 
paince the treasures of the Gothic monarchy. A flattering 
senate was sometimes admitted to gaze on the magniflceat 
spectacle; but it was enviously secluded from the public 
view; and the conqueror of Italy renounced, widK>ut a 
murmur, perhiips without a sigh, the well-earned honours 
of a second triumph. His glory was indeed exalted above 
al| external pomp; and the faint and hollow praises of the 
court were supplied, even in a servile age, by the respect 
and admiration of his country. Whenever he appeared in 
the streets and public places of Constantinople, Belisarias 
attracted and satisfied the eyes of the people. His lofty 
stature and majestic countenance fulfilled their expectations 
of an hero; the meanest of his fellow-citizens were em- 
boldened by his gentle and gracious demeanour ; and the 
martial train which attended his footsteps, left his person 
more accessible than in a day of battle. Seven thousand 
horsemen, matchless for beauty and valour, were maintained 
in the service, and at the private expence, of the general f. 
Their prowess was always conspicuous in single combats, or 
in the foremost ranks; and both parties confessed, that in 
the siege of Rome, the guards of Belisarias had alone van- 
quished tlie Barbarian host. Their numbers were conti- 
nually augmented by the bravest and most faithful of the 
enemy; and his fortunate captives, the Vandals, the Moors, 
and the Goths, emulated the attachment of his domestic 
followers. By the union of liberality and justice, he ac- 

♦ Vitiges lived hvo yean at Constantinople, and^unperatoris in affectu 
ctjnmctm (or conjunctus) rebus excessit hutnanis. His widow, M fit ha* 
iumtat the wife and mother of the patricians, the elder and yoting^er Oer.. 
maiHiSt united the streams of Anician and Amali blood (JofiMuides, c. 6o. 
p* 221. in Muratori, tom. i.)* 

t Procopius, Goth. 1. iii. c. I. Aimoin# a French monk of thexith 
century, who had obtained, and has dtsfigur^, some authentic information 
of Belisarius, maetions, in hi« name, 12,000 avert or slaves— qups proprilli 
alimus stipendtis— besides 18^000 soldiers (Historians of Fifuce, tom. iii. 
Dc Gestis Franc. 1. ii. c. §. p. 48.). 
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f the soldiers^ without idi^natiag the affec* 
^119 of the people. The stqk aapd wou»d^ w^re 
with paedicip^s a»d money ; and still more efficaeiouiily> by 
the healing visits and smiles of their commander. The 
of a weapon or an horse was instantly repaired^ and each 
d%d of valt>nr was rewaided by the rich and. honourahie 
gifts of a bracelet or a collar, which were rendered more 
precious hy the judgment of Belisarius. He was endeared 
to the husbandmen, by the peace and plenty which they 
enjoyed under the shadow of his standard. Instead of 
being injured, the country was enriched by the march of 
the Roman armies; and such was the rigid discipline of 
their camp, that not an apple was gathered from the tree, . 
not a path could be traced in the fields of corn. Belisarius 
was chaste and sober. In the licence of a military life, none 
could boast that they had seen him intoxicated with wine : 
the most beautiful captives of Gothic or Vandal race were 
ofiered to his embraces; but he turned aside from their 
charms, and the husband of i\ntouina was never suspected 
of violating the laws of conjugal fidelity. The spectator and 
historian of his exploits has observed, that amidst the perils 
of war, he was daring without rashness, prudent without 
fear, slow or rapid according to the exigences of the mo- 
ment; that in the deepest distress, he was animated by real 
or apparent hope, but that he was modest and humble in 
the most prosperous fortune. By these virtues, he equalled 
or excelled the ancient masters of the military art. Victory, 
by sea and land, attended his arms. He subdued Africa, 
Italy, and the adjacent islands, led away captives the suc- 
cessors of Genseric and Theodoric ; filled Con.stantinopie 
with the spoils of their palaces, and in the space of six 
years recovered half the provinces of the Western empire. 
In his fame and merit, in wealth and power, he remained, 
without a rival, the first of the Roman subjects: the voice 
of envy could only magnify his dangerous importance; and 
the empe^or might applaud bis own discerntug spirit which 
bad discovered and raised the genius of Belisarius. 

it was the custom of the Roman triumphs, that a slave 
should be placed behind the chariot, to remind the con- 
<}u 6 ror of the instability of fortune, and the infirmities of 
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bantRn nature. Pi«K^o{)ius» in hig Anecdotes, baa asaumdl 
that servile and ungrateful office. The generous reader 
may cast away the libel, but the evidence of facts will 
^adhere to his incmory^t he will reluctantly confess, 
that the fame, nnd even the virtue of Belisarius, were 
polluted by the lust and cruelty of his wife; and that 
the hero deserved an a|;pellation which may not drop 
from the pen of the decent historian. The mother of 
Antonina’*^ was a theatrical prostitute, and both her father 
and grandfather exercised at Thes»alonica and Constanti- 
nople, the vile, though lucrative profession of charioteers. 
In the various situations of their fortune, she became the 
companion, the enemy, the servant, and the favourite of 
the empress Theodora: these loose and ambitious females 
bad been connected by similar pleasures; they were sepa- 
rated by the jealousy of vice, and at length reconciled by 
the partnership of guilt. Before her marriage with Beli- 
sarius, Antonina had one husband and many lovers ; Pho-» 
tius, the son of her former nuptials, was of an age to dis- 
tinguish himself at the siege of Naples; and it was not till 
the autumn of her age and beauty + that she indulged a 
scandalous attachment to a Thracian youtl). Theodosius 
had been educated in the Euuomiati heresy; the African 
jvoyage was consecrated by the baptism and auspicious name 
of the first soldier who embarked; and the proselyte was 
adopted into the family of his spiritual parents Belisarius 
and Antonina. Before they touched the shores of Africa, 
this holy kindred degenerated into sensual love; and as 
Antonina soon overleaped the bounds of modesty and cau- 
tion^ the Roman general was alone ignorant of his own dis- 

* The diligence of Alcmannus co«ld add but little to the four first aud 
most curious chapters of the Aiicvdotcs. Of these strange Anecdotes, a 
part mav be true, because probable — and a t>art true, because improbable. 
Procopius must kwe knoxon the former, and the latter he could scarcely 
invent* 

^ Procopius insinuates (Anecdot. c. 4.) that, when Bel isarius returned 
to Italy (A.D. 64.S), Antonina was sixty years of age. A forced, but more 
polite construction, wliich refeis that date to the moment when he was 
writing (A.D. 559). would be compatible with the manhood of Pbotius 
(Gothic. 1. ip c. 10.) in 

i Coippafe the Vandalic War (1. i, c 12.) with the Anecdotes (c, 
Alemannus (p. 2, 3.). This mode of baptismal adoption was revived 
by Leo the |^6soph(^ri 
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feftabnf.’ Dtirifig their residence^ at Carthage, he aurprised 
the two lovm m a subterraneous chamber, soVrmry, wi^nti, 
a(nd almost naked. Anger flashed from his eyes. With 
the help of this young man,” said the uhblushing Anlo^?| 
^^^ttina, I was secreting oitt n>ost precious effects frbm 
the knowledge of Justinian.” The youth resumed hit 
garments, and the pious husband consented to disbelieve 
the evidence of liis own senses. From this pleasiiig aftd 
perhaps voluntary delusion, Belisarins was awakened at 
Syracuse, by the officious information of Macedonia: and 
that female attendant, after requiring an oath for her secu- 
rity, produced two chamberlains, who, like herself, had 
often beheld the adulteries of Antonina. An hasty flight 
into Asia saved Theodosius from the justice of an injured 
husband, who had signified to one of his guards the order 
of his death; but the tears of Antonina, and her artful 
.seductions, assured the credulous hero of her innocence; 
and he stooped, against bis faith and judgment, to abandon 
those imprudent friends who had presumed to accuse or 
doubt the chastity of his wife. The revenge of a guilty 
woman is implacable and bloody: the unfortunate Mace- 
donia, with the two witnesses, were secretly arrested by the 
minister of her cruelty; their tongues were cut out, their 
bodies were hacked into small pieces, and their remain^ 
w^ere cast into the sea of Syracuse. A rash, though judicioui 
Saying of Constantine, I would sooner have punished rtic 
adultress than the boy,” was deeply remetnbered by An- 
tonina: and two years afterwards, when despair had armed 
that officer against his general, her sanguinary advice de- 
cided and hastened his execution. Even the indignation of 
Photius was not forgiven by his mother ; the exile of her 
son prepared the recal of her loyer ; and Theodosius conde- 
scended to accept the pressing and humble invitation of the 
conqueror of Ital3^ In the absolute direction of his house- 
hold, and in the important commissions of peace and war^, 
the favourite youth most rapidly acquired a fortune of four 

* In November Photius arrested the pope (IJberat. Brev. c. 22. 
Pagj, tom, ii, p. About the end of 5S9» Belisarius sent Theodotiu*^ 

'xpjr Tjj oiKtx Ttj aura — ou an impurtant aud lucrative cpuainissioijj 

Xq llavenua (i>wth 1. ii. c. is.). 
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tboasand steriifig ; at^ iifttfr femm ^ 

Citisuntiaopiei the paf^feii df 
arddnt mitbated* Btit feiMr, devtttiotl, 
ippsrhmpii inspired Tbedflosins with more sferi6«s tiims^tsri 
Htdreiidtd the btisy scandal t>f the eapkali and the iitdl#* 
cidet Ibndfiess of the wife of Belisnrins ; escaped from het 
eiiibiaces> and retiring to Ephesns, shaved liis head * aid 
took refuge in the sanctuary of a monastic life. The despalf 
of tlleeiew Ariadne could scarcely have been excused by the 
death of her husband. She wept, she tore her hair, sliO 
filled the palace with her cries; she had lost the dearest 

of friends, a tender,* a faithful, a laborious friend But 
hit warm entreaties, fortified by the prayers of Belisaritis^ 
were insufficient to draw the holy monk from the solitude of 
Ephesus, It was not till the general moved forward for the 
Pefsian war, that Theodosius could be tempted to return to 
Constantinople ; and the short interval before the departure 
of Antonina herself was boldly devoted to love and pleasure. 

' A philosopher may pity and forgive the infirmities of fe-fc 
male nature, from which he receives no real injury ; but 
contemptible is the husband who feels, and yet endures, his 
own infamy in that of his wife. Antonina pursued her son 
with implacable hatred; and the gallant Photius* was ex-» 
posed “to her secret persecutions in the camp beyond the 
Tigris. Enraged by his own wrongs, and by the dishonour 
of his blood, he cast away in his turn the sentiments of 
nature, and revealed to Belisarius the turpitude of a woman 
who had violated all the duties of a mother and a wifet 
From the surprise and indignation of the Roman general, 
his former credulity appears to have been sincere: he em- 
braced the knees of the son of Antonina, adjured him t© 
remember his obligations rather than his birth, and can-* 
firmed at the altar their holy vows of revenge and mutual 
defence. The dominion of Antonina was impaired by 
sence; and when she met her husband, on his return front 
tbe Persian confines; Belisarius, in bis first and transleni 
emotionsjj confined her person, and threatened her life! 

* Tbeopbancs (Cbfonojjrapb. p. 204 .) styles him Phdthus^ the son^ftSl 
law ©f BeUmdusi msd he is copied by the BUtcaia Ifhcelia and Aaishii 
sius, . , . 
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Ilf fWJ ci^-waicm <>£ hct ^ill; 

ll^Wl ««|4 

%!iihw^lpg a^tpfeiiiiga^ wt 

ip^^ily^ and theisal^ pf ^jpi^oina wa« 
c^prais, wholie fevoar.sUe had .dpsmed by re^|p|i6#ijirr 
pf>tbe disgrace of a prjaefect, and' the exdc?aiid jpnidfi: 
off e p#pe^ 4t the end of die ca^Qpaignj Belmius iimie** ' 
ceiled ; be poinplied^ as usual^! with the Imperial aumditte* 
His mind was not prepared for rebeilipii ; liis obediei»e% 
however ad verse , to the dietatps of honour^ was coosoOiiii 
tp the wishes of bis heart ; and when he embraced hia wih, 
at the command^ and perhaps in the presence^ of . tbe. enir 
pretSf the tender husband was disposed to forgive ot? tm. be 
forgiven. The bounty of Theodora reserved for her OQmpa^ 
nion a more precious favour. I have founds” she saidi 
/f ^my dearest patrician, a pearl of inestimable value : it baa 
not yet bpeo viewed by any mortal eye ; but the sight amd 
the possession of this jewel are destined for my friend^V 
As soon as the curiosity and impatience of Antonina^ wtie 
l(indied> thp door of a bedchamber was thrown opfiit ^di 
^e beheld her lover, whom the diligence of the eunuchs bad 
disco^;ered in his secret prison. Her silent wonder bjutst]in 0 
passionate exclamations of gratitude and joy, and she named 
Thci^dora her queen, her benefactress^ and her savioiii. 

<^f Bpheius was nourished in the palace v^ith 
iu;itq.ry ^nd, ambition ; but instead of assuming, as he Was 
pnppiised^ the command of the Roman armies, Thepdcpiis 
e^cpired in the first fatigues of an amorous interview* The 
grief of Antonina could only be assuaged by the, suffenings 
of her son. A youth of consular rank, and a sickly consti* 
eu|ion^ was punished, without a trial, like a inale&otCMr 
a,frhtve: yet such wus the constancy of Jps mjnd, that l^bp- 
tips sustained the tprtuires of the scourge and the rack, with-* 
out violating the faith which he had sworn to Selisarius. 
A||ct’4ip f^pititesf the son of Autoninai^ . wbilct bis 

. iijptb^r leasled wkb was buried, m bar tubtan 

VoL. V. S B 
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i^iidb irfttiudr not ^ ol 

iori iby« li^ twiet to the iEi>st vemriJbie iametut 

afiil«of Cilmtto the church ^ St« SojpiiiA and <»f 

«lil Virgiae but bb tyim^ were laaeMhte of leiigioa a» 
of ^ity ; And the bdipteit yoiitb^ omMittbe ciaaiiMirsofjtto 
obwiy sad peO|dei was iwiee dtagged froai the shsr to die . 
tlmigebii* His diird stteaifi^t was niwfe suceessAiL At the 
wad of difee years^ the t>ro^i Zscbemi or »Qine momk 
frietill|tijiidiisated the taesos of as escape: he eluded ike 
sfdiiMd giiardffof ibe empress^ reached the boty sepulchre 
Jerusslsiii^ embraced the professiou of a mouk ; and the 
aM>Of Photius was employed^ after the death of Justinian^ 
io feeoncfJe and regulate the churches of Egypt. Xhe son 
of Antonina suffered all that an enemy can inflict ; her pa^ 
tient husband imposed on himself the more exquisite misery 
of tkdating his promise and deserting his friend. 

in the succeeding campaign, Belisarius was again sent 
a^Qsl the Persians: he saved the East, but he offended 
^Theodora, and perhaps the emperor himself. The malady 
of Justinian had countenanced the rumour of his death ; 
wnd the Homan general, on the supposition of that probable 
efetil;9 spoke the free language of a citizen and a soldier. 
His ooUeague Buzes, who concurred in the same sentiments, 
Jost bis rank, bis liberty, and his health, by the persecution 
the empress : hut the disgrace of Belisarius was alleviated 
^by the dignity of bis own character, and the influence of 
bk wife, who might wish to humble, but could not desire 
Ip ruin, the partner of her fortunes. Even bis removal was 
odloured by ihe assurance, that the sinking state of Italy 
would be retrieved by the single pieseoce of its conqueror. 

no sooner had he returned, alone and defenceless, than 
an hostile commission was sent to the East, to seize his tree- 
iinwt and criminate his actions ; the guards and veterans 
who followed bis private banner, were distributed among 
ohioft of the army, and even the eunuchs presumed to 
casi lots for the partition of his martial domestics. When 
he passed with a small and sordid retinue through the streets 
of Constantinople, his forlorn appearance excited the amaze* 
ment and compassion of the people. Justinian and Then* 
dora received him with cold ingratitude; the servile croil^, 
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t#ti^1nioteli<s€ M4 cdi^liipt ^ and in the irreiifa^ he rettted 
with tttmUmg steps te his deserted pelace. Ak ]iidi«|ws8t« 
tion, feigned or real^ had cofihned Amonitia to her ap»tl^ 
metit: and she waikedldisdainfally aileiit in the adjaceifi 
when Belisarias threw himself on bis bed, and 
peetei, in an agony Df grief and terror^ tba^ideath which ha 
hid ^ ofteh braved under the waHs of Rome. Long after 
ami^set a messenger was anncmnced from the empreis ; he 
0|ienedi with anxions curiosity^ the letter which ctmlaiiied 
the sentence of his fate. Yon cannot be ignorant haw 
lOuch you have deserved my displeasure. I am not in8en«> 
sible of the services of Antonina. To her merits and in* 
tercessionri have granted your life, and permit you to 
** retain a part of your treasures, which might be justly for^ 
feited to the state. Let your gratitude, where it is due, 
be displayed, not in words, but in your future behaviour/* 
I know not how to believe or to relate the transports with 
which the hero is said to have received this ignomtniona 
pardon. He fell prostrate before his wife, he kissed tba 
feet of his saviour, and he devoutly promised to live the 
grateful and submissive slave of Antonina. A £ne of on^ 
hundred and twenty thousand pounds sterling was levied on 
tlie fortunes of Belisarius; and with the office of count, or 
master of the royal stables, he accepted the conduct pf tsbv 
Italian war. At his departure from CTonstantinopie, hb 
friends, and even the public, were persuaded, that as soon 
as be regained his freedom, he would renounce his dissimu* 
lation, and that bis wife, Theodora, and perhaps die ent^ 
peror himself, would be sacrificed to the just revenge of a 
virtuous rebel. Their hopes were deceived; and the un- 
conquerable patience and loyalty of Belisarius appear either 
below or above the character of a MA^^ 

• The conti Dilator of the chronicle of Marcellinus gi m, in a few decent 
the tuhstance of the Anecdotes: Beli^rips de Oriente evoe^tii^iii 
of&nsam periculuinque incurrens grave, ct invidiae suhiaceni nirsws rc- 
imitilur in Ihdiam (p. 54.)* 
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S(lili0 y0f World.--*-E^bli3hmmt ike Lorn* , 

Damhe.^Tribm and Imroads ofthi ScktvomanM,^ 
^ M and Embassies of the Turks* ^ The 

/ the ^ ar Nushirvaa King of 

V frosperous Reign and. Wars with the Romans, 

^The C0kkm?t ,or Lazic JVar*-^The jEthiopiam. 

C^tJR estimate of personal merit is relative to the cotnmon 
ftetilties of mankind. The aspiring efforts of genius, or 
•vifttie, either in active or speculative life-, are measured, not 
so much by their real elevation, as by the height to which 
they ascend aibove the level of iheit age or country : and 
thfe same stature, which in a people of giants would pass 
dhnoticed, must appear conspicuous in a race of pygmies. 
Eeonidas, and his three hundred companions, devoted their 
llws at Thetmopyl® ; but the' education of the infant, the 
boy, and the man, had prepared, and almost ensured, this 
rbtmorabfc sacrifice ; and each Spartan would approve, ra- 
th^lp tlian admire, an act Of <iuty, of which himself and 
eSghl thoilland of his fellow-citizens were equally capable**^. 
The great Pompcy might inscribe on his trophies, that he 
Wtd' defeated in battle two millions of enemies, and reduced 
fifttfeh hundred cities from the lake Mrodtis to the Red 
SeAt : but the fortune of Rome flew before his eagles; the 
rtitiotis^ere oppressed by their own fears, and the invind- 
b!e Id^ons which he commanded, had been formed by the 
habits of conquest and the discipline of ages. In this view, 
the character of Belisarius may be deservedly placed above 

' ' -U' * ' ‘ ‘ • 

^ It Will be a plaeliire, not a task, to read Herodotus (L vii. c. 104# 3.$4. 

The conversation of Xerxes and Dem^atus ^ Thermo- 
pylae is one of the most interesting and moral scenes in KlStoly. It was 
the torture of the royal Spartan to behold, with anguish and remorse, the 
virtue of his country. 

- 1 See this proud tnscriptbn in PHny (Hist. Natur. vii. «7.). Few mea 
have more exquisitely tasted of gbry and disgrace: nor oould Juvenal 
(Sadr# x.) produce a more striking example of the vicissitudes #fortunef 
and the vanity of human wishes. 
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^ of llie ttncient repoblics. HU ifflpe^ctioiit 

flowed froiii the tuamgidti of the tiroes ; his virtues Were hh 
own, the free gift of nature or reflectihn ; he raised htniielf 
without a master or a d||M ;"and so inadequate were the arms 
coiproitted to his band, that his sole advantage was derived 
from the pride and presumption of his adversaries. Uwifc 
his command, the subjects of Justinian often deserved to he 
called Romans : but the unwarlifce appellation of Greelfts was 
imposed as a term of reproach by tlie haughty Oothi^ Vibo 
affected to blush, that they must dispute the kingddm'df 
Italy with a nation of tragedians, pantomimes, and pirates^. 
The climate of Asia has indeed been found less congenial 
than that of Europe, to military spirit: those populous 
countries were enervated by luxury, despotism, and super- 
stition ; and the monks were more expensive and more nu- 
merous than the soldiers of the East. The regular force of 
the empire had once amounted to six hundred and forty-five 
tliousand men : it was reduced, in the time of Justinian, to 
one hundred and fifty thousand; and this number, large at 
it may seem, was thinly scattered over the sea and land ; in 
Spain and Italy, in Africa and Egypt, on the banks of the 
Danube, the coast of the Euxine, and the frontiers of Persia. 
The citizen was exhausted, yet the soldier was unpaid; bis 
poverty was mischievously soothed by the privilege of rapine 
and indolence; and the* tardy payments were detained and 
intercepted by the fraud of those agents who usurp, without 
courage or danger, the emoluments of war. Public and 
private distress recruited tlie armies of the state ; but in |he 
field, and still more in the presence of the enemy, their 
numbers were always defective. The want of national spirit 
was supplied by the precarious faith and disorderly service 
of Barbarian mercenaries. Even military honour, which 
has often survived the loss of virtue and freedom, was almost 
totally extinct. The generals who were multiplied beyond 
the example of former times, laboured only t<i prevent the 
success, or to sully the reputation, of their colleagues; and 

* Tpowxsj • . • . u* T» irporif« ahm ij IrccXiaf ijKOfTa ^i| 

Kcu fmrmi This last epithet of Procopius is top 

noHy tiWn^ed by pirates ; naval thieves is the proper word: strippm 
of garments, either for injury or insult. (Demostbenrs contra Conon* in 
Reiske Orator. Grxe. tom. ii. p. 1*64.). 
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JlipJM if 

orevea guiltii^wi^ld obNio^ tb^ 
indulgenic^ of Agnioious em^^erotK h auch anagetlie tri- 
opplia of %li8ariua» aiMl aftcrwaiii of Narsea, thfee witii 
IllQ^popamble lustre i but they ai^^ncompassed with 

shades of disgrace and calamity. While the liedte^ 
HPItt, of jMstioian subdued the kingdoms of the Goths and 
^fj^odal^ tlje emperor ft timid, though ambitious, balanced 
ftp^s of the Barbarians, fomented their divisions by 
tejiy gad falsehood, and invited by his patience and libemUty 
repetition of injuries J. The keys' of Carthage, Rome, 
OPd Ravenna, were presented to their conqueror, whilst 
^itH)ch was destroyed by the Persians, and Justinian trem^ 
bijed for the safety of Constantinople. 

Even the Gothic victories of Belisarius were prejudicial to 
the state, since they abolished the important barrier of the 
Upper Danube, which had been so faithfully guarded by 
Theodoric and his daughter. For the defence of Italy, the 
Goths evacuated Pannonia and Noricum, which they left in a 
peaceful and flourishing condition : the sovereignty was 
claimed by the em{>eiror of the Romans ; the actual poss^ 
sipn was abandoned to the boldness of the first invader. On 
the opposite banks of the Danube, the plains of Upper Hun- 
gary and the Transylvanian hills were possessed, since the 
death of Attila, by the tribes of the Gepidae, who respected 
tiie Gothic arms, and despised, not indeed the gold of the 
Romans, but the secret motive of their annual subsidies. 
The vacant fortifications of the river were instantly occupied 
by these Barbarians: their standards were planted on the 
walls of Sirmium and Belgrade ; and the ironical tone of 
their apology aggravated this insult o» the majesty of the 
empire. So extensive, O Caesar, are your dominions ; so 
^ numerous are your cities; that you are continually seeking 
** for nations to whom, either in peace or war, you may 

!|«e the third and fourth hooks of the Gothic War : die writer of the 
Aaecdotos cannot aggravate these abuses. 

t Agnthias, 1. 5, p. 157, J58. He confines this weakness of die emperor 
and the empire to the old age of Justinian; but, alasl he was never ^ong. 

J This mischievous policVy which Pfocopius (Anecdot. c. l9.) to 

the emperor, is reveal<m in las epistle to a Pythian pril)^ wim wiitt 
of nndersta^mg it Ay«f awftaSa am arponirarw, wis Agathia8'<k v; 



dim iisttoa fommiom^ Tht GieiMmiift pm 
5f fi(id)|d aUitfi; a^d if they have anticipated ydij^ 

giite# tiicy have sheirfi a j«»t octtiM iit yoar fedanty^ 
tl%i»r44ivesampd6n^^^^.w^ hy the nao^ of 

whtdi ^ JhistiniaTi embmed. Instead of asserting the rig^ila 
aofmign for the protection of his snhjoetSy the empeitic 
invited a strange people to invade and possess rlie Uoman 
piovinces between the Danube and. the Alps; and theanibi* 
tionof tlie Gepid« was checked by the rising power aind 
fiime n^f the Lom B anns This corrupt appeliatim htb 

been difftised in tlie thirteenth century by the merchants and 
basbers, the Italian posterity of these savage warriors: iMit 
the ortgiiial name of Lnngobards is expressive only of 4he 
peculiar length and ^shion of their beards. 1 am not dia^ 
posed either to question or to justify their ScandinaWan 
origin t; Bor to pursue the migrations of the Lombards 
through unknown regions and marvellous adventures. About 
the time of Augustus and Trajan^ a ray of historic light 
breedcs on the darkness of their antiquities, and they are did’* 
covered, for the first time, between the Elbe and the Odet. 
Fierce, bdyond the example of the Germans, they delighted 
to propagate the tremendous belief, that their heads were 
formed like the heads of dogs, and that they drank tile blood 
of their enemies whom they vanquished in battle. The 
smallness of their numbers was recruited by the adoption of 
their bravest slaves ; and alone, amidst their powerful neigh- 
bours, they defended by arms their high-spirited indepen- 
dence. In the tempests of the north, wjiich overwhelmed io 
many names and nations, this little bark of the Lombards 
still fioated on the surface : they gradually descended towards 
the south ^nd the Danube ; and at the end of four bundled 

* Gens Gennana ferltaie fcrocior, says yelleius Paterculus af the L)tn> 
feards (|i. 106 .). Langobardos paucitas nobilitat. PluriroLs ac valentiss^mis 
natiouibus cincti non per olisequium sed prieliis ct penrlitnndo tuti sunt 
Q.’acit. de Moribus Gennau. c. 40 .). Sec likewise Strabo ( 1 . vii. p. 446 .). 
The best geographers place them beyond the £lbe,iu the bishopric of Mug- 
deblirgh and the micidle march of Brandenburgh ; and their situation wqH 
agree with the patriotic remark of the Count de Hertr.berg, that most of 4be 
Barbarian conquerors issued from the same countries which still produce 
the armies of l^ussia. 

t Scaodinatian origin of the Gotljs and lombards, as staled 1^1 

WnnelHd, suuiamed the deacon, is attacked by Cluverius (Germmtla 
tiq.4. lii p. 10^, &o.), a native of Prussia, and defedaod by Ofotius 
(Prolegom. ad Hist. Goth. p. 28, &c.), the Swedish aiabassador. - • 
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TMriiMi»tief9 wereliot IcBsfer^^ 

aiviyit^gi^ iSMuted s» bjr^^ wifl* 

wnd# of^lte'''killg'’»t^i«lg^lter^'w 

4|ti^ fpordt of imiik/and dt8appcmtedi>y hi« diiiiiiklt^ 
«iti|itit;ittiid a^^ price of btood;vias imptisedfoa 

tfae Lombards^ by hi brother the king of the Heriili 

revived a eense of moderatien aoid justice^ im^xiie 
'imioimi&e of ocmqiiest wm chastised by the sigoalrdefeat 
if^pasable dtspersion of the Herulv who were eeateddn ithe 
provinces of Poland ♦. The victories of <die Lom 
Ipuds fecoinmended them to the friendship of the empeirolis t 
alldat the solicitation of Justtnian^ they passed tho Danube^ 
p roduce, ac^oid^^ their treaty^ the cities of Noricum 
imd the fortresses of Paanoma. But the spiritof rapinesooii 
tfnipted them beyond these ample limits; they wandered 
along the coast of the Hadriatic as for as Jdyrrachiiim^i aiid 
ppsiimed^ with familiar rudeness, to enter the towns and 
houses of their Roman allies, and to seize the captives who 
liad iescaped from their audacious hands* These acts of 
hostility, the sallies, as it might be pretended, of foine looser 
adveuluFors, were disowned by the nation, and excused by 
the lemperor ; but the arms of the Lombards were more 
s^fioQsly engaged by a contest of thirty years, which was ter- 
miiioted only by tlie extirpation of the Gepidic. The hostile 
nations eilim pleaded tlieir cause before the Uirone of Constant 
tipople ; and Ihe crafty Justinian, to whom the Barbarfoas 
wore almost eqaallv odious, pronounced a partial and aiubi*- 
g(| 0 MS scaiteace, ana dexterously protracted tlie war by slow 
and inefiectual succours* ^heir strength was formidable, 
spec the Lombards, who sent into the field sev^l rnyriddi, 
of IbldierSj still claimed, as the weaker side, tlie protection of j 
tip Romans* Tlicir spirit was intrepid ; vet such ^ is the 
utlterfainty of courage, that the two armies were suddenly 
stjmck with a panic; they fled from each other, and the 
riVAl kings remained with their guards in fljejipi48t; of an 
e|iipty plain* A short truce was obtained ; but Cteir mutual 

4 /',: ' , 

, • Two facts ia the narrative of Paul Diacoaus (1. 1, c. 20.) are eijrcisive 

manners; 1. Dum ad It^ulam iwdervt— wliile at 

dMhibfe. virithiiilin /fiitt. Tlie ctihiralton of t!a\ sti^poses 

pmperiy, cfmmerce, agriculture, and tnuiiufacturfs- 
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kindM ; imt4 ■■4h^rfmttm\^fm^'■ ^loi'lhidf 

biiKHlyi Flirty 1 4ii0ii9iiii^ Bftit»ftrkii9 fitriiM 

whi(^^ thef>€>wer«l tl»^G€fly|^^ tmmA 
1104 wtilies of , Jiiati»i 00 , fnid &mt di§^hifi^ 
t]i^*liiafti|Gter of Alb0ifi» the y^Hitfc^l pw^ of Ihe LOOf^ 
a;{)4 tlie future ooncfiieror of Italy K 
.1 OfiW people who dwelt or \i^idered in the pkilil 
Rua#i%vlii^tiailiaf and Poland, mig&t be miuetii, 
ol’ Ji^tiniaii^ under tlit two great families of the 

<0^4 the Sciri(tvoNiA!ts* According to the Oteok 
the former, wlm touched the Eimne end the lidsi 
Matotiii derked from the Huns their name or descent ; aid 
Hie needksa to reni^w the simple and well* known picture of 
TFartarwianners^ 1'hey were bold and dextrous archers* who 
dian^ tile nrilk, and feasted on the^fleidi of their fleet OiNl 
mde^k%able fiorses ; whose flocks ffnd herds followed, tW 
rather gtiided, the motions of their roring camps ; to Whose 
inroads-ho eomitry was remote or impervious, and who wem 
practised in flight, though incapable of fear* The natiow 
was divided into two powerful and hostile tribes, wlio pUl^ 
sued each other with fraternal hatred. They eagerly dis& 
puted the friendship or ratlier the gifts of the emperor; and 
tlie distinction which nature bad fixed between the faithful 
dog oftid the rapacious wolf, was applied by an ambassador 
wlm received only verbal instructions from Uie mouth of hit 
illiterate prince J. The Bulgarians, of vrhatsoever specie!^ 
Were equally aurncted bj^ Roman wealth; they assumed W 
vague dominion over the Sclavonkn name, and their rapht 

• I hfirVe used, without undertaking to reconcile, tW ftcti in Proeof^ 
IfJotn. i. ii- c. IV. 1. iii. c. 53, 34. 1. iv. c, IB. ?6.), Paul Diaconus (de GaAif 
k I C. 1— ‘iS. in Muratori, Script. Ilerum Italrcerem^ tom. i 
A »»d Jurnaftdes (de Success, lleguoruiu, p. 04$.). llie padefiS 

rcad^ tnaf draw some light fruin Mascou (Hist, or' the Uermaus, ana Anuw 
tat. aiiii.) and de Buat (Hist, des Pcuplcs,&c. tom. ix, x, xi.). 

t f aWxilt the apfxdlatioa or* Buigai;nris, from Ennodios (in Paaegyf, 
Hieodoriesi Ch^« Strmond, tom i. p. ^9B, 1599.), Jfamandes (de Ketifit 
Oetkis, Ci 5. pl w4: dS. de Re| 0 . Succevsione, p. $4$.), Tbco pimnes (p. Iftsi 
and Wle anu MarcelUnut. The name ef beuW m 

too VHgm; t^ tfito of the Cutturgttriaus and Uctai|pirian8 aft too mitiuW 
and 'tSw harsii* 

- t Piodt^ius (Gmk. L iv. c. 19.). His verbal message (be 
an lUaMie Barbanaa) is deltveted as an epifde. Xhes^iili Wtege^ Sgiilik 
tive, and origtiMd. 

Vot. V* 
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d|yt^ «M(i iw^ lie «t«lf>s)«xl 6|f «he^ mmc *«. ' 

HitKttW txH^inid ^verty of the MMtli. ' SAt lift!' htutt ftitici 
Sefcii<toiii^«f7pean to h«v« , %t m*y a^. tM 

fffWtoskm' of tM’sitin#'^^^ tT*eh’tt«me«»*‘trtbw;"’ , 
bM^«t w adverw, liieri one common feAguag:e {i<' 

sfld liatrAi and irre|ui»f)3tid were feflon’rt by this 
blince of their folln, adtifh dmiated from the iWfittliy 
apphnehed widiout att&ir<in»’'th« Ihfryetaiaw 
Mkd 'Acfr complesion of the German. Fotir thonisaiN! shi 
liiimidT«d ttMtges* wete Mattered wirfer ^e ptot h a o O t 'tf 
ibltSla «tid Poland; and their hots were hastily tOogh 

lltnber.'iti a country deficient both rrrstone and Iron. 

Miv or rather ooncemled in the depth of foresfcs, on die hahfel 
of rivers, or the edge of moranseK, we rmy not perhaps, witife 
00 frattery, compare tbemto tlw ardiitecture ofrtheheamA^ 
winch they resembled in a double Issue, to the htid and 
water, for Uk escape of tlie savage iniiahitaht, «A MdTAel 
kse cleanly, less diHgent, and less social, than th0 mamlHmt 
0ndntped«. The ^ilrty of the soil, rather than the feiboo# 
0 the natives, sufrptied the rustic plenty Of tiie SclavoniMns* 
IRielr sheep and homed cattle were large And nuin^OB, and 
tfie fieids which they sowed with millet and panic t, afforded 
hi the piaee of bread, a coarse and less nuttitive food. Thtl 
hscesaant rapine of their neighliowrs compelled them to boty 
dlia treasore in the earth : but on the ap]>earance of & stiwngept 
It'ivas fredy imparted by a people whose tmfavoutable dm* 
fieter k qualified by the epithets of chaste, patient, aiidiiosiii 
pithide. As their snjMeme god, they »fored in inviribll* 
tnoster of U» thunder. The rivers and the nymphs c^fakied 
ilieir subordinate honours, and the popular worship wga 
fsrpressed in tows and sacrifice, l^e Sclaironians dMahM4 
ib obey a despot, a prince, or even a tnagietrate^ but tbeif 
tfxpelienee was too narrow, their passiOBs too hendakron^li 

<*W.. ‘ ‘ 

• sum is result of a particular list, i|i a curious Sfii, %pnilnt if 
tfie year ilouy in tim of Mitim, ” Hie ohseure |}|j| 

iilieiS^p^olillnna the patience ofthe fboullt ^ 

^ti89A '^be Fieidi biinistcr ol^ien loses bimsdf in t wbidi 

Ijute i^xQbaiid i^^kgui^^ . 

t Ponicuin miKum. See Columella, 1, ii. c. 9. p, 430. <dit. Gcwlerv 
Hist. Nsrtor. aviii. 24, 2.5. 'Xke Samtatinns ninde m p^p M 
i^bM or blood-. In wsetihh of 
bee 

and Miller. 





hkw, mi 

vilify,, . 

ttil^ m, V4ll4g« exktmim ^^•<se|i;M»f^>yJ^iiW wi*' 

wkm vm^ cqiiiU,H^aip^l^^ Th^yjof^^^^ 
dmmi naked, nn4 exc^|>t m mwi^\dy ni)^ : 
PiO^iii^ ifcefensive awour: linnr .^eappng 
b^^a flww orsmaU poisoixed 4 |rovt\ and f long 
liih^ dejctrously U^ew froin a distance, and«^n^tan|M 
ttfmv emmy in a inaning noos^ In the fieldi^^f^e Scli^fllljai 
ii|j|An^y>)«a« dangierouli by^tbeir speed, agiUty^ apd 
itMyr avi^atnf tliey dlvtjd* tliey remained under waber, dr^jyjn^ 
Ibek breatb through a hollow cane ; and a river or lak^ w§i, 
<s^bP 9 i scene of their Mususpected ambuscade* thejH^ 
ww 4lie an?bievements of spies or stragglers ; the nailil^iy 
ait was miknown to the Sdavonians] their name was obr 
s®ui^, and their conquests were inglori<in3 *^ . 

rl have inarked the faint and general outline of the Sclgvof 
aians and Bulgarians, witlipnt attempting to define thiw 
immediate boundariesi which were not accurately known ot 
reapocted by the Barbarians themselves. Their importance 
was measured by their vicinity to the empire » and the lev# 
country of Moldavia and Walachia was occupied by the 
Fatses t} a Sclav onian tribe* which swelled the fitlea of Juatir 
nian with an epithet of conquest ;{:* Against tine Antee he 
greeted the fortificatious of the lower Danube ; and labompd 
tp aectue the alliance of a people ses^ed ip direct ebann# 
jdf imrthero imindation, an interval of two hundred mil«f 
between the mountains of IVansylvania ai# t^e JSujrine apw, 


* For the mmo and nation, the situation and inanners, qf the Sdavj^ 
niaas, see the original evidence of tlit viih century, in Prtk^opins (OhS. 
$G, i. iii. c. ^.) land fite emperor Maurkius or Maurice (Stiaii^ 

f en^. i, ii. c. S. apu4 Mascou, Annotar. xxxl). The iitruht^aa ^ 
IMnrice have been printed only, as I understand, at the end of Scheffer^s 
of Taettoi, Jit UfHial, l(i04 (Fabrici Btblio«» I. 

tv. c. % tom. iii p. SIS.), a scarce, and hitherto, ta me, an soaccossible 
beok. 

t Abtls eornm fortissnni .... Tayaii qni rapidtis et voiticostis in Hiidi 
dt^olfittvWwmmcbs, c. h. pr 1D4. edit Muriiti»,dpiW>|>i||(i, 
I. lit. dv|4. ft de £di%. h iv. c, 7.). Yet the same Procopin^ mem* 
tidiis tike Ooms and Hons as neighbours, TtiTsvwTaL to the banfibe (de 
Edific. 1. iv. c. 1.), 

t the national tide of Antkm, in the Utm and inscriptions of Jisti* 
nmtmm iidopted by his successors, and is jnstiM by the pons Jbpde^ 
h ^^*)* It Md stiaiisely pwitod th« awlMs sd #e 
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'Hft' , UISTOlliK|»<V{rt^^llW%n^ VAIT. 

^^pITflie KW» wwWbJ pa w tr tiid incitiM^^8iem^<%jr 
Wt 4he 4ig^t- armed SdaVitidans^ < m 

with almwt ei{«»4 «f)eed the ftiet% 
1fe()i the Bu^ariur^iofae. The payment of one pkoe of ^ 
gMiar «a«)l «(4dier,.pruOBred a safe and easy retreat Unoogh 
' m'^ciistliiiy of the^py«, who commanded tlie fKi9Sg(|-ej of 
^'<3 m tipper 4^(ihe*> The hopesor fears of the ^i’bai!iatio>; 
-Himp inttMtine uttkm or discord ; the accklent of a feoam^'ttr 
liiUoar atieam^ the pR>s[)ect ot harvest or vintaift t*^ 
|VMpenty ortltstrewof the Romans ; were the cauaes wMi 
*|lMduced %e uniforiti repetition of anniwl visits f^tedioae m 
■<ife narrarive, jind destructive in the event The same year, 
liltd poteibly the tome month, in which Ravenna surreiidetod, 
%li‘tnarked hy aa invasion of the Huns or Bulgarians/ so 
dtladful, tliat it almott effaced the memory of their past 
inioads. I'hey spread from the suburbs of Con-stantinopie 
10 die loniaA guiph, destroyed thirty -two cities or ca&ti®, 
eruHd* Potidsla, which Athens had built and Philip had 
’jbesfeged,- and rqijassed the Danabe, d ragging at' their horfen’ 
iwida one hundred and twenty thousand of the stthjecte of 
^^Rtinian. In a subtoquent inroad they pierced the wali> ef 
tile Thraoian Ciiersonesns, extirpated the habitations and the 
inhabitants, boid^ naversed the Hellespont, and returned to 
4hidr co<npanioils> laden with tlie spoils of Asia. An»thtr 
i ynr t y,' which seemed a multitude in the eyes of the Rotnwto, 
iMfUetinied, without opposition, from the streightii of ’{’belt- 
UDopyito 'to the isthmus of Corinth ; and the lasWruin 
€liie«oeh8S appeared an object too minute ibr tlie attention Uf 
• 11181017 . The worka which the emperor raised tor the pro- 
tdbtioo/bat at t^ expence, of his subjects, served only to 
'dbseltiBe the weakness of some neglected part; and the w^s, 
^ich by flattery had been deemed impregnable, Weit elthi^ 
drafted by the garrison, or scaled by the Barbarians*. . TBme 
thousand Sclavonians who insolently divided themselves into 
hnad«>, discovered tlie weaknes.'t and mitory ofa.' tFtuto* 
Iffudit wiilfn. They passed the Danu^ and';the fbtkmh, 
feqgpijgM the Boman geoeralii iwl^d ^^ to bppdk* 

• pp«iftiipm»,Gotb. I. jv. C.S5. , 

^ ^ iiiinMl 'of t&e Hufis if Cfitihccted, hj Pi^(e»ipig», ; .'per- 

•' iMliMInrtf tor<i^!r!Nc»t. ii;'*(r4.)ir p. 13% 

ffuui his pfedtfcessor some early tocis. f ■ ■■ v ... u 



'’fpi^bgnamtmA |<Jiind«red< with 

<«n<^ 'l^racv, «iK^:iof which hs4 arnuiaiHi ouuihcif!^<^^#lP^ 
whkrlm their sonteniptiMe assiilants. Whs^vef: pntifWtth^ 
i>ol4iieait uf tbe heiuvonians tnaj^ odasertie. it hsulUi^ hjr ^ 
^Rtofi and deliibemte cruelty which <they are , wsctMtAieff 
emmiWBti an their prisoners. WithoubditAiBettoit laC ntiMt, 
the captives were imimledcr jS(iye4«l^<ti:ar 
•Mlieifdeti between four posts^and heatea with clulw tiUnliwQr 
WKpiawhtir inclosed in some spaciotw buUdiog, uid 
pehsh in the flames with the spoil and cattle which tn^it 
iinpede..the march of these savage victors*. Periiapsattop^ 
mspartial narrative would reduce the number, and qwdify die 
natum,* of these horrid acts; and they might sometimts-he 
excused by the cruel laws of retaliation. In the siege <«f 
Topiras +, whose obstinate defence had enraged the Sclavio- 
nians, Xiiey massacred fifteen thousand males; but diey 
epared tlie women and children ; the most valuable capAvres 
wenj always reserved for labour or ransom : the servitndk.was 
nert rigorous, and tlte terms of their deliverance were specif 
and moderate- But the subject, or the historian of Justinian, 
•xlialed lus just indignation in the language of complaint ai|d 
reproach: and Procopius lias confidently aflirraed> that inw 
reign of tiuny-two years, each annual iproad of Uie Barbir 
vians consumed two Uundrwl thousand of tlie iiiluihitaittonf 
(he Roman empire The entire populatiou of Turkiih 
Europe; which nearly corresponds witii the proviaoes .pf 
^uininiain would perhaps he incapable of supplying, 
milUoiisof persons, the result of this incredible estimate t*# 
In tlie.midst of tliese obscure calamities, Europe ie|t-the 
shock of a revolution, which first revealed to the world (||e 
, name nnd nation of theTuBKs. Like Eotnulus, the Totu)^ 
»of idiat martial people was suckled by a she>wol^ who alMt' 

awards made him |4e &ilicr of a numerous progeny i amldte 

♦ The cruelties of the Sclnronians ere related op magnilied by Procopitis 
ICtotk I* ui. €. 98,)/ for their mild and I fherah behaviour to thetr fili* 

a}»|K^ai to tlie autborityjfoinewhal; more recent, of 
peror MauricdCSirataiem. I ii. c. 6.), 

t vm titnhie near Philippi in Thmce, 

to ihe of Thasos, twelve days, journey from Constantmo|Klt (Celiariusi 
tom. i p. 878. 840.)* ^ * 

4 ^ matevntent t^mnoy of th^Aoecdoto fc 

jawNF> tml tiw fwinew •owh of tb«J>ao»Nte tbs smik d * 

^ydiiaa wiKfaWMi ” : , 



Mint jn sA* 

p)p3lKrm<i -«l|i « meiamyi-- m iwtlw- :*iij:g»teii' »li« : idieai,'4f. « i 
hm invet^r witkoot. any snuiitiHil ii>ier#oui!i% 
kf. ol .iatHiqft and tbo«e Scythia. At ihe 

afMMitUBcc «tf.itwni)MNu»n«i miles iVoai tlie C!i»{^> the 
I^thc Ollinea^ anA^the Bengal saas^ a lidgc of laoiia^auu . 
iai«oiiBpicBfln«, tile <en|i»i ani fwhaps the summit^ of dUMf 
ail*|Moh in die language of diffiNrent nations; has boenaigiieid 
imaus^and Caf %.in*d Altaic aBdthetGddeu MounfaatSyai*d 
•'dini^Giitdle 'of the Ettitb. The sides of the hillt taere.]H»o~ 
-dbutiye of minerals ; and the iron forges far the fMiiyHwe «tf 
wecc exercised by the Turks^ the most despised fXNrtknii 
of ,tt»e. slaves of the great khan of the Geougrii. But their 
aonritude eould only last till a leader, bold and eiegueii^^ 
tiaiwid arise, to persoade hit countrymen that the suaur wuii 
wbich'ndiey foiged for their masters, miglit become, in their 
o«* hands> the instruments of freedom and victory^ - Thttf 
aaitiedfrom the inoaHtaia ^ ; a sceptre was the reward of his 
•pdvioet and th« annual ceremony, in whieh a piece of iron 
was heated in the lire,aud a smith’s hammer was sooeeasively 
handled by tlie prince and iiis nobles, recorded lor ages the 
hpmble pefession #nd rational pride of tbe Turkish uatiofi, 
Bertceaoa, tlieir first leader, dgiialized their vidouc and ihs 
ofA in aucceisful combats against the neighbooring tdhasi; 

when he presunted to ask in marriage tbe daiigbter.df the 
|{|pw khan, the insolent demand of a slave and a'lnechasdc 
^vpaacwijiemptaously rejected. The dhgcaoe was eXfa«ud% 






j/ frtim Caf lo Caf; wbichu mw 

ply of ipe Mahometans, the boFis of mPunt Caf is an emerald, whose 
llllleGtKm prodocet the azofo of the tkf. The memtciiiit is enil^e# ^h 
^ ihitive i^ctioo iji its roots or nerves; apd their 

of God, is the cause of earthquakes (DT!crbelot, p. 2S0, 231.). 

> Tilt iiheitan iron is the best wkI most plentM itr theifcildff 
'^the southern parts, above sixty mines are now workesd by the industry of the 
Euastaiis (Strahl©nb«rg, Hist, of Siberia, p. 342. 3B7. Voyngeen Sibe^ie, 
|ie»i4*Ailhi^ €hapfier#Atttoroche, p. bO$^6GB. edit. ^ ttutO. Jlilltstef^ll, 
^ tf Thu Tilfkt odwred iron tor sale; Hwaii 


with strange ohstipacy, persisted in helkviug that it was hM ia an4 

t Of Ifgaim-kim (Ahulghati Khany l^st^X^xiealogiqtke 4es Tatars, P. ii. 
C. 5>. p. 71-^72. c, 13. p. The tmdition of the of the 430 

Mksitlkkii^hny the mnntnins, sttpnts with tMChittW fle^s 

. df«l(!Hiiki<ttnry<of &el aikd Turks (put Ctoig^es, ttxu. ^ 

and the twenty genemiimis, &om their restgration to ^ 



« «{liii<iic«- tvjtfa ft fitiMMtf 

iMitite whieli iblmoct iti# 

in Tartafynhe Hew 

ciiipir© of the Turks, They mgoed over iht ttiisi) ? 

\ltey etmfapiseds.tlte vitaiiy of ooSiqiiesCi by diek faliliijSt' 
art&cdaeierit to the oioiintain of tbesr iktheil^ Tiie ^raylA' 
enwBipment seldom tost sight of mooat fiNKn wlieiioH 
the^^iiet iftish desceruls to water the rtob pastures of thH 
which nourish the largest sheep ^lul oxen in iMv 
world, 1%e soilis fruitftii, the chmate mild and tempe«* 
rale: the hsippy region was ignorant of^carthquake and pes«^ 
iileuce; the eioferor’s throne was turned towards the eaSV 
aii<la geUen wolf on the top of a spear seemed to guard the 
ecHtaiice of his tent One of the successors of Berte^nh 
lemptad by the luxury and superstition of China ; ba^ 
hbdesign of bnildiirg cities and temples was deikated by ttm 
siatpie wisdoftt of a Barbarian counaelliSr» Tlw Turk*,'' hf 
Sttid> are not equal in snumber to one hundredth part of the 
inhalutami of China, If we balance their power, and 
ehide their armies, it is because we wander witiiout a^iy 
^ haWtationt, in tiie exercise of war and hunting. Are 
♦* wru ttrottg f we advance and conquer: are we feeble f- we 
« tedie and are concealed. Should the Turks cOnhne 
** fOlves within the Walls of cities, the loss of a buttle would 
tht daitructiOii of their empire. I’he Bons^es preacif 
" Ooiy patiuiiw, twmihty, and the Tenuaciation of the^ 
Wallddya&^ O king! is not the religion of hehoeti^'" 
They tlitertfti tied with less reluctance, the doctrines of Zoiw^- 
aiMt>| vhiH the greaiasi part of the nation acquiesced; without 
intiawyi ik ihe opitiiona, or rather ill the practide, of thefe 
awrMnduiih The lionwitrs of tacrifice were reserved for tMH^ 
deity; they acknowledged, in rude hymns, th^ 
dUtgiaitiWa W the air, the dre^ the water, and the eartii ; ‘ auiH 
their priests derived some profit from the art of divination. 
Their *«tnwri|leii tawa were rigorous and io^artial : theft was 
pufttilicd by a tenfold l^ltutimi : adultery; trea^n, hbd 
ikiiii Am no chastisement could be 

cow 


die CalmuyH h 

’iP noUJi« of the 

i the scccma volume ul the ExAffiw 


[W^torkg, 

I Bistort, p. 53 

translAfoV Htt' eiiku|fid liid D 

version ' ' 



wmstm wAtt 

m^tre for the far© ami ^imixpiable guilt of ecmafdjc?©* ?Af 
ilht rtfltious mafched under the standard of the 

farkii fifc eavalryj both men and hones, were proudly 
loappisted by miiltoasi one of their effective armies cpjw 
ifsiii of four bundreil thousand soldiers, and in less t(mn* 
1% years they were oonnected in peace and war nirfi fbc 
Bomans, the Persians, and the Chinese. In tlteir northern 
limits, some vestige may be discovered of the fortn and situ^ 
ilion of Kaintchatka, of a people of hunters and ffsbermen# 
whose sledges were drawn by clogs, and whose habitations 
were buried in tlie earth. The Turks were ignorant of ts^ 
#onomy ; but the observation taken by some learned Chi^ 
aese, with a gnomon of eight feet, fixes the royal camp in 
the latitude of forty-nine degrees, and marks their extreme 
Ingress within three, or at least ten degrees, of the polar 
eirclc Among their southern conquests, the most splen- 
did was that of the Kepthalites or white Huns, a polite and 
Warlike people, w'ho possessed the commercial cities of 
Bochara and Samarcand, who had vanquished the Persian 
monarch, and carried their victorious arms along the banks, 
and perhaps to the mouth, of the Indus. On the side of the 
west, the Turkish cavalry advanced to the lake M metis* They 
passed that lake on the ice. The khan who dwelt at the foot 
of mount Altai, issued his commands for the seige of iBos- 
pbomsf, a city, the voluntary subject of Rome, and wbpse 
princes had formerly been the friends of Athens J. To die 
mt, the Turks inv^ed China, as often as the vigour of the 
government was relaxed" : and I am tau^l to read in tire 
toiy of the times, that they mowed down their patseot etp- 
mies like hemp or grass and that the mandarins applauded 
llie wisdom of an etiiperor who repulsed these B^barians 
lidtti golden lances. This extent of savagt empire Oompeiled 
die Tiuki^ monarch to establish three subordi|]ate|))rui^ 


* Vtideloti, p. tat. 15t. The though it striotbr bebags to a suho^ 
dtnm and succetiii^e tribe, nmy be introduced heie* 
f BrObepiws, Bmk- l i e. is. i. ii. c. 3. PejsaviM (Qhaervmem «uf 
le$ Pea^ ihrbties, p. too.) defiaes the diiiHilce b^wteu Csfa end 
the old hdiphoriw at iv) long Tartar leagues. 

}Alt| kii aMeiaair ofM.de Bose (Mein. defAcademk^Iosci^tious. 
34^^ Aid toedalsof the Cknaucrian Bu»- 

jiite; aai^ kNl^ide 0 f Aibens, m theOianonof Demosthm^agW 

Lej^nci (iuRe^e, Oiator. Omc* tom.!, p. 436, 437.). 



dF kdllAK' ElftFlife'.'; “ 

his mn bibod, who soon forgot their gratittide and altegt^V. 
IX’ie conquerors werb enervated by lujrary, wjtob' is at^ys 
fatal except to an industrious people; the pl^y of China 
iblicited the vanquished nations to resume their indepehd^ 
encg; and the power of the Turks was limhed to a peiiod of 
two hundred years. The revival of their name and domiriioni 
in the southern countries of Asia, are the events of a later 
age; and the dynasties, which succeeded to their native 
realms, may sleep in oblivion; since their history bears no 
relation to the decline and fall of the Roman empire*. 

In the rapid career of conquest, the Turks attacked aOd 
subdued the nation of the Ogors or Varcbonitcs on the batiks 
of the river Til, which derived the epithet of black from its 
dark water or gloomy forests f. The khan of the Ogors was 
slain with three hundred thousand of his subjects, and their 
bodies were scattered over the space of four days' journey : 
their Burviving countrymen acknowledged the strength andl 
mercy of the Turks; and a small portion, about twenty thou- 
sand warriors, preferred exile to servitude. They followed 
the well-known road of the Volga, cherished the error of the 
nations who had confounded them with the Avabs, antj 
spread the terror of that false though famous appellation, 
which had not, however, saved its lawful proprietors from 
the yoke of the Turks After a long and victorious march, 
the new Avars arrived at the foot of mount Caucasus, in the 
country of the AUini^ and Circassians, where they first heard 

• For the origin and revolutions of the first Turkkh empire, the Chinese 
details are borrowed from De (inignt-s (Hist, des Huns, tom. i. P. iii p* 
367— 46e.) and Visdelou (Supplement a la Bibliothcque Orient d’Herbe- 
lot, p. I he Greek or Roman hints are gatheied in Menander 

(p. 108— I'64.) and Theopbylart Sirnocatta (I. vii. c. 7, 6 ). 

t The river 'I'il, or Tula, according to the geography of De Gui^nes 
(torn. i. partii. p, Iviii. and 3.‘>i ), is a small, though grateful stream of the 
desert, that falls into the Orhon, Selinga, &c. Sec Pell, Journey from^ 
Pctersbnrgh to Pekin (vol. ii. p. 124.) ; yet his own dcscj ijilion of the 
Keat, down ’which he sailed into the Oby, rcj)re.sL’nts the name and attri- 
butes of the Hack river (p. 139.). 

J Theopbylact, I. vli. c. 7, 8. And yet his Avars are invisible evern 
to the eyes of M. de Onignes; and what can be more iillutirious than the 
faiie f I’he right of the fugitive Ogors to that national apppljation 
fessed by the Turks themselves (Menander, p. 1 OB,). -v 

^ The Alatti ate &tiU found in the Genealogical History of the Tartars 
(p. bl7-)t aad in d’AnviUe’s maps. They opposed the nwch of 
rals of round the Caspian sea, and were averilirowm in a great wtfe 
(Hiit. dc Geagtscan^ L W. c* 9» p« 447.)* ' ’ 
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df the splendour and weakness of the Roman empire. Th^jr 
Humbly r€i|u^led tHeir confederate, the prince of the Alani, 
to lead theiJIb this source of riches ; and their ambassador^ 
with the permission of the governor of Lazica, was transported 
by the Euxine sen to Constantinople. The whole city was 
poured forth to behold with curiosity and terror the aspect 
of a strange people; their long hair, which hung in tresses 
down their backs, was gracefully bound with ribbons, but 
the rest of their habit appeared to imitate the fashion of the 
Huns. When they were admitted to the audience of Jus- 
tiiffeti, Candish, the first of the ambassadors, addressed the 
Roman emperor in these terms: You see before you, O 
'' mighty prince, the representatives of the strongest and 
mojst populous of nations, the invincible, the irresistible 
Avars. We are willing to devote ourselves to your ser- 
vice : we are able to vanquish and destroy all the enemies 
who now disturb your repose. But we expect, as the price 
of our alliance, as the reward of our valour, precious gifts, 
annual subsidies, and fruitful possessions.’^ At the time of 
this embassy, Justinian had reigned above thirty, he had lived 
above seventy-rfive years : his mind, as well as his body, was 
ffeeble and languid ; and the conqueror of Africa and Italy, 
careless of the permanent interest of his people, aspired only 
to end his days in the bosom even of inglorious peace. In n 
studied oration, he imparted to the senate his resolution to dis^ 
scmble the insult, and to purchase the friendship of the Avars; 
and the whole senate, like the mandarins of China, applauded 
the incomparable wisdom and foresight of their sovereign. 
The instruments of luxury were immediately prepared to cap- 
tivate the Barbarians; silken garments, soft and splendid 
beds, and chains and collars incrusted with gold. The ambas- 
sadors, content with such liberal reception, departed from 
Constantinople, and Valentin, one of the emperor’s guards, 
was sent with a similar character to their camp at the foot of 
moqpt Caucasus. As their destruction or their success must 
ht aUke advmitageous to the empire, he persuaded them to 
invtdc the enemies of Rome ; and they were easily tempted, 
by gifts and pmmises, to gratify their ruling inclinations. 
iWse fugitives, who fled tefore the Turkish arms, passed 
the timeis and Roiysthenes, and boldly adtanced intp tiup 
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fe«att of ^ollind and Germany^ violating the law of na^oiiSj 
and abustog the rights of victory. Before |pn years had 
eli^psefl^ their camps were seated on the Danube and the 
£lbe^ many Bulgarian and Sclavonian names were obliterated 
frorf the earthy and the remainder of their tribes are found, 
as tributaries and vassals, under the standard of the Avars. 
The chagan, the peculiar title of their king, still affected to 
cultivate the friendship of the emperor; and Justinian en- 
tertained some thoughts of fixing them in Pannonia to ba- 
lance the prevailing power of the Lombards. But the virtut 
or treachery of an Avar betrayed the secret enmity and am- 
bitious designs of their countrymen ; and they loudly com- 
plained of the timid, though jealous policy of detaining their 
ambassadors, and denying the arms which they had been al- 
lowed to purchase in the capital of the empire^. 

Perhaps the apparent change in the dispositions of the em- 
perors, may be ascribed to the embassy which was received 
from the conquerors of the Avars The immense distance 
which eluded their arms, could not extinguish their resent- 
ment: the Turkish ambassadors pursued the footsteps of the 
vanquished to the Jaik, the Volga, mount Caucasus, the 
Buxine, and Constantinople, and at length appeared before 
the successor of Constantine, to request that he would not 
espouse the cause of rebels and fugitives. Even commerce 
had some share in this remarkable negociation : and the 
Sogdoites, who were now the tributaries of the Turks, em- 
braced the fair occasion of opening, by the north of the 
Caspian, a new road for the importation of Chinese silk into 
the Roman empire. The Persian, who preferred the naviga- 
tion of Ceylon, had stopped the caravans of Bochara aud 
Samarcand : their silk was contemptuously burnt : some 
Turkish ambassadors died in Persia, with a suspicion of poi- 
son ; and the great khan permitted his faithful vassal Ma- 


* The embassies and first conquests of the Avars may be read in Menan- 
der (ExcerauLegat. p.^, lOO, lOl, 154, 155.). Tbeophancs (p. ig§.), the 
rastoria Miscelta (I, xvi, p. 109.), and Gregory of Tours (L iv. c. ftp, 
m the Historians of France, tom. ii. p. 314 SI7.). 

t Theophaoes (Chron. p. S 04 .) and ihe Hist. Mitcella (1. xvi. p. lio.), 
a* underttood by De Gui^nes (tom. i. part ii. p. 354.), appear to tpeakvf 
a faitehembtusy to Justinian himwilf; butthatof Manlach, in the fourth 
of hit luccetsor Justin, is positively the first that reached Cmtaa 
tinople (Menander, p. 108.). 
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pritic^'of the Sogdoites, to propose, At Ibe Bjrtaiif 
tine e9prt, n^reaty of alliance against ihet#eoni 0 ion eneoHes. 
T^ir splendid apparel and rich presents, the fruit of diiental 
)-gXttry, distinguished Maniacb and hU colleagues from tfee 
l^e savages of the north : their letters, in the Scyt|;iian 
cl^racter and language, announced a people who bad at- 
tained the rudiments of science : they enumerated the con- 
guests, they offered the fritnidship and military aid, of the 
7]urks; and t||cir sincerity was attested by direful impreca- 
tjpns (if they were guilty of falsehood) against their own 
head, and the head of Disabul their master. The Greek 
prince entertained with hospitable regard the ambassadors of 
A remote and powerful monarch: the sight of silk-worms and 
looms disappointed the hopes of the Sogdoites; the emperor 
renounced, or seemed to renounce, the fugitive Avars, but 
he accepted the alliance of the Turks; and the ratification 
of the treaty was carried by a Roman minister to the loot of 
mount Altai. Under the successors of Justinian, the friend- 
ship of the two nations was ciiliivaicd by frequent and cordial 
intercourse; the most favoured vassals were permitted to imi- 
tate the example of the great khan, and one hundred and six 
Turks, who, on various occasions, bad visited Constantinople, 
departed at the same time for their native country. The 
duration and length of the journey from the Byzantine couit 
to mount Altai, arc not specified : it might have been diffi- 
cult to murk a road through the nameless deserts, the moun- 
tains, rivers, and morasses of Tartary ; but a curious account 
has been preserved of the reception of the Roman ambassa- 
dors at the royal camp. After they had been purified with 
fire and incense, according to a rite still practised under the 
sons of Zingis, they were introduced to the presence of Disa- 
bul. In a valley of the Golden Mountain, they found the 
great khan in his tent, seated in a chair with wheels, to 
which an horse might be occasionally harnessed^ As soon 

* Tbe Russians have found characters, rude liieroglynhics, on the Irtish 
and Yenisei, on* medals, tombs, idols, rocks, obelisks, Arc. (Strahlenberg, 
Hist of Siberia, p. 324.346, 40l|; 429.). Dr, Hyde (de Reli^ione V^eterum 
Ptrsafuilii p, 591, ^rc ) has given two alpiiabets of f'hibet and of the Ey- 
gours. 1 have long harbourt^ a sns|Hcion that alf the Scythian, and tome, 
wrhajps mttcAt of the Indian science, was dei ived from the Greeks of 
Bactnana. ' . 



mf4hey k^ dfli^ered their presents, which were received by 
IMTopei ofi&Wrsj they cxpased, in a Serid 

pf the Roman eoape^or, that victory might atiend the 
arms <4,,the ,Xm‘.kj3, that their reign might be long and pros- 
p|rpns^ and that a strict alliance, without envy or deceit, 
«might for ever be;tnaintained between the two most powerful 
nations of the earth. The answer ofvDisabul corresponded 
with these friendly professions, and the ambassadors were 
seated by his side, at a banquet which lasted the greatest 
part of the day : the tent was surrounded with silk hangings, 
and a tartar liquor was served on the table, which possessed 
?it least the intoxicating qualities of wine. The entertainment 
of the succeeding day was more sumptuous ; the silk hangings 
of the second tent were embroidered in various figures; and 
the royal seat, the cups, and the vases, were of gold. A third 
pavilion was supported by columns of gilt wood ; a bed of 
pure and massy gold was raised on four peacocks of the same 
metal: and before the entrance of the tent, dishes, basons, 
and statues of solid silver and admirable art, were ostenta- 
tiously piled in waggons, the monuments of valour rather 
than of industry. When Disabul led his armies against the 
frontiers of Persia, his Roman allies followed many days the 
marcli of the Turkish camp, nor were they dismissed till 
th6y had enjoyed their precedency over the envoy of the 
gjeat king, whose loud and intemperate clamours interrupted 
liie silence of the royal banquet. The power and ambi- 
tion of Chosroes cemented the union of the Turks and Ro- 
mans, who touched his dominions on either side : but those 
distant nations, regardless of each other, consulted the dic- 
tates of interest, without recollecting the obligations of oaths 
and treaties. While the successor of Disabul celebrated his 
fiatbePs obsequies, he was saluted by the ambassadors of the 
emperor Tiberius, who proposed an invasion of Persia, and 
spsUined with firmness, the angry, and perhaps the just, re- 
ptoaefaes of that haughty Barbarian. You see my ten fin- 
gers,” said the great khan, and he applied them to his 
mouth. You Romans speak with as many tongues^ but 
** they are tongues of deceit and perjury. I'o me you liold 
^ one .language^ to my subjects another; and the nations 
are successively deluded by your perfidious eloquence, 
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^ You precipitate jrimf alUcs mtawtr tod danger^ you 

laboujra^ luid ycm oegkcl jour bemlbetora. Hasten 
^ your retunii inform your masler^that a Turk h incapable 
of uttering or forgiving falseboodi and that be shall 
speedily meet the punishment which he deserves. Wh^e 
be solicits my friendship with flattering and hollow wordf^ 

** be is sunk to a confederate of my fugitive Varchonites. 
If I condescend to march against those contemptible 
slavesj they will tremble at the sound of our whips ; they 
will be trampled^ like a nest of ants^ under the feet of my 
innumerable cavalry. I am not ignorant of the road which 
^ they have followed to invade your empire ; nor can I be 
deceived by the vain pretence, that mount Caucasus is the 
** impregnable barrier of the Romans. I know the course 
** of the Niester, the Danube^ and the Hebrus; the most 
warlike nations have yielded to the arms of the Turks; 
and from the rising to the setting sun, the earth is my in* 

** heritance.” Notwithstanding this menace, a sense of mu- 
tual advantage soon renewed the alliance of the Turks and 
Romans; but the pride of the great khan survived his re- 
sentment; and when he announced an important conquest 
to his friend the emperor Maurice, he styled himself the 
master of the seven races, and the lord of the seven climates 
of the world 

Disputes have often arisen between the sovereigns of Asia, 
for the title of king of the world; while ihe contest has 
proved that it could not belong to either of the competitors. 
The kingdom of the Turks was bounded by the Oxus or 
Gihon ; and Touran was separated by that great river from 
the rival monarchy of Iran, or Persia, w hich, in a smaller 
compass, contained perhaps a larger measure of power and 
population. The Persians, who alternately Invaded and 
repulsed the Turks and the Romans, were still ruled by the 
house of ^Sassan, which ascended the throne three hundred 
years before the accession of Justinian. His contemporary^ 
Cabades, or Kobad, had been successful in war agaitisi ihe 

• All the details of these Turkish and Rom^n embassies, so curloUs in 
the blatoiy of human manners, are drawm from the Extracts of MeVMbdcr 
(p* lOfl— UO. iflr— i04.), in which we often regret 

of order and connection. ♦ 
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emperor Aoiuitaaiiis: but the reiga of that prince was diit* 
Uacted by eiviJi^eiid religious troubles. A prisoner in #ie 
hands of his subjects ; an exile among the enemies of Per* 
sia; he recovered his liberty by prostituting the honour of 
his wife^ and regained his kingdom with the dangerous and 
mercenary aid of the Barbaiians^ who had slain his father. 
His nobles were suspicious that Kobad never forgave the 
authors of his expulsion^ or even those of his restoration. 
The people was deluded and inflamed by the fanaticism 
of Mazdak who asserted the community of women f, and 
the equality of mankind^ whilst he appropriated the richest 
lands and most beautiful females to the use of his sectaries. 
The view of these disorders^ which had been fomented by his 
laws and example embittered the declining age of the 
Persian monarch; and his fears were increased by the con- 
sciousness of his design to reverse the natural and customary 
order of successionj in favour of his third and most favoured 
son, so famous under the names of Chosroes and Nushirvan. 
To render the youth more illustrious in the eyes of the 
nations, Kobad was desirous that he should be adopted by 
the emperor Justin: the hope of peace inclined the Byzan- 
tine court to accept this singular proposal; and Chosroes 
might have acquired a specious claim to the inheritance of 
his Roman parent. But the future mischief was diverted 
by the advice of the quaestor Proclus; a difficulty was 
started, whether the adoption should be performed as a 
civil or military rite^; the treaty was abruptly dissolved; 

• See d’Herbelot (Bibliot Orient, p. 563. Q29.); Hyde (de Relig^ione 
Vet. Persamm, c. 21. p. 290, 291. )> Pocock (Specimen Hist. Arab, p 70, 
71.) ; Eutycbins (Annal. tom. ii. p. 176.); I’exeira (in Stevens, Hist, of 
Persia, 1. 1. c. 34.). 

t The fame of the new law for the community of women wa* soon 
propagated in Syria (Asseman. Bibliot. Orient, tom. iii. p. 402 ) and 
Greece (Procop. Persic. 1. i. c. 5.). 

% He offered his own wife and sister to the prophet ; but the prayers of 
Nushirvan saved his mother, and the indignant monarch never forgave 
the humiliation to which his fllial piety stooped : pedes tuos deoscu. 
latoi (said .he to Mazdak), cujus fxtor adhuc nares occupat (Pooack, 
Specimen Hist. Arab. p. 71.)* 

§ Procopius, Persic, 1. i. c. 11. Was not Proclus over-wise? Was 
not the danger imaginary ?— The excuse^ at least, was injurious to a 
nation not ignorant of letters ; y •ol wiim itoMvrm 

«XX* e)tx»s e'xtvti. Whether any mode i)f adoption was practiiied ip 
Persia^ I much doubt. 



59® HISTORY OY i*HE » FAIL 

the sense of this indignity suhk deep into the mind of 
diosrocs, who had already advanced to tllte Tigris on bis 
road to Constantinople. His father did not long survive the 
disappointment of his wishes: the testament of their <le- 
ceiised sovereign was read in the assembly of the nobles; 
and a powerful faction, prepared for the event, and regard- 
less of the priority of age, exalted Chosroes to the throne of 
Peti^ia. He filled that throne daring a prosperous period of 
forty-eight years'*^; and the justice of Nushirvan is cele- 
brated as the theme of immortal praise by the nations of the 
East. 

But the justice of kings is understood by themselves, and 
even by their subjects, with an ample indulgence for the 
gratification of passion and interest. The virtue of Chosroes 
was that of a conqueror, wdio, in the measures of peace and 
war, is excited by ambition and restrained by prudence; 
who confounds the greatness with the happiness of a nation, 
and calmly devotes the lives of thousands to the fame, or 
even the amusement, of a single man. In his domestic ad- 
ministration, the just Nushirvan would merit, in our feel- 
ings, the appellation of a tjTnnt. His two eldqr brothers 
had been deprived of their fair expectations of the diadem: 
their future life, between the supreme rank and condition 
of subjects, was anxious to themselves and formidable to 
their master : fear as well as revenge might tempt them to 
rebel ; the slightest evidence of a conspiracy satisfied the 
author of their wi*ongs ; and the repose of Chosroes was 
secured hy the death of these unhappy princes, wfiih their 
families and adherents. One guiltless youth was saved and 
dismissed by the compassion of a veteran general ; and this 
act of humanity, which was revealed by his son, over- 
balanced the merit of reducing twelve nations to the o be-* 
dicncc Persia. The zeal and prudence of Mebodus hiid 

* From Procopius and Agatliias, Pagi {tomJi. p. 543.6^6.) has proved 
that Chosroes Nushirvan ascended the throne in the vthvear of Justinian 
<A. D. 53J, April 1.— A. D. April ].). But the true chronology, 
which harmonizes with the Greeks and Orientals, is ascertained by John 
Malala (tom* ii. an ). Cabades, or Kohad, after a leign of forty-three 
years and two months, sfekened the 8th, fnA died the J3tb of Septembej^^ 
A. D 531, aged eit^jhty- two years. According to the annals of Eutvehius, 
Nushir\*an reighed forty-seven years and six months; and his dcatn piUft 
consequently be placed in Majdi A. D. 679* 
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fixed the diadem on the bead of Cbosroes bimself f but he % 
delayed to attend^^be royal summons, till he had performed 
tlie duties of a military review : he was instantly commanded 
to repair to tiie iron tripod, which stood before the gate of 
llie jialace*, where it was death to relieve or approach 
the victim^ and Mebodes languished several days before his 
lentenee was pronounced, by the inflexible pride and calm 
ingratitude of the son of Kobad. But the people, more 
especially in the East, is disposed to forgive, and even to 
applaud, the cruelty which strikes at the loftiest heads ; al 
ihe slaves of ambition, whose voluntary choice has exposed 
them to live in tl)e smiles, and to perish by the frown, of a 
capricious monarch, in the execution of the laws which 
had no temptation to violate; in the punishment of crimes 
which attacked his own dignity, as w^eii as the happiness ot 
individuals; Nushirvan, or Cbosroes, deserved the appella- 
tion of Just, His government was firm, rigorous, and im- 
partial. it was the first labour of his reign to abolish the 
dangerous theory of coinmun or equal possessions ; the 
lands and women which the sectaries of Mazdak had usurped, 
were restored to their lawful owners; and the temperate 
chastisement of the fanatics or impostors confirmed the 
domestic riglils of society. Instead of listening with blind 
confidence to a favourite minister, he established four viziers 
over the four great provinces of his empire, Assyria, Media, 
Persia, and Bactriana. In the choice of j udges, p'rajfects, and 
counsellors, he strove to remove the mask which is always 
worn in the presence of kings: he wished to substitute the 
natural order of talents for the accidental distinctions of 
birth and fortune ; he professed, in specious language, his 
iuteniion to prefer those men whocanied the poor in their 
bosoms, lufll lo banish corruption from the seat of Justice, 
as dogs were excluded from the temples of the Magi. The 
code of laws of the first Artaxerxes was revived and published 
as the rule of the magistrates ; but the assurance of speedy 
punishment was the best security of their virtue, Their be- 
haviour was inspected by a thousand eyes, their words were 

• Procopius, Persic. 1. i. c. 23, Biisson de Pcgii. Pers. p. . 194 . Tlie 
tete of tby palace of Ispahan is, or was, the fatal scene of disgrace or 
death (Cfiardin, Voyage en Peme, tom. iv.p.3l2, S13.}. 

VoL. V. 3 E 



3^4 HISTORT 6f fnz DECIINIi AJTD TALL 

4§terlieaf^ by a thousand ears, the secret or public agreiils of 
Ae throne; and the provinces, from the Indian to the Ara« 
bian confined, were enlightened by the frequent visits ttf a 
sovereign, who affected to emulate his celestial brother iti 
his rapid and salutary career. Education and agricu),tur^ 
be viewed as the two objects most deserving of his careJ 
In every city of Persia, orphans and the children of th# 
poor were maintained and mstructed at the public expence ; 
the daughters were given in marriage to the richest citizens 
of their own ratik, and the sons, according to their different 
talents, were employed in mechanic trades, or promoted to 
more honourable service. The deserted villages were re- 
lieved by his bounty ; to the peasants and farmers who were 
found incapable of cultivating their lands, he distributed 
cattle, seed, and the instruments of husbandry; and the 
ijire and inestimable treasure of fresh water was parsimo- 
niously managed, and skilfully dispersed over the arid ter- 
ritory of Persia*. The prosperity of that kingdom was the 
effect and the evidence of his virtues : his vices are those of 
Oriental despotism; but in the long competition between 
Chosroes and Justinian, the advantage both of merit and 
fortune is almost always on the side of the Barbarian f . 

To the praise of justice Nushirvan united the reputation 
of knowledge; and the seven Greek philosophers, who 
visited his court, were invited and deceived by the strange 
assurance, that a disciple of Plato was seated on the Persian 
throne. Bid they expect that a prince, strenuously ex- 
ercised in the toils of war and government, should agitate, 
with dexterity like their own, the abstruse and profound 
questions which amused the leisure of the schools of Athens } 

* In Persia, the nriiue of the waters is an officer of sflllf* The num- 
ber of wells and suftltTianeoiis cbanoels is much diminisbcdiHund with it 
the fertility of die soil : 400 wells have been recently lost near Taiiris^ 
and 4S,000 were once reckoned in the province of Khorasaii (Clmdiiiv 
tom. iii. p. 99* 100. 'ravernicr, tom. i. p. 4l6.>. 

t The character ami government of Nushirvan is represented some, 
limes in the vyds of d’Hcrhelot (Hibliot. Orient, pi 6^ ike. from Khon- 
demtr), Eutydiius Annal. toip* ii*}>» 179^ very rid»), Abtjlphara. 
gius (Dynast vii* p. 04, 9-’- — veiy poor), Tarikh Schikafd fp. 144— 
tSO*), Texeira fin Stevens, I. i. c. 35.), Assem!^ (Bibliot. Orient torn, 
iii. p. 404—410.), and the Abbe Fourmont (Hist de TActdi des Iimefip- 
tions, tom. vii. p. 354.), who has tqinsliattfda spttrfeui gknnrah 
testament of Nushirvan. . 
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Could they hope that the precepts of philosopbji 4hould> 
direct the life, and control the passions, of u despot, whode 
infancy had been taught to consider his absolute and flucf- 
tuatiiig will as the only rule of moral obligation * i The 
studies of Chosroes were ostentatious and superficial : but 
bis Example awakened the curiosity of an ingenious people, 
and the light of science was difl'used over the dominions of 
Persia, ‘t'. At Goncli Sapor, in the neighbourhood of the 
royal city of Susa, an academy of physic was founded, 
which insensibly became a liberal school of poetry, philo- 
sophy, and rhetoric J. The annals of the monarchy ^ were 
composed; and while recent and authentic history might 
afford some useful lessons both to the prince and people, 
the darkness of the first ages was embellished by the giants, 
the dragons, and the fabulous heroes of Oriental romance ||. 
Jivery learned or confident stranger was enriched by the 
bounty, and flattered by the conversation, of the monarch*; 
he nobly rewarded a Greek physician by the deliverance 
of three thousand captives; and the sophists who contended 
for his favour, were exasperated by the wealth and insolence 
of Uranius, their more successful rival. Nushirvan believed, 
or at least respected, the religion of the Magi ; and some 

• A thousand years before his birth, the judges of Persia had ejiven a 
solemn opinion — ru BaenT^wovTt Uifcnicy sf 54,^1 'ryointy to ay BouX>}ra> 
(tlerodot. 1. iii. c. SI. p. 210 edit. Wessehag.). Nor had ibis constitu- 
lioual maxim been neglected as an useless and liarren theory. 

t On the literary state of Persia, the Greek versions, philosophers, 
sophists, the learning or ignorance of Chosroes, Agathias (1. ii. c. 00 — 
71.) displays mucli information and .strong prejudices. 

X Asseman. Bibiiot. Orient, tom. iv. )), dccxlv. vi. vii, 

§ The Shah Narneh, or book of Kings, is perhaps the original record 
of history which was translated into Gieek by the interpreter Sergius 
(Agathias, 1. v. p. 141.), preserved after the Mahometan conquest, and 
versified in tl^ year 09 1, by the national poet Ferdoussi. See d’Anquelil' 
(Mem. de LJilldemie, tom. xxxi. p. S700, and Sir William Jones (Hist, 
of Nader SBlh, p. l6l.). 

11 In the fifth century, the name of Restom, or Rostam, an hero who 
eqiYalkd the streni^th of twelve elephants, was familiar to the Armenians 
(Moses Chorenetosis, Hist. Armen 1. ii. c. 7. p. 96. edit. Whis(on). in 
the beginning 9f the seventh, the Persian romance of Rostam and Isfen- 
diar was applauded at Mecca (Sale's Koran, c. xxxi. p. Vet this 

expositipn of ludicrum novae historiae, is nq^t given by Mapeci (Refutat. 
Alcoran, p. 544 — 548.). 

•• Procop. Goth. 1. iv, c. 10. Kobad had a favourite Greek physician, 
Stephett of Edessa (Persic. J. H. c. 26.). The practice was ancient ; and 
Herodotus relates the advedtufes of Democedes of Crotoua (1. iii. c. 

187.), 
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^traces c^ perseciftioh may be discovered in his reiscn Yet 
lie allowed himself fveefy to compare the tenets of the 
various sects; and tliu theological dispates in which he fre- 
quently presided, diminished the authority of the priest, 
and enligluened*the minds of the people. At his command, 
the most celebrated writers of Greece and India were frans- 
lated into the Persian language; a smooth and elegant 
idiom, recommended by Mahomet to the use of paradise: 
though it is branded with the epithets of savage and un- 
musical, by the ignorance and presumpdon of Agathias+. 
Yet the Greek historian might reasonably wonder, that it 
should be found possible to execute an entire version of 
Plato and Aristotle in a foreign dialect, which had not been 
framed to express the spirit of freedom and the subtleties of 
philosophic disquisition. And, if the reason of the Slagyrite 
might be equally dark, or equally intelligible in every 
tongue, the dramatic art and verbal argumentation of the 
disciple of Socrates:};, appear tp be indissolubly mingled 
with the grace and perfection of his Attic style. In the 
search of universal knowledge, Nushirvan was informed, that 
the moral and political fables of Pilpay, an ancient Brach- 
man, were preserved with jealous reverence, among the 
treasures of the kings of India. The physician Perozes was 
secretly dispatched to the banks of the Ganges, with instruc- 
tions to procure, at any price, the communication of this 
valuable work. His dexterity obtained a transcript, his 
learned diligence accomplished the translation ; and the 
fables of Pilpay § were read and admired in the assembly of 

• See Pasji, tom* ib p* § <)2(). In one of the treaties an honourable article 
wjiB inserted for the toleration and burial of the Catholics (Menander, in 
Excerpt. Legat, p, Nushi/ad, a son of Nushirvan, was a Christian, 
a rebel, and— a martyr? (D’Herbelot, p. 681.). i#; 

t On the Persian language, and its three dialects, con&|f|| d'Anquetil 
(p. 330-^-343,) and Jones (p. 163 — 185.) ; aypta rm yXwrly xoi a/uiwroTOtTw, 
is thfe charjicter which Agathias (1. ii. p. 66.) ascribes to an idiom re- 
iM^wncd in the East for poetical softness. 

* Agathias specifies the Gorgias, Phsedon, Parmenides, and Timaijus. 
Jlcnaudot (Pabridus, Bibliot.Grjcc. tom.xii, p. 246—261.) does pot men- 
tion this Barlfarie version of Aristotle. 

§ Of these fahle.s I have seen three copies in three different languages : 

L In Qtrellct translated by Simeon Seth (A«D. I ICO) from the Arabic, and 
nubtiahed bvStarek at Berlin in 1697, in l2mo, %la Latins stvenkmfvom 
the Greck^lSapientia, Indortim, inserted by Pere Poussin at the end of his 
(tdithm ofradiymer (p, M7-**G'20. edit, Roman*} 3. In Fnnch, fti>m the 
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Nushirvan and his nobles« The Indian ori^inal^ jind tho 
Persian copy, have long since disappeared : but this venera- 
ble monoment has been sped by the curiosity of the Ara- 
bian caliphs, revived in the modern Persic, the Turkish, 
the Syriac, the Hebrew, and the Greek idioms, and trana- 
filled through successive versions into the modern languagea 
of Europe. In their present form, the peculiar character, 
the manners and religion of the Hindoos, are completely 
obliterated; and the intrinsic merit of the fables of Pilpay 
is far inferior to the concise elegance of I^iiR^dros and the 
native graces of I^a Fontaine, Fifteen moral and political 
sentences are illustrated in a series of apologues; but the 
composition is intricate, the narrative prolix, and the pre- 
cept obvious and barren. Yet the Brachman may assume 
the merit of inventing a pleasing fiction, which adorns the 
nakedness of truth, and alleviates, perhaps, to a royal car, 
the harshness of instruction. With a similar design, to 
admonish kings that they are strong only in tlie strength of 
their subjects, the same Indians invented the game of chess, 
whicli was likewise introduced into Persia under the reign of 
Nushirvan*. 

The son of Kobad found his kingdom involved in a war 
with the successor of Constantine; and the anxiety of his 
domestic situation inciined him to grant the suspension of 
arms, which Justinian was impatient to purchase. Chosroei 
saw the Roman ambassadors at his feet. He accepted 
eleven thousand pounds of gold, as the price of an endlest 
or indefinite peacef; some mutual exchanges were regu- 
lated ; the Persian assumed the guard of the gates of Cau- 
casus, and the demolition of Dara was suspended, on con- 
dition that it should never be made the residence of the 
genei|iP of the East. This interval of repose had been 

Turkish, dedicated, in 1540, to Sultan Soliman. Contes etFablei Itldiennoi 
die bidpai et de Lokman, par M. M. Galland et Cordonne, Paris, 1778. 
S vols in l2mo. Mr. Wharton (History of English Poetry, vol. i. p. 12^ 
131.) takes a larger scope. 

* See the Historia Shahiludii of Dr. Hyde (Syntagm. Dissertat. tom. ii; 
p.fil-69.). 

t The endless peace (Procopius, Persic. 1. i. c. 21.) was condtided or 
ratified in the vitb year, ana iiid consulship of Justinian f A.D. 5S% 
between January I, and April 1. Pagi, tom. ii. p. 550.). Mar<;elluius, 
in his Chronicle, uses the style of Medes and Persians, 
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fiolkited, and was diligeady improved by the arabitbn of 
tb% emperor: his African conquests were the first fruits of 
the Persian treaty ; and jhe avarice of Chosroes was sooted 
by a large portion of the spoils of Carthage^ which bis 
ambassadors required b a tone of pleasantry, and under 
the colour of friendship*. But the trophies of Beiisarfus 
disturbed the slumbers of the great king; and he heard with 
astonishment, envy, and fear, that Sicily, Italy, and Rome 
itself, had been reduced, in three rapid campaigns, y) the 
obedience of J||^inian. Unpractised in the art of violating 
treaties, he secretly excited his bold and subtle vassal 
Almond ar. That prince of the Saracens, who resided at 
Hiraf, had not been included in the general peace, and 
still waged an obscure war against his rival Aretbas, the 
chief of the tribe of Gassaii, and confederate of the empire. 
The subject of their dispute was an extensive sheep-walk in 
the desert to the south of Palmyra. An immemorial tribute 
for the licence of pasture, appeared to attest the rights of 
Almondar, while the G<assoniie appealed to the Latin name 
of strata, a paved road, as an unquestionable evidence of 
the sovereignty and labours of tlie RoniainsJ. The two 
xnonarchs supported the cause of their respective vassals; 
and the Persian Arab, without expecting the event of a slow 
and doubtful arbitration, enriched his flying camp with the 
spoil and captives of Syria. Instead of repelling the arms, Jus- 
tinian attempted to seduce the fidelity of, Almondar, while he 
called from the extremities of the earth, the nations of -Ethi- 
opia and Scythia to invade the dominions of his rival. But 
the aid of such allies was distant and precarious, and the 
discovery of this hostile correspondence justified the com- 
plaints of the Goths and Armenians, who implored, almost 
at the same time, the protection of Chosroes. The de^cend- 

* PracQpius, Persic. I. i. c. 26. 

t Almondar, kinjj of Hira, was deposed by Kobad, and restored by 
N^ljl***!^**’ Bis mother, frorober beauty, wassurnaujed Casiestiai Witter, 
an appellation which became hereditary, and was extended fora ttiOre noble 
cauae (liberality in ^miji>e) to the Arab princes of Syria (Pocock, Specimen 
Hist, Arab. p. 69, 70.). 

; J Preironius, Persic. L^ii, c. 1. We are ignorant of the origin and ob. 
tet of tbif strain, a paved road of ten davs' journey from Auranitis t© 
^b>lonta« (See a Latin note in Dellsle s Map imp. wieut.) W esseling 
and d'Anville are silent. 
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Rtiti of ArsacB> who ware atilt numerous in Armenia^ had 
been provoked to assert the Ipst relics of national freedom 
hereditary rank; and the ambassadors of Vitiges had 
secretly traversed the empire to expose the instant, and almost 
inevitable danger of the kingdom of Italy. Their repre- 
seiftations were uniform, weighty, and effectual. We 
stand before your throne, the advocates of your interest as 
well as of our own. The ambitious and faithless Justinian 
asjyes to be the sole master of the world. Since the 
endless peace,# which betrayed the comn||||i freedom of 
mankind, that prince, your ally in words, your enemy in 
actions, has alike insulted his friends and foes, and has 
filled the earth with blood and confusion. Has he not 
violated the privileges of Armenia, the independence of 
Colchos, and the wild liberty of the Tzanian mountains f 
Has he not usurped, with equal avidity, the city of 
Bosphorus on the frozen Mmotus, and the vale of palm- 
trees on the shores of the Red Sea? The Moors, the 
Vandals, the Goths, have been successively oppressed, 
and each nation has calmly remained the specta- 
tor of their neighbour's ruin. Embrace, O king! the 
favourable moment ; the Eiist is left without defence, 
while the armies of Justinian and his renowned general 
are detained in the distant regions of the West. If you 
hesitate and delay, Beiisarius and his victorious troops 
** will soon return from the Tiber lo tiie Tigris, and Persia 
may enjoy the wretched consolation of being t:ie last 
devoured By such arguments, Chosroes was easily 
persuaded to imitate the example which he condemned; bu| 
the Persian, ambitious of military fame, disdained the 
inactive warfare of a rival, who issued his sanguirnary com^ 
mands from the secure station of the Byzantine palace. 
Whatever might be the provocations of Chosroes, he 
abused the confidence of treaties; and the just repre^phes 
of dissimulation and falsehood could only be concealed 

• t have blended, in a short speech, the two orations of the Arsacirles, 
of Armenia and the Gothic ambassadors. Procopius, in bis pubUr history, 
fbels, and makes us feel, that Justinian was the true author of the waf 
(P«isicv 1, ii. c. 2, 3 ). 
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tWkHre of his victories The Persian army, which baJ 
assembled in the plains of Babylon^ prudently declined 
the strong cities of Mesapotamiai and followed the westeVn 
bank of the Euphrateti till the small though populous town 
of Dura presumed to arrest the progress of the great king* 
The j^tes of Dura, by treaehery and surprise, were burst 
open ; and as soon as Cbosroes had stained his scymiter with 
the blood of the inhabitants, he dismissed the ambassador 
of Justinian |o inform his master in what place he had left 
the enemy 4N» Romans. The conqueror still affected 
the praise of humanity and justice ; and as he beheld a noble 
matron with her infant rudely dragged along the ground, he 
sighed, he wept, and implored the divine justice to punish 
the author of these calamities. Yet the herd of twelve 
thousand captives was ransomed for two hundred pounds of 
gold; the neighbouring bishop of Sergioplis pledged his 
faith for the payment ; and in the subsequent year the un- 
feeling avarice of Chosroes exacted the penalty of an 
obligation which it was generous to contract and impossible 
to discharge. He advanced into the heart of Syria ; but a 
feeble enemy, who vanished at his approach, disappointed 
him of the honour of victory; and as he could not hope to 
establish his dominion, the Persian king displayed in this 
inroad the mean and rapacious vices of a robber. Hierapolis, 
Berrhma or Aleppo, Apamea and Clialcis, were successively 
besieged ; they redeemed their safety by a ransom of gold 
or silver, proportioned to their respective strength and opu- 
lence; and their new master enforced, without observing, 
the terms of capitulation. Educated in the religion of the 
Magi, he exercised without remorse the lucrative trade of 
wicrtlege^ and, after stripping of its gold and gems, a piece 
of the true cross, he generously restored the naked relict to 
the devotion of the Christians of Apamea. No more than 
foitfieeti yefirs had elapsed since Antioch was ruined by an 
dirthquake; but the queen of the East, the new Theopolis, 

♦ The invasioti of Syri^ the ruin of Antioch, &c. arc related in a1vll and 
rcgnjtlar sevics by Procopius (Persic. I. ii. c, 6—14.). Small collateral aiej 
om bvdmwfimfn the Orientals: yet not they, but D’Herbelot himself 
should blttsb» when he blames them for making Justinian and 
N^irvan contempoturies. On the geoj^raphy of the seat of war, D*AaviHe 
(rill^ratc et le 1 igre) h sii||cieQt and satisfactory. 
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had be^ raised fram the grotind % the llltom 
nian^ ahd iheltiereasieg greatness o# Ijbe beiWtii^ayipli 
pcbjjie already emsdd the meoiory'bf this reeetii diaaiMr. 
0% one side/ the city arms defended by die mountain, dii iSbi& 
oth^ by the river Orontes ; bet the mo^t aceetsible part ifal 
cdmmanded by a superior eminence ; the prbper remedieii 
were rejected, from thd despicable fear of discovering ita 
weakness to the enemy ; and Germanus, the empemife 
nephew^ refused to trust hts person and digni^ within tSiC 
walls of a besieged city. The people of|||iitioch b«nt 
inherited the vain and satirical genius of tb^ ancestors; 
they Were elated by a sudden reinforcement of six thousand 
soldiers ; they disdained the offers of an easy capitulation ; 
and their intemperate clamours insulted from the ramparts 
the majesty of the great king. Under his eye the Persiha 
myriads mounted with scaling-ladders to the assault; the Ho- 
man mercenaries fled through the opposite gate of Daphne ; 
and the generous resistance of the youth of A!iti4>chL 
served only* to aggravate the miseries of their country. Ais 
Chosroes, attended by the ambassadors of Justinian, was 
descending from the mountain, he affected, in a plaintitU 
voice, to deplore the obstinacy and ruin of that unhappy 
people ; but the slaughter still raged with unrelenting furyn 
and the city, at the command of a Barbarian, was delivered 
to the The cathedral of Antioch was indeed 

served by the avarice, not the piety, of the conqueror: a 
more honourable exemption was granted to the church of 
St. Julian, and the quarter of the town where the ambalsa<» 
dors resided ; some distant streets were saved by the shifting 
of the wind, and the walls still subsisted to protect, and 
soon to betray the new inhabitants. Fanaticism had defeced 
the ornaments of Daphne, but Chosroes breathed «. purer 
air amidst her groves and fountains ; and some idolattrs |ia 
his train might sacrifice with impunity to the nymphtw||d|i|| 
elegant retreat. Eighteen miles below Antioch, thi 
Orontis falls into the Mediterranean. The haughty Peralih 
visited the term of his conquests : and after b^t^ing aloi^f m 
the sea, he offered a solemn sacrifice of thanksgiving 
suB^ or rather to the creator of the son, whom tha Agl 
adored. If this act of superstittqp^ffended tbe 
Voi. V. 3 F ^ 
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■li^^ lij^tl»e.oo««eo«»4^ ma 

irt tbegaoiM of tbe 
4W.Qh^rMi jw4 iteard thai tlM Mae factioa was 
fl||^)ii|pd,]»f #h(f |«^^)r,t.liis peicmfitofy commaBd seeaiwl 

tbe 44««:t|>liiit 

ffiluf p^le derived moreeidid consolation; eod 

^■y ifi vp4f Ibr tbe liie of aaoldier wJae bad too 

|id)^i6>% copied tbe rapine, of the just Nusbirvan. A\ 
h^tk* ^atigfwd, tbougU OQ&Mtated, with ttw spoil of Svria^ 
b^ djjHied to the Eopbrates, formed a temporary 

beMs* it* liPeieigbbourbood of Barbaltuus, aad defined 
^ spece of three days for tbe entire passage of bis nutnei- 
Kdvabost. j^fter his return, be founded, at ibe distance of 
one day’s jotarney from the palace of Ciesiphon, a new city, 
>pbiob {perpetuated the joint names of Chosroes and of 
Anfiocfa. 'Ibe S^tiau captives recognised tbe form and 
sifitatHOa «f tbeh' native abodes; badis and a stately circus 
vrara cons^oted for their use; and a colony of musicians 
albl charioteers revived in Assyria the pleasures of a Cireek 
caidtal. By die munificence of the royal founder, a liberal 
pBpIKance was assigned to these fortunate exiles ; and they 
eiy(iK)/pl the singular privilege of bestowing freedom on the 
.^]|ps>ps wboin they acknowleged as their kinsmen. Palestine, 
pltd dte hply wealth of Jerusalem, were the next objects 
tbat ali^tfid the ambition, .or rather the avaric^ of ChoB>< 
paUi Ccnstantinople, and the palace of the Cspsars, no 
ktager appeared impregnable or remote; and his aspiring 
fppey already covered Asia Minor with the troops, and tht; 
Bipofc filea with ihp navies, of Persia. 

Ibese hc^s might have been realized, if the conqueror 
pf Bldy seasonably recalled to the defence of 


While Chosroes pursued bis ambitious designs 
Euxine, Belisarius, at tiic head of an 


ttphoat pi^ or discipline, encamped beytmd the £u> 
i^:witbin six miles of Nisibis. He meditated, by « 
fperadoni, to draw the Persirnis from their imj^gna- 


jyd fiw .public jgistory.of Prgeopius (Persic. 1. ii. c, 16 .' IJH, Jfi, fp, 
IS, <6i"8t, 98.); and, with some slight exceptions, we nay 
iVftiiM^blwt Upeearaapafa^tlw maieroleat wbsper of th# AittwWliw 



bk 'M#MfMviaj^ bi#i#iftAtege»^ 

to-rntertNef^ 0i^'p«ri;m{it'#''|ii^ 

the liyitig' He -4^^^ |M^I|^ii| 

Him cerritotki^f PehmUf mdac^d^ tb^ faitrei^ of 
im4 $mt the gbmxbi^, with eight hon4tt4 e;ho«tn htsf^^ 
ih tlf^ empiemr in> hii^ liaflfan wa^». H# d^iillft^ 

Achillas eod hk Arabs^ saj^orted by iwaive Ua^d^ 
loans, .10 pom ibe TPigrit, and to ravage the’ llarffesti of A«tf 
ftjTfta, a fruitful province, long exempt frovii' tbO dateHiliill 
of war^i But the plans of BelisaHiM ivove dM^ 
ibO Htiti'actable spirit of Aretbas^ who noilher i&liiedfOibO 
canip, nor sent any mteiiigence of his notions. The Ro^ 
!Oati general was fixed in anxious expectatioif to the aidrf# 
sp^; the time of action elapsed, the ardent sitii of Mesbw 
potamia infiamed with fevers the blood of his BotOpI^ 
soldiers; and the stationary troops and officers Of Syrih 
fected to tremble for the safety of their defeticeiees^ ei4leilS 
Yet this diversion had already succeeded in foftdng ChosfOe# 
to return with loss and precipitation; and if the skill di; 
Belisarius had been seconded by discipline add vklonl^ In# 
success might have satisfied the sanguinr wishes of ihe |dilli» 
lie, who required at his bands the conquest of (Stedpbd# 
and the deliverance of the captives of Antioehi As 
of the campaign, he was recalled to Ccmstanundple 1^ lili 
ungrateful court, but the dangers of the eosoiogepriia^^iiti^ 
stored hit cbhfidence and command; and the bOrOi iblninil^ 
alone, was dispatched with the speed of po8t-horSefS> to iep#/ 
by his name artd presence, the invasion of Syria, He foowd 
tlie Roman generals, among whom wm a mepbewf- 
nian^ imprisoned by their fears in the Ibriidcattona of HliM 
rapolis* But instead of listening to tbeif thidd 
BeHsOfiOs comamnded tllem to follow him to Europtrs, whtwf 
he hlul resolved to coUeot his forces, and to execute Iiliar4t 
ever God should inspire him to atchieve againat the? oi3ii||^ 
,His fif m atiitudo on die banks of the Bwpbraiev roiUai«lii| 
Ciiotrpip frbm advancing towards' Palestine; and hofWcstMil^ 
with^rt and digntty, the anrbassadors, or rather spiet,^ of 
Peiiian mbnkfch, 11m plain between to 

riveV^yiiW'ebie^d^ w'h^ squadrwns^of 

stod tHinierl^ tdt ^tod ■' yebuitV' ^^wbo- # q|p tod 

sra 



40# Hl8T0«T#f YJ!t mCLtW% Alri> FALL 

0Si ihe apprebenikmtDf an «emy. On Ae opposite bank 
idle ainbasiMors descried a thousand Armenian horse, who 
appeared to guaid the passage ^of the Euphrates. The tent 
of Belisaritis was of the coarseV linen, the simple equipage 
of a warrior who disdained the luxury of the East. Aiound 
bif 4etit, the nations who marched under his standard, Vere 
arranged with skilful confusion. The Thracians and Illy- 
riatis were posted in the front, the Hcruli and Goths in the 
centre ; the prospect was closed by the Moors and Vandals> 
and their IIum array seemed to multiply their numbers. 
Their dress wte light and actire; one soldier carried a whip, 
another a sword, a third a bow, a fourth perhaps a battle- 
tee, and the whole picture exhibited the intrepidity of the 
troops and the vigilance of the general. Chosroes was de- 
luded by the address, and awed by the genius, of the lieu- 
tteantof Justinian. Conscious of the merit, and ignorant 
Of the force, of his antagonist, he dreaded a decisive battle 
in a distant country, from whence not a Persian might re- 
turn to relate the melancholy tale. The great king hastened 
. to repass the Euphrates ; and Belisarius pressed his retreat, 
by affecting to oppose a measure so salutary to the empire, 
and which could scarcely have been prevented by an army 
of an hundred thousand men. Envy might suggest to igno- 
lance and pride, that the public enemy had been suffered to 
cauapa i bat the African and Gothic triumphs are less glo- 
TfUnt than this safe and bloodless victory, in which neither 
fottiine, nor the valour of the soldiers, can subtract any 
part of the general's repown. The second removal of Beli- 
sarius from the Persian to the Italian war, revealed the ex- 
ttUt of his personal merit, which had corrected or supplied 
the want of discipline and courage. Fifteen generals, with- 
out Concert or skill, led through the mountains of Armenia 
an ai^y of thirty thousand Romans, inattentive to their 
their ranks, wd their ensigns. Four thousand Per- 
aians^ entrenched in the camp of Dubis, vanquished, almost 
jilrtMMit a combat, this disorderly multitude; tbeir^usejess 
idlsi ware scattered along the road, and their horses sunk* 
hpdcir the laiigue of their rapid flight. But the Arabs of 
tiitn.Btekan party prevailed over their brethren ; the Arpae- 
si^ fenurnod to tboi^allegiaiico; the cities of Pam aad 



Edessa lesisted a ^uddea assault and a regular si^i ud ihe 
calamities of war were suspended by those of pejililepKJ^ i 
tacit or formal agreement between the two aovefefg|ia.|]fO« 
tected the tranquillity of the eastern frontier; and tlt^ mrpf 
of Chosroes w^ere confined to the Colchian or l4t2ic 
which has been too minutely described by tbe historians of 
tbetiipes** 

The extreme length of the Euxine seaf , from Constant* 
tinople to the mouth of the Phasis» may be computed o# a 
voyage of nine days, and a measure of sevei|^ji?undred inilns* 
From the Iberian Caucasus, the most lofty and craggy 
mountains of Asia, that river descends with such oblique 
vehemence, that in a short space it is traversed by one hill* 
dred and twenty bridges. Nor does the stream become 
placid and navigable, till it reaches the town of Sarapana^ 
five days’ journey from the Cyrus which flows from the same 
bills, but in a contrary direction, to the Caspian lake. The 
proximity of these rivers has suggested the practice, or at^ 
least the idea, of wafting the precious merchandise of India 
down the Oxus, over the Caspian, up the Cyrus, and wi% 
the current of the Phasis into the Euxine and Mediterts^ 
nean seas. As it successively collects the streamy of the 
plain of Colchos, the Phasis moves with diminished i^peed^ 
though accumulated weight. At the mouth it is sixty fathom 
deep, and half a league broad, but a small woody island is 
interposed in the midst of the channel : tbe water, so f oon as 
it has deposited an earthy or metallic sediofient, floats. on |tbe 

• The Lazic war, tlK! contest of Rome and Persia on the Phasis, is tedj# 
ously spun through many a page of Procopius (Persic. I. ii« c. 15, 17, SS# 
Itp, 30. Gothic. 1. iv. c. 7 — Agatfiisis (U ii, iii, and 0*65— 
132.141.). 

t The Periplus, or circumnavigation of tlie Euxine sea, was descrlhed 
in Latin by Sallust, and in Greek by Arrian : 1 . Tbe former work, v^icb 
no longer exists, has been restored by the nngular dHigence of w. de 
Brosses, first president of the parliament of Dijon (Hist, de la Hepublique 
Eomaine, tom. ii. L iii. p. 199—298.), ventures to assume the cna* 
raciter of tbe Roman historian. Ills description of the Euxine H inge- 
niously formed of ali the fragments of the original, and of e// the 
and Latiils whom Sallust miglit copy, or by whom he might be 
and die merit of tbe execution atones for the whimsical dMign* 9. The 
Periplus of Arrian is addressed to the emperor Adrmn (m Geo^ph. 
Minor* Hudson, tom. i.}, and contains whatever the goverimr pf^J^tps 
bad Trebixond to Dioscurias; whatever he had boara from 

Dtoscurjas to the Danube; and whatever he kheW from the Domibe to 
Trebtaond# 
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strrfwe of the waves, ar^d is no longer snsceptibk of 
rlfptk)!!. tn a course of one hundred miles, foity of which 
ate havigaWe for large vessels> the Phasis divides the cele-< 
Erated region of C^olchos*, or Mingrelia f, which, on three 
sides, i» fortified by the Iberian and Armenian mountains, 
and #hOse maritime coast extends about two hundred milfc, 
from the neighbourhood of Trebizond to Dioscurias,'an(l 
liiii confines of Circassia. Both the soil and climate are re- 
laxed by excessive moisture; twenty^cight rivers, besides 
the Phasis and bis dependent streams, convey their waters 
tx> the sea; and the hollowness of the ground appears to in-' 
dtcate the subterraneous channels between the Euxine and 
Caspian. In the fields where wheat or barley is sown, 
the earth is too soft to sustain the action of the plough ; but 
vlie gom, a small grain, not unlike the millet or coriander 
seed, mfpplies the ordinary food of the people; and the use 
6{ bread is confined to the prince and his nobles. Yet the 
vintage is more plentiful than the harvest ; and the bulk of 
riie sterns, as well as the quality of the wine, display the un- 
assisted powers of nature. The same powers continually 
ttmd to overshadow the face of the country with thick forests; 
the uml|^r of the hills, and the flax of the plains, contri- 
bute to the abundance of naval stores ; the wild and tame 
atiimals, the horse, the ox, and the hog, are remarkably 
prolific, and the name of the pheasant is expressive of his 
native habitation on the banks of the Phasis. The gold 
mines to the south of Trebizond, which are still worked with 
ijpfiicient profit, were a subject of national dispute between 
J ustinian and Cbosroes ; and it is not unreasonable to be- 
lieve, that a vein of precious metal may be equally diffused 


• Besides the many occasiorval hints from the poets, bifitorians, &c. <»f 
antiquity, we may consult the geographical descriptions of Coichos, by 
Strabo (1. xb p. 7 O 0 — 765.) and rliny (Hist. Natur. vi. 5, 19» &c.). 

t 1 , sMl quoW, and have used; three modern descriptions of Mlngrelia 
and adjacent countries. I. Of the Pare Archangeli Lamberti (Bela- 
tioiiH do Tfievei>ot, part i. p. $\ — 52. with a man), who has all know, 
ledge end prejudices of a missionary. 2 . Of Cnardin (Voy^es in Perse, 
t 6 in. i. |). m — 168 .): his observations are judicknia; ana his own ad- 
ventures in the cdunpy are still uiore instructive than his ohseryatkins. 
8“. Of Peyssnnuel (dbservaiious sur les Feuples Barbares, p« 49, 50,5!. 
58. 64 ; (Is, 71, &c. and a more recent treatise, Sur le Commerce de ia 

Mer ?Coire, tom. iK n. 1 — 5.8,j ; Ire had long resided at Caffa, as consul ©f 
fiance j and his eruaition is lcsSjJ|||uid>Ie than his e.xperiencc. 
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through thecirdeof the bills, altllOugh thea^ 
sures are neglected by the laziness, or concealcjd byj:}|0 pi'Uf 
deuce, of the Mingrelians. The waters, impregnajtfd wi|i| 
particles of gold, are carefully strained through shec|p4k;h|| 
orjBeeces; but this expedient, the gioynd-work perbstp;! oif 
a marvellous fable, affords a faint image of the wealth 
tractechfrom a virgin earth by the power and industry of 
anci^t kings. Their silver palaces and golden chambe;r$ 
surpass our belief; but the fame of their riches is said to 
have excited the enterprising avarice of the Argonauts 
Tradition has affirmed, with some colour of reason, tUa| 
Egypt planted on the Phasis, a learned and polite colony -Hi 
which manufactured linen, built navies, and invented geo- 
graphical maps. The ingenuity of the moderns has peopled, 
with flourishing cities and nations, the isthmus between the 
Euxine and the Caspian and a lively writer, obseryiag 
the resemblance of climate, and, in his apprehension, 
trade, has not hesitated to pronounce Colchos the Holland 
of antiquity ^ 

But the riches of Colchos shine only through the darkness 
of conjecture or tradition ; and its genuine history presents an 
uniform scene of rudeness and poverty. If one hundip and 
thirty languages were spoken in the market of Dioscuriaslj, 
they were the imperfect idioms of so many savage tribes or 
families, sequestered from each other in the vallies of mount 
Caucasus; and their separation, which diminished the itn- 
portance, must have multiplied the number, of their rustic 
capitals. In the present state of Mingielia, a village is an 


♦ Pliny, Hist. Natur. 1. xxxiii. 15, The gold and silver mines of Col- 
chos attracted the Argonauts (Strab. 1. i. p. 77.). The sagacious Chardin 
could find no gold in mines, rivers, or elsewhere. Yet a Mingreliati lost 
his hand and foot for shewing some specimens at Constantinople of native 
gold. 

t Iferodojt. I. ii. c. 104, 105. p. 150, 151. Diodor. Sicul. 1. i. p. S3, 
edit. Wcsscling. Dionys. Perieget. 689. and Eustath. ad loc. Scholiast, ad 
Apellonium Argonaut.*!, iv. 282 — 291. 

X Montesquieu, Esprit des Loix, 1. xxi. c. 6. L’Isthme . . , . convert 
de vilks et nations qui ne font plus. 

§ Qougiui^viUe, Memoires de F Academic des Inscriptions, totn. xxvl 
p. S3. Ofi the African voyage of Hanno and the commerce of antiquity. 

II A Greek historian, Timosthenes, had affirmed, in earn ccc natkim^ 
dissimilifrui lingwis desceiidere ; aiKi the modest Pliny is content to add, 
et a Mpstea a nostris exxx mterpretibus negotia ibi gesta (vi. 5,); btiC the 
words nunc dcicrta cover a multitude of pa^fretions. 
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0 hots a wooden fence ; the fortresses 

iire seated in the depths of forests; the princely town of 
Cytan or Cotatis^ consists of two hundred houses^ and a 
stone edifice appertains only to the magnificence of kings. 
Twelve ships from Constantinople^ and about sixty batiks, 
laden with the fruits of industry, annually cast anchor on the 
coast; and the list of Colchian exports is much increased, 
since the natives had only slaves and hides to offer ifi ex- 
change for the corn and salt which they purchased from the 
subjects of Justinian. Not a Vestage can be found of the 

C :, the knowledge, or the navigation, of the ancient Col- 
ians: few Greeks desired or dared to pursue the footsteps 
0f the Argonauts; and even the marks of an Egyptian co- 
lony are lost on a nearer approach. The rile of circumcision 
is practised only by the Mahometans of the Euxine; and 
the curled hair and swarthy complexion of Africa no longer 
disfigure the most perfect of the human race. It is in the 
adjacent climates of Georgia, Mingrelia, and Circassia, that 
nature has placed, at least to our eyes, the model of beauty, 
in tl^e shape of the limbs, tlie colour of the skin, the symme« 
try o^ie features, and the expression of the countenance*. 
Acco*ng to the destination of the two sexes, the men seem 
formed for action, the women for love; and the perpetual 
supply of females from mount Caucasus has purified the 
blood, and improved tlie breed of the southern nations of 
Afia. The proper district of Mingrelia, a portion only of 
the ancient Colchos, has long sustained an exportation of 
twelve thousand slaves. The number of prisoners or crimi- 
nals would be inadequate to the annual demand ; but the 
common people are in a state of servitude to their lords ; 
the exercise of fraud or rapine is unpunished in a lawless 
community ; and the market is continually replenished by 
the «|buae of civil and paternal authority. Such a trade 

♦ BufTon (Hist Nat tom. iit. p, 4$3— 437.) collects the. unanimous 
suffrage of naturalists and travellers. If, in the time of Hei^otus, they 
were in troth and (and he had observed them with 

care), this preciotts fact is an example of the influence of climate on a 
Ibmgu eoiony. 

f The Mingreimn ambassador arrived at Constapitnople vHth two huij* 
dftd persons; but he ate Uo^) them dav by dav; tfll hisr^ntte was di- 
minished to a secretary and 'tio valets (Tavernier, tom. i. p. 305.). To 
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ti'hich reduces the human species to the level of cattle, maj^ 
tend to encourage marriage and pipulation ; since thelfirful- 
litude of children enriches th^ir sordid and inhutnah patent. 
But this source of impure wealth must inevitably poisJon the 
national manners, obliterate the sense of honour and virthe,^ 
anj almost extinguish the instincts of nature : the Christians 
of GecUrgia and Mingrelia are the most dissolute of man*i 
kind ^ and their children, who, in a tender age, are sold 
into foreign slavery, have already learnt to imitate the rapine 
of the father and the prostitution of the mother. Yet, 
amidst the rudest ignorance, the untaught natives discovei? 
a singular dexterity both of mind and hand; and although| 
the want of union and discipline exposes them to their mbrC 
powerful neighbours, a bold and intrepid spirit has animated 
the Colchians of every age. In the host of Xerxes, they 
served on foot; and their arms were, a dagger or a javelin, 
a wooden casque, and a buckler of raw hides. But in their 
own country the use of cavalry has more generally prevailed : 
the meanest of tlie peasants disdain to walk; the martial 
nobles are possessed, perhaps, of two hundred horses ; and 
above five thousand are numbered in the train of the pfftice 
of Mingrelia. The Colchiari government has been a||ays a 
pure and hereditary kingdom; and the authority of the so- 
vereign is only restrained by the turbulence of his subjects. 
Whenever they were obedient, he could lead a nnmerous 
army into the field ; but some faith is requisite to believe, 
that the single tribe of the Suaniuns was composed of t#a 
hundred thousand soldiers, or that the population of Min- 
grelia now amounts to four millions of inhabitants*. 

It was the boast of the Colchians, that their ancestors had 
checked the victories of Sesostris; and the defeat of the 
Egyptian is less incredible than bis successful progress as far 
the foot of mount Caucasus. They sunk, without any me- 
morable effort, under the arms of Cyrus ; followed in effstant 
wars the standard of the great king, and presented him every 

purchase his mistress, a Mingrelian gentleman sold twelve priests and hts 
wife la the Turks (Chardin, tom. i. p. 66.). 

♦ Strabo, I »i. p. 766. Lamberti, Relation de la Mingrdie* Yet wc 
must avoid the contrary extreme of Chardin, who allows no more than 
90,000 inhabitants to supply an annual exportation of 19>000 slaves: an 
aUuidity unworthy of that judidous traveler. 

Vol.Y 3G 
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year with one hundred boys and as many virgins^ the 
produce of the tand*^. Yet be accepted ibis like 
the gold and ebony of iodia^ the frankincense of the Arabs, 
or the negroes and ivory of JEthiopia : the Colchians were not 
sabject to the dominion of a satrap, and they continued to 
enjoy the name as well as substance of national indep&d- 
encef* After the fall of the Persian empire, MitLridates, 
king of Pontus, added Colchos to the wide circle of hjs do* 
minions on the Euxine ; and when the natives presumed to 
request that his son might reign over them, he bound the 
ambitious youth in chains of gold, and delegated a servant 
jin his place. In the pursuit of Mithridates, the Komalls ad- 
vanced to the banks of the Pbasis, and their gallies ascended 
ihe river till they reached the camp of Pompey and his le- 
gionsj. But the senate, and afterwards the emperors, dis- 
dained to reduce that distant and useless conquest into the 
form of a province. Tlie family of a Greek rhetorician was 
permitted to reign in Colchos and the adjacent kingdoms, 
from the time of Mark Antony to that of Nero; and after 
the race of Polemo^ was extinct, the eastern Pontus, which 
preiirved his name, extended no farther than the neighbour- 
fa ood|pfTre hi ixjnd. Beyond these limits the fortifications of 
Hyssus, of Apsarus, of the Phasis, of Dioscurias or Sebasto- 
polls, and of Pityus, were guarded by sufficient detach- 
ments of horse and foot; and six princes of Colchos received 
their diadems from the lieutenants of Cxsar. One of these 
limtenants, tlie eloquent and philosophic Arriilii, surveyed, 
and has described, tiie Euxine coast, under the reign of Ha- 

• Herodot 1. Ui. c. 07* See, in I. vii. c. 79- their arms and service in 
the expeditioB of Xerxes against Greece. ^ 

t Xenophon, who had encountered the Colchians in his retreat (Ana* 
basis, 1. iv. p. 320.34.^. 848. edit. Hutchinson; and Foster's Dissertation, 
in Spclman’s English version, vol. ii.), styles tliem Be- 

fore t]|g con()uest of Mithridates, they are named by Appian 

Bell. Mithridatico, c. 16. loin. i. p. 66 1 . of the last and best edition, 
qy John Sebweighsuser, Lii>six, 178.5. 3 vols. large octavo). 

1 The conquest of Colchos by Mithridates and Pompey, is marked by 
Appitn (de j&U. Mlthridat.) and Plutarch (in Vit. Pomp.}. 

^ We may trace the rise and fall of the fimily of Polemo, in Strabo (U 
Xi* p. 765. 1. xii. p. S67*), Dion Cassius or Xkdnlm (p. 683. 503. 60!. 710. 
764- 916* 046. edit. Heitnar), Suetonius (in Neron. c. 13. in Yesjiasian. c. 
$.), Eutropiw (vit. 14 .), Josephus (Antiq. Judaic. I. xx. c. 7* f • 076* 
HaverctMup), and Eusebius (Chron. with Sealigeif, Ai^idvers* p- 106.)- 
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dmb. 'Tlie garrison which he reviewed at the mouth of the 
Phasb^ coivsisted of four hundred chosen legionaries; the 
brick w'aHs and towers, the double ditch, and the military 
engines on the rampart, rendered this place inaccessible* tO 
tfaebBarbarians ; but the new suburbs, which had been built 
by the ^erchants and veterans, required, in tire opinion of 
Arrian, some external defence*. As the strength of the em- 
pire 4as gradually impaired, the Romans stationed on the 
Phasis'were either withdrawn or expelled; and the tribe, of 
the Lazif, whose posterity speak a foreign dialect, and inha^^ 
bit the sea-coast of Trebizond, imposed their name and do- 
minion on the ancient kingdom of Colchos. Their indepen- 
dence was soon invaded by a formidable neighbour, who had 
acquired, by arms and treaties, the sovereignty of Iberia% 
The dependent king of Laztea received his sceptre at the 
bands of the Persian monarch, and the successors of Con- 
stantineacquiesced in this injurious claim, which was proudly 
urged as a right of immemorial prescription. In the begin- 
ning of the sixth century, their influence was restored by the 
introduction of Christianity, which the Mingrelians still pro- 
fess with becoming zeal, without understanding the dQ|Mriues, 
or obsi^rving the precepts, of their religion. After the de- 
cease of his father, Zathus was exalted to the regal dignity by 
the favour of the great king: but the pious youth abhorred 
the ceremonies of the Magi, and sought, in the palace of 
Constantinople, an orthodox baptism, a noble wife, and tl|e 
alliance of the emperor Justin. The king of Lazica was so- 
lemnly invested with ^he diadem, and his cloak and tunic of 
white silk, with a gold border, displayed, in rich embroidery, 
the figure of his new patron ; who soothed the jealousy of 
the Persian court, and excused the revolt of Colchos, by the 
venerable names of hospitality and religion. The cqmmon 

# 

• In the Procopius, there were no Rbman forts on tlie Phasis. 

Pityus and Sebastopol is were evacuated on tbc rumour of the PersiaUZ 
(Goth. 1. iv. c. 4.)i but the latter was afterwards restored by Justinian 
(de Edif. 1. iv; c. 7.). 

t In the time of Pliny, Arrian, and Ptolemy, the Lazi were a particular 
tribe on the northern skirts of Colchos (Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. tom. 
ii. p. 93$,). In the age of Justinian, they spread, or at least reignen, over 
the whole country. At present, they have migrated along the coast to* 
wards Trebiaond, and compose a rude sea«fitring peaplc» with $ peculiar 
language (Chardin, p. 149. Pcyssoiiel, p. 04.). 

3G 2 
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int!?re»t of both empirci imposed on the Colchians the dntjr 
of guarding the passes of mount Caucasus, whe»»e a wail of 
sixty miles is now defended by the monthly service of the 
musqueteers of Mingrelia*. • # 

But this honourable connection was soon corrupted by fbe 
avarice and ambition of the Romans. Degraded frpm the 
rank of allies, the Lazi were incessantly reminded, by w^ords 
and actions, of their dependent state. At the dislancd of a 
day’s journey beyond the Apsarus, they beheld the rising 
fortress of Petra which commanded the maritime country 
to the south of the Phasis. Instead of being protected by 
the valour, Colchos was insulted by the licentiousness, of 
foreign mercenaries; the benefits of commerce were con- 
verted into base and vexatious monopoly; and Gubazes, the 
native prince, was reduced to a pageant of royalty, by the 
superior influence of the officers of Justinian. Disappointed 
in their expectations of Christian virtue, the indignant Lazi 
reposed some confidence in the justice of an unbeliever. Af- 
ter a private assurance that their ambassador should not be 
delivered to the Romans, they publicly solicited the friend- 
ship |a 4 aid of Chosroes. The sagacious monarch instantly 
disceraed the use and importance of Colchos; aftd m^itated 
a plan of conquest, which was renewed at the end of a thou- 
sand years by Shah Abbas, the wisest and most powerful of 
his successors J. His ambition was fired by the hope of 
launching a Persian navy from the Phasis, of commanding 
tihe trade and navigation of the Euxine sea, of desolating the 
coast of Pontus and Bithynia, of distressing, perhaps of atr 

'• John Malala, Cbrou. tom. ii. p. 1 .S 4 — 1S7. Theopbanes, p. 144 . 
Hist. MisceU. 1 , xv, p. 103 . The fact is authentic, but the date seems too 
recent. In speaking of their Persian alliance, the Lazi contemporaries of 
Justinian employ the most obsolete words — ev mfoyomt 

Sfc. Could they belong to a connection which nad not been dissolved 
abovi! twenty years ? 

t The sole vestige of Petra subsists in the writings of Procopius and 
Agathias. Most of the towps and castles of Lazica may. be found by 
ilomparing their names and position with the map of Mtpgrelia, ip 
lamberti. ^ 

t See the amusing letters of Pietro della Valle, the Roman traveller 
(Vmggi, tom. ii. 207* 209. 21S. 215 . 206 . 286 . 500 . tom. iii. p. M. 127 .). 
fn the year® I6l8, 16I9, and 1620, he conversed with Shah Abbas* ai >4 
stronglyetitoitraged a design which might have united Pemia ai^ Europe 
against their common enemy liie 'Purk. 
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tsMjl^iag Constantinople, and of persuading the JJarbarians of 
j^prope to ipcond his artns and counsels against the cotnnioii 
enemy of mankind. Under the pretence of a Scythian War, 
he silently led his troops to the frontiers of Iheria ; the Col- 
clnan guides were prepared to conduct them through thft 
woods aud along the precipices of mount Caucasus ; <ind m 
i^arrow path was laboriously formed into a safe and spaciout 
highway, for the march of cavalry, and even of elephants* 
Gjuba;jes laid his person and diadem at the feet of the king of 
Persia; bis Colchians imitated the submission of their pripce; 
and after the walls of Petra had been shaken, the Roman 
garrison prevented, by a capitulation, the impending fury of 
the last assault. But the Lazi soon discovered, that their 
imfMitience had urged them to choose an evil more intoltu- 
able than the calamities which they strove to escape. The mo- 
nopoly of salt and corn was effectually removed by the loss of 
tliose valuable commodities. The authority of a Roman le- 
gislator was succeeded by the pride of an Oriental despot, 
w’ho beheld, with equal disdain, the slaves whom he had ex- 
alted, and the kings whom be had humbled before the foot- 
stool of his throne. The adoration of fire was introduced into 
Coldfcos by the zeal of the Magi : their intolerant sfMrit pro- 
voked the fervour of a Christian people ; and the prejudice 
of nature or education was wounded by the impious practice 
of exposing the dead bodies of their parents, on the summit 
of a lofty tow^er, to the crows and vultures of the air *. Con- 
scious of the increasing hatred, which retarded the execution 
of bis great designs, the just Nushirvan had sjpcretly given 
orders to assassinate the king of the Lazi, to transplant the 
people into some distant land, and to fix a faithful and war- 
like colony pn the banks of the Phasis. The w^atchful Jea- 
lousy of the Colchians foresaw and averted the approaching 
jruin. Their repentance was accepted at Constantinople by 
the pruffence, rather than the clemency, of Justinian; end 

• See llerodotui (1. i. c. 140. p. 69 .), who speaks with diffidence, Larcher 
(tom. i. n. 399 -- 401 . Notes sur Hcrodot^, Procopius (Persic. I. i. c, 
i l.), and Agathias (1. ii. p. 61, 69.). 'I'his practice, agreeable to tha 
J^davesta (Hyde, de Rclig. Pers. c. 34. p. 414 — 421-)* demonatratea that 
the burial of the Persian kings (Xenophon. Cyropacd. 1. viii. p. 658.), 
ti y»p ruTM fAXKafisDt$fOf rti ry is a Orcfk and tlwit 

their tombs could be no mpre tjw cenotapbii, ^ 
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be tommanded Dogisteas^ with seven thousand Romans, and 
one thousand oF the Zani, to expel the Persians from the 
coast of the Eoxine. 

The siege of Petra, which the Roman general, with the aid 
of the Lazi, immediately undertook, is one of the most ye- 
markahle actions of the age. The city was seated/bn a 
wrilggy rock, which hung over the sea, and communicated 
by a steep and narrow path with the land. Since the^ ap- 
proach was difficult, the attack might be deemed impossible; 
the Persian conqueror had stiengthened the fortifications of 
Justinian ; and the places least inaccessible were covered by 
additional bulwarks. In this important fortress, the vigilance 
of Chosrocs hud deposited a magazine of offensive and de- 
fensive, arms, sufficient for five times the number, not only of 
the garrison, but of the besiegers themselves. The stock of 
flour and salt provisions was adequate to the consumption of 
five years; the uant of wine was supplied by vinegar, and of 
grain from whence a strong liquor was extracted ; and a 
triple aqueduct eluded the diligence, and even the suspicions, 
of the enemy. But the firmest defence of Petra was placed 
in the valour of fifteen hundred Persians, who resisted the 
assaults the Romans, whilst, in a softer vein of farth, 
a mine was secretly perforated. The wall, supported by 
slender and temporary props, bung tottering in the air; but 
Dagisleus delayed the attack till he had secured p specific 
recompence; and the town was relieved before the return of 
his messenger from Constantinople. The Persian gatrison 
was reduced |o four hundred men, of whom no more than 
fifty were exempt from sickness or wounds; yet such had 
been their inflexible perseverance, that they concealed their 
losses from the enemy, by enduring, without a murmur, the 
sight and» putrefying stench of the dead bodies of their ele- 
ven hundred companions. After their deliverance, the 
breaches were hastily stopped with sand-bags; the mine w^as 
replenished with earth ; a new wall was erected on a frame 
of substantial timber; and a fresh garrison of three thousand 
men was stationed at Petra to sustain the labours of a second 
6iege. TOe operations, both of the attack end defence, werb 
conducted with shilful obstinacy; and each party derived 
useful lessons from the experience of their pest faulH. A 
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battering ram was invented, of light ionfitructimi mi power* 
fnl effect ; it was transported and worked by the band« of 
forty soldiers ; and as the stones were loosened by its re* 
peated strokes, they were tom with long iron hooks front the 
wall. From those walls, a shower of darts was incessati^y 
on the heads of the assailants, but they were tnoU 
dangwously annoyed by a fiery composition of sulphur and 
bitumen, which in Colchos might with some propriety be 
named the oil of Medea. Of six thousand Romans who 
mounted the scaling-ladders, their general, Bessas, was the 
first, a gallant veteran of seventy years of age : the courage 
of their leader, his fall, and extreme danger, animated the 
irresistible effort of his troops ; and their prevailing numbers 
oppressed the strength, without subduing the spirit, of the 
Persian garrison. The fate of these valiant men deserves to 
be more distinctly noticed. Seven hundred had perished in 
the siege, two thousand three hundred survived to defend 
the breach. One thousand and seventy were destroyed with 
fire and sword in the last assault; and if seven hundred and 
thirty were made prisoners, only eighteen among them were 
found without the marks of honourable wounds. The re- 
inainilig five hundred escaped into the citadel, which they 
maintained without any hopes of relief, rejecting the fairest 
terms of capitulatioji and service, till they were lost in the 
flames. They died in obedience to the commands of their 
prince; and such examples of loyalty and valour might ex- 
cite their countrymen to deeds of equal despair and more 
prosperous event. The instant demolition of the works of 
Petra confessed the astonishment and apprehension of the 
conqueror. 

A Spartan would have praised and pitied the virtue of 
these heroic slaves: but the tedious warfare and alternate 
success of the Roman and Persian arms cannot^detain the 
attention of posterity at the foot of mount Caucasus. The 
advantages obtained by the troops of Justinian were more 
frequent and splendid ; but the forces of the great king 
were continually supplied, till they amounted to eight ele- 
phants and seventy thousand men, including twelve thou* 
sand Scythian allies, and above tliirec thousand 
whe cb^eaded by iheir free ci^oice from tjsm hjdis.oif Hy^ 
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CEi|iai and were equally formidable in close or iu distant 
combat. The siege of Archaeopolis, a name imposed or 
corrupted by the Greeks, was raised with some lo»s and 
fitecipitaUon ; but the Persians occupied the passes of Iberia ; 
Colcbos was enslaved by their forts and garrisons; they 
devoured the scanty sustenance of the people; an^. Clio 
prince of the Lazi Bed into the mountains. In the Roman 
camp, faith and discipline were unknown ; and the indepen* 
dent leaders, who were invested with equal power, disputed 
with each other the pre-eminence of vice and corruption. 
The Persians followed, without a murmur, the commands 
of a single chief, who im|Jicitly obeyed the instructions of 
their supreme lord. Their general was dirsiinguisbed among 
the heroes of the East, by his wisdom in council, and his 
valour in the held. The advanced age of Mermcroes, and 
the lameness of both his feet, could not diminish the activity 
of his mind, or even of his body ; and whilst he was carried 
in a litter in the front of battle, he inspired terror to the 
enemy, and a just confidence to the troops, who, under 
his banners, were always successful. After his desrtb, the 
command devolved to Is'acoragan, a proud satrap, who, in 
conference with the imperial chiefs, had pf^suined to declare 
that he disposed of victory as absolutely as of the ring on 
his finger. Such presumption was the natural cause and 
forerunner of a sliameful defeat. The Romans had been 
gradually repulsed to the edge of the sea-shore ; and their 
last camp, on the ruins of the Grecian colony of Phasis, 
was defended on all sides by strong intrenchmeiits, the river, 
the Euxine, and a fleet of gallics. Despair united their 
counsels and invigorated their arms : they withstood the 
assault of the Persians; and the flight of Nacoragan pre- 
ceded or followed the slaughter of ten thousand of his bravset 
•oldiers. He escaped from the Romans to fa,ll into the hands 
of an unforgiving master, who severely chastised the error 
of his own choice; the unfortunate general was flayed alive# 
and his skin, stuffed into tlie human form, was exposed on 
a mountain ; a dreadful warning to those who might hcrcr 
after be entrusted with the fame and fortune of Persia, t 

* The ^nbhment of flaying alive could not be introduced into Feniit 
by Siii|>of (Erisou.de Eegn. PeiSiL ii. 5780» nor could it he cofiied from 
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Yet the prudence of Chosroes insensibly relihqtiUlied thi 
prosecution of the Cholcian war, in the just persuasibh 
it is impossible to reduce, or, at least, to hold a distknj; 
country against the wishes and efforts of its inhabuants* 
The^ fidelity of Gubazes sustained the most rigorous trial^^ 
He p3Wently endured the hardships of a savage life, and 
rejectea, with disdain, the specious teiilptations of the Per^ 
j^iair^ourt. The king of the Lazi had been educated in the 
Christian religion ; his mother was the daughter of a 
senator; during his youth, he had served ten years a silen- 
tiary of the Byzantine palace *, and the arrears of an uu* 
paid salary were a motive of attachment as well as of 
complaint. But the long continuance of his sufferings 
extorted from him a naked representation of the truth; and 
truth was an unpardonable libel on the lieutenants of Jus* 
tinian, who, amidst the delays of a ruinous war, had spared 
liis enemies and trampled on his allies. Their malicious 
information persuaded the emperor, that his faithless vassal 
already meditated a second defection : an order was surprised 
to send him prisoner to Constantinople; a treaoherous clause 
was inserted, that^ he might be lawfully killed in case of 
resistance; 'and Gubazes, without arms or suspicion of dan- 
ger, was stabbed in the security of u friendly interview. In 
the 6rst moments of rage and despair the Colchians would 
haye sacrificed their country and religion to the gratification 
of revenge. •But the authority and eloquence of the wiser 
few, obtained a salutary pause : the victory of the Phasis 
restored the terror of the Roman arms, and the emperor 
was solicitous to absolve his own name from the imputation 
of so foul a murder. A judge of senatorial rank was com- 
missioned to enquire into the conduct and death of the king 
of the Lazi. He ascended a stately tribunal, encompassed 
.by the ministers of justice and punishment: in the presence 
of both nations, this extraordinary cause was pleaded, ac- 
cording to .the forms of civil jurisprudence, and some satis- 

the foolish tale of Marsyas the Phrygian piper, most foolishly quoted as a 
precedent by Agathias (i. iv. p. 13^, 133.). 

* In the palace of Constantinople there ♦ere tliirfy ailentiaries, who a^e 
*5^ baslati ante fores cubiculi, •zn^o-iym swoca*, ^ honourable title, 
conferred the rank, svithout imposing the dut'miM a 
I heodos. I. vi. titi '23. GotlK)fred. Comment. toiUf in 
VoL. V. 3 H 
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fiction wal granted to an injured people, by the sen tenet 
|ud execution of the meaner criminals*. 

In peacci tl»e king of Persia continually sought the pre- 
tences of a rupture; but no sooner had he taken up arms, 
then he expressed his desire of a safe and honourable treaty, 
louring the fiercest hostilities, the two monarchs entr. tamed 
t deceitful negociation; and such was the superiotity of 
Chosroes, that whilst he treated the Roman 
insolence and contempt, he obtained the most unprece- 
dented honours for his owm ambassadors at the Im4)erial 
court. I’hc successor of Cyrus assumed the majesty of the 
^.^iastern sun, and graciously permitted his ’younger brother 
“JIustiniiin to reign over the West, with the pale and reflected 
iplendour of the moon. This gigantic style was supported 
by the pomp and eloquence of Isdigune, one of the royal 
chamberlains. His wife and daughters, with a train of 
eunuchs and camels, attended the march of the ambassador : 
two satraps with golden diadems were numbered among bis 
followers: he was guarded by five hundred horse, the most 
valiant of tl|e Persians; and the Roman governor of Dara 
wist'ly refused to admit more than twenty of this martial 
and hostile caravan. hen Isdigune had saluted the empe- 
ror, and delivered his presents, he passed ten months at 
Constantinople vvUhout discussing any serious affairs. In- 
tend of being confined to bis palace, and receiving food 
and water from the hands of his keepers, the Persian ambas- 
sador, vvitliout spies or guards, was allowed to visit the 
capital ; and the freedom of conversation and trade enjoyed 
by his domestics, offended the prejudices of an age, which 
rigorously practised the law of nations, without confidence 
or courtesy f. Ry an unexampled indulgence, his inter- 
preter, a servant below the notice of a Roman magistrate, 
was seated, at the table of Justinian, by the side of his 

* On thc«c judicial orations, Agathias (I. iii. p. 81—89. hiv. p. 108— 
1 190 lavi.slies eigliteen or twenty pages of false and florid rhetoric. His 
ignoraric e or carelessness overlooks the strongest argument against the king 
of Lazica — his former revolt. 

t Procopius represents the practice of the Gothic court of Uavenjoa 
(Goth. 1. i. c. 7 )» foreij|ii artibas^adors have been treated with the 
‘sime jealousy and rigour in Turkey (Busbequius, episti iii. ». UQ, 842# 
&c0»aus«ia ( Voyage d’Olearius), a"nd Chiun (Narrative of M. de l^ge# 
in Bell's TraYel%ifoL ii. p. 18!H3U )• 
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mtister; and one thousand pounds of gold might te assigned 
for (he expence of his journey and entertainment. Yet the 
repeated labotirs of Isdigune could procure only a partial 
and imperfect truce, whicl:|^was always purchased with the 
treasjires, and renewed at the soliciation, of the Byzantine 
cou<tt.^Many years of fruitless desolation elapsed before 
Juslini^ and Chosroes were compelled, by mutual lassitude, 
to pQ^ ult the repose of their d^cfining age. At a confer* 
ence held on the frontier, each party, without expecting to 
gain credit, displayed the power, the justice, and tlie pacific 
intentions of their respective sovereigns; but necessity and 
interest dictated the treaty of peace, which was concluded 
for a term of fifty years, diligently composed in the Greek 
and Persian language, and attested by the seals of twelve 
interpreters. The liberty of commerce and religion was 
fixed and defined; the allies of the emperor and the great 
king were included in the same benefits and obligations; 
and the most scrupulous precautions were provided to pre- 
vent or determine the accidental disputes that might arise 
oil the confines of two hostile nations. After twenty years of 
destructive though feeble war, the limits still reinSinod without 
alteration; and ChosrOes was persuaded to renounce liis 
diiugerous claim to the possession or sovereignty of Colclios 
and its dependent states. Rich in the accuiiiulaied treasures 
of the East, lie extorted from the Romans an annual pay- 
ment of thirty thousand pieces of gold; and ilie smallness 
of the sum revealed the disgrace of a tribute in its naked 
deformity. In a previous del)ate, the chariot of Sesostris, 
and the wheel of fortune, were applied by one of tlio minis- 
ters of Justinian, who observed that the reduction of An- 
tioch, and some Syrian cities, had elevated beyond measure 
the vain and ambitious spirit of the Barbarian. You are 
mistaken,” replied the modest l^ersian : tlicking of kings, 

the lord of mankind, looks down witli contempt on sucU 
petty acquisitions; and of the ten nations, vanquished by 
his invincible arms, he esteems the Romans as the least 
formidable*.” According to the Orientals, the empire of 

• 'fhe negociations and treaties between Justinian and Chosroes are co- 
piously explained by Procopius (Persic. 1. ii. c. lO. 13. 27, 28. Gothic. 

I. ii. r'. u» 16*)> A^thias (1. iv. p. 141, and Menander (in Excerpt. 

3 II ^ 
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lifutbirvan €|ctended from Ferganah in Transoxiami, to 
Yemen or Ai^bia F^mlix. He subdued the rebels of H3Fr* 
cmnifki reduced the provinces of Cabul and Sablestan on 
the banks of, the Indus, broke t^e power of the Euthalites, 
terminated by an honourable treaty the Turkish war, and 
admitted the daughter of the great khan into the lym^ber 
of his lawful wives. Victorious and respected anx^g the 
princes of Asia, he gave audience, in his palace of 
or Ctesiphon, to the Ambassadors of the w^orld. Their gifts 
or tributes, arms, rich garments, gems, slaves, or aromatics, 
were humbly presented at the foot of his throne; and he 
condescended to accept from the king of India, ten quintals 
of the wood of aloes, a maid seven cubits in height, and a 
carpet softer than silk, the skin, as it was reported, of an 
extraordinary serpent*. 

; Justinian had been reproached for his alliance with the 
Ethiopians, as if he attempted to introduce a people of 
savage negroes into the system of civilized society. But the 
friends of the Roman empire, the Axumites, or Abyssinians, 
may be always distinguished from the original natives of 
Africa f. # The bahd of nature has flattened the noses of the 
negroes; covered their heads with shaggy wool, and tinged 
their skin with inherent and indelible blackness. But the 
olive complexion of the Abyssinians, their hair, shape, and 
features, distinctly mark them as a colony of Arabs; and 
this descent is donfirmed by the resemblance of language 
and manners, the report of an ancient einigrdtion, and the 
narrow interval between the shores of the Red Sea. Christ 
tianity had raised that nation above the level of African bar-^ 
barism:j:: their intercourse whth Egypt, and the successors 

Le{;at. p. 13^2 — 147-)' Contult Barbeyrac, Hist, dec Anciens Traites, 
tom. ii. p. 154. 181—184. 193—200. 

* D’Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 680, 681. 294, 295. 

t St« Buffuni Hist, Naturelle, tom. iii. p. 449* 'I bis Arab cast of fea, 
tures and complexion, which has continued 3400 years (Liulolph. Hist, et 
Comment. yEtniopic. I. i. c. 4.) in tlie colony of Abyssinia,. will justify 
the suspicion, that race, as well as climate, must have contributed to form 
iht negroes of the adjacent aud similar regions. 

} The Portuguese missionaries, Alvarez (Ramusio, tom, i. fob 204, rect. 
$74 vers.), Beimude|i (Purchas's Pilgrims, vol. ii. J. v. c. 7 . p, 1140 — 
1188.), Lobo (Relation, &c. par M. le Grand, with xv Dissertationsi 
Paris, 17 S 8 ), and Tellez (Relations de Thevenot, part iv.), could only re- 
of modern Abywpia wliat they had seen or imented. The erudidou 
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m( Constantine *, had communicated the rudiments of the 
arts and sciences; their vessels traded to the isle of Geyloni-^ 
and seven kingdoms obeyed the Negus or supreme prince of 
Abyssinia. The independence of the Homerites^ who reigned 
in the rich and happy Arabia, was first violated by Att 

J )pian conqueror; he drew, his hereditary claim from, 
ueen of Sheba and his ambition was sanctified bjr 
)us zeal. The Jews, powerful and active in exile, had 
seduced the mind of Dunaan, prince of the Homerites* 
They urged him to retaliate the persecution inflicted by the 
Imperial laws on their unfortunate brethren : some Roman 
merchants were injuriously treated ; and several Christians 
of Negra^ were honoured with the crown of martyrdom^. 
The churches of Arabia implored the protection of the Abys- 
sinian monarch. The Negus passed the Red Sea .with a 
fleet and army, deprived the Jewish proselyte of his king- 
dom and life, and extinguished a race of princes, who had 
ruled above two thousand years the sequestered region of 
myrrh and frankincense. The conqueror immediately an- 
nounced the victory of the gospel, requested an orthodox 
patriarch, and so warmly professed his friendship to the 
Homan empire, that Justinian w'as flattered by the hope 
of diverting the silk trade through the channel of Abyssinia, 

ofLmlolphiis (Hist. /EthiopiVa, Francofurt. l581. Commentarius, l69t* 
Appendix, 109*0, in twenty* five lanj^aia^es, could add little concerning its 
ancient liistoi y* Yet the lame of Caled, or Ellisthaeus, the conqueror of 
Yemen, is c|lcj^aked in national songs and legends. 

* 'I'he neg^iations of Justinian with the Axumites, or ^Ethiopians, are 
recorded by Procopius (Persic. 1. i. c. 19, 20.) and John Malala (tom. ii. 
f). lOS — lC5. IQS — 196.). The historian of Antioch quotes the original 
narrative of the ambassador Noniiosiis, of which Pbotius (Bibliot. cod. hi.) 
lias preserved a curious extract. 

t Fhe trade of the Axumites to the coast of India and Africa, and the 
isle of Ceyk)n, is curiously represented liy Cosmas Indicopleustcs (Topo- 
graph. Christian. 1. ii. p. 132. 138, 139, UO. I. xi. p. 338, 339.). 

J Taidolph. Hist, et Comment. iEthiop. 1. ii. c. 3. 

§ The city of Negra, or Nag Van, in Yemen, is surrounded withjpahm 
trees, and stands in the high-road between Saana th(j capital, and M^ca, 
from the former ten, from the-latter twenty days’ journey of a caravan 
of camel s‘(Abuifeda, Descript, Arabiae, p. 52.). 

II The martyrdom of 6t. Arethras prince of Negra, and his three hun- 
dred and forty companions, is embellished in the legends of Metaphrastes 
and Nicephorus Callistus, copied by Baronins (A.U. 522, No. 22-^, 
A.p. 523, No. 16 — 29.), and refuted, with obscure diligence, by Basnage 
(Hist, des Juifs, tom. xii. 1. viii. c. ii. p. 333—348.), who inve&tfgateiJthe 
state of the Jews iu Arabia aad..£thiopia. 
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ftnil of exOftiflg the forces of Arabia against the Persian 
Nonnosus^ desceoded from a family of ambassadors, 
was named by the emperor to execute this impbrtant com- 
nussion. He wisely declined the shorter, but more dan- 
gerous, road through the sandy deserts of Nubia; ascended 
the Nile, embarked on the Red Sea, and safely laiid^i & 
the African port of Adulis. From Adulis to the royaly^ity 
of Axiitne is no more than fifty leagues, in a direct line; Wt. 
the winding passes of tlic mountains detained the ambassador 
fifteen days ; and as he traversed the forests, he saw, andw! 
vaguely computed, about five thousand wild elephants. 
The capita], according to his report, was large and popu- 
lous; and the TtV/age of Axiiine is still conspicuous by the 
regal coronations, by the niitis of a Christian temple, and 
by sixteen or seventeen obelisks inscribed with Grecian cha- 
racters*. But the Negus gave audience in the open field, 
seated on a lofty chariot, which was drawn by four elephants 
superbly caparisoned, and surrounded by his nobles and 
musicians. lie was clad in a linen garment and cap, hold^^ 
ing in his hand two javelins and a light shield ; and, al- 
though his nakedness was imperfectly covered, he displayed 
the Barbaric pomp of gold chains, collars, and bracelets, 
richly adorned with pearls and precious stones. The ambas- 
iiador of Justinian knelt; the Negus raised him from the 
ground, embraced Nonnosus, kissed the seal,, perused the 
letter, accepted the Roman alliance, and br wlishing his 
weapons, denounced implacable w ar against the Worshippers 
of fire. But the proposal of the silk-trade was eluded; and 
notwithstanding the assurances, and perhaps the wishes, of 
the Abysslnians, these hostile menaces evaporated without 
effect. The Homerites vrpe unwilling to abandon their 
aromatic groves, to explore a sandy desert, and to en- 
counter, after all their fatigues, a formidable nation, from 
whom they had never received any personal injuries. In- 
stead of enlarging his conquests, the king of iFlthiopia was 
incapable of defending his possessions. Abrahah, the slave 

• Alvarez (in Ramutio, torn. i. fol. 2tp rera. 22! vers.) saw the flourisb- 
iog state of Axutne in the year 1520— luogo molto buono e grande. Tt was 
ruined in the same century |^bc 'furkish invasion. No more than one 
hundred houses remain ; memory of its past greatness is preserved 

by the regal coronation (Ludolpb, liisi. et Comment. 1. ii. c. n.}. 
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of a Roman merchant of Aduiis, assumed the sceptre of the 
Homerites ; the troops of Africa were deduced by the luXdr^ 
of the climate; and Justinian solicited the friendship of the 
usurper, who honoured, with a slight tribute, the supremacy 
of his prince. After a long series of prosperity, the power 
(JF Abrahah was overthrown before the gates of Mecca ; his 
children were despoiled by the Persian conqueror; and the 
/Pmiopians were finally expelled from the continent of Asia. 
This narrative of obscure and remote events is not foreign 
40 the decline and fall of the Roman empire. If a Christian 
power had been maintained in Arabia, Mahomet must have 
been crushed in his cradle, and Abyssinia would have pre- 
vented a revolution whidi has changed the civil and religious 
state of the world 

• The revolutions of Yemen in the sixth century must be collected from 
Procopius (Persic. 1. i. c. 19, 20.). Theophancs ilyzant. (apud I’hot. cod. 
bciii. p. 80.), St. 'I'heoplmnes (in Chionograph. p. 144, 145. 188, 189. 
‘iOO, 207. who is full of strange blundeis), Pocock (Specimen Hist. Arab. 
p. 62. 65.), d’Herbelot (Bibliot. Orientaic, p. 12.477.), and Sale’s Preli- 
minary Discourse and Koran (c. 10.5.). The revolt of Abrahah is men- 
tion W by Procopius; and lus fall, though clouded i^ilh miracles, U an 
historical fact. 
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